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The Watch Hill Conservancy

LANPHEAR Society, History,

e 20 Years Old LIVEl  Netwre Technology

Summer — 2019
The Chaplin B. Barnes Reading Room

o []
One Bay Street Center - Watch Hill
July 14 - Sunday - 6:00 PM
An Evening of Maglc —With Team Members of New
York Yacht Club’s Challenger for the 36% America’s

* Preserve Community Character

Fresh From the Antarctic
The JOIDES Resolution's expedition to Iceberg Alley — March-May 2019

* Manage Napatree Point b ) WEEE

Wild Weather In RI: Our New Normal ..... And Why
Extroms woathor is 300 becoming our now normal
Dovid Vaite, 3

August 12 - Monday -

* Support a Vibrant Bay Street — s

Bryon Oakdey, East

- : e = August 26 — Monday —
. — S = & Narragansett to Napatree: Archaeologlcal Sites
= = — Revealed by Superstorm Sandy
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PLANNING FOR A RESILIENT
WATCH HILL

What are Climate Change Impacts to Watch Hill?
Why are They Happening — the Science?

What is at Risk?

How Can We Adapt?

RESOLUTION BY THE COMMUNITY OF WATCH HILL, RHODE ISLAND

ON NG TO SEA LEVEL RISE AND STORM SURGE
APPROVED APRIL 9, 2019

'WHEREAS, the village of Watch Hill, by nature of its low elevation and pr
the sea is extremely vulnerable to rising seas and surge caused by
storms, and

WHEREAS, sea level rise is an undeniable fact in Rhode Island as evidenced by long-
term trends recorded by NOAA tide gauge stations in the region, and

WHEREAS, NOAA predicts sea levels to rise approximately 3 feet by 2050 and
possibly over 9 feet by 2100, and

WHEREAS, even a modest storm that has a 10% chance of occurring at any time will
bring a surge of 6 to 9 feet and will be devastating to Watch Hill; and

WHEREAS, nuisance tides now occur on a regular basis and cause flooding of our



MAJOR CONCERNS
NAPATREE




MAJOR CONCERNS
FIRE DISTRICT PROPERTIES

Napatree

Parking




MAJOR CONCERNS
COMMERCIAL DISTRICT




MAJOR CONCERNS
FORT ROAD FODI_G




PRIORITIES

IMMEDIATE CONCERN ADAPT TO 3 FOOT SLR SCENARIO
Fort Road Flooding Bay Street Commercial Area
Yacht Club, Napatree, Beach Club, Transportation
Cabanas Parking
Utilities

OTHER CHALLENGES AFTER THE NEXT BIG STORM
Septic System Failures Rebuild?
Transportation Retreat?
One Bay Street Parking Flooding Elevate?
Buy-outs?
Financing?




What Do We Know?
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STROMTOOLS MODELS
They are accurate
We are at risk



What Do We Know?

Napatree Entrance Dry Width (Ft) Versus Tide State

Risk Thresholds

No
No ATV Walking

Width of Dry Entrance (Feet)
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Tide (Feet, MHHW)

Days That Exceed This Tide Per Year
Feet Above MHHW 2019 2018 2017 2016

No Dry

Frequency of [

Napatree >=1.0' MHHW
Nuisance Tides

Yacht Club >=0.8' MHHW
No ATV on
Napatree >=0.5' MHHW




RTK GPS Elevations on Fort Road
& Napatree



