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Don’t miss your
favorite stories

Do you like being
in the know? Never
miss another story
— sign up for one
of The Providence
Journal’s popular
newsletters. We

have curated newsletters for topics
ranging from the Food scene to
Sports to Breaking News alerts.
Follow this QR code to sign up and
the newsletters will come right to
your inbox.

The Providence Journal is eager to correct
promptly any error of fact published in our
pages. If you see an error, please contact us
at editors@providencejournal.com or call us
at 401-277-7303.

CORRECTIONS

TRANSPARENCY

Get the most out
of your subscription

We hope you enjoy
your time with our
Sunday edition.
There’s also a lot more
you can get out of
your full-access
subscription. It all

starts by downloading our app at the
App store or the Google Play store to
get everything The Providence
Journal has to offer in your hand.

Having trouble?
Our team is here is help

Our customer service
team is ready to help
you with any part of
your full-access
subscription, whether
it’s getting a credit for

a missed delivery, accessing your
eNewspaper, or downloading and
activating the app. Follow this QR
code to reach our team. You can start
a live chat with a representative or call
our customer service desk.

For the past year, there has been a lot
of discussion in my newsroom about
Taylor Swift. As I’ve said before, I do not
apologize for our coverage of this wom-
an – she is arguably the biggest pop star
on the planet and she happens to have a
home here in Rhode Island. Much of the
chatter among my editors revolved
around rumors that her wedding would
take place in Watch Hill – of course we
had to check in on that, andwecertainly
did, looking up permits, talking to town
officials and business owners, etc.
But I wanted to see the Watch Hill

hoopla formyself, and folks, I can report
back with confidence: It’s not hoopla.
WatchHill is a delight, and I can seewhy
a megastar billionaire would choose to
live in this little corner of RI, even if only
part-time.
We visited on a Friday andwere early

enough (9:30 a.m.) to score a parking
spot on the street. Sift Bake Shop had
basically anything you could want to
pair with a morning coffee. And we
browsed through some of the shops
along Bay Street. (Though I need to go
back soon − it was too early for ice
cream, but I swear I saw an intriguing
flavor at St. Clair Annex: baklava. I love
when ice creambasically is twodesserts
in one.)
The Watch Hill Merry-Go-Round (as

it calls itself) is said tobe theoldest con-
tinuously operating carousel in the
United States, and was reportedly
brought to town by a traveling carnival
and abandoned there in 1883. Be
warned, there is a weight limit of 100

pounds, which means only children are
allowed to ride – but the kiddos we saw
riding appeared to be having a blast.
Did I check out Taylor Swift’s man-

sion? What I could see of it, yes. Did I
check out Ocean House? Yes, and there
was a tent and there were people getting
out of cars. But as I reported in to the
newsroom, the people getting out of the
carswere holding linendresses onhang-
ers and had Boston College and Holy
Cross stickers on their SUVs – frankly,
that didn’t strikeme as being how celeb-
rities roll. So no, I didn’t see any stars.
That’s OK, though, because the real

star, forme,wasNapatreePointConser-

vation Area. It’s a 1.5-mile spit of land,
reportedly named by explorer Adriaen
Block (of Block Island fame) for being a
“nap (or neck) of trees” (most of the
trees disappeared in an 1815 storm). It
has no lifeguards, no parking and no
restrooms, but it has everything else
you’d want from a pretty little beach:
blue water, decent waves, rocks to
climbover,wildlife, trails andstunning
views of Block Island Sound and Little
Narragansett Bay.
According to The Watch Hill Con-

servancy, it is home tomany species of
federally and state-listed endangered
species, including piping plovers, least
terns, osprey, and American oyster-
catchers. It used to house Fort Mans-
field,whichwasbuilt to protect the en-
trance to Little Narragansett Bay be-
tweenWatch Hill Point and Fishers Is-
land. But amajor design flaw − a “dead
angle” that allowed invading ships to
bombard the fort while out of reach of
its artillery – was discovered in 1907,
and the fort was decommissioned.
Then, in 1938, the great hurricane

separated Sandy Point from the rest of
Napatree, creating an island, and de-
stroyed the summer cottages that had
been built there in the 1920s and ’30s
(15 people died).
Fun fact: The movie “Dan in Real

Life,” starring Steve Carell and Juliette
Binoche, filmed the ending, a wedding
scene, at Napatree Point.
My point is, yes, Watch Hill is home

(at least part-time) to Taylor Swift, but
it’s somuchmore than that − go see for
yourself.
As always, let me know what you

think at lynne.sullivan@usatoday.com.

Lynne Sullivan is executive editor of
The Providence Journal and the New-
port Daily News.

Watch Hill is so much more than just
the (part-time) home of Taylor Swift

Lynne Sullivan
Executive Editor

The Providence Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK

Napatree Point in Westerly’s Watch Hill
section.
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It may feel like, with the passing of
Independence Day, the country’s 250th
birthday celebrations are coming to a
close.
As today’s cover story about the

state’s five state houses shows, Rhode
Island’s history, which is intertwined
with the nation’s, is always alive. The
ability to still visit and tour these pieces
of our past is just one reminder that you
can go back in time.
Take, for instance, the thousands of

visitors who will enter the walls of Fort
Adams this weekend and next for the
Newport Folk and Jazz festivals. There
are walking tours and other tours you
can take throughout the state to learn
more about historic sites and so much
more.
Some of these places are well-

known,while othersmaybe knownpri-
marily to locals. It’s time to share these
places.
One such place you’ve likely driven

past hundreds of times on your way to
South County’s beaches. The Hannah
Robinson Tower is known simply by
many as “The Tower.”
It’s probably best known as the de-

marcation line that residents of Narra-

gansett and South Kingstown don’t
want to cross. Inmy family, it’s amarker
forwhereyouareonyourdriveorwhere
traffic is getting heavy. Sometimes it’s
the spot where we’ve decided to aban-
don Route 1 to avoid beach traffic.
But it’s also much more than that.
Pull off, park at the adjacent park-

and-ride, and climb the 40-foot tower.
At the top, you’ll watch as the cars buzz
below. You’ll also be rewarded with
sweeping views of Narragansett, South
Kingstown, Narragansett Bay and the
Atlantic Ocean beyond.
The short history behind the tower is

that Robinson was the daughter of a

Narragansett planter in the Colonial
era, fell in love with her French teacher
and dance instructor, and then learned
the hard way that he only wanted her
family’s money, according to the New
England Historical Society. The tower
was built by the Civilian Conservation
Corps in 1933.
That history is a reminder that some

of Rhode Island’s past played a role in
the start of our nation, while other sto-
ries hold a bit of a folklore aspect to
them.
What are your favorite historical

spots in Rhode Island? Let me know at
wrichmond@usatodayco.com.

RI is full of history. Share your favorite spots
Will Richmond
Providence Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK

The Hannah
Robinson
Park and
observation
tower in
South
Kingstown in
a 2003 file
photo.
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Wallace the Brave can be found on
page 25A.
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