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Preface&Acknowledgments

 , broughtbymyauntanduncle, BeatricePutneyWesterfieldandRayBert

Westerfield, cametoWatchHillin. Sincethen, fourgenerationshavecometoknow

andlovethisplace.

Myaunt, towhomthesepagesarededicated, wasknowntoyoungandoldalikeas“B.B.”

HerloveofWatchHillandthiscoastlinewasapassion, andthoseofuswhowereprivileged

toenjoyitwithherhavesharedthatpassion. Hersmilewasradiant, herlaughinfectious,

herwitsparkling, andherconversationscintillating. Lifeseemedalwaystobeajoytoher,

andshewasnevermorejoyfulthanwhenhere.

MypersonalmotivationforundertakingthishistoryismywishtosharesomeofwhatI

havelearnedaboutWatchHillovermorethanhalfacentury. Myhopeisthatthepleasure

offuturegenerationsmaybeenhancedbytheirbeinggivenaglimpseintotherichandunusual

pastofthisplace.

TheWatchHillConservancy’smotivationforundertakingthispublicationisitscommit-

menttothepreservationofboththenaturallandofWatchHillandthehistoriccharacterof

thecommunity.

    tothemanypeoplewhohaveassistedinavarietyofwaysin

thepreparationofthisbook.

Thosewhohavereadallorpartsofvariousdraftsoversometwoyears, providingcomment

andadvice, includemembersoftheWatchHillConservancyBoardofDirectors, inparticular

itsPublicationsCommittee, includingFredAllardyce, PeterB. Griffin, JaneB. O’Connell,

thelateThomasD. O’Connor, EdwinL. Russell, GrantG. SimmonsIII, andFrederickB.

Whittemore; seniormembersoftheWatchHillcommunity, includingThomasG. Ahern, the

lateWilliamR. Battey, RobertaBurkhardt, HelenOwsleyHeard, GeorgieWilliamsLewis,
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HopeStarrLloyd, andthelateJanetRussellWhitman; otherlongtimemembersofthecommu-

nity, includingJaneMooreBuffum, CourtlandR. Chapman, Jr., M’LissCrottyChapman,

RobertM. Driscoll, EdithBairdEglin, NancyN. Fry, InnesK.D. Hollos, BriggsLarkin, John

S. Lloyd, JaneHoxieMaxson, PatriciaM. Moore, andVeraM. Robinson; andfriendsand

family, includingScottR. Comstock, F. BradfordWesterfield, H. BradfordWesterfield, and

PutneyWesterfield. Mydaughters, SarahC.B. MooreandDianaB. Barnes, haveprovided

specialassistance, SarahwiththegatheringofphotographicmaterialandDianawithformatting

andtechnicalhelp, andbothwithcommentsastothetext. Fromtheoutset, mywife, Barbara

T. Barnes, withcustomarygraceandpatience, hasofferedbothsupportandencouragement.

Thosewhoseexpertisewasconsultedinregardto specific questions include Richard Bitting,

GailBonner, MichaelBrankert, MargaretI. Cosbey, FredericaMillerDavis, John“Whit”

Davis, PriscillaHustedGriscom, FrancesCurtisHardie, JamesH. Hardie, AnnSnowden

Johnson, TimothyB. Kniffin, PatriciaEllimanLeo, SusanLattnerLloyd, W. Alexander

McLanahan, WilliamJ. Miller, Jr., HatsyMoore, ThomasF. Moore, Jr., RalphA. O’Connell,

HarveyC. PerryII, DavidM. Pugh, DavidM. Rathbun, NancyN. Richmond, PaulaRuisi,

FrankE. RutanIII, JohnB. Severance, PeterShinkle, JasonSimmons, DavidSisson, JamesM.

Snowden, Jr., JustinJ. StevensonIII, Kate Burke Townsend, andMarthaLattnerWalker.

Photographicandothermaterialshavecomefrommanysources, includingsuchinstitutions

astheWesterlyHistoricalSocietyanditscuratorofphotographs, DwightBrown, Jr.; the

MysticSeaportMuseumandPeggyTateSmith; theG.W. BluntWhiteLibraryoftheMystic

SeaportMuseumanddirectorPaulO’PeckoandAndyPrice; theNorthStoningtonHistorical

SocietyandpresidentFrankEppinger; theJohnCarterBrownLibraryandRichardJ. Ring;

theOldSaybrookHistoricalSociety; theRhodeIslandHistorical&PreservationCommission;

theWatchHillPreservationSociety; theWatchHillInnandMarkSzaro; andthefilesof

SeasideTopics. SpecialthanksmustalsobeexpressedtoGeorgeUtterforhavingsafeguarded

manyoftheoriginalglass-platenegativesandotherhistoricimagesthathegenerouslydonated

totheWesterlyHistoricalSociety.

Individuals, too, havebeengenerouscontributors, includingTina I. Barney, MarianC. and

RussellE. BurkeIII, ElizabethCampCrawfordDriscoll, SusanMyersDush, LucindaBurling

Emmet, AlexanderFarnham, Nancy C. Fay, Cynthia B. Galvin, BernardL. Gordon, Patricia

GreenHolt, FrancisP. Jenkins, Jr., AnnSnowdenJohnson, FrederickR. Loney, Jr., Robertand

MaryJaneMarvel, ElizabethY. andClementC. MooreII, GeorgeC. andAudreyC. Moore,

SuzannH. Murphy, JamesA. Myers, SheilaR. O’Donnell, GregPettys, HubbardPhelps,

DavidM. Rathbun, CharlesH.G. Rees, DorothyH. Roberts, ArdithM. Schneider, AnnHoare

Snowden, KatherineOrthweinSnowden, LorineEshlemanVogt, KatherineGatchWheeler,
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AnneHolmesWhite, andLoriZummo. SpecialthanksgotoLaurenceLambrechtandL.C.

LambrechtPhotographyfortheirmanygenerouscontributions.

Everyefforthasbeenmadetoreachrepresentativesoffamiliesmentioned, foranycorrec-

tionstheymightwishtomakeorforfurtherinformationtheymightbeabletoshare. Iam

gratefultothemorethanonehundredpeoplewhorespondedtomyletters, someingreatand

helpfuldetail. Ihaveattemptedtoincorporatetheirsuggestionsandinformation.

Thestaff oftheMemorialandLibraryAssociationofWesterly, KathrynTaylor, Executive

Director, andMargaretVictoria, InformationServicesLibrarian, havebeenunfailinglyhelpful

inprovidingaccesstospecialmaterialsandotherassistance.

IammostgratefultowriterandresearcherClarissaMcNair, who, fromearlychildhood,

hasregularlyspenttimeatWatchHill, andwho, intheearlystagesoftheproject, kindly

assistedinassemblingsomeofthematerialsthatfollow. HerloveofWatchHillandherquick

eyeandfinesenseofjudgmentwereofinestimablevalue.

RobertM. Driscoll, withhisusualpublicspiritandgenerosity, assumedthetaskofapplying

hisnotableeditorialskillsandhisbroadhistoricalknowledgeofWatchHillandtheregionto

reviewingthenearlycompletedmanuscript. Hishelpisdeeplyappreciated.

ParticularthanksareduetothemembersoftheBoardofDirectorsoftheWatchHill

Conservancywhoprovidedspecialdonationstounderwritethispublication. ThelateThomas

D. O’Connor, ViceChairmanoftheConservancyBoard, playedamajorroleinshapingthis

publication. Hiscompany, MohawkPaperMills, Inc., generouslycontributedthepaperforthis

book. OtherDirectorswhosegenerosityhasmadethispublicationpossibleareJudithM. Elliot,

PeterB. Griffin, PeterC. Harkins, JoanA. Lemp, ThomasF. McWilliams, JamesB. Orthwein,

Jr., CharlesM. Royce, EdwinL. Russell, GrantG. SimmonsIII, RichardG. Unruh, Jr., and

FrederickB. Whittemore.

JulieFryisresponsibleforthehandsomedesignofthisbook, andforcoordinatingall

aspectsofitsproduction. LesleyBaier, aseditor, hasappliedherraretalentstoaskillfulcrafting

oftherawmanuscript. ThankstoJohnGambell, YaleUniversityPrinter, forpersuadingthese

twooutstandingprofessionalstoundertakethistask. Asphoto-researcher, ChipPhelanhas

performedaninvaluabletaskinassemblingthevisualmaterials. Withthespeedandprecision

thatarehallmarksofhiscraft, AlexTrotterpreparedtheusefulindex. Iamgratefulfortheir

professionalskillsandwillingservice. ThanksarealsoduetoJudithH. KelleyoftheWatchHill

Conservancyforhervaluableassistancefromthebeginningoftheproject.

Thankyou, all!

Finally, itmustbesaidthatonlythewriterhastheresponsibilityforerrorsandomissions,

andhebegsindulgenceforthosethattheremaybe.
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    isonethatallwholovethisspecialplaceshouldknow. We

valueitstraditions, itsnaturalandman-madebeauty, anditsseemingchangelessnessinaworld

ofchange. Butchange, includingverydramaticchange, iswhathasmadeWatchHillwhatit

is, andchangewillcontinuetoreshapethispeninsula.

Theinitialfocusofthisstoryisonthenaturalhistoryoftheplaceandontheforcesand

eventsthathaveshapedthispointoflandovertime. Itishopedthatthereader, lookingatthe

landscapeofWatchHilltoday, willbehelpedtovisualizeitasithasbeenatvariousperiodsin

thepast. Sinceman-madefeaturesandhumaneventshavehadtheirimpact, thestoryalso

includessomeofthathumanhistory.

WhiletheprehistoryofWatchHillgoesbacktotheIceAgeandthegeologicalformation

ofthepeninsulafromdebrisleftbehindbytheretreatingglaciers, itsrecordedhistoryisrela-

tivelybrief, lessthanfourhundredyears. Itshistoryasaresortstretchesonly years.

WiththeadventintheseventeenthcenturyofEuropeancolonists, theforestsgavewayto

fieldsandpastures. Inthenineteenthcentury, thoughfieldsandpasturesbecamebuildingsites

forthehotelsandcottagesofthenewresort, thelandremainedunforestedandopen. Then,

intheearlyandmid-twentiethcentury, thetreesreturned, andtoday, asdevelopedasmuchof

WatchHillhasbecome, itismoreforestedthanatanytimesincetheeighteenthcentury. Great

stormsandotherdisastershavealsoworkedtheirchanges. Napatree, oncewoodedandthen

builtupon, returnedinlittlemorethanonehundredyearstoanaturalstate, albeitgreatly

reconfiguredandsubstantiallyreduced.

ManychoicespresentthemselvestoanyonewhoattemptstotellthestoryofhowWatch

Hillhasevolvedovertime, thelandovercenturiesandevenmillennia, thecommunityover

decadesandevencenturies. Aparticularchallengehasbeentoaccommodatethegoalof

highlightinggeologicalandecologicalchanges, whicharemostclearlydemonstratedinthe

Introduction
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particularareasofWatchHillwheretheyhaveoccurred, withoutsacrificingthechronological

progressionofthestory. Intheend, acompromisehasbeenmade. Thechronologicalflow

ismaintainedthroughthechapterstitled TheCottageColony and SomeCottages&Cottagers.

Thediscussionthenturns, insuccession, to TheWatchHill&WatchHillPoint; EastBeach,

theSaltPonds, &theFreshPonds; and NapatreePoint. Withineachofthesediscretesections,

thereisachronologicalprogression, whichrunsparalleltothatintheothers. Nextcome

chaptersonTheVillage andSomeWatchHillInstitutions. Attheconclusionaresomethoughts

aboutTheFuture.

Thechapteron SomeCottages&Cottagers deservesparticularcomment. It is both a summary

ofthedevelopment, streetbystreetandhousebyhouse, ofthecottagecolonyandastoryof

someofthediverseandremarkablepeoplewhohavepopulatedthecolonyoverthepastcentury

andaquarter. Manywereknowntothewriterattheoutset, butotherswerenot, andtheir

storiessimplyappearedintheprocessofresearch. Thesehavebeenasurpriseandadelight.

Howbesttoidentifythehousesofthe“cottagecolony” presentsachallenge. Withacon-

temporaryreadershipinmind, onemightbetemptedtoidentifyhousesbythenamesofpresent

owners. Butownerschange, andtheyalsodeservetheirprivacy. Propertiesareidentifiedin

thetextbytheirstreetandroadlocationsand, wherepossible, bycottagenames. Amapisalso

providedforeasyreference, asarelocationsinAppendixA. AppendixB identifiesthosewho

haveheadedupWatchHillinstitutions.

Oneobjectiveofthispublicationistobringtogetherinonetextsomeofthefascinating

detailsofthehistoryofWatchHillwhichcouldotherwisebefoundonlybyrecoursetomany

differentsources. Referencesconsultedarebyandlargesecondaryandareavailableforfurther

consultation, asdetailedinthe Notes and SelectedBibliography. Sometimesdifferentdatesare

providedindifferenttexts, andajudgmentcallhadtobemade. Whereinformationavailable

isonlyofananecdotalnature, itisidentifiedassuchorprefacedbysuchwordsas may ormight.

Occasionallythewriterhasallowedhimselfthelicensetomakeeditorialobservations,

raisequestions, andsuggestfuturedevelopments. Hetruststhesewillberecognizedashisalone

andgivennogreaterweight.

WeinviteallwhoknowandloveWatchHilltolearnmoreaboutitspastandtobeapart

ofoureffortstopreserveit.
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WatchHill, AsWeKnowIt

   , surroundedonthreesidesbythesea, WatchHill

relatestotheoceaninawaythatfewmainlandshorelinecommunitiesdo.1 Ontheeastand

south, itfacesBlockIslandSound, lookingtowardBlockIslandtothesoutheastandtoward

MontaukPointtothesouth. Forallintents, thisisopenocean, opentoswellsandstorms. East

Beachisnotedforitsoceansurf.

WatchHill, togetherwithMontaukPointtothesouth, formsthegatewaytoLongIsland

Sound. WatchHillPoint, alsoknownasLighthousePoint, separatestheoceantotheeastfrom

themoreshelteredwatersofFishersIslandSoundtothewest. Tothesouthwest, WatchHill

looksoverastringofreefstowardFishersIsland, NewYork. LittleNarragansettBay, theestuary

thatliesbetweenWatchHill’sNapatreePointandStonington’sBarnIslandandOsbrookPoint

andthemouthofthePawcatuckRiver, isashelteredarmofthesea.

AbrieftourofaportionofWatchHillwillhelporientthereadertothegeographyofthe

place. ApproachingWatchHillfromWesterlyalongWatchHillRoad, onepasses, ontheright,

variouscovesofthePawcatuckRiver, thefarshorebeingConnecticut. Onbothsidesofthe

roadisformerfarmland, largelybuiltup, exceptfortheportionoftheAvondaleFarmthathas

beenpreservedbytheWesterlyLandTrust.

WatchHillRoadturnsintoWesterlyRoad, andaturnontoWauwinnetAvenuebringsone

intothevillageonBayStreet. TakingBayStreetsouthalongtheBay, withtheWatchHillYacht

ClubandtheBeachCluboftheMisquamicutClubtotheright, onepassestheMerry-Go-

Roundand, proceedingupthehillonLarkinRoad, theLighthousetotheright, andarriveson

Bluff Avenue. TheWatchHillChapelisontheleftandtheOceanHouseontheright. Then

takingWesterlyRoadtoNinigretAvenueandOceanViewHighway, withtheclubhouseofthe

MisquamicutClubupthehillontheleftanditslowergolfcourseandpondsontheright, one

arrivesatShoreRoad(Route). ArightturntakesoneeasttoMisquamicut, Weekapaug,
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L I T T L E  N A R R A G A N S E T T  BAY

F I S H E R S  I S L A N D  S O U N D

N A PAT R E E  P O I N T

BA R N  I S L A N D

N A PAT R E E  B E A C H

Charlestown, andbeyond, andaleftturnbringsonebacktoWatchHillRoad, leftagainto

WatchHillandrighttoWesterly.

ThissimplelooparoundWatchHillislessthanfivemileslongandtakesonlyminutes.

Itpassesthroughaterrainshapedbyglaciers, overlandandbyseahuntedandfishedbythe

Indians, farmedbythecolonists, andlastlydevelopedasaresort. WatchHill’scharacterhas

beenshapedbythatlandandsea, bythearchitectureandinstitutionsoftheplace, andbythe

generationswhohavelivedhere.

Inearlysummer, theairisredolentofwildroses, honeysuckle, andbeachpea, andatall

seasonsofthebracingsaltofthesea. Assummerprogresses, adultsandchildrenflocktothe

sandybeachesandtaketothewaterinboats. Theyplaytennisandgolf, andsailandswimat

theclubs. Theygatheronmanicuredlawnsforparties. TheyworshipattheChapel. Andfor

threemonths, theylivealifeofactivesociabilityorquietrelaxationinacharmedplace.

Thenthoseleavewhoseworkcallsthemtothecities, andthechildrentoschoolorcollege.

Otherstravel. Here, asthebittersweetripenstoyellow, orange, andred, thebriskairoffall

sharpensthepleasureofthosewhoseschedulespermitthemtoenjoythegenerallymildand

peacefulendoftheseason. Someheadsouthforthewinter; othersreturnfortheoccasional

weekend. Stillothersstayputandrevelinthepeaceoftheseasonandevenintheexhilaration

ofthegalesofwinter. Owingtothemoderatinginfluenceofthesea, winterislessharshhere

thaninland.

Knownprimarilyasasummerplace, WatchHillisinfactaplaceforallseasons. Andfor

thosefortunateenoughtohavespentallorpartsoftheirliveshere, yearafteryear, thereis

nowheretheywouldratherbe. Careersmayhavetakenthemacrossthecountry, evenaround

theworld, butintheend, thisiswheretheyalwaystrulycomehome.
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LookingsouthfromaboveCurtisPointtoFoster’sCove, BatteyPoint,
theharbor, Napatree, andLighthousePoint.
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AviewtothesouthwestfromaboveEastBeachandtheAndersonponds.
Inthedistancestretchesthecrescentof NapatreeBeachandNapatreePoint.
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FromaboveLighthousePoint, lookingnortherlytoNapatree, LittleNarragansettBay,
andtheConnecticutshore, includingBarnIslandandOsbrookPoint.
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   onawarmsummerday, one’sthoughtswouldhardlyturntoice

andtheflowofglaciers. ButtheveryfabricofthelandofWatchHill, asitrisesfromthesea,

istheproductofglacialforcesthatsweptovertheregionmorethantwentythousandyears

ago. Thelastgreaticesheet, oneoftwotohavereachedsouthernNewEngland, originated

ineasternCanadaandisknownastheLaurentideglacier, fromitsorigininwhatbecame

knownastheLaurentianMountainsofQuebec. Atitsgreatestextent, itcoveredallofNew

Englandandwhat, intime, becametheocean, extendingouttoLongIsland, BlockIsland,

Martha’sVineyard, andNantucket, toadepthofseveralhundredfeet.

Duringthisgreatestglacialadvance, theleveloftheseawassometwohundredfeetlower

thanitistoday, andthecoastlinelaysomeseventy-fiveto milesoff thesouthcoastofBlock

IslandandLongIsland, alongwhatistodaythecontinentalshelf. Whatwasthenthecoastal

plain, andwaslatersubmergedbytherisingsea, wastundra, atreelessplainsuchasisfound

todayintheArcticregions.2 Dr. CharlesF. Hickox, ageologistintimatelyfamiliarwiththis

region, haswritten:

Thetundrasupportedvastherdsofgrazinganimalsincludingcaribou, muskox, woolymammoth

andextinctspeciesofbison. Harassingtheherdswerethecarnivores — saber-toothtigers, wolves

and, bytenthousandfivehundredyearsago, man. Today, offshorefishermenoccasionallybringup

walrustusks, mammothteethandstoneartifactsfromtheearliestAmericans.3

Whentheclimatebegantowarm, theleadingedgeoftheicemeltedaway, droppingits

rockyloadinaridgemorethanonehundredmileslong, runningeasterlyandwesterly.

Markingthefarthestsoutherlyextentoftheglacierandknowngeologicallyastheterminal

moraine, thatrockydebrisformedNantucket, Martha’sVineyard, BlockIsland, andthesouth

shoreofLongIsland.

Prehistory: From the Ice
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Severalthousandyearsaftertheterminalmorainewassetdown, theclimateagaincooled

andiceoncemoreflowedsouthward, carryingitsloadofsediments, toformasecondmoraine,

knownastherecessionalmoraine. Lying, liketheterminalmoraine, inaneasterlyandwesterly

arc, therecessionalmoraineformedmuchofthemainlandcoastofsouthernNewEngland.

ItranfromChathamtoWood’sHoleandreappearedalongtheRhodeIslandcoast, forming

hillsandislandsfromWatchHilltoFishersIslandandthenorthforkofLongIsland.

TherecessionalmoraineasitliesinwesternRhodeIslandisknownastheWatchHillor

Charlestownmoraine.

InWatchHill, thisrecessionalmoraineisseeninthegreatbluff — the“WatchHill” from

whichthisplacetakesitsname — andinNapatree, WatchHillPoint, andthehillyareaback

fromtheshore. OceanViewHighwayandShoreRoadfollowthefootoftheridge. Allwere

formedfromtheaccumulatedloadofboulders, gravel, sand, silt, clay, andotherearthendebris

scouredfromthebedrockbytheicesheet, sweptsouthwardasonaconveyorbelt, andfinally

leftbehindwiththemeltingofthislasticesheet.

Marksoftheglacier, apartfromtheridgesandheadlands, includetheboulders, seenevery-

where, butmostimpressively, perhaps, inthegreatrocksthatlieinthewateroff WatchHill

Point. Furtherevidenceoftheglacierincludesothergeologicalelementslessobvioustothe

non-geologist, includingkettles(orkettleholes)andkames. Withthewashoutofgraveland

otherdebrisfromthefaceofthemeltingglacier, largechunksoficefelloff andwereburiedin

thegravel. Whentheylatermelted, theyleftdepressions, knownaskettlesorkettleholes; and

wherethekettlesfilledwithwater, theyformedkettleponds. Kameswereformedofglacial

materialcollectedinfissuresbetweentheice, which, whentheicemelted, formedsteep-sided

ridges. KettlesarefoundonthegolfcourseoftheMisquamicutClub, wheretheyformfourof

thegreens.4 Afurthernotablelocalfeature, fullyvisibleuntilrecentdevelopmentalongthe

WatchHillRoadportionoftheAvondaleFarmpartiallyobscuredit, isakame, whichhasbeen

describedas“shapedlikeasugarloafandonlyabouttenfeethigh, justbesidetheroadfrom

WesterlytoWatchHill, stillstandingwheretheicesetitdowninaneatlittlepile.”5

JusttotheeastofWatchHill, therecessionalmoraineformsthehillylandtothenorthof

ShoreRoad(Route). Thekettleandkametopographyofthislandhasbeencharacterizedby

Hickoxas“anarrayofglaciologicalphenomena” thatheverymuchdoubts“canbefoundinany

otherplaceintheworld.”6 In, theWesterlyLandTrustacquired acresofthisarea, to

preserveitastheDr. JohnChamplinGlacierPark.7

Withthemeltingoftheice, theseagraduallyrosetocoverthecontinentalshelf, andthe

higherhillsofthemorainesbecameislandsastheseapouredthroughthemorainetoform

BlockIslandSoundandFishersIslandSound. Betweentwentythousandandtwelvethousand
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yearsago, thesealevelroseovertwohundredfeet, andoverthenextsixthousandyears, itcon-

tinuedtorise, nearlyreachingitspresentlevel.

Atthetimeofthelasticeage, LongIslandSounddidnotexist. Initsplacelayabroadriver

valleydrainingwhatbecametheConnecticutcoastalplain. Duringtheperiodofglacialretreat,

alargeglaciallakeformedthere, andultimately, perhapsaroundeleventhousandyearsago, its

watersoverflowedthemoraine, cuttingchannelsattheeasternendofwhatbecametheSound.

Thosechannelsarestillnotedbysailorsasthepassagesbetweenthevariousreefsthatrunfrom

WatchHillPointwesterlytoEastPoint, onFishersIsland: WatchHillPassage, SugarReef

Passage, CatcumbPassage, Lord’sPassage, andWicopessetPassage. Eventually, thechannels

drainedthelake. Inturn, overmanymoremillennia, therisingseafilledthedepression, turning

itintoanarmofthesea, LongIslandSound.

Withthetaperingoff oftherapidpostglacialriseinsealevels, sometimebetweensix

thousandandthreethousandyearsago, sedimentswereabletoaccumulateinprotectedareas

alongthecoast, andsaltmarshesgraduallyformed. Theshapetodayofthebluffs, hills, and

beachesreflectstheweatheringeffects, overmillennia, oftheelementsandthesea.
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      attheendofthefifteenthcentury, initially

assailors, fishermen, andexplorers, andlaterascolonists, settlingfirst, in, atPlymouth,

Massachusetts. Theyfoundaworldthat, forsometenthousandyears, hadbeenhometoIndian

peoples. ThoughthesepeoplearealsoreferredtoasNativeAmericans, they, liketheEuropeans,

wereimmigrantstothiscontinent, havingcrossedtheBeringStraitsonthelandbridgethat

thenexistedbetweenAsiaandNorthAmerica, perhapsasearlyastwelvetofourteenthousand

yearsago.

OverthemillenniabetweentheendoftheIceAgeandthearrivaloftheIndianshere,

southernNewEnglandhadevolvedfrompostglacialbarrennesstodiverseandvariedforest,

“composedinturnofspruce, whitepine, andfinally, byabout, yearsago, theoaks and other

hardwoodstypicaloftheforesttoday.”8 Contrarytoapopularmisconception, theforestsof

southernNewEnglandwerenotalldenseandimpenetrable. TheIndiancustomofregular

springandfallburningeliminateddenseunderbrush, andinmanyplacestheforestpresented

conditionsofparklikeopennessunderacanopyofgreattrees. Theperipateticlifestyleof

theIndians, whomixedhuntingandgatheringwithlimitedagriculture, alsocontributedtothe

reductionofforestdensity. WhentheIndiansmovedfromoneplacetoanother, astheland

lostitsfertilityforcrops, andasheavycuttingoftheforestforfirewoodoccurred, theyoften

leftbehindlargeclearedareasofgrassyopenspace. WhenGiovannidaVerrazanovisited

NarragansettBayin, hereportedfindingonesuchopenspace, whichconsistedoftwenty-

fivetothirtyleagues(aleaguebeingroughlythreemiles)oftreelessland.9

IndianTribes & theFirstEuropeans

 NoviBelgii. JohnOgilby/ArnoldusMontanus, London, Amsterdam, . BasedonanearlierDutch
version, thismap, whilereflectingthechangefromNewAmsterdamtoNewYork(), stillidentifiesthe
coloniesof NewYork, Connecticut, andRhodeIslandasNewNetherland. ThePawcatuckRiver, identified
as“Oester[East ]” River, isshownasbeingintheterritoryof thePequots(“Pequatoos”). Off thecoastare
shownLongIsland(“t’LangeEylant”), FishersIsland(“VissersEylant”), andBlockIsland(“AdriaenBlocks
Eylant”). Thecartoucheshowsvariousaspectsof nativeIndianlifeandafineimageof adugoutcanoe.
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TheabundanceofgameintheforestsofsouthernNewEnglandmadeagreatimpression

onearlyvisitors. Therewereelk, deer, beaver, hare, porcupine, turkey, quail, andruffedgrouse,

andthepredatorswhichpreyedonthem: eagles, hawks, lynxes, foxes, andwolves. Therewere

alsobears. AsignificantfeatureofIndianlifeinsouthernNewEnglandwastheseasonal move

betweenfallandwinterhuntinggroundsintheinterior, andspringandsummerfishingsites

alongthecoast. TheNarragansettIndianTribereportsthattribalmembershadtwohomes, a

winterhomeandasummerhome:

Thewinterhomewouldbecalledalonghouseinwhichupto familieswouldlivein[sic]over

thecoldmonths. Duringthesummer, thetribewouldmovetotheshoreandconstructWigwams

orWetus, temporarysheltermadeofbarkontheoutsideandwovenmatsontheinside. They

woulddigoutlargecanoesfromtreeswhichcouldholduptofortymen.10

Thereis, however, archaeologicalevidencefromsitesinRhodeIslandandelsewherealong

thesoutherncoastofNewEnglandthat, withtheestablishmentofsaltmarshesinthecoastal

region, thenativepopulationsdevelopedamoresedentarylifestyle, occupyingthecoastalsalt

pondandestuarinezoneformostoftheyearastheygrewtodependontherichresourcesthese

ecosystemsprovided. Athree-acresiteonBlockIsland, locatedwithintheestuarineboundaries

oftheGreatSaltPond, providesevidenceofayear-roundsettlementofsometwohundred

peoplelivinginlonghouses, somethirtytosixtyfeetinlength, andsubsistingonwildplants,

game, fish, andshellfish.11 BothIndiansandcolonistsenjoyedthe abundance ofthe coastal zone.

Inspawningseasoninthestreamsandrivers, thereweresmelt, alewives, sturgeon, andshad;

inthetidalzone, musselsandothershellfish; inthecoastalwaters, lobsters, salmon, stripedbass,

blues, flounder, andcod; andinthesaltmarshes, wildfowl, geese, brant, andmigratinghordes

ofpassengerpigeons.

ArchaeologicalfindsinWesterlyarefew, andwhatarchaeologicalstudieshavetaken

placeherehavebeenpreliminary. ButtheRhodeIslandHistoricalPreservation&Heritage

CommissionnotesthatWesterly’slocationatthemouthofthePawcatuckRiver, anditssalt

pondsandwetlands, suggestthatmanyimportantsitesmaybelocatedinthetown.12 Watch

Hill, directlyonthecoast, wasprobablyanareathatattractedyear-roundhabitation.

BeforetheEuropeansfirstsettledinwesternRhodeIsland, between and, there

werethreeprincipaltribesonthemainland: theNiantics, thePequots, andtheNarragansetts.

Theirinteractions, oftenincludingintertribalwarfare, hadanimpactthatcontinuedtobefelt

eveninthecolonialperiod, asthelandclaimsofthecoloniesoftenreflectedthepriorclaims

ofthetribeswholivedthere.

Initially, theNianticsheldswayalongthecoastfromtheConnecticutRivertowhatthey

calledWeecapaug, identifiedinsomesourcesasbeinginCharlestownandinothersasin

Westerly. ClearlythiswasthevicinityofmodernWeekapaug, Haversham, andShelterHarbor.
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Fromthecoast, theNianticterritoryreachedbackintotheinteriorforatleasttwenty-fiveto

thirtymiles. AllthischangedwiththearrivalofthePequotsfromtheirancestralhomenear

theheadwatersoftheHudsonRiver, inwhatbecameupstateNewYork. Afteracrushingraid

bythePequotsin andtheirseizureofmostoftheNianticdomain, theremnantpopulation

wasdividedintotwosmalltribes, awesterntribeandaneasterntribe.

The Western Niantics settled between the Connecticut River and what became New London.

TheEasternNianticssettledonthecoastbetweenthePawcatuckRiverandWeecapaug. Their

territory, whichtheycalled“Mishquamicuk” or“Misquamicut,” ranbackintotheforestsabout

thirtymiles. UndertheleadershipofthesachemNinigret, theEasternNianticsalliedthem-

selveswiththeNarragansetttribe, furthertotheeast. Thecolonists, whentheyarrived, made

littledistinctionbetweenthetwotribes, treatingthemessentiallyasone.

ThePequots, saidtobethemostwarliketribeinNewEngland, continuedtoclaimterritory

extendingtenmileseastofthePawcatuckandsoughttoexpeltheEasternNinticsfromit.

FurtherwarfareensuedbetweenthePequotsandtheNarragansettsandtheNiantics, inwhich

Sosoa,13 achiefwhohaddesertedthePequots, sidedwiththeNarragansetts. Fortheseservices,

hewasawardedtitletotheterritoryofMisquamicutbytheNarragansettsachem, Miantonomi.

Ultimately, thepowerofthePequotswasbrokenin whenaforceofMassachusettsBay

colonists, ledbyCaptainJohnMasonandsupportedbyNarragansetts, Niantics, Mohicans,

andConnecticutRiverIndians — inallsomefivehundredmen — defeatedsomesixhundred

PequotsinafieryroutandbloodymassacreattheirstrongholdatMystic. Afterthedefeatofthe

Pequots, ConnecticutbaseditsclaimstolandseastofthePawcatuckonthoseofthedefeated

tribe. Atthesametime, Massachusetts, whichhadsuppliedthevictoriousforce, usedthevictory

tojustifyitsownterritorialclaimstowesternRhodeIsland.

OthertribesoftheregionweretheManisses, theinhabitantsoftheislandknownas

Manisses(laterknownasBlockIsland)andtheMontauks, whopossessedtheeasternendof

Metoac(nowLongIsland). Warfareoccurredamongthesetribesandbetweenthemandthe

mainlandtribes. AbitterfeudbetweenNinigretoftheNianticsandWyandance, thesachem

oftheMontauks, ledtoonenotableeventatWatchHill. Onastill, moonlitnightofIndian

summer, , warriorsfromthetwotribessetforthonraidsagainsteachotheracrossBlock

IslandSound, presumablyindugoutcanoes. Thepositionofthemoonanditsreflectionon

thepaddlesoftheMontauksallowedtheNianticstoseetheapproachingraidersbeforethey

themselvescouldbeseen. TheNianticsreturnedtotheshorenearWatchHill, wherethey

concealedthemselvesandambushedtheinvadingforce. TheywipedouttheMontaukraiders

almosttoaman. Encouragedbyhisvictory, NinigretissaidtohavesetforthforMetoacand

tohavegreatlyweakenedthedefeatedtribeonitsownterritory.14 Theseadventuresdemonstrate

thatevenbeforethearrivalofEuropeans, WatchHillwasanimportantsite, owingtoits
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strategiclocation. Itwasbothatthemouthofanavigableriver, anditcommandedthepassage

fromtheeasternoceanintoLongIslandSound.

ThereisalsoataleofawarbetweentheManissesofBlockIslandandthemainlandNarra-

gansetts, inwhichaprincessoftheNarragansettsortheNianticswastakencaptiveandtrans-

portedtotheisland. Shewaslaterredeemedatagreatpricewithwampumsecuredfroma

Connecticutcolonist, ThomasStanton, anotedIndianinterpreterandafounderofStonington,

who, intheearlys, hadestablishedatradingpostforfursandskinsatthefordofthe

PawcatuckRiver, acrossfromwheretheWesterlyYachtClubnowstands. Asaconsequenceof

hisassistance, hewasawardedagrantoflandinwhatbecameCharlestown. TheStantonlegacy

inCharlestownismemorializedinboththemonumentthatstandsinfrontoftheWilcox

TavernonRoute andinthenameoftheGeneralStantonInn.15

OfnosmallconsequencetothenativepopulationsofNewEngland were European diseases,

againstwhichtheypossessednoimmunity. ThefirstrecordedepidemicinsouthernNew

England, referredtoas“plague” bysomecontemporaries, butpossiblyeitherchickenpoxor

thehepatitisvirus, centeredaroundMassachusettsBayintheyears‒ andisestimatedto

havereducedpopulationstherebyasmuchasninetypercent. Seriousoutbreaksofdisease

occurredagaininthes, andin asmallpoxepidemicspreadalongthesouthernRhode

IslandcoastwestofNarragansettBay, withmortalityratesagainmorethanninetypercent.

Theseepidemicsleftmanyvillagesdeserted, andlandopenandavailableforEuropeansettle-

ment. Itisgenerallyacceptedthatby, nativepopulationsinsouthernNewEnglandhad

beenreducedbydiseaseandwarfaretoone-tenthoftheirformerstrength.16

TheDutch, whoseprincipalsettlementtothewestwasknownasNewAmsterdamuntil

itscapitulationtotheEnglishin anditsemergenceasNewYork, wereearlyvisitorstothe

RhodeIslandcoast, wheretheytradedwiththeIndiansforfurs. Dutchmapmakers, whowere

thefirsttochartthearea, identifiedWatchHillasEastPointandthePawcatuckRiverasEast

River(figs.  & ). In theDutchexplorerAdriaenBlock, whogaveBlockIslanditsname,

exploredLongIslandSound, sailingupboththeConnecticutandPawcatuckRiversandthen

alongtheRhodeIslandcoasttoNarragansettBayandbeyond. Sailinghiscraft, theRestless,

  ⁄ feetlongby  ⁄ feetwide, builtontheHudsoninthepreviouswinterof‒, heis

creditedwithhavingdiscoveredthePawcatuckRiver. Indeed, thefirstknownmapoftheregion,

sketchedbytheDutchgeographerJohanorJohannesDeLaet, issaidtohavebeentaken

fromBlock’s journal, whichhasbeenlost. BlockreferstothemouthofthePawcatuckas

“acrookedpoint, intheshapeofasickle, behindwhichisasmallstreamorinlet.”17 Asimilar

descriptionofNapatreeandthePawcatuckcomesdirectlyfromDeLaet, inhisNewWorld:

“Onthemainlandwithinthebayliesacurvedpromontory, behindwhichthereisasmall

streamorinlet, whichiscalledbyourpeopleEastRiver, sinceitextendstowardstheeast.”18
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IndiscussingtheDutchcommercealongthecoast, FredericDenisonindicatesthatatleast

oneoftheregion’ssaltpondswasofsufficientdepthtoaccommodatecoastalsailingvessels. He

notesthatNinigrethadformedatemporarycompactwiththeDutchwhichwasstillineffect

in, andthat“DutchkeelsenteredaharborthatancientlyexistedontheshoreeastofWatch

Hill, andwhichisnowknownasQuonocontaug[sic]Pond.”19

DenisonaddsthattheQuonochontaugPondharbormouthsubsequentlybecamefilledwith

sand, andthataslateas, itwasproposedtodivertthePawcatuckRiverbyacanalintothis

pond, “toreopenandkeepinconditiontheancientharbor.”20 Denisonsaysthatthecolonyhad

offeredtodefraytwo-thirdsofthecost. NelsonW. Pickeringcommentsthat“Suchachannel

wouldhavereducedtheflowofwaterinthePawcatuckRiverandfortunatelywasopposedby

manyonthegroundsofdamagetoriverfisheries, millpowerandnavigation.” Heconcludes,

“The project died in the Assembly.”21 Pickering also reports on the ancient fordofthePawcatuck,

whichhesayswasafewyardsdownstreamfromthepresentbridge, andwasusedbytheIndians

astheirmaineast-westtrail, aswellasbytheearlysettlersforthesamepurpose. Theford

wasknowntotheIndiansas“Pawcatuck,” andthustherivertookitslocalnamefromtheford.

WesterlyitselfwasfirstknownasPawcatuckBridge.22

DirectlypertainingtoWatchHillistherevelationthatbeforethecolonialperiod, the

PawcatuckRiverflowedtotheseathroughNapatreeBeach. Denisonsuggeststhattheentire

courseoftherivermighthavechangedovertheyears, originallyflowingoutatWatchHilland

onlylaterwindingitswaywestwardtowardStonington. Writingin, hestatesthat“The

oldchannelstillterminatesabruptlyattheWatchHillLanding,” andthatthoughachange

intheriver’smouth“occurredbeforethecoastwaspossessedbythewhites, yetabreachthrough

thesandridgeremainedtillthebeginningofthepresent[nineteenth]century.”23 AlbertP.

Pendletonamplifiesonthisphenomenon:

WestartatwhatinancienttimeswascalledtheOldBreech, whichtraditionsayswasanopen

passagefromtherivertoLongIslandSound. Itwassupposedtohavebeenlocatedalittlewestof

BayStreet, nearthebathingbeachandenabledsmallboatstopassfromtherivertothesound

withoutgoingoutbyStonington. Ifsuchapassageexisted, andprobablyitdid, itfilledupmany

years ago.24

WhilesupportingDenison’sinformationaboutthechannelatWatchHill, Pendletonquestions

hisassertionthattherehadbeenachangeinthemouthofthePawcatuckandsuggeststhatthe

WatchHillchannelwasoneoftwooutletsoftheriver: “Althoughitmighthavebeenthought

bysomethatthis[Napatree]formerlywastheonlyoutletforthePawcatuck, thereisnotmuch

doubt that the outflow of the water is and always was in its present channel [i.e., at Stonington].”25

DenisonreferstothearrivalofthefirstsettlersasbeingbyboatalongthecoastorbyIndian

trailsthroughthedeepforests, makingthefirstclearingsinthedensewilderness. Theirshelters,
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hesays, were“loghouses, sometimeshalfbeneaththeearthandhalfabove, thatchedoftenwith

slabsandbark, rarelyfurnishedwithwindows.”26

ThefirstEuropeansettlementofRhodeIslandwasbyRogerWilliams. Banishedbythe

PuritansoftheMassachusettsBayColonyforhislibertarianviews, Williamsmadehisway

throughthewildernessfromSalemtothesiteofProvidence, neartheheadofNarragansettBay,

in. Histolerantattitudetowardthenativepeoplesethimapartfrommanyothersinthe

NewEnglandcolonies, andheestablishedthepracticethatothersettlersinRhodeIsland

continuedtohonor, ofcompensatingthenativesforanylandthattheyacquired.27 Williamswas

 NovaBelgicaetAngliaNova. Dated, thislaterstateof a mapbyWilliamJanszoonBlaeuof Amsterdamwas
executedbyBlaeu’sson, JoanBlaeu. ThePawcatuck, “OesterRivierken,” isshownbehindthesickleshapeof Napatree, herequite
accuratelydrawn. FishersIslandismisidentifiedasLongIsland(“t’LangeEyland”), whileLongIslanditself isidentifiedby
itsIndiannameof “Matouwacs.” DugoutcanoesandEuropeansailingvesselsplythesea.
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alsoresponsibleforobtainingaroyalcharterfromEngland, in, underwhichProvidence

andthesubsequentsettlementsatPortsmouth, Newport, andWarwickwereconsolidatedinto

asinglecolony, knownasRhodeIslandandProvidencePlantations.

Thesettlementofthewesternpartofthecolonyfollowedtheeasternsettlementsbysome

twentyyears. In agroupofNewportsettlerspurchasedatractoflandtwentymileslong

andtenmileswide, lyingalongthecoastbetweenWeecapaugontheeastandthePawcatuck

Riveronthewest, fromtheIndianchiefSosoa, whohadreceiveditfromMiantonomi(see

fig. ). ThisgrantencompassedthepresenttownsofWesterly, Charlestown, Hopkinton, and

Richmond. Withinit, ofcourse, wasWatchHill. Ayearlater, thegrantwaschallengedby

Ninigret, apparentlythroughtheinfluenceoftheConnecticutandMassachusettsBaycolonies,

butitsvaliditywassupportedbyWawaloam, thewidowofMiantonomi, whoin confirmed

herhusband’sgrantinanextraordinarydocument, signedwithhermarkofabowandarrow.

Twoyearslater, asecondroyalcharterputanendtotheclaimoftheMassachusettsBayColony

tothewesternpartofthecolony, aswellastoBlockIsland.

Thepropertyconveyedbythe grantwascalledbytheIndians“Mishquamicuk” or

“Misquamicut,” whichWilliamstranslatedaslandoftheredfishorsalmon.28 Westerly, asthe

newsettlementwascalledatitsincorporationin, wasbythatdateinhabitedbythirty

Europeanfamilies. Theareawasdescribedas“densewilderness”29 traversedonlybyIndian

trails. ItwasthefirsttownincorporatedinKing’sProvince, later, aftertheRevolution, tobe

knownasWashingtonCounty.

TheincreasingnumberofEuropeansettlersbetweenthesandthesledtoincreas-

ingtensionsbetweentheIndiansandtheEuropeansallalongthecoast. Landandissuesrelated

tolandwerecentraltothesedisagreements.

TotheEnglish, apurchaseofland, generallytransactedwithaspecificamountofwampum, was

aboundedfinitetransaction: thelandbecameEnglishwhenthewampumchangedhands, and

thepeoplewhosoldthelandwereoftenrequiredtoleaveit. TotheIndians, atleastatfirst, the

exchangeofwampumdidnotfinalizeasale. Instead, itaffirmedanewsocialobligation. The

IndianswouldlettheEnglishusethelandand, inexchangeforthatprivilege, expectedthenew-

comerstocontributetothesocialwell-beingoftheIndiancommunity.30

Butthedifferencesweredeeperandmoreintractable. Theywenttotheheartofthesocialorder

ofIndianculture.

ThepresenceofEuropeansettlersturnedtheIndians’ worldupsidedown. Patternsoflifewhich

developedoverthousandsofyearswerenowupset, asthedeep-seatedandlong-standingcharacter

oflifeandculturechanged. Theobjectsofdailylife, suchasfood, clothing, andtools, changed;

thepatternoflifealsochanged, astheIndiansubsistenceeconomyandself-sufficiencygaveway

toamarketandtradingeconomy.31
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AsaconsequenceofhisfacilitywiththelanguageoftheNarragansettsandthetrusthehad

earnedfromthem, RogerWilliamswasabletoplayavitaldiplomaticrolebetweentheparties.

Yetevenhecouldnotforestalltheviolencetocome.

WhenthebloodyconflictbetweenthesettlersandtheIndians, knownasKingPhilip’s

War, brokeoutinthisregionin, theWesterlysettlerswereforcedtofleetheirhomesand

takeshelterinNewport. Metacom, orPhilip, ashewascalledbythecolonists, waschiefof

theneighboringWampanoagTribe, butheledtheNarragansettsintothefight. Followingthe

defeatanddeathofPhilipinAugustof, thesettlersbegantoreturntotheirhomes, but

sodisruptedwerecivicaffairsthatitwasanothertwoyearsbeforeanyWesterlydeputieswere

returnedtotheGeneralAssembly.32

TheeffectonthedefeatedNarragansettswasdevastating, reducingtheirnumbersfroman

estimatedthirtythousandinthestofewerthanonethousandafterthewar. Thecolonists

rebuilttheircommunities, buttheIndianswerelargelyscattered, someasfarawayasCanada,

andmanyotherswereenslavedorforcedintoservitude.33 Inthedecadesfollowingthewar, the

colonialgovernmentofRhodeIslandsetupanIndianreservation. Officiallyestablishedin,

itconsistedofatractofaboutthirtysquaremilesinCharlestown:

ThelegislaturespecifiedthatthelandwassetasideforNinigretII andhisheirsforever. The

sachemwasprohibitedfromsellingthelandwithoutthecolony’sapproval; hegaveupaclaim

tootherNiantic-NarragansettlandinsouthernRhodeIsland. Defeatedinwar, muchoftheir

landconquered, seized, andoccupied, IndianpeopleinRhodeIslandfacedanuncertainfuture.34

SeasideTopics, whoseseventyyearsofsummerreportingandhistoricalessaysprovidemuch

fascinatingdetailofthehistoryofWatchHill, notesthatitwasonlyin thattheStateof

RhodeIslandpurchasedallthe“right, titleandinterest” oftheremnantNarragansettTribe

initsremainingland, some acres, for$,. Therewerethen survivingmembersofthe

tribe, fortyofwhomlivedinWesterly. Eachsurvivorreceived$..35 Thisevent, ineffect,

markedthelegalextinctionofthetribe. Butitwasn’ttheendofthestory. Nearlyonehundred

yearslater, in, membersofthetribefiledsuitinfederalcourtforthereturnoftriballands.

In theStateofRhodeIslandandthetribeenteredintoasettlement, whichresultedin

anawardtothetribeofsomeeighteenhundredacresinCharlestown. In the same year, members

ofthetribepetitionedforfederalrecognition, andin thefederalBureauofIndianAffairs

recognizedtheNarragansettIndianTribe.36
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describedas“oneofthechiefesachems,” a“chiefesouldier” and“a

notableinstrument” amongthenatives,37 isbelievedtohavelivedat

WatchHill, onthesiteoftheOceanHouse. AccordingtoMary

AgnesBest, “Ninigret, Nianticchief, transferredtoEzekielGavitta

tractoflandamilesquarefortheconsiderationofajugofrum, afew

blanketsandsomegewgaws. TheoriginalGavitthouseputouttosea

inthegaleof. OntheveryspotwhereNinigretlivedtheOcean

Housewasbuilt.”38 DenisonreportsthatNinigretrefusedKing

Philip’ssolicitationtojoininhiscampaigntoexterminatethewhite

population: “HehadreceivedapresentofacoatfromKingCharles,

whichgreatly delightedhim, andwhichheproudlyworewhenper-

sonsofrankvisitedhim, andonoccasionsofstate. Othergiftsof

utensilsandornaments, andtheadvantagesoftraffic, linkedhis

attachmentstothewhites.”39 ItisnotclearwhichKingCharles

madethegift, CharlesI, whoreigned–, orhissonCharlesII,

whoaftertheRestorationoftheMonarchy, reigned–.

DenisonnotesfurtherthataportraitofNinigretwaspainted

duringavisithemadetoBostonin andthatitwasintheposses-

sionoftheWinslow family. It would be the model for the engraved

imagethatappearsinthefrontispiecetohisbook, andtheengraving

inturnbecamethemodelforastainedglasswindow, dated, dis-

playedintheeastentrancetotheMemorialandLibraryAssociation

ofWesterly. In thepaintingwasdonatedtotheMuseumofArt

oftheRhodeIslandSchoolofDesign(fig. ). Currentscholarship

doesnotsupportthetraditionthatthepaintingisofNinigret, but

confirmsitsauthenticityasanimageofaNativeAmericansachem

ofabout.40 AnevenmorefamiliarimageofNinigretisthecast

bronzesculpturethatsitsintheWatchHillVillagepark(fig. ). That

sculpture, byAmericanEnidYandell, struckinParisin, issaid

tohavebeeninspiredbyoneofatroopofIndianswhovisitedParis

withBuffaloBill’sWildWestShowandwhosatforYandell. Itwas

giventotheWatchHillFireDistrictbyMrs. ClementA. Griscom

in memory ofherhusband.

Setonanimposingnativegraniteplinth, thesculpturewasorigi-

nallyplacedatthejunctionofWesterlyRoadandNinigretAvenue

in asafountain, waterflowingfromthemouthsofthetwofish

Ninigretholds. Itreplacedanearlierironfountainatthesamesite. In

 thesculpturewasrelocatedtothepark. Itwastransferredtothe

lawnoftheMemorialHouseoftheWatchHillImprovementSociety

in, onlytobereturnedtotheparklater.



 TheNinigretFountainatitsfirstlocationattheintersection
of WesterlyRoadandNinigretAvenue.

 LongidentifiedasNinigret, thesubjectof thispaintingof
ca.  isnowconsideredtobeanunknown, butauthentically
depicted, NativeAmericansachem. Museumof Art, Rhode
IslandSchoolof Design, Giftof Mr. RobertWinthrop.
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 ThisistheJune, , deedbywhichSosoaconveyedthetractknownasMisquamicuttotheEnglishsettlersof whatbecameWesterly. Thetract
encompassedwhattodayarethetownsof Westerly, Charlestown, Hopkinton, andRichmond. Ayearlater, thevalidityof thegrantwaschallenged
byNinigret, whoclaimedthatheandnotSosoawastherightfulownerof theland. Sosoa’stitlewas, however, confirmedbyWawaloam, widowof
thesachemMiantonomi, whodeclaredthatshehadbeenawitnesstotheconveyancetoSosoabyherhusbandandheruncleCanonicus.

Reproduction is Prohibited



Reproduction is Prohibited



  that the first white settlers ofWesterly arrived some years before the purchase

oftheMisquamicuttractfromSosoa(fig. ). JohnandMaryLawtonBabcocksettlednear

MastuxetBrook, whichflowsintothePawcatuckatMastuxetCove. Agranitemarker, identify-

ing asthedateoftheirarrival, standsonthewestsideofWatchHillRoad, nearthepoint

where, today, WinnapaugRoadturnseasttowardAirportRoad.

WatchHillresidentReginaldE. Peck, whoseformerfamilypropertyislocatedatthe

northerlyendoftheharbor, justwestoftheoldFireHouse, accumulatedawealthofdetails

aboutearlyWatchHillinhisprivatelypublished paper, EarlyLandHoldersof WatchHill.41

Peckwritesthatasearlyas, thename“WatchHill” ismentionedintherecordsofthe

GeneralCourtofConnecticut, inadecisionconfirmingalandtitle.42 Itshouldbenoted

thattheclaimoftheColonyofConnecticuttothisareawassettledinfavorofRhodeIsland

only in .

PeckidentifiesthefirstrecordedcoloniallandholderofWatchHillasCaptain(laterMajor

General)DanielGookin, whoin receivedagrantoffivehundredacresfromtheGeneral

CourtoftheMassachusettsBayColony, for“publickservicedonne.” Thepropertywasbounded

onthewestbythePawcatuckRiver, onthesouthbytheSound, ontheeastbylandofone

ThomasPrentice, andonthenorthbythewilderness.43 Exactlyhowthisgrantsquareswiththe

grantofMisquamicutfromSosoain isnotclear. CertainlytheGookinlandiswithinthe

areaofthe conveyance.

ThefirsthouserecordedasbeingbuiltatWatchHillwaserectedbyGookinin for

histenant, ThaitStrickland.44 So, perhapsasearlyas andnolaterthan, landinWatch

Hillwasfarmed, andthetransitionwouldhavebegunbetweenforestedandclearedland.

GookinsoldhispropertytoSymonLyndein, andLynde’sson Nathaniel, who inherited

ituponhisfather’sdeathin, soldthepropertyandanadditionalfivehundredacresto

EarlyWatchHill: Theth & thCenturies
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CaptainJamesPendleton. Thedeed, whichconveysroughlyonethousandacres, givessome

senseofthevariedlandscapeincludedintheoriginalgrant.45 Itwouldappeartoencompass

allofwhatbecameAvondaleand Watch Hill and included “missuges, tenements, edifices, build-

ings, trees, timber, woodandunderwood, fields, feadings, pastures, moores, marshes, swamps,

meadows, ponds, pooles, beaches, river, rivulets, water-courses, fishing, fouling, hawking,

andallotherprivileges.”46 Althoughthisrecitationoftheelementsofpropertyconveyedis

inpartlegalconveyanceboilerplatelanguageoftheperiod, thisshouldalsobereadliterally

asadescriptionofthelandscapeofWatchHillintheseventeenthcentury.47 Intheeighteenth

century, theFrench-AmericanauthorandnaturalistMichel-Guillaume-JeandeCrévecoeur

reportedofthisarea, “Amancanfishwithonehandandfarmwiththeother.”48

Whilefarmingspread, DenisonreportsthatthetownofWesterlyretainedheavyforests

throughouttheeighteenthcentury, butthat“Theyweregraduallyconsumedbytheimmense

chimneysoftheplantersandtheaxesofship-builders. Manyoftheprimitivetreeswereover-

turnedbygales; thelastofthemonthecoastfellbeforethehurricaneinSeptember, .”49

Inthelateseventeenthandearlyeighteenthcenturies, thekeepingofdomesticanimalswas

acostlymatter, as“Everydomesticanimalhadtobefolded[keptinafold]atnight.”50 In

thecolonypaidabountyoftenshillingsperheadonwolves, andayearlater, Westerlyvoted

“twentyshillingsinmoneytoanEnglishman, andtenshillingstoanIndian, foreverygrone

[grown]wolfethatisceht[caught]orkilled.”51 Denisonattributesthedisappearanceofwild

animalsinWesterlyearlyintheeighteenthcenturytothewidespreadeffortsofthesettlersto

controlwildlifepopulations:

Sonumerouswerebears, foxes, wolves, andwildcats, thatthepeoplesometimes, fortheirown

safetyaswellasthatoftheirstock, wouldsetapartdaysinwhichalltheable-bodiedmen, armed

withmusket, pouch, andhorn, andaccompaniedwiththeirdeep-moutheddogs, woulduniteand

“drive” theforests, hills, andswampstodiminishtheinsatiatecarnivora.52

“Englishmuskets,” hewrites, “weremoreexterminatingthanIndianarrows.” But, hesays, some

wildbeasts“lingeredintheswamps, ledges, andthickwoods.” Hethenreportsoneincident

whenabearrushedahunteronBearHill, whichhedescribesas“thehighestbluff nearWatch

Hill, — thencoveredwithheavyoaks.” Thehunter, hesays, managedtoshootthebearata

distanceofonlytenfeet. “Therockcrowningthehillwasthehunter’sshield.”53 WhetherBear

HillistheWatchHillorwhatbecameknownasSunsetHillisuncertain, butitislikelythatit

isthelatter.54

In, theyearofthefirstU.S. census, threefamilies — thoseofGeorgeFoster, Hezekiah

Wilcox, andPelegWilcox, anaggregateofseventeenpeople — areidentifiedaslivingatWatch

Hill. In therewerethreepropertiescontributingtaxesinatotalamountof$. tothe

TownofWesterly.55 Asnotedinthechapteronthecottagecolony, theoldFosterhomestead,

builtabout, stillstands.
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Inthelateeighteenthandearlynineteenthcenturies, TimothyDwight, presidentofYale

Collegefrom to, madeanumberofnotableperegrinationsthroughNewYorkand

NewEngland(fig. ). Hisreportofthesejourneyswaspublishedposthumouslyin as

PresidentDwight’sTravelsinNewEnglandandNewYork. In, onhiswayfromNewHaven

toProvincetown, DwightpassedthroughWesterly:

WecrossedthePawcatuckRiver, whichdividesConnecticutfromRhodeIsland. Atthebridge

thereisaprettyvillage, principallyinWesterly, containingperhapstwentyhouses…

PawcatuckRiverformstheonlyharborinWesterly, andfurnishesexcellentfisheriesforbass,

eels, blackfish, shadandherrings. Inthebaywhichisformedatitsmouth[LittleNarragansett

Bay], thesekindsoffisharecaughtinasgreatabundanceasperhapsinanypartofNewEngland.

Longandroundclams, alsooysters, andalittlefartheroutinthesoundlobstersarefoundin

greatnumbers…

Thelandinthistownshipisdividedintotwokinds. TheborderoftheSound, whichisgener-

allygood; andthatintheinterior, whichisacollectionofhills, stony, sandy, andlean, originally

coveredwithshruboaksandpitchpines…Exceptthevillageabovementioned, Westerlyisa

collectionoffarms.56

 In, YaleCollegepresident
Timothy Dwight visited Westerly,
thenavillageof sometwentyhouses.
Thismapwascreatedforinclusion
inPresidentDwight’sTravels

inNewEnglandandNewYork,

publishedposthumouslyin.
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 Afancifulaerialviewof WatchHillinthes. Thesickleshapeof NapatreeandSandyPointareshowninthebackground, reachingtowardthe
Connecticutcoast. TheLarkinHousedominatesthelandtothewestof theGreatBluff ortheWatchHill. ThefirstWatchHillHouseisonthehighground
inthecenter, andbelowittheAtlanticHouse. AtthefarrightistheOceanHouse. Alsoshownare, onthefarleft, thecottagethenknownas“OceanMound”
and, inthemiddleforeground, the“AlsopCottage” andthe“H. A. GrantCottage,” whichwerelatermovedtoaccommodatethebuildingof “TheKedge.”

Reproduction is Prohibited



Reproduction is Prohibited



     , thelandscapeatWatch Hill changed

onceagain, asfarmlandgraduallywasconvertedtoresortuses(fig. ). Asearlyas, Watch

Hill’sfirsthotel, theWatchHillHouse, wasbuiltbyJonathanNash, whohadservedaskeeper

ofthelighthousefrom untilthatyear(fig. ). Beforehisretirement, Nashhadalready

launchedwhatwouldbecomehissecondcareer, innkeeping, byhostingguestsatthelighthouse,

apparentlyacommonpracticeamonglightkeepersuntilthegovernmentissuedordersprohibit-

ingit. Duringhislighthousetenure, Nashhadacquiredasixty-oneacretract, whichstretched

fromEastBeachtoLittleNarragansettBay.57 Thenewhotelstoodonthecrestofthehill, south

ofthelatersiteoftheChapel, itspropertyfrontingonLarkinRoadandBluff Avenue. Itsfirst

proprietorwasNash’sson, CaptainGeorgeM. Nash, whowasnotedfortheexcellenceofhis

¢ lobsterdinners. Hisbookkeeping, however, wasdistinctlyinformal, consistingonlyofmark-

ingsinchalkonthedoorsoftheguestrooms, indicatingthenumberofdaysofanoccupant’s

stay. Heissaidtohaveattendedtomanyofhisdutiesasmanager, barefooted.58

PortionsofJonathanNash’spropertywouldlaterbecomethesitesofotherhostelries, some

ofwhichwereoperatedbyhischildren. In, hisson-in-law, HenryDickens, andhisson

GeorgeboughtpropertyonthesouthsideofPlimptonRoad, togetherwithahouse, which

becametheDickensInn. TherefollowedtheNarragansettHouse, builtbyNathanE. Nash

about onBayStreet, tothesouthofPlimptonRoad. TheNarragansettwasoperatedby

Nathanandhisbrother, WinslowN. Nash, andwasreportedbyonevisitortobethemosthos-

pitablehotelandtohavethebestfood. Inthatsameyear, WinslowNashboughtthelottothe

westoftheDickensInnandopenedtheBayViewHouse.

EdwinR. Champlin, reminiscingaboutthepermanentresidentsofWatchHillinthes

ands, morethansixtyyearslater, hadthistosayabouttheNashes: “TheGeorgeM. Nash

FromFarmtoResort
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familywasoneofthemostimportantmembersofthecommunity. Irememberthemallfrom

myearliestyears, afamilywhichinhospitablespirit, senseofserviceduethepublicandbent

towardprovidingmeansofcommunitygrowthwasneverexcelled, ifequaled, there.”59 Inthose

earlydaysoftheresort, thelifeofthelocalcommunityremainedsimpleandquiet, especially

sointhewinter. Champlin, wholivedinLotteryville(Avondale), recalledearlywagontrips

hemadetotheHill, deliveringbarrelsofflour, jugsofmolasses, packagesoftea, andvarious

smallgroceriestotheinhabitants. Twotripsaweek, hesaid, wouldservethepurposeofgrocery

deliveryinthemildmonthsandoneinthewinter. Ofthatseason, hesaid:

Itwasasevereexperienceinthewinter, bothfortheolderandtheyoungerriders, theboywho

heldthehorsefaringashardasanyone. Nonewswastobeexpectedfromthehousesonwinter

trips, everyfamilybeingsnowedinandthehousesice-clad. Therewasagreatamountofsnow

inthosedaysinbothWatchHillandLotteryville.60

Astheresortbecamemoredeveloped, providingitwithfreshproducebecameaneven

greaterundertaking, inwhichmanysupplierstookpart. Foremostwerethesurroundingfarms —

theAvondaleorChapmanFarm, FosterFarmonBeachStreetinWesterly, theChamplinFarm

attheNarrows, inAvondale, andtheClarkFarmonShoreRoad, justeastofwhereOceanView

Highwayintersectsthatroad. AlsoplayingamajorroleinprovisioningtheHillwastheStanton

orDavisFarm, acrosstheriverinStonington. AsJohn“Whit” Davisrecentlyrecalled, the

Davisfarmsupplieddairyproductsdaily. Thecowsweremilkedat a.m., thenthemilkand

 WatchHill ’sfirsthotel, the
originalWatchHillHouse, built
about byJonathanNash.
Shortlyafterthisphotographwas
taken, thebuildingwasmoved
acrossBluff Avenuetoaccommo-
datethenewWatchHillHouse,
which, liketheChapelvisibleto
theright, wasbuiltin. Bluff

Avenueappearsaslittlemore
thanacartpath.
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creamweretransportedbyhorseandwagontotheDavisdock, loadedontoaflat-bottomed

skiff andcarriedacrosstoAvondale, whereanotherhorseandwagonwerekeptattheBurdick

property. Deliveriesweremadetothecottagesandhotelsbefore a.m. Onceaweek, icedsplit

chickensandvegetablesalsocamefromtheDavisfarm.61

Beforerefrigerationbecamecommoninthemid-twentiethcentury, icewasdelivereddaily

totheiceboxesofthecolony. Oneofthepondsprovidingthaticewaslocatedjusttotheeastof

IcePondRoad, acrossWatchHillRoadfromthePawcatuckRiverandBabcockCoveinthe

late-twentieth-centurydevelopmentknownasNoBottomPond. Theoldicehouse, established

in astheWesterly-WatchHillIceCompany, waslocatedalongthewater, onthesouth

sideofRamPoint. By, therefrigeratingequipmentwasoperatedbyelectricity.

Astheyearsprogressed, thesummercommunitygrew. NextofthehotelscametheAtlantic

House, builtin forHenryDickensandDavidL. Taylor(fig. ). Overlookingthebayfrom

thenortherlysideofMastuxetTerrace, itwaslaterrenamedtheColonialHouse. Itwasthere

thatJ. FrankChamplin, proprietoroftheOceanHouseforoverfiftyyears, beganhiscareerin

thehotelbusiness, asadishwasher.

ThePlimptonHousewasbuiltin byAndrewS. PlimptonofHartford, on the northerly

sideofPlimptonRoad, onlandthatJonathanNash’ssonJosephhadacquiredin (figs.  &

). PlimptonhadpreviouslymanagedtheDixonHouseinWesterly. Aguestin wasformer

PresidentRutherfordB. Hayes, whoreceivedfriendsthereintheevening.62 TheDickensInn

andtheBayViewHouse, bothontheoppositesideofPlimptonRoad, becameannexesofthe

 TheAtlanticHouse, laterrenamedthe
ColonialHouse, wasbuiltin onthe
northerlysideof MastuxetTerrace, a
pedestrianthoroughfare, whichranfrom
theWatchHillHousedownthehillto
BayStreet. Inthisview, theNarragansett
Houseisvisibleattheleft.
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PlimptonHouse. TheDickensInnwastorndownin; thePlimptonHouseandtheBay

ViewHouse(ontheleftinfig. )weretorndownaftertheHurricaneof. ThePlimpton

HousepropertybecamethesiteoftheWatchHillMotorCourt.

TheOceanHousewasbuiltin byCaptainGeorgeNash, whohadretiredfromrunning

theWatchHillHouse(fig. ). Heoperatedthenewhotelonlybriefly, turningitoverfirst

toEdwardBrewerofSpringfield, Massachusetts, thentoChamplin&Stone, andfinallyto

J. FrankChamplin. Thefirstofthehotel’sthreemassivewings, thattothenorth, reachingto

WesterlyRoad, wasaddedin. Thetwowingsontheoceansidefollowed, andwerethem-

 ThePlimptonHouse, builtin
, wasonthenortherlysideof
PlimptonRoadandlookedoutover
thePlimptonDocktotheharbor
andthebay. Itwaslaterenlarged
byawingtothenorth.

 Viewedfromtherear, halfwayup
PlimptonRoad, theBayViewHouse,
anannexof thePlimptonHouse, is
ontheleft, andthePlimptonHouse,
acrossPlimptonRoad, isontheright.
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selvesincreasedinsizeovertheyears. Aslateas, anadditiontothenorthwingincreased

thediningroomcapacityby tofivehundred. TheBrewerfamilycontrolledtheproperty

from until. In, itbecamethepropertyoftheLouisD. MillerCo., Inc., and

remainedintheirownershipuntil.

In, DanielF. Larkinretiredaslighthousekeeper, apositionhehadheldsince, and

thenextyearhebuilttheLarkinHouse(fig. ). Itwasthelargestandmostglamorousofthe

hotels. In, itssecondseason, itadvertised“strictlyfirstclassaccommodations” at$ aday.

DudleyPhelpsreminiscedinSeasideTopics abouthischildhoodsummersthere:

MyearliestrecollectionsofWatchHillwerethethreesummers, priorto, spentwithmy

parentsandgrandparentsintheLarkinHouseafteritwasbuiltin. Irecallclearlythelife

therethenwhichwasverysimple — onlybathing, sailing, bowlinganddancing. Icanseenow

Capt. Larkin, theProprietor, sittingontheN.W. cornerofthepiazza, wherehecouldseeall

thatwasgoingon, smokingabig“segar,” wearingahighsilkhatalldaylong. Alsothedancing

Saturdayeveningsinthediningroom, clearedoftables, withJohnHerbertMiller’s“band”

offourpiecesfurnishingthemusicandaroomfullofguestsseatedallaroundthefloor(which

wasnonetoogood)andMiss--makingagrandentréeinstartlinggowns, neverrepeated, worn

overalargehoopskirt.

Thebandallplayedbrassinstrumentsonthecornerof[the]piazzaoutsidethediningroom

duringthemid-daydinnereveryotherdayandplayedstringinstrumentseveryotherevening

fordancingintheparlor. TheydidthesameattheWatchHillHousealternately.63

 TheOceanHouse, atitsgrandest,
isseenfromacrossBluff Avenueabout
, followingtheadditionof fifty
roomsin. Intheforeground,
whatlaterbecamethehotel ’supper
parkinglotwasfirstalawnandthen
agarden.
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 An viewfromtheLarkin
DockshowstheLarkinHouseand
thecottagesknownas“By-the-Sea”
and“OceanMound,” thelatter
thentoppedbyacupola. TheWatch
HillHouseispartiallyvisibleon
thehillbehindtheLarkinHouse.

 SeenfromtheOceanHouse, about, arethenewWatchHillHouseanditstwoannexes, firsttotheright, theoriginalWatchHillHouse
(bythenknownasMastuxetLodge), andbetweenitandtheChapel, NinigretLodge. Totherightof theChapelisthe“CollinsCottage.” Inthe
centerrearistheAtlanticorColonialHouse.
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AnewWatchHillHousewasbuiltin onthesiteoftheearlierstructure, which, after

severaladditions, wasdetachedfromthewingthathadbeenbuiltontothenorthofthebuild-

ing, andthenmovedacrossBluff Avenue(fig. ).64 RenamedtheMastuxetLodge, itservedas

anannextothenewhotel. Itwasmovedasecondtimein, whenthelandontheeastside

ofBluff AvenuewassoldtoMissSophieMoenforhercottageknownasSunnandene. Itfinally

endedupatthesoutherlyendofwhatlaterbecametheChapelparkinglot, betweenthenew

hotelandanotherWatchHillHouseannexbuilding, knownastheNinigretLodge, which

stoodatthenortherlyendofthatlot. Unliketheprincipalbuilding, whichburnedinthefire

of, theearlierstructuresurviveduntil, unusedanddilapidated, itwasrazedin.65

Bythes, WatchHill, styledbypromotersthe“QueenofAtlanticResorts,” hadsix

majorhotels, withaclientelecomingfromallovertheEastCoastandtheMidwest. Onevisitor

in commentedthatwhileWatchHillhadretainedits“primitiveways” foranumberof

years, “thetideofimprovementhasatlastreacheditsshores”:

Thedaysofboardinghouses, corn-cobmattresses, fishermenlandlords, whohadtobelooked

upwhenyouwishedtopayyourbill, andwhoescapedimportunateguestsbythesimplemethod

ofgoingtobed, ofox-drawnbaggagecarts, pop-corncakesandrootbeerhavefled. Theeraof

greathotels, gas, electricbells, politehotelclerks, cottagelots, sodafountains, andrestaurants,

hasarrived.66

In, WatchHillSurf reportedthat“along-distancetelephoneoftheAmericanBellpattern

hasjustbeenputinattheOceanHouse, fordirectcommunicationwithCincinnati.”67 By,

thereweretwenty-seventelephonesinWatchHill.68

In, thelasthotel — theColumbiaHouse, alsocalledtheColumbiaHallHotel — was

builtatthenortherlycornerofMastuxetTerraceandBayStreet, laterthesiteoftheOlympia

TeaRoom(fig. ). Thehotel’scupolaisoneofthemostrecognizablefeaturesinphotographs

ofBayStreetofthelatenineteenthandearlytwentiethcenturies.

SeasideTopics wroteoflifegenerallyatthehotelsina retrospectivearticle:

Thehotelswerefarfromluxurious, theirequipmentforguestsconsistingofwoodenbeds, with

nonetoodowney[sic]mattresses, bowl, pitcherandjar. Buttheirfoodwasthesubstantialattrac-

tionandwaschieflysuppliedfromtheseaandnearbyfarms.

Therewasafriendlyrivalrybetweentheguestsofthedifferenthotelswhichwascarriedout

inbaseballgamesonthefieldbytheOceanHouse, sailingracesanddancingcompetitions. There

wasmusicfordancingateachhotel, anditwasapracticeforyoungpeopletomaketherounds

ofthehotelsforthesakeofnoveltyandtoshowoff theirskill, inthenewstepsoftheday.69

Evenasthecottagecolonydevelopedins, thehotelswereenteringintotheirgolden

age. AccordingtoSeasideTopics, theWatchHillHouseatfirsttooktheleadinthematterof

socialevents, butwaslatersurpassedbytheOceanHouse. There, theredoubtableJ. Frank

Champlinreportedly“requiredafinancialaswellasasocialpedigreefromhisguests.”70 The
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OceanHouseannualballwasregardedasabrillianteventoftheseason. In, theOcean

Houseadvertisedthatitwasthe“mostperfectlyequippedresorthotelontheEastern[sic]

Atlanticcoast.” Thatsameseason, theWatchHillHouseclaimedthatithad“accommodations

for guestsandcaterstoarefinedfamilyclientage...ItistheintentiontomaketheWatch

HillHouseaslittlelikeaHotelandasmuchlikeaprivatehouseaspossible.”71 TheProprietor

ofbothhotelsthatseasonwasChamplin.

The seasonsawthehospitalityofWatchHillbeingextended tothe Rhode Island Yacht

ClubofProvidence. AtleastfiftyboatswereinvitedtomeetinWatchHillwaters, July and

, andtheclubacceptedtheinvitationofMr. Champlintoareceptionandballtobegiven

attheWatchHillHouse. WatchHillTopics reportedthat“AbrilliantassemblageofProvidence

folks” wouldbe“presentatthisfunction.” Amongthefleetwasthethirty-fivefootsloopLittle

Rhody, whichhadwontheEasternYachtClub’s-mileracefromNewYorktoMarblehead,

Massachusetts, andwouldthereforebeawardedtheonehundredguineacupofferedbySir

ThomasLiptonfordeep-searacing.72

PhelpsreportsthatintheearlydaysofthehotelsandlongbeforeProhibition, RhodeIsland

hadalocaloptioncoveringthesaleofliquors. Someyears, Westerlyprohibitedthesale, but

thelawwasopenlyviolated. TheWatchHillHouse, hereported, haditsbarundertheeastend

ofthehouse, andtheDrugStorehadoneattherearofthestore.73 Thedifferingcharacterof

severalofthehotelsinthes, asrelatedtotheirpolicyregardingtheprovisionofspirits,

 LookingdownMastuxetTerrace, theColumbia
House, builtin, isonthenortherly, orright, side.
TheWatchHillPharmacy, establishedin, ison
theleft. TheWatchHillDockisvisibleintheharbor.

Reproduction is Prohibited



Reproduction is Prohibited



isreflectedintheirnicknames: theLarkinHousewasknownas“SinnersRetreat,” foritsbar;

theOceanHouse, whereevencardsanddancingwereprohibitedatthattime, wasknownas

“SaintsRest,” andtheWatchHillHouseas“Purgatory.”74 Perhapsunawareoftheopportunities

presentedfortheconsumptionofspiritsatWatchHill, theFriendsofTemperanceinHartford

Countyorganizedatwo-dayrailandsteamboatexcursiontoWatchHillonWednesday,

July andThursday, July, . Thepromotionalposterpromisedthat“notadropofintoxi-

catingliquorsissoldintheplace.”75 CaptainJoshuaSlocum, famousasthefirstmantosail

aroundtheworldalone, from to, reportedlysettledhisbartabattheLarkinHouseby

presentingtwohugeoceanscallopshellshehadacquiredinthePacific.

WatchHill’smaturingstatusasaresortwasconfirmedbythecommunity’sdecisioninthe

mid-stobuildasummerchapel. Previously, areligiousservicewasheldSundaymornings

intheparloroftheWatchHillHouse, frequentlyconductedbytheRev. L. ClarkSeelye, then

presidentofSmithCollege, whowasaregularsummervisitor. Occasionallyothervisiting

clergyandordainedresidentsofficiated. In, GeorgeNash, proprietoroftheOceanHouse,

gavethenewlyformedWatchHillChapelSocietyintheTownofWesterlyalotheowned, for

achapelsiteandfortheconductofChristianworshipatWatchHill“withoutanydenomina-

tionalorsectariandistinctions.”76 ThechapellotwaslocatedonthewestsideofBluff Avenue,

acrossfromtheOceanHouseandjustnorthoftheWatchHillHouseanditsannexes. The

WatchHillChapelwascompletedin. ItcommandedamagnificentviewoftheEastBeach

fromitsentranceporchand, asclergystillattest, fromitspulpit. Throughthedoortotheleft

ofthechancel, thecongregationcouldcatchaglimpseofNapatreeandthewatersofLittle

NarragansettBay. TheChapel, whilebuiltforsummerworship, containedaheatedroom

initsbasement, orUndercroft, whichwasusedforSundayschooland, duringthewinter, for

communitygatherings.

TheChapel, offrameconstructionandintheEnglishGothicRevivalstyle, wasoriginally

toppedbyaneedle-likesteeple, whichwasdecoratedwithalternatingbandsofcoloredshingles

(fig. ). ItsarchitectwasGeorgeKellerofHartford, whoworkedfromasketchpreparedby

GovernorJamesL. Howard, latertobecomeapresidentoftheChapelSociety.77 The pine-board

constructionoftheoriginal, centralportionofthesanctuarystronglyresemblestheinvertedhull

ofaship. Avisitorin notedthattheoriginalstructurehadbeenbuilt“atacostof$,...

paidforentirelybeforetheshavingshadbeensweptaway, andtheorgan, worthnearly$,,

wassubscribedforanditspurchaseguaranteedwithinthreedays.”78

Additionsin and, bothdesignedbyKeller, expandedtheinteriortoitspresent

configuration, addingtwoaislestotheoriginaloneandextendingthesanctuarytwenty-five

feettothewest, includingachancel. Thenewstructurewasroughlyninetyfeetby feet.

Itsnewcapacitywasestimatedat people, thoughnumerousreferencesovertheyearshave

             

Reproduction is Prohibited



Reproduction is Prohibited

      

claimedittobealargernumber. Alsoin, permanentpewsreplacedtheoriginalstraight-

backedchairs. Theinteriorremainssubstantiallyunchangedfromthatdate.

Themottoespaintedabovethechancelandthe organ in reflect the nondenominational

natureofworshipattheChapel. Theywereoriginallyexecutedinmaroonandgold,79 andwere

laterchangedtoblueandgold. Theyare:

TheChurchisManyastheWaves, butOneastheSea.

InEssentials, Unity; inNon-Essentials, Liberty; inallthings, Charity.

OneLord. OneFaith.

The additionalsoresultedintheadditionofasecondentranceporch, identicalto

thefirstone, withasteep-pitchedandoverhangingroof(fig. ). Amoreradicalchangetothe

exterioroccurredin, whenthesteeplewasremovedandthepitchedGothicroofswere

subsumedunderaflatroof. Asmallcupolahousingabellwasadded, andaclassicalportico

replacedthetwoentranceporches(fig. ). Inthelates, thelawnfrontingBluff Avenue

wasconvertedtoastoneandbrickterrace.

TheChapelparkinglot, tothesouthofChapelLane, wasgiventotheChapelin as

abequestfromKateDavisShinkle, whosehomeacrossBluff AvenuewasJusthome. Thegift

wasmade“inmemoryoftheShinklefamily.” Thelot, onwhichthereisasmallcottage occupied

bytheChapelsextonandformerlybytheShinkles’ chauffeur, wasonlandonwhichtheWatch

HillHouseannexeshadstood.

Shortlyafterthe Chapelwasbuilt, theresortacquireditsfamousMerry-Go-Round(fig. ).

TheNationalRegisterof HistoricPlacesInventoryof WatchHill reportsthatthetwentycarved

wooden“flying” horsesandtherevolvingsuperstructurefromwhichtheyaresuspendedwere

builtin, andthattheywereleftbehindbyatravelingcarnivalin. However, late-

twentieth-centuryrestorationofthehorsessuggestsanearlierdatefortheirmanufacture, the

lates, bythecompanyofChristianandDare(AndrewChristianandCharlesDare)ofNew

York.80 Thehorsesaresaidtobe“flying” becausenoplatformsupportsthem, andtheyswing

outonthechainsbywhichtheyarehung. OriginallylocatedattheoppositeendofBayStreet,

theywereshelteredundercanvasandpropelledbyarealcalicohorse.81 Later, waterpowered

themechanismandstilllater, electricity. In, thepresentshingle-roofedenclosureatthe

southerlyendofBayStreetwasbuilttohousethem.82 Meticulouslymaintainedbyafund

establishedbytheHillImprovementSociety, theMerry-Go-Roundistheonlysurvivingflying-

horsecarouselinthecountry. Whetheritistheoldestcarouselinthecountryisnotcertain,

butitsonlyrivalforthathonorissaidtobetheoneatMartha’sVineyard, alsoaproductofthe

Darecompany.83

TheSchoolhouse, locatedontheeastsideofWesterlyRoadjusttothenorthoftheOcean

Houseproperty, wasbuiltin onpropertypurchasedfromGeorgeM. Nash, whowasthe
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 Enlargedagainin, theChapelthatyearreacheditspresent
size. AsecondGothicporchwasadded, andthedistinctivecolor-banded
roof andsteepleshingleswerereplaced. Thepostcardcaptionreads
“CombinedUnionChapel, theonlyoneof itskindinthecountrywhere
alldenominationsworship, WatchHill, R.I.”

 TheChapelassumeditsmodernformin. Gonewerethe
GothicsteepleandthetwoGothicentranceporches, thelatterreplaced
byaclassicalportico.

 TheWatchHillChapelafteritsfirstaddition
(awingtothesouth)hadbeenaddedin. The
buildingof theChapelin wasasignof the
maturingof WatchHillasasummerresort. The
“CollinsCottage” isnextdoor, andthedormer
visibletotherightbelongstotheoriginalWatch
HillHouse, whichhadbeenmovedacrossBluff

Avenuefromitsfirstlocation. Itwouldonceagain
moveacrossthestreet, when“Sunnandene” was
builtonthesitein (seefig. ).

firsttrusteeoftheschool(fig. ). Itsaverageattendancewasadozenorsopupils, butoneyear

itreachednineteen, andnomorecouldbeaccommodated. Itceasedtooperatein, and

WatchHillstudentswerethentakentoWesterly. TheSchoolhousebecameaprivatecottagein

themiddleofthetwentiethcentury.

Togetherwiththeyear-roundpostoffice, theSchoolhouseatteststotheconsiderablewinter

populationofWatchHillinthelatenineteenthcentury. ButasthecharacterofWatchHill

changedfromfarmlandtoresort, WatchHillalsobecamemoreofapart-timecommunity. Only
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sincethes, withtherenovationandwinterizingofthecentury-oldsummercottages, has

WatchHillbecome, ifnotayear-roundcommunity, atleastayear-roundweekendandholiday

one, populousoutofseasontoagreaterdegreethanatanytimeintheprevioushundredyears.

Ifthehotelsdominatedthelandscapeinthelatenineteenthcentury, thelanditselfretained

itscharacterasformerpastureland, openandtreeless. An photograph, lookingsouthfrom

SunsetHill, showstheOceanHousepropertyclearedofstonesandsurroundedbyhandsome

stonewalls, andtherestofthelandscape, stillbolder-strewn, alegacyoftheglaciers(fig. ).

CommentingontheopenterrainofWatchHillin, apromotionalpamphletpreparedfor

CharlesJ. Everettdescribeditasfollows:

theserockyhillsidesandtheinterveningdepressions, accordingtotradition, wereoncecovered

withaforest, butalltreeshavelongagodisappeared, givingplacetocultivatedfieldsandpastures,

 Thefamousflying-horseMerry-Go-Roundarrived
atWatchHillin, reportedlyleftbehindbya
travelingcarnival. Itwasfirstlocatedatthenortherly
endof BayStreet. Hereitisatitspermanentsite,
whereby itwasshelteredunderashingledroof.
TheAtlanticHouseandtheWatchHillHousearein
thebackground.

 WhentheSchoolhousewasbuiltin, Watch
Hillstillhadaconsiderableyear-roundpopulation.
Inthisimageof about, theboyinthemiddle
(fifthfromleft)isprobablyeight-year-oldEdmund
P. York, latertobepostmaster.
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andwhereleftwild, atangledgrowthofbayberryandhuckleberrybushes, oflaurelandother

smallshrubs. Thesoilisquitecapableofsupportingtrees, ifdesired; but, asatBlockIsland,

theirabsenceishardlyremarkedafterasojournofadayortwo; andveryslightinconvenience

isexperiencedfromtheabsenceofshadeandheatofthesunwhentemperedbythepeculiar

seaatmosphereofWatchHill. Theeye, ifwearied, bythemid-dayglareofthewaterorsandy

beaches, ispleasantlyrefreshedbythecoolgreenofmanygrassyfieldsandslopes.84

WithahinttothefutureofWatchHillvegetation, adescriptionbyJ. R. Colein noted

that“Oflatemanyfruitandornamentaltreeshavebeenplanted. Eachnewcottagewithits

ornamentalgroundsaddstothebeautyofthelandscape.”85

BoththepositionofWatchHill, surroundedonthreesidesbythesea, andtheopennessof

itslandscapetotheuninterruptedflowofseabreezesacrossthepeninsulacontributedtoitsrep-

utationasaspotofunequalledcomfortduringsummerheatwavesalongtheeasternseaboard.

TheEverettpamphlettoutedtheclimate — “Thewinds, fromwhateverdirection, bringthe

cool, bracingseaair. ThetemperatureinSummerneveroppresses” — andwentontoreportthat

“OnthememorablethofSeptember, , whenthethermometerrangedfrom degrees

to degreesF. intheNewEnglandandtheMiddleStates,...itbarelyreached degreesat

theWatchHillHouse.”86 AnarticleintheSpringfield, Massachusetts Republican ayearlater

elaboratedonthetheme:

ThoughinextentandvarietyofviewWatchHillisunequaledontheNewEnglandcoast, the

peculiaritywhichdestinesitintimetobecomeoneofthegreatestsea-sideresortsisitswonderful

andunvaryingsummercoolness. Hereisnoneofthedreadedlandbreezeofotherwateringplaces;

itsonlylandbreezecancomefromthenorth, andanorthwindisalwayscool.87

ReachingWatchHillinthenineteenthcenturywasacompletelydifferentexperiencefrom

whatitbecamebythemid-twentieth. Intheearlydays, traveloverlandtoWatchHillwasby

horseandcarriage. Untilthes, therewasonlyoneroad, a“driftway” fromWesterlyto

WatchHill.88 RunningtoWatchHillPoint, itpassedthroughasmanyaseightgates, necessi-

tatingrepeatedstopstoopenandclosebars.

PeckreportedthatmostearlyinhabitantsofWatchHillbelongedtoStoningtonchurches,

aphenomenonthatheattributedtothegreatereaseofcrossingthebaybyboatthanofnegoti-

atingtheroadtoWesterly. Butin, theroadfromLotteryville, laterknownasAvondale,

wasfencedinandopened.89 Thenewroadwaslaidoutintheapproximatelocationofthecur-

rentWatchHillandWesterlyRoads. TheWatchHillHousebrochureof notesthatWatch

Hill“isconnectedwithitstownship, Westerly, byabluestonecarriageroadofsixmiles.” In

WatchHill, twosideroadswerelaidouttorunfromittotheBay — PlimptonRoadandLarkin

Road. LateracutwasmadethroughthehillstocreateWauwinnetAvenue, whichalsoranto

thebay. In, theWatchHillRoadwasgivenamacadamsurface.
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TravelersfrombeyondWesterlygenerallyarrivedatWatchHillbytrainandboat. In,

railservicebetweenProvidenceandStoningtonwasestablished, andin, through-rail service

becameavailablebetweenStoningtonandNewYork. AtrainferryacrosstheThamesRiverwas

partofthislinkuntiltherailroadbridgewasbuiltin.

SinceStoningtonwastheterminusforSoundsteamersfromNewYorkandfortherailroad

fromBostonandNewYork, thesealinkofferedtheeasiestapproachtoWatchHill. AsDerryl

G. Langobserved, thismodeoftravel“createdasensethattheHillwasisolatedfromthemain-

land, accessibleonlybyboat. ThiscertainlywouldhaveheightenedthebeliefthattheHill

wasanescapefromtherealworld. Uponarrival, theguestwasmetwiththeimageoftheresort

asaclusterofhotelssurroundedonthreesidesbytheocean.”90 Thefollowingisonlyabrief

summaryoftheveryactivesteamboattrafficbetweenWatchHillandvariousareaports, includ-

ingWesterly. Afascinatinganddetailedhistoryofthatshipping, justinthePawcatuckRiver,

isprovidedbyEverettBarnsina paperdeliveredtotheWesterlyHistoricalSociety.91

From to, thesteamerElla randailyfromNorwich, Connecticut, toWatchHill,

stoppingatNewLondonandStonington, andtheWatchHill ransixtimesaday, weekdays,

betweenWatchHillandStonington, thefirstboatleavingat: a.m. andthelastat p.m.

 This viewfromSunset
HillcapturesWatchHill ’sthen
openlandscapeandthemixof
hotelsandcottageswhichcom-
prisedtheresortof thatperiod.
TheOceanHousetotheleftand
thenewWatchHillHousetothe
rightarethedominantfeatures.
TheChapel, withitsGothic
steepleandmulticoloredbanded
shingles, isinthemiddledistance.
Inthecenterforegroundare,
fromlefttoright, the“Hunt
Cottage,” “Bouldercrest,” and
“Fairview.” Thephotographer
isthefamousEdwardBurdick,
whotooksomanyof theearly
viewsof WatchHill.
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TherewasanextraboatonSundaysandMondays. TheElla hadaninterestinghistory. Shewas

builtin byMallory&Co. atMysticand, afterbeingfirstrunasanexcursionsteamerto

WatchHill, shewastakensouthundergovernmentcontractandsawserviceintheCivilWar.

AtWhiteHouseLanding, Virginia, sheservedasheadquartersforGeneralsSheridan, Custer,

andRobertsbeforethecaptureofRichmondbytheUnionforces.92

ThesteamerBlockIsland, runningbetweenNewLondonandBlockIslandonthe“outside”

route, stoppedtwicedailyattheLarkinDock, at: a.m. onitswaytoBlockIsland, andat

: p.m. onitsreturntoNewLondon(fig. ).93 TheBlockIsland connectedatBlockIsland

withboatsforProvidence, Newport, andGreenport, LongIsland. ItsdockatWatchHill, the

LarkinDock, waslocatedontheFishersIslandside, midwaybetweentheMerry-Go-Round

andtheLighthouse, atthefootofthehillonwhichtheLarkinHousestood.

ThewaterapproachwasalsoafavoredrouteforthosemakinglocalexcursionstoWatch

Hill. In, aftertheDixonHousehadbeenbuiltincentralWesterly, thesteamer Belle carried

guestsandtownspeopledownthePawcatucktoWatchHill. Forthirteenyears, Belle madetwo

tripsadaytoWatchHillduringtheseason. In shebecameabargeinNewYorkCity. By

 therewerethreeexcursionboatsservingWatchHill. InadditiontotheBelle fromWesterly

andthe Ella fromNorwich, therewasalsothe Adela fromStonington. By, theProvidence

Journal reported, “Steamboatsofvarioussizesmakeseventeenregularroundtripsdailyfrom

WesterlytoWatchHill.”94

In, thePawcatuckRiverValleyStreetRailwayopenedatrolleylinebetweenWesterly

andWatchHill. ItranalongMainStreetoutBeachStreet, WatchHillRoad, andover

WauwinnetAvenuetoBayStreet, andterminatedattheendofthestreet, bytheMerry-Go-

RoundandtheBathingBeach. Therollingstockofthelineconsistedoffouropencars, one

 About, thesteamerBlockIsland takeson
passengersfromtheLarkin(BlockIsland)Dock.
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closedcar, andonepassenger/baggagecarcombined. Thetrolleyranyear-roundatquarterof

andquarterpastthehourduringthesummermonths, andontheevenhourduringwinter.

TherunningtimebetweenWesterlyandWatchHillwasfortyminutes, andthecostwas¢.

Aspopularastheservicewas, however, competitionfromtheautomobileputthelineoutof

businessin.95

AroundWatchHillitself, bicyclesbecamehighlypopularinthes. AccordingtoDudley

Phelps, theywereusedbygolfers, whoforatimeworeredcoatswithbrassbuttonsandgreen

collars, redandgreenbeingtheMisquamicutGolfClubcolors. In, perhapsthefirstcar

appearedatWatchHill, whenDr. WilliamH. MerrillofPepperell, Massachusetts, purchased

anOldsmobilerunabout. Bytheearlys, afrenzyofwhatmightbedescribedas“automania”

hadgrippedtheHill. ThereareinnumerablereferencesinSeasideTopics totheimpressivecars

whichvariousresidentshadbroughttotheHill. TheseincludedtheSchoonmakers’ “bigMer-

cedestouringcar,” Mr. BradfordPerin’s“Franklinmachine,” Dr. Williams’s“Thomasmachine,”

andPackards, Panhards, etc. Generallytheirowners, whowerecottagers, wouldhavecometo

WatchHillbytrainandsteamer, sendingtheirtrunksaheadbyRailwayExpress, andchauffeurs

andcars, too, togetherwithotherservants.

Asautomobilescametoreplacecarriagehorses, liverystablesbecamegarages. TheH.C.

LanphearStable, builtabout, becameLanphear’sGarageandthen, inthelatetwentieth

century, theHoldredgeGarageaftertheHoldredgefamilyacquiredit(fig. ). TheHoldredges

hadearlieroperatedanotherHoldredgeGarage, knownintheearlytwentiethcenturyasthe

 Lanphear’sGarage, laterthe
HoldredgeGarage, about.
Bythes, thegleamingmotor
carsof thecolonyweremaintained
and driven by some chauffeurs.
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FenelonGarage. Thatbuildingwastorndownin, andthepropertybecametheparkinglot

oftheWatchHillInn. TheFenelonfamily, includingEdwardJ. Fenelon, Jr., knownas“Hap,”

whowasaRhodeIslandStateSenatorandRaceCommissioner, livedtwodoorstothesouth

inabuildingwhichstillstands. Athirdgarage, theBaysideGarage, waslocatedattheotherend

ofBayStreet.

Thechauffeurswhooperatedthesevehiclesbecamethefocusofinterestfollowingamyste-

riousgatheringtheyheldoneeveninginJuly inoneoftheVillagegaragesandabanquet

theyheldsubsequentlyatLarkin’sShoreDinnerhouse. Accordingtoanarticletitled“Chau-

ffeursOrganized(?)” intheJuly, , issueofSeasideTopics, itwasreportedthattherewas

“everyindicationthattheseyoungmenhaveorganizedsomesortofasecretsociety, theobjects

forwhicharecloselyguarded.” Theiractivityevenattractedtheattentionofthepolice, who

listedalltheparticipantsinthepoliceblotter, “incasethemovementsofthesociety, supposing

theretobesuch, shouldturnouttobeprohibitedbytownordinances.”96 Bythes, the

“chauffeurs’ corps,” asSeasideTopics referredtoit, numberednearlyonehundred.

In, SeasideTopics reportedonahostofautoparties, madeupofmotoringdaytourists

whocametoWatchHilltoenjoyluncheonordinneratoneofthehotels.97 Withthecomple-

tionoftheWesterlyRailroadStationthefollowingyear, travelbyraildirectlytoWesterly

becameanincreasinglypopularformofpublictransportation. Yetevenintotheseconddecade

ofthetwentiethcentury, theannualtrektoWatchHillfromplaceslikeSpringfieldcouldbe

daunting. PenningtonHaile, in, recalledearlysummersattheWatchHillHouse, before

hisfamilybuiltHighlandLodge about. Aslateas, hesays, hisgrandmothercamefrom

Springfieldinahorsecarriage, atripwhichtookthreedaysandincludedanightatWillimantic,

Connecticut, andanotheratNorwich. HereportsthattheroadfromNorwichtoWesterly

“remainedasortofchallengingnightmareuntiljustaboutthattime.”98

ThepassagethatconnectedBayStreettoBluff Avenueintheearlydayswasknownas

MastuxetTerrace. Inearly, pre- photographs, itisseenasabroadtree-linedwalkway, rising

instepsfromBayStreet, flankedbytheAtlanticHouseonthenortherly, orleft, side, andon

thesoutherly, orrightside, byshops, includingtheWatchHillPharmacy(), andcottages

allthewayupthehilltotheWatchHillHouse(seefig. ). Allthatchanged, firstwiththe

fireof andthenwiththefireof, ofwhichmorelater. Bythelatetwentiethcentury,

MastuxetTerracewasblockedatitseasterlyend, abovetheremainingstepswhichrisefrom

Bluff Avenue, butitwasactivelyusedasadrivewayasitenteredBayStreet, justtothesouthof

theOlympiaTeaRoom.

Atthebeginningofthetwenty-firstcentury, onlytheOceanHouseandtheNarragansett

House, latercalledtheNarragansettInnandstilllaterknownastheWatchHillInn, stillstood.

TheOceanHouseceasedoperationin, andin planswereexpectedtobeapprovedfor
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 TheAndersonwindmillwasoneof many
thatdottedWatchHillbeforethearrival
of publicwaterin. ThenewWatchHill
Houseisvisibleinthebackground. Inthe
centeristhepartiallybuilt“WendellCottage”
(later“Road’sEnd”). Thesmallcupolato
therightbelongstotheAndersonboathouse.

amajorrenovationbyanewowner. TheWatchHillHouse, theColonialHouse, andtheupper

portionsofthe Columbia HouseweredestroyedinthegreatfireofOctober, . Tracesof

theWatchHillHouse, includingsomeofitsstonefoundations, arestillvisibleonthehilltothe

southoftheChapel. ThelowertwofloorsoftheColumbiaHouseemergedfromthefiresboth

of and, rebuiltastheOlympiaTeaRoom. ThePlimptonHouseanditsannex, theBay

ViewHouse, wererazedafterbeingseverelydamagedbytheHurricaneof, thoughthe

garagetothenorthofthehotelremainedandisincorporatedintothepropertyoftheWatch

HillCourt, whichacquireditin. TherearefivecottagesonPlimptonRoadassociated

withthehotel. Twooftheseareontheright, orsoutherly, side, asoneturnsupPlimptonRoad

fromBayStreet, andtheotherthreeareontheleft, ornortherly, side, twoontheroad, justup

fromtheoldpostoffice, andonebehind.

Featuresprominentinthelandscapeoflate-nineteenth-andearly-twentieth-centuryWatch

Hillwerethemanywindmillswhich, priorto, weretheonlysourceofrunningwaterfor

thecottages. AftertheWatchHillFireDistrictwasformedinthatyearandWesterlywater

waspipedfromWhiteRocktoWatchHill, thewindmillswereabandoned; by, onlytwo

remained. OneofthesewaslocatedatthecornerofWesterlyRoadandNinigretAvenue, on

thepropertyofHighlandLodge, andtheotherwasonAndersonpropertybythepondonthe

oceansideofNianticAvenue, justbelowtheknollonwhichthecottageknownasPommede
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Mer waslaterbuilt(fig. ). BothfellvictimtotheHurricaneof, theoneonWesterlyRoad

fallingacrosstheroadandcompletelyblockingit. Onthesubjectofutilities, therewereno

streetlightsinWatchHillpriorto. Inthedaysbeforeflashlights, peoplecarriedlanterns

orcandles, protectedfromthewind.

Othervanishedelementsoftheearly-twentieth-centurylandscapearethehandsomecast

ironfountainswhichservedashorsetroughs. Thereweretenoftheseatdifferentlocations

aroundthetownofWesterly, twooftheminWatchHill. ThelastoftheseinWatchHillwasa

handsome fountaindecoratedwiththreefish(theemblemofthetownofWesterly), which

wasfirstlocatedonBayStreet. About, itwasrelocatedtoWesterlyRoad, whereitstoodon

theeastsideofWatchHillRoad, onasitejustleftofwherethe“new” FireHousewasbuiltin

. ItwasdirectlyconnectedtothemainwaterlinefromWesterly, andaslateas, long

afterthedaysofhorsesandcarriages, itwasstillregularlyusedbypassersby.99 Thefountaincan

nowbefoundincentralWesterly, attheleftoftheBroadStreetentrancetotheTownHall.

AtonetimethereweretwoburyinggroundsatWatchHill, onebelongingtotheNash

familyandtheothertotheFosterfamily.100 TheNashburyinggroundwaslocatedonthesite

oftheOceanHouse, butthebodiesburiedtherewereremovedinthenineteenthcenturyand

reinterredinRiverBendCemetery. TheFosterburyinggroundisstilllocatedonthenortherly

sideofWauwinnetAvenue, atthebaseofSunsetHill. TheFosterremainshavealsobeen

movedtoRiverBend, butafewstonesareleft. Oneofthese, dated, markedthegrave

ofIsraelCudworth. ACudworthdescendant, FreemanCudworthofPawtucket, wasstill

atWatchHillin, theowneroftheyellowVictoriancottageonLighthouseRoad, known

successivelyasOceanMound andSeaswept.
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 ThecottagesalongNinigretAvenueviewedintheearlysfromthehighgroundtothewestof MickillPond, thesiteof “TheWickiup.”
Thelandscaperemainsopen, asdotheponds, inthisexpansiveviewof theearlycottagecolony. Fromlefttorightarethe“WayneCottage,”
“Ninigret,” “Surfside,” “TheCedars,” and“Intermere.”
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     establishedWatchHillasanotableresort, towhichthose

whocouldafforditcameforalloraportionofthesummermonths. Itis, however, thesecond

stageofWatchHill’sresortdevelopment, thebuildingofsummercottages, whichfixedits

characterasafamilysummercolony(figs.  & ). BothofthesestagesofWatchHill’sdevel-

opmentshouldbeviewedinthecontextofanationaltrendamongtheupperclassesoflate-

nineteenth-centuryAmericansocietytoestablishthemselvesnotjustinthecities, which

werethesourceoftheirwealth, butalsoinsimplersettings, closertonature. AndrewLipman

commentsonthistrendandhowitrelatedtothedevelopmentofWatchHill.

Theswereatimeofintensebuterraticeconomicgrowth, spurredonbyrapidindustrializa-

tionandurbanization. ThesechangesdidnotpassWatchHillby; theyhelpedtocreateit. Histo-

rianshavelongarguedthateventsofthenineteenthcenturychangedAmericans’ relationship

withnature. Simplyput, theradicaltransformationsofthe“civilizedworld” — growingcities, busy

factories, andtheirresultingsocialandenvironmentalimpact — causedmanytoabandonolder

beliefsthatchampioned“civilization” over“wilderness,” andembracemore“natural” and“pastoral”

settings. ThephysicalchangestotheWatchHillshorewouldnothavebeenpossiblewithout

thisintellectualshift.101

WatchHillwas, ofcourse, onlyoneofanumberofspotsalongtheeasternseaboardtobe

selectedasasummerresortbyfamiliesfromabroadrangeofcitiesacrosstheeasternhalfof

thecountry. Others, tomentiononlyafew, wereinMaine, atBarHarborandtheneighboring

communitiesofNortheastHarborandSealHarbor; inRhodeIsland, atNewport, Narragansett,

andNarragansettPier; inNewYork, atFishersIsland; onthesouthshoreofLongIsland, at

EastHamptonandSouthampton; onthenorthshoreofLongIsland, atOysterBayandLocust

Valley; and, northofNewYorkCity, atTuxedoParkandSaratoga. IntheAdirondacks, devel-

opmentwaslesscommunalandmorebaronial, asgreatcampswereestablishedonvasttractsof

TheCottageColony
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forestsandlakes. WhilemanyBostonianswenttoMaine, manyothersstayedclosertothecity,

andtheresortcommunitiesofMassachusetts’ NorthShore, SouthShore, andCapeCodtended

todrawtheirsummerresidentsfromthatnucleus.

Intime, ofcourse, someoftheseresortsbecamesuburbsandlosttheircharacterasstrictly

summerplaces.This was the case along thenorthshoresofbothMassachusettsandLong Island.

Andsomeofthesummerplaces — Newport, inparticular, withitsmarblepalace“cottages” by

thesea — hardlyqualifiedassimple. SeasideTopics notedthatWatchHillitesviewedtheother

principalRhodeIslandresortsfromtheirownconservativeperspectives, asone, Newport, being

“ostentatious,” andtheother, “NarragansettPier,” being“fast.”102

WatchHillwasunusualforaNewEnglandresortinthatitscottagecolonywasfirstestab-

lishedbyfamilieswhocamenotfromtheEastCoast, butfromtheMidwest, mostnotablyfrom

Cincinnati. ThehappenstanceofWatchHillbeingdevelopedbyCincinnatiansoftensurprises

strangers. Itisnotthatsurprising, however, ifoneremembersthattheclienteleofthehotels

camefromallovertheeasternpartofthecountry, notjustfromtheEastCoast, butalsofrom

theSouthandtheMidwest. Further, visitsfromtheseMidwesternerswerenotlimitedtothe

summerseason. Thesportsmenamongthemoftenreturnedinthefallforduckshooting. In

anyevent, theydevelopedanattachmenttothiscoastlineanddeterminedtodevelopitfortheir

summerresort.

DerrylG. LangcommentsontheMidwesternandCincinnatiphenomenainrelationto

WatchHill.

WatchHill, byvirtueofitsproximitytoNewportanditslocationontheNewEnglandcoastgave

itapositionofcredibilityformanyofthefamilies. Althoughprincipallyconcernedwithanescape

toacoolerclimateinthesummer, manyoftheMidwesternfamiliesofmeansweredrawnto

theEastcoastbecauseofitspositionasthesocial, culturalandeducationalcenterofthecountry.

Itwasalsoaplacedistinctlydifferentfromtheindustrialcitiesthattheywereleavingbehind.

 This panoramicview
fromtheWatchHillcapturesthe
stillopenlandscapeof thefirst
quarterof thetwentiethcentury.
Inthecenterarethegroundsof the
WatchHillHouse, whichburned
downsevenyearsearlier. Inthe
distancebehind“Trespasso” are
NapatreeanditscottagesandFort
Mansfield. Ontheleft, between
“OceanMound” and“ThePoint,”
aretheremainsof theBlockIsland
Dock, destroyedbytheseaiceof
thewinterof .
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FortheCincinnatielite, thebuildingofsummercottagesinRhode Islandrepresentedafurther

retreatfromtheurbanworld. BythesCincinnatifamilieshadbeguntoestablishthefirst

suburbsonthecity’soutlyinghills, beginningthegradualexodusfromthedowntown...Theold

Cincinnatifamilieswholookedtotheeastforsocialinspirationwerealsoretreatingfromthe“new

money” inCincinnatiandinWatchHilltheyestablishedasmallcolonyamongthemselvesand

otherfamilieswithsimilarbackgrounds.103

Later, afterthisareahadbeguntoattractfamiliesfromSt. Louis, Chicago, andDetroitaswell,

somereferredtoWatchHillasthe“NewportoftheMiddleWest.”

AssignificantasthepresenceoffamiliesfromtheMidwestwasatWatchHill, itwould

beamistaketoignoretheverysubstantialrepresentationintheearlycottagecolonyoffamilies

fromPhiladelphia, NewYork, andPittsburgh, aswellasfromthemajorcitiesofsouthern

NewEngland, inparticularHartford, NewHaven, andProvidence, andtoalesserextent, from

BaltimoreandWashington. Bythetwenty-firstcentury, onewouldhavetoaddthesuburbs

ofNewYork, especiallythetownsofFairfieldCounty, Connecticut; Westchester, NewYork;

andEssexCounty, NewJersey, aswellasSanFranciscoandsurroundingareasofnorthern

Californiaand, ofcourse, Florida.

Alate-nineteenth-centuryvisitortoWatchHill, MarianaM. Tallman, theauthorofan

 guidebooktoRhodeIsland, foundthatthemixof“primemoversinthesummercolony’s

growth, gentlemenknownasamongthemostinfluentialofCincinnati’scitizens...[and]a

congenialelement[that]soonfollowed, prominentNewYorkerswhowerethathappycombi-

nationofmoneyedandmodestpeople” madeWatchHillauniquesummercommunity:

Itwouldbedifficulttofindanywhereasummercolonyrepresentingthewealthandsocialprestige

ofWatchHill, withequalunpretentiousness. Theyounggirlsdresswithperfectsimplicityin

daintyginghamandoutingflannels, ratherthantheover-elaborateraimentatNewportandthe

[Narragansett]Pier. Itistruethatinourrecentstaytheremorediamondsandotherprecious
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stonesdeckedthehandsofthefairdamesthanhaveblazedforthonuselsewhereintheseason’s

tarrying, buttheywerewornwheretheyshouldbe — athighteaandtheeveninggermans.104

Anumberofearlyhousesofcoursepredatedthedevelopmentofthesummercottagesinthe

sands. Earliestweretwoeighteenth-centuryfarmhouses, whichwereattheheartof

thefirsttwomajorsubdivisionsoutofwhichthecottagecolonygrew. Thefirstofthesewasthe

Fosterfarmhouse, whichstandsbetweenEverettAvenueandWesterlyRoadanddatesfrom

about.105 ItwaslaterknownastheVosefarmhouseafterLemuelVoseboughtthe-acre

propertyin. TheVosefamilybothaddedacreagebyapurchasefromtheestateofJonathan

NashandalsoreducedacreagebysalestoothersbeforetheirsaletoEverett.106 Laterstill, when

CharlesEverettofTenafly, NewJersey, boughtthepropertyfromLemuelVose’sson, EdwardF.

Vose, in and, thehousebecameknownastheEverettfarmhouse. Everett’stenurewas,

however, brief, asin hesoldthepropertytoaCincinnati, Ohio, Syndicate. Itthenbecame

thehomeofoneofthepartnersintheSyndicate, JacobS. Burnet. Thehousewasremodeled

inthesandagaininthes, andnamedInglecote (fig. ). Itappearstodayasayellow

Victoriancottagewhoseexteriorbeliesitsmuchearlierinterior.

ThesecondoftheseoriginalhouseswastheformerPotterfarmhouse, locatedonthe

northerlysideofFosterCoveRoadontheshoreofPotter’s Cove.The house dates to . When

WilliamA. ProcterandWilliamP. AndersonboughtandsubdividedthePotterFarmin,

theyremodeledandenlargedthehouse, makingitaninn, known as the Watch Hill Farm House.

In itwasacquiredbytheBarneyfamily, whocalledittheMisquamicutInn(fig. ). The

National Register Inventory calls the house “one of the oldest surviving buildings at Watch Hill.”107

AnotherearlyhouseisCraigieBrae, locatedonthenortherlysideofAquidneckAvenue,

oppositetheentrancetoSunsetHill andlookingoverFoster’sCoveandthebay. Datingfromthe

 “Inglecote,” the
oldFosterfarmhouse.
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lateeighteenthorearlynineteenthcentury, thehousewasmuchalteredinthelatenineteenth

century, whenitbecameasummercottage.

Off BayStreet, atthenortherlyendoftheharbor, iswhatremainsofthe Peck Cottage, dating

from andknown, successively, astheRedHouse andAborigines. Stillanotherearlyhouseis

Greycote, formerlytheHuntCottage, locatedbetweenPlimptonRoadandWauwinnetAvenue

andstandingabovethesmallpondonthesoutherlysideofWauwinnetAvenue. Itwasprobably

builtabout forJamesS. Nash, whosoldittoDr. EbenezerK. HuntofHartfordin.

Alsopredatingthedevelopmentofthecottagecolonyarethreemid-nineteenth-century

framefarmhousesonWesterlyRoad, betweenRidgeRoadandNinigretAvenue. Onthe

westerlyside, justsouthoftheentrancetoSunshineCottage, istheformerCaptainJonathan

W. YorkHouse, whichwasbuiltabout. OntheeasterlysidearetheStephenW. Collins

House, alsobuiltabout, andtheCaptainEdgarPendletonHouse, builtabout.

OnWauwinnetAvenue, onthehillaboveBayStreet, therearetwoYorkfamilyhouses

known, respectively, asWildwood, builtabout, andFairView, builtinthes. Finally,

twocottagesonLighthouseRoadpredatethedevelopmentofthecottagecolony. Theyarethe

AldrichCottage, locatedattheentrancetoLighthouseRoadandprobablybuiltinthes,

andtheyellowcottageknownfirstasOceanMound, locatedonthewesterlysideofLighthouse

Road, justbeforeitdipsdowntowardthelighthouse, builtabout.

BothPeckandMarcelleHammondHamchronicledtheearlydevelopmentofwhatSeaside

Topics regularlyreferredtoasthe“cottagecolony” ofWatchHill.108 In, WatchHillTopics,

asthepaperwascalledinitsfirstyearofpublication, everthe promoter of the colony, would

explaintheHill’sspecialnaturalattractions: “Highgroundandalongstretchofoceanview

 TheformerPotterfarmhouse, dating
from, becametheMisquamicutInn
andlateraprivatecottage. Hereitisseen
inthelates.
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makeWatchHillanidealspotforaseasidecottage. Thereisinfactnosuchattractiveplace

onthecoastallthewayfromCapeMaytoBarHarbor.”109

When, in, CaptainAlbertCrandallsoldhishouse, onthehillacrossWesterlyRoad

fromtheOceanHouse, toJuliusCatlin, itbecameasummercottage, probablyWatchHill’s

first, ifnotthefirstbuiltassuch. Catlin, whowasaformerLieutenantGovernorofConnecticut

(–), wasafounderoftheChapelandservedasitsfirstpresident. Catlinenlargedthe

houseandreorientedit. Catlin’sgrandson, DudleyPhelps, spentsummersattheCatlinCottage

untilhebuilthisowncottage, Meadholme, onRidgeRoadin.

ThefirsthouseattheHillbuiltspecificallyasasummercottagewasBy-the-Sea, builtin

 forJamesL. HowardofHartford, whosefirm, JamesL. Howard&Co., specializedin

themanufactureofrailwaycartrimmingsandfurnishings.110 Howard, likeCatlin, servedasa

LieutenantGovernorofConnecticut(–). HewasalsopresidentoftheHartfordCity

GasLightCompanyandtheHartfordRealEstateImprovementCompany. Thearchitectof

By-the-Sea isbelievedtohavebeenGeorgeKeller, alsoofHartford, whohaddesignedthe

Chapel. Howard, againlikeCatlin, wasbothafounderandapresidentoftheWatchHill

ChapelSociety. Highpeaked, By-the-Sea standsonthenortherlysideofLarkinRoad, across

fromLighthouseRoad.

In, thefirstmajorsubdivisionofWatchHilloccurred, thatoftheEverettFarmby

theCincinnatiSyndicate. TheSyndicatewasmadeupofthreeCincinnatibusinessmen,

LyneasNorton, JacobS. Burnet, andWalterSt. JohnJones, whoboughtthefarmfromCharles

J. Everett. Everetthadsoldeightlotsofthefarminthefouryearsofhisownership, butitwas

onlyuponthepurchasebytheSyndicatethatthedevelopmentofWatchHillasacottage

colonybeganinearnest.

TheEveretttractranalongtheoceanonEastBeach, justwesterlyofEverettAvenue, to

justeasterlyofManatuckAvenue, thenwesterlyfromEastBeachtothebayandFoster’sCove

(fig. ). Itwasboundedonthenorthbytheso-calledSyndicateLine, whichwasjustnorthof

AquidneckAvenue. Ontheeast, itwasboundedbytheBrowningFarm. Itssouthernbound

wastheocean. According to the Everett prospectus, the frontageontheoceanwasthree-quarters

ofamileandonthebay, ahalfmile. Thepurchasepricefortheentire -acretractwas$,.

EngagingM.D. Burke, aCincinnatisurveyor, theSyndicatedividedthetractinto

cottagelots, rangingfrom, squarefeetto, squarefeet, withtheaveragelotbeing

roughly, squarefeet, orfour-fifthsofanacre. Anumberoftheselotswerecombined

bysubsequentpurchasers. TheSyndicatealsolaidoutprincipalstreetswithacurvilinearplan,

whichreflectedthetopographyoftheland. ThesewereMeadowLane(laterWater’sEdge

Road)andPawcatuck, Aquidneck, Wauwinnet, Neowam, Noank, Everett, Ninigret, and

NianticAvenues.
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TheprospectusoftheSyndicate, publishedin andtitledACottagebytheSea, spelled

outthemotivationforthedevelopmentandtheintentionsofthedevelopers. Onecansensethe

enthusiasmwithwhichthesepioneersenteredintotheirextraordinarybusinessventure:

ForseveralyearsinquirersforlandforcottagesatWatchHillhavebeendisappointedintheir

attemptstopurchase. Thehotelownerswereunwillingtopartwithanyfurtherportionoftheir

valuableseafront, ortopermitcottagestointerceptviewsoftheoceanandbay; andalltheland

beyondthehotellines, easterlyandnortherly, withinaccessibledistancesofthesteamerlandings

andbathingbeach, stretchingfrombaytoocean, wasconcentratedinasingleestate, whoseowner

declinedtosellinsmalllots.

Thisestate, whichhassolongretardedthegrowthofWatchHill, consistingof acres,

hasrecentlybeenpurchasedfortheexpresspurposeofdivisionintocottagesites, ofdimensions,
situation, andprices tosuitalltastes. Personsofverymoderatemeansandeconomicalhabitsmay

nowenjoytherecuperativeinfluenceofoceanairandsceneryatWatchHill, incommonwith

thewealthy, iftheydesiretodoso. Inposition, varietyofsurface, andmagnificentseaviews, this

property, withafrontageofthree-quartersofamileontheocean, andhalfamileonthebay,

offersattractionsrarelyequaledonourcoast. TheestatejoinsthegroundsoftheOceanHouse

onthe“EastBeach,” andof ThePlympton[sic]Houseonthebay…

Theextensiveoceanbeachbelongingtothispropertyistobeforeverpreservedinitsnatural

condition, subjecttonoindividualoccupancyorinterference, butasthecommonpropertyof

theassociateowners. Thenatureoftheground, withitsrapidlyascendingslopes, willinsureto

everycottageownertheunobstructedseaviewwhichgivesvaluetohispurchase.

Itbeingtheintentionoftheownerstoguardthisestateandtheinterestsofallwhopurchase

fromtheobjectionablefeaturesofmanyseasidecommunities, thelotswillbesoldwithcovenants

againstoccupationforobjectionablebusinesspurposes, andrequiringpurchaserstodrainallwaste

matterandfluidsintocementedwater-tightvaults, tobesystematicallycleansed.

Theever-increasingdemandforsummerhomesonoursea-coastissteadilyabsorbingevery

footofbeachpropertywithin milesofNewYorkCity, atpriceswhichannuallyincrease. It

iswithinboundstosaythatthevalueoflandnowofferedwillmorethandoubleinfiveyears, by

thehealthynaturalgrowthofthesettlement.111

JacobS. BurnetappearstohaveresignedfromtheSyndicatein, andhisinteresttohave

beenacquiredbyEdwardWorthington, alsoofCincinnati. WorthingtonwasabrotherofJulia

W. Anderson(Mrs. WilliamP. Anderson). Theremainingpartnersformedanewentity, the

WatchHillLandSyndicate.

In, asecondmajordevelopmentfollowed, thatofthePotterFarm. Thedevelopersof

thistractwerealsoCincinnatibusinessmen, WilliamP. AndersonandWilliamA. Procter, who

boughttheformerPotterFarmandextendedthedevelopedportionofWatchHillnortherly

fromtheSyndicateLinetotheriverandPotter’sCoveandeasterlytoWatchHillRoad. They

laidoutMisquamicutRoad(laterFosterCoveRoad)toconnectwithAquidneckAvenue

andalsoaddedanumberofsideroads, includingArraquat, Wapan, Nepun, Sequan, andPopon

Roads. ThesubdivisionwasknownastheWatchHillFarm. WilliamAlexanderProcterwas

thesonofthefounderofProcter&Gambleanditsfirstpresident. WilliamP. Andersonwas
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inthecottonseedoilbusiness. Afterhisdeathin, hiswidow, JuliaWorthingtonAnderson,

assumedhisroleinthepartnership.

AthirdsubdivisionwasmadebyanotherCincinnatian, RobertBurnet, whowasthefather

ofJacobS. BurnetoftheEverettSyndicate. AcrossWatchHillRoadfromwhereSunshine

Cottage laterstood, BurnethadcarvedoutalargetractfromthePotterFarmabout. This

propertyraneasterlytotheBrowningFarm. Init, in, Burnetestablishedtheareaknown

astheUplands andlaidoutRidgeRoad, WestRidgeRoad, andGlenWay.

ThelastsignificantfarmlandtobedevelopedbeganjusteastofRidgeRoadandstretched

easterlyalongbothsidesofOceanViewHighway. ThiswasprincipallylandoftheBrowning

Farm, butalsoinvolvedtheLanphearFarmandBurnetproperty. Nomajorsubdivisions

occurred, butJohnBrowningbegansellingoff lotsin, andotherlotswerecarvedoutof

theotherpropertiesintothes.

 This mapshowsthehotels, themajorbusinesspropertiesintheVillage, andthecottagesitesdevelopedbythatdate. Thelots
of theEverettFarmsubdivisionareidentifiedbynumber. Thelineatthenorthistheso-calledSyndicateLine, thenortherlybound
of theEveretttract. In, thepropertytothenorthandwestof WatchHillRoadwouldbesubdividedastheWatchHillFarm. In
, the Uplands subdivisionwouldbecreatedontheeasterlysideof WatchHillRoad, justnorthof thepropertyof StephenW. Collins.
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ThelastmajorareatobedevelopedforcottagesiteswasalongLarkinRoad, Lighthouse

Road, andWesterlyRoad. Thiswasnotfarmlandatthetimeitwasdeveloped, butitwaslargely

thepropertyoftheNashandFosterfamilies. Asnotedearlier, itincludedthefirsthousein

WatchHilltobebuiltasasummercottage, By-the-Sea, aswellastheAldrichCottage andOcean

Mound. ThelargesttractinthisareawasthelandonwhichtheLarkinHousestood. After

ClementA. Griscomboughtitandrazedthehotelin, itbecamethesiteofsixcottages

builtforhimandhisfamily.

ThefirstpropertyonBluff Avenuetobedevelopedforcottagesiteswasthatpurchased

byRobertF. BallantineofNewarkin. Therewerealreadytwocottagesonthesite, built

onlandwhichGovernorHowardhadsoldinthes: theAlsopCottage andtheH. A. Grant

Cottage (fig. ).112 TheWatchHillHouseBowlingAlleywasdueeastoftheAlsopbarn

andstables, whichwereseawardoftheGrantcottage. BallantinegavethecottagestoCourtland

Babcock, whowasthenmanageroftheWatchHillHouse, andhadthemmovedtothe

northerlysideofLarkinRoadtoaccommodatehisnewcottage, TheKedge.113 Othercottage

sitesinthisareaweresoldbyJuliusCatlin, whoin acquiredtheformerAlbertCrandall

propertyonthehillacrossfromtheOceanHouse.

Intheseconddecadeofthetwentiethcentury, twootherareasofWatchHillweredevel-

oped. AcrossPotter’sCovefromtheWatchHillFarmsubdivision, asmallfamilycompound

wasdevelopedalongthePawcatuckRiverabout whenJamesW. TaylorofNewYork

boughtproperty, formerlyoftheBreenfarmattheendofBreenRoad, andbuiltthreefamily

 In, thenewWatchHill
Housedominatesthehilltothesouth
of theChapel. Intheforegroundare
the“AlsopCottage” andthe“H. A.
GrantCottage,” bothlatermoved
when“TheKedge” wasbuiltonthe
site. Behindthemistheoriginal
WatchHillHouse. Notvisiblebut
justtotherightwastheWatchHill
HouseBowlingAlley.
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cottagesforhimselfandhistwodaughters. Anotherenclavewasdevelopedatthenortherlyend

oftheuppergolfcoursebyFrancesC. Griscom(Mrs. ClementA. Griscom)about. This

areawasapproachedbyEastHillsRoad.

FourteenhouseswerebuiltontheEveretttractby, andtheremaininglotsweresold

atauctionin. FiftycottageswerebuiltatWatchHillbetween and. By, the

numberhaddoubledtoonehundred, andby, therewere. Evenasthecottagecolony

grewintheearlyyearsofthetwentiethcentury, thehotelscontinuedtoplayapartinthesocial

lifeofthecommunity. SeasideTopics, inanarticleaboutthefoundingofthepaper, wroteoflife

in:

WatchHillatthattimemustsurelyhavebeenthebestofallpossibleworlds, withthebighotels

thecenterofsomuchactivity — balls, cotillions, whists, concerts, lectures; withfiercecompetition

betweenthemforhavingthefinestorchestra, thejolliestcrowd, themostdeliciousfood, thebest

baseballteam. Thesummercottagersjoinedinthehotelfuntooandmanyalsotooktheirmealsat

theirfavoritehotel.114

Thebaseballteamsmeritacomment. In, the“colored” waitersattheOceanHouse

andtheWatchHillHouseformedbaseballteams. So, too, didthesoldiersoftheEighty-eighth

CoastArtilleryCompanyatFortMansfield, onNapatreePoint. Afourthteam, madeupof

 Intheearlytwentiethcentury,
baseballgamesbetweentheteams
of thehotels, FortMansfield,
andthecottagerswereenormously
populareventswhichtookplace
onthe“diamondbesidethesea,”
belowtheOceanHouse.
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cottagerswhostyledthemselvesthe“Ivies,” fromtheIvyLeaguecollegestheyattended, was

organizedbyMr. J. S. Burnet, aYaleman, andasWatchHillTopics noted, “therewillbearich

Yaleflavortothecottageteam.” ThebaseballfieldwaslocatedjustsouthoftheOceanHouse,

ontheriseaboveEastBeach(fig. ). Topics notedthat, “ ‘Thediamondbesidethesea,’ atthe

foot ofthe hill behind the Ocean House, is inusealmosteveryday, eitherforgamesorpractice...

Thehillsidearisingfromthediamondmakesaverycomfortable‘grandstand’ fordevoteesof

thegame.”115

In, theyoungofthecottagecolonyandthechildrenofguestsatthehotelswereinvited

totheMusicRoomoftheWatchHillHousefordancingclassesandprivatelessons. Miss

M. AugustaRodman, TeacherofSocietyDancing, wastheinstructorandalsotheorganizer

ofaseriesofChildren’sWeeklyHopsandofacotillionheldintheMusicRoomoftheOcean

House.116

Whilethecottagerswereregularparticipantsinthelifeofthehotels, withtheformation

oftheMisquamicutGolfClubin, socialactivitygraduallybegantoshifttotheClub. The

Club’sfirstclubhousehadbeenacorncrib, whichwasmovedfromtheFosterFarm117 tothe

seawardsideofOceanViewHighway, onthehighgroundwhereTheTimbers waslaterbuilt,

aboutthreehundredyardswestoftheintersectionwithBrowningRoad(fig. ). Thefirst

fairwayraneasterly, paralleltotheroad, withtheNo.  holeonthesitewhereNormanHall

waslaterbuilt; thecoursethencrossedtheroadintotheareaofthepresentlinks.118 Atthetime

thenewclubhousewasbeingbuilt, in, theoldclubhousewasmovedasecondtime, tugged

bymuletothefootofClubHousehill, tobeusedasacaddyshackandaworkshop.119 As

SeasideTopics notedofthenewclubhouse(figs.  & ), “induetimeitbecameapopular

socialcenterandwasoneoftheprincipalcausesofsocialexclusivenessattheHill. Hereitwas

 An viewof thefirstclub-
houseof theMisquamicutClub.
Ithadbeenacorncrib, whichwas
movedin fromtheFoster
FarmtoOceanViewHighway
andlocatedroughlywhere“The
Timbers” waslaterbuilt. The

map of Watch Hill (fig. ) identified
itasaClubHouse, whenstill
atitsoriginalWesterlyRoadsite.
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possibletogivedancesandpartiesinadifferentatmospherefromthatofthehotels. Thelatter

werethelosers.”120

Inthefirstdecadeofthetwentiethcentury, astagecoachprovidedtransportationbetween

theBathingBeachandtheGolfClub. ItranfromBayStreettotheClubtentimesaday, begin-

ningat a.m.; thelaststageleftthebeachat: p.m. andtheClubat: p.m.121 Clublife,

inadditiontogolfandtennisattheGolfClub, swimmingattheBathingBeachand, later, the

BeachClub, andsailingattheYachtClub, involveddinnerdancesSaturdaynightsattheGolf

Club(blacktie, ofcourse), andusuallyanafter-party, withsomeonebringingtheorchestra

 Thisviewof thenewclubhousefrom
therearshowsputtingonthethgreen
shortlyaftertheturnof thecentury.

 Intheearlys, theclubhousewas
expandedbyahexagonaladditionanda
porte-cochère.
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homefordancingintotheearlyhours. WeeklyeventsweretheSundaybuffetlunchesatthe

GolfClubandSundayafternoonteamusicales.

Theappealofgolfwaswidespread, andnotjustonthelinksoftheMisquamicutClub. By

, theClubhadaneighteen-holeminiaturegolfcoursejustoff theclubhouseveranda, where

theputtinggreenwaslaterlaidout(fig. ). AndattheOceanHouseinthesameperiod, clock

golfonthecoursetothenorthofthemainentrancewasaserioussport. Acroquetcourtwas

locatedtothesouthoftheentrance.

EquallyimportantasasocialcenterofthecommunitywastheWatchHillYachtClub,

foundedin. TheYachtClubregularlyheldannualmeetingsand events at Watch HillHouse

untiltheconstructionofitsowndockandclubhouseintheearlys(figs.  & ). Destroyed

bytheHurricaneof, itwasreplacedthefollowingyear. TheYachtClubmaintained

asmallracingfleetofjib-headedmainsailHerreshoff sloops, andithosteddancesandCom-

modore’steasaftertheSaturdayraces. Highlightsoftheseasonwerethedancesthatyoung

bachelorsgavefortheirfriendsthere.

AdditionalentertainmentwasprovidedbythetennisatNewportandthepolomatchesat

NarragansettPier. Nearerhome, by, therewastheWatchHillRidingandPoloClubon

ShoreRoad, justeastoftheHill. Theclubprovidedmounts, butalsoaccommodatedthehorses

ofitsmembersandmaintainedanetworkofbridlepaths. Duringtheseason, itfeaturedpaper

chasesanddragraces, anditsannualhorseshowswerepopularevents.

Ifhotelguestswerenotgenerallyincludedinthesociallifeoftheseclubs, theywerestill

grantedgolfandtennisprivilegesthere, andsothehotelsadvertisedwellintothes. Topics

observedthatthehotelspaidliberallyforbeingabletoextendtheseprivilegestotheirguests.

 Intheearlytwentiethcentury,
therewasaminiaturegolf
courseonthehilltotheeastof
theclubhouse. “PleasantView”
(later“Misquamicut”)isvisible
inthedistance.
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 TheWatchHillYachtClubintheearlys. Itsgracefullinesbelieitshumbleoriginsasthesteamerticketofficeand
waitingroomthatstoodformanyyearsontheWatchHillDock.

 AftertheWatchHillYachtClubwas
formedin, theClubspearheadedan
efforttoremovehazardstonavigationfrom
theharbor, includingtheseenormousboulders
againstwhichEarleBattey, sonof the
Commodore, measuredhimself. Inall, some
twohundredtonsof rockwereremoved.
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Therewere, ofcourse, anumberoffamiliesstayingatthehotelswhowerepartofthesocial

lifeofthecottagecolony. ThesummersocialdirectoriesoftheWorldWarIperiodregularly

listedguestsattheprincipalhotels. Aslateas, theOceanHousecouldstilldescribeitselfas

“asocialcenterfortheWatchHillsummercolony. Highlyrestrictedclientele.”122 Onepromi-

nentfamilywhoregularlyspenttimeattheOceanHousewasthatofSamuelPrescottBushof

Columbus, Ohio. Thecouplebridgedbothhotelandclubcommunities, asBushhadbecomea

memberoftheMisquamicutGolfClubin. OntheweekendofSeptember, , the

BusheswereatWatchHilltocelebratetheirtwenty-fifthweddinganniversary. Theoccasion

turnedtotragedy, whenMrs. Bush(FloraSheldonBush)waskilledinafreakaccidentwhile

walkingwithherhusbandalongWatchHillRoad, neartheWesterlyAutomaticTelephone

stationandRidgeRoad. FriendsoftheBusheshadstoppedtheircartotalk, whenamotorist,

comingfromthesamedirectionandaroundthesharpcurvethere, swervedtotherighttoavoid

collidingwithanothercar, whichwasturningintheroad. ThemotoriststruckMrs. Bush, who

diedinstantly. Mr. Bush, whowaspresidentoftheBuckeyeSteelCastingCompanyofColum-

busandwasadirectorofthePennsylvaniaRailroad, andMrs. Bush, thenforty-sixyearsold,

weretheparentsoffourchildren, oneofwhomwasthetwenty-five-year-oldPrescottSheldon

Bush, laterSenatorfromConnecticut(–), andthefatherofPresidentGeorgeH. W.

BushandthegrandfatherofPresidentGeorgeW. Bush.123

TenyearsaftertherazingoftheLarkinHouse, hotellifeatWatchHillwasdealtadevas-

tatingblowbyafirethatsweptacrosstheHillonOctober,  (figs.  & ). Itdestroyed

threeoftheremaininghotels, thenewWatchHillHouse, theColonialHouse(formerlythe

AtlanticHouse), andtheupperportionoftheColumbiaHouse. ThecottagesofWilliamC.

HastingsandMissJuliaBushwerealsolosttotheflames. TheSun calledthefirethe“greatest

catastrophe” inWatchHill’shistory.124 Fannedbyafifty-mile-an-hourgalefromthesoutheast,

theconflagrationspreadfromBluff AvenuetoBayStreet, sendingflamestoaheightoffiftyfeet

ormoreandsparksoutoverthebaytoadistanceofahalf-mile. TheWatchHillFireDepart-

ment, theWesterlyFire Department, thePawcatuckandMysticFireDepartments, theCoast

Guard, andtheSergeant’ssquadfromFortMansfieldwereallcreditedwithheroiceffortsto

containtheblaze. PecknotesthatthedisasterawakenedWatchHillFireDistrictvotersto

theneedtoprovidetheirdepartmentwithimprovedequipment. Theimmediateresultswere

theconstructionofthefirstfirehousein and, spurredonbytheladiesoftheImprovement

Society, thepurchasethatsameyearofWatchHill’sfirstmotorizedpumper, a American

LaFrancewitha-gallon-a-minutepump, whichcouldpumpbothfreshandsaltwater.

ThatengineisbelievedtohavebeenthefirstpieceofmotorizedfireapparatusintheTown

ofWesterly. AfteritceasedtoserveWatchHill, itbecameaprizedpossessionoftheGroton

LongPointFireDepartment, knownthereas“Alfie.”125

Reproduction is Prohibited



Reproduction is Prohibited

      

TheadventoftheGreatWar, –, arousedapatrioticresponsefromthecommunity. In

, twoyearsbeforetheUnitedStatesenteredthewar, agroupofladiesofthesummercolony

begantomeetweeklyintheballroomoftheOceanHousetosewforthewareffort. InJulyof

, ameetingoftheWatchHillbranchoftheAmericanRedCrosswasheldinthesunparlor

oftheWatchHillHouse. However, therewerealsovoicesofpacifismheardattheHill. In

September, thefour-dayConferenceoftheFellowship ofReconciliation and the Fellowship

ofYouthforPeacewasheldatthePlimptonHouse. TheconferenceprogramlistedNewYork

asthenationalheadquartersofthesegroupsandLondonastheirinternationalheadquarters.

NormanM. Thomas, latertobesixtimes(–)thePresidentialcandidateoftheSocialist

Party, wasaprincipalspeaker.

 LookingnorthalongBluff Avenue,
theruinsof theWatchHillHouseafter
thegreatfireof October, . In
thedistanceistheoriginalWatchHill
House, laterknownas“MastuxetLodge.”

 LookingfromBluff Avenuetothebay,
theruinsof theWatchHillHouseafterthe
fireof October, .
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AftertheUnitedStatesdeclaredwaronGermanyinApril, therewasconcernaboutthe

safetyofashorelinecommunitysuchasWatchHill, withtheprospectofenemyshipsappearing

alongthecoast. SeasideTopics, tryingtoallaysuchfears, optimisticallyeditorializedthatthe

southernshoreofRhodeIsland“hasthebestprotectedcoastlinealongtheNorthAtlantic”

withthe“protectionofthebestequippedcoastdefensesontheAtlanticcoast, namely, theforts

andpatrolsguardingtheeasternentrancetoLongIslandSound.”126 Nevermindthatthe imme-

diatedefensesofWatchHill — FortMansfield — hadbeenprovenineffectivetenyearsearlier, as

relatedlaterinthestoryofNapatree. Therewasalsonothingthat Topics oranyoneelsecoulddo

toalleviatetheinconveniencesufferedbycottagerswhosechauffeursenlistedintheservices.127

ProhibitionfollowedtheGreatWar, astheEighteenthAmendmenttotheConstitution

wasratifiedin. If, assuggestedbymanysources, Prohibitionwasnotfullysupportedbyall

membersofthecottagecolony, onesmallchapterinthatthirteen-year-longnationalexperiment

wasplayedoutpubliclyatWatchHillwheninJune, Coastguardsman“Ted” Clark, the

skipperofC.G. , stoppedatwo-mastedschooneroff WatchHillPointandconfiscatedher

$, cargoof“licker.” SeasideTopics reportedthatitwasthebiggestalcoholichaulofthe

yearandthatthecontrabandwasscheduledtobedumpedintothewateratNewLondon.128

Prohibitionornot, WatchHilldidnothavetomakedowithoutwineandspirits. One

cottagerfromSt. Louiswhobecameasummerresidentduringthatperiodcouldboastthatone

ofWatchHill’smainattractionswasahighlypopularlocalbootlegdrop, somewherealongthe

immediatecoastline. Laterinthetwentiethcentury, ClementA. GriscomIII alsosuggesteda

viewofWatchHillnotaltogetherinkeepingwithProhibition, whenhewasfamouslyreported

tohaveobserved, “WatchHill, it’salotofshingledhousessurroundedbygin.” Itisalsolikely

thatthesobriquetforWatchHill, “Cincinnationtherocks,” probablyreferredasmuchtothe

icecubesinacocktailglassasitdidtothebouldersalongtheshore.

Intheearlys, WatchHillwelcomedthearrivaloftheairage. LudingtonPhiladelphia

FlyingService, Inc., arrangedforthefirstregularairservicebetweenalocalairportandNew

York. WeekendflightswerescheduledbetweenCamden, NewJersey, andHyannis, Massachu-

setts, stoppingatCharlestownforWatchHillandWesterlypassengers.129 Thefollowingyear,

planesappearedatWatchHillitselfwhenonJuly, twenty-fourseaplanesoftheAviation

CountryClubofAmericalandedonLittleNarragansettBayontheirfirstcruise, carriedout

accordingtotheplanoftheNewYorkYachtClubAnnualCruise. TheyflewfromLongIsland

andwentontoNarragansett, Nantucket, Marion, andProvincetown, returningtoMontauk.

Thetenwomenandthirtymenwhoparticipatedwerefetedwitharoundofparties.130

Inadditiontotheformalityofsociallife — thedressingfordinner, ladiescallingoneach

other, afternoonchauffeureddrives, thehouseholdstaff andtheirrituals — therewasaformality

tofamilylifebeforetheSecondWorldWaralmostunimaginabletosomeonebornafterthe
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middleofthetwentiethcentury. FrancesCurtisHardie, whogrewupsummerswithhergrand-

mother, Mrs. F. KingsburyCurtis, atShortlands inthepre-WorldWarII days, recallsthatdaily

formality. Mealswereatsethours, seatedandservedbythestaff. Breakfastwouldbeservedat

aprecisehour, allthefamilypresentandawaitressinattendance. Afterbreakfast, therewould

beabriefhymnandprayerservice, ledbyhergrandmother. Thenthemorningwouldbefree

fortennis, golf, swimming, andperhapsMr. Freeman’sclasses. Thefamilywouldreturnfor

lunch, seatedandserved, withthreecourses: soup, meat, anddessert. Theafternoonwouldbe

freeforrestoractivity. Allwouldreconvenefordinner — anotherthree-coursemeal.

Mrs. HardieremembersthatreligionplayedamajorroleinthelifeofherfamilyatWatch

Hill, includingtheSundaymorningserviceattheChapelandaserviceintheafternoonat

home. AftertheChapelservice, thefamilywouldrushtothebeachforaquickswim, followed

byatripto“TheGreeks,” theOlympiaTeaRoom, wheretheycouldchooseicecreamfor

dessert; allthechildrenhadtoagreeontheflavor. Sundaydinnerwasagrandandlengthyevent

athome, or, onoccasions, asumptuousbuffetattheGolfClub. Thetennisplayerswould

adjourntotheSundayRoundRobinthere. Butthechildrenhadtobebackby p.m. forhymns,

prayers, arecitalofthepsalmthateachhadlearnedoverthepastweek, andabrieftalkbyher

grandmother. Mrs. Hardiereportsthatwhileshemightnotrememberthepsalms, sheremem-

bersperfectlythemixedgingeraleandgrapejuiceandBessie’s(thecook’s)cookies. TheCurtis’s

cousins, theNobles, theHusteds, andtheMcLanahans, wouldjointhemforthisoccasion. The

cookwouldhavetheafternoonandeveningoff, andfortheeveningmealthefamily would enjoy

acoldrepastofsalads, coldcuts, anddessert, allpreparedbythecookinadvanceandleftinthe

icebox. Mrs. Curtisseemedtobelieveherselftobeperformingtheroleofcookforthatmeal.131

WilliamE. Fiske, inreminiscencesofhischildhoodsummersintheearlysatthe

MisquamicutInn, providesanotherperspectiveonSundaysinthe cottage colony. In his privately

publishedmemoirs, ACuriousChildhood, hedevotesanentirechaptertoWatchHillSundays:

SundaysatWatchHillwereindeedadayapart, renderedconspicuousfarmorefortheshowy

celebrationanddisplayofone’smanifoldandmaterialpossessionsthanforanySabbathDay

searchforspiritualsustenance. Thecolorfulvarietyandcostlyeleganceofcarsandclothing, and,

later, thecaviarandoysters, smokedsalmonandpheasant, andchilled, silverpunchbowlsgracing

thetablesattheMisquamicutGolfClub’sweeklybuffet, allthesespokefarmoreclearlyofthis

world’sambitionsclearlyachievedthandidthepsalmsandhymnsorsermonproclaimtheall

toouncertainrewardsofadistressinglynebulouslifetocome.132

Hedescribes, “thelong, slow, Sundayparadeofgleamingmotorcarsapproachingthesimple

andcharmingnon-denominationalchapel,” andfollowingtheservice, thesimilarparade, “up

thewindingGolfClubdrive, ofBritishRollsesandBelgianMinervas, LincolnsandPackards

andCadillacV-TwelvesandSixteens, andthedisembarkation[attheClubforlunch]…ofthe
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 Formorethanseventyyears, SeasideTopics chronicled
thelifeof thecottagecolony. TheSeptember, , fiftieth-
anniversaryissuehadasitsleadstoryHurricaneCarol,
whichhadragedthroughWatchHillonlydaysbefore, on
August, washingawaythesecondBeachClub, built
fifteenyearsearlier.



  , CharlesF. Hammondandhisbrother, JamesS. Ham-

mond, bothofwhomspentsummersatWatchHillaschildren, began

thepublicationhereofasummerweeklypapertheycalledWatchHill

Topics initsfirstseason, andthereafterSeasideTopics (fig. ). After

Jamesceasedtobeinvolved, Charlescarriedon, andafterhimhis

daughter, MarcelleHammondHam. Topics focusedonthesocial

doingsatWatchHill, Weekapaug, andStonington, andthepaper’s

reportsofvarioussocialevents, weddings, thecomingsandgoings

ofhotelandhouseguests, reviewsoflocaltheater, localrestaurants,

servicesattheChapel, eventsattheclubs, andobituarieswerecentral

tothecohesivenessofthecommunity. TheHammondswerean

extraordinaryfamilywhoseinfluencewasfeltinnearlyeveryaspectof

WatchHilllifeformostofthetwentiethcentury. Theyspentwinters

inWinterPark, Florida, wheretheyalsopublishedapaper, Winter

HavenTopics. Theywerealsosingers. Fordecades, Hammond, Mrs.

Hammond, Marcelle, andhersister, SallyHammondTrope(later

Honan), formedthequartetattheunionserviceattheChapel.

MarcellewasalsoamemberofNewYork’sAmatoOpera. Thelast

issueofSeasideTopics thatshepublished — September,  —

reportedonatributeorganizedbythecommunityontheseventieth

anniversaryofthefoundingofthepaperandheldonLaborDay

attheMisquamicutClub. Marcellewaspresentedwithagoldlink

braceletwithadiskpendant, inscribed“SeasideTopics, ‒,

MarcelleHammondHam, Love, WatchHill.” Itwastheendofan

era, althoughthepapercontinuedforanotherfouryearsunderother

ownership. Publicrecordofthesesubsequenteditionsisincomplete

intheLocalHistoryCollectionoftheMemorialandLibraryAsso-

ciationofWesterly.

SeasideTopics remainsthemostcompletesourceofinformation

onlifeatWatchHill. Itisnooverstatementtosaythat, throughits

historicalarticles, itservedasthecollectivememoryofthecottage

colony, and, throughitseditorialpages, asbothits cheerleader and its

social conscience.

NotlongafterSeasideTopics ceasedpublication, anewpublication

whoseformatwasremarkablysimilarappearedoccasionallyatthe

endoftheseason. ItwascalledSeasideTropics, and, tongue-in-cheek,

itpokedfunatprominent members ofthe community. Itsrareappear-

ancesweregreetedwithhighhilarity. Itspublisherneveridentified

him-orherself. But itwas widely understoodthathewasayoungman

wholaterbecameapresidentoftheMisquamicutClub.

 

REPLACE
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ladieswearingtheirwhiteglovesandvast, floweredhatsandmeninpin-stripedwhiteflannels,

andbrass-buttonedblueblazersandsportingblack-tippedbuckskinshoes.” Ontheterrace,

ateachend, werelongbuffettables, “heavywiththatburdenofineffableculinarydelights

alreadyspokenof; theselectionofvichyssoiseandcoldlobster, or, forthosesoinclined, roast

pheasantwithbreadsauceandwildricewithagoodChablisinsupport, allmagnificentlyto

beconcludedwiththepassingfromtabletotableofflamingbombeAlaska.”133 Aftercoffee

andliqueurshadbeenserved, therefollowedasoloviolinperformancebyMaestroBernhard

Levitow, who, withhistrio, was“imported” eachweekfromNewYork. Attheconclusion, the

assemblagegatheredatthedoorforthesummoningofchauffeursandgleamingcarsandthe

returnhomefortheSundayafternoonnap.

TheDepressionmusthavehadaneffectonthecottagecolony, but, understandablyperhaps,

thereislittlereferencetoitintheglossypagesofSeasideTopics. Onereference, however, is

notable. TheAugust, , issuereportedontheDepression Partywhich Mrs. Wrenn DuPont

andMissBettySnowdenhadhostedattheMisquamicutClubdinnerdancetheprevious

Saturdaynight, forsome“ninetyoftheircontemporariesoftheyoungerset.”

Everythingwasinkeepingwiththedepressionidea. Thetwohostessesgreetedtheirguestsin

costumesfashionedfromburlapbags, whiletheattireoftheirguests, contrastingoddlywiththe

eveningdressofothergroupsatthedance, consistedofaheterogeneouscollectionofgarments

thatmighthavebeenpickedupalmostanywhere. Tramps, bandits, girlsinoverallsandragged

gowns, poverty-strickenmenandwomeninattiretoolargeortoosmall, arrivedinexpensive

carsandtooktheirplacesinthe“breadline” asdirectedonalargeplacardwhichtoldthemwhere

togo. Otherplacardsinformedtheguestsof“Nohelpwanted” and“factoryclosed,” whilestill

anotherdirectedthemupstairstothe“soupkitchen.”134

BetweentheFirstand SecondWorldWars, a second great fire swept Watch Hill on February

, , severelydamagingtherebuiltColumbiaHousebuildingonBayStreetanddestroying

theentireSissonBlocktothesouth(figs.  & ). Fivebusinessbuildingswereleveled, includ-

ingtheWatchHillPharmacy, Sisson’sRestaurant, andtheBaysideGarage. Thiswasthearea

occupied, inthelatetwentiethcentury, bytheInnatWatchHill. Inaddition, fourcottages

locatedalongthesoutherlysideofMastuxetTerraceweredestroyed. Understandably, thisevent

isovershadowedinmemorybythenaturaldisasterthatoccurredonSeptember ofthatyear,

butthetwomaketheyear trulyan“annushorribilis” forWatchHill.

ThefullstoryoftheHurricaneof istoldinthechapteronNapatree, butafewwords

shouldbeincludedhereaboutthecommunity’sresponsetothatappallingevent. Evenfrom

thefirstdaysafterthestorm, theeditorofSeasideTopics reportedthattherehabilitationof

WatchHillwastakenforgranted. Mrs. MeansSpencer, presidentoftheImprovementSociety,

wrotetoitsmembers:
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TothemembersofourSocietycomesagreatresponsibilitythisnextyearinhelpingWatchHill

getanewleaseoflife. Toeachoneofusisgivensomethingthatwecanaddtothebuildingof

anewWatchHill. Wearegoingtohaveasuperbbathingbeach. OurGolfClubwillbeasgood

asever. Theocean, thebay, thesunandthesandarestillhere. Letuswhohaveourhomesmake

themsingasongofhopeandconfidenceforthefutureofWatchHill.135

TheSocietyimmediatelyestablishedaHurricaneEmergencyFund, whichbetweenSeptember

 andJuly distributedsome$, forcommunityrelief. Disbursementsincludedlobster

potsandropeforfishermen, foodanddisinfectantsfortheVillage, helpwithfuneralexpenses,

readingglasseswithspeciallenses, parkwork, andcashgiventotheRedCross. InJuly, the

SocietyturnedoverthebalanceoftheFund, $., totheWesterlyHospital.136

 OnFebruary, , asecondgreatfiresweptthrough
theVillage, destroyingtheSissonBlock, eightbuildingsin
all. TheYachtClub, acrosstheparkinglot, wasunscathed.

 LookingsouthalongBayStreet, thestillsmoldering
remainsof thebuildingsbetweenMastuxetTerraceand
theFishMarket, afterthefireof February, .
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InitsJune, , leadarticle, Topics wrote: “Nowthatthehurricaneisamatterofhistory

thereisnewappreciationforthebeautyofWatchHillanditsloyalresidentswillsetnewand

greatervaluesonitsenjoyment.”137 Daniel F. Larkin II, grandsonand namesakeofthebuilderof

theLarkinHouse, ledtherenewal, withtherebuildingofthebathingpavilions, whichreopened

inJune. LarkinhadservedasaCommodoreoftheYachtClub, –. Heservedasa

NavyLieutenantCommander, firstinWorldWarI andagaininWorldWarII, inthePacific.

InOctober, justweeksafterthehurricane, Larkinerectedasignonthebarrenbeach,

reading“BetterBathingfacilitiesfor.”138 In, theWatchHillandPlimptondocks

wererestored, andtherebuildingoftheYachtClubandtheBeachClubfollowed; bothclubs

reopenedwithgalafestivitiesinJuly. Topics reportedthatthenewYachtClub, placedonthe

originalclubdock, wasmorecommodiousthantheformerbuilding. OftheBeachClub, it

commentedthatthebuildingwasfurtheroutonthebeachandofferedamoresatisfactory

arrangementthantheoldstructure.139

Evenasthecolonyputitsenergyintorebuilding, ittooktimetomournitslossesataspecial

ServiceofPrayerandThanksgiving, heldSunday, July, , attheChapel. TheRev. Remsen

B. Ogilby, presidentofTrinityCollege, Hartford, andaWeekapaugsummerresident, presided.

WithalltheexcitementoverthenewWatchHillandtheprideitsresidentstookin bringing

thecolonybackfromdisaster, thereremainedasenseofconcernforitsfuture. Thefearwaseco-

nomicandreflectedthelingeringeffectsoftheDepressionandthechangingnatureofsociety.

Wouldpropertyvalueshold?WouldWatchHillsurviveinaneweconomicandsocialclimate?

ThesewerequestionsTopics posedinalengthyarticleinitsJuly,  issue:

PropertyownersaremoresensitivethanevertotheinfluencesthatwillcarryWatchHillupor

downthescaleofvalueanditbehoovesthemtotakesuchmeasuresasarefeasiblefortheprotec-

tionoftheirownholdings. Inthefinalanalysispropertyvaluesriseandfallonthethermometer

notoftheclimate, whichisdelightful, butonhowmuchdemandthereistocomeandspendthe

summerhere.

Wearenowinatransitionstage. OuroldWatchHillwasbuiltupinagenerationwhenonly

thewell-to-doandleisureclasscouldaffordtoenjoytheseashoreforanyperiod. Theirpatronage

madethehotelsandbuiltthecottagecolony. Thereseemedtobenoendtotheprocessofmore

peoplecomingtothehotels, whichdidtheadvertisingandprovidedthelargerpartoftheenter-

tainment. Fromtheirpatronscamethecottagebuilders.

Thesituationnowisquitedifferent. Wearecaughtinthedilemmaofreducedincomes

throughoutthelandresultinginamuchdiminishedclasswhocanaffordsummerhomes, and

averylargeincreaseinthenumberofpeoplewhothroughtheautomobilefindtheseashore

accessibleandwanttoenjoyitataminimumofexpense. TheproblematWatchHillishowto

maintainconditionsthatwillcontinuetoappealtopeopleofmeans.

Thearticlewentontoexaminevarioususesoflandforrecreationalpurposesandthepotential

users, anditconcludedonamorepositivenote:
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Therecreationcustomerhasathiscommandsuchaflexiblemeansoftransportationintheprivate

automobilethathecansatisfyhistastesandgetjustaboutwhathewantsbygoingconsiderable

distancesatlittleextraexpenseorinconveniencetohimself. Thismakeslesscertaintheregular

patronageofthesummervisitoroftoday, butitalsomakespossibletheattractingfromawider

distanceofafargreaternumber.140

Intheend, ofcourse, WatchHillsurvived, andbythebeginningofthetwenty-firstcentury,

propertyvalueshadrisentolevelsthatthecottagersof couldneverhaveimagined.

WatchHillvolunteersrosetotheoccasiononceagainintheSecondWorldWar. In,

theyformedtheWatchHillVolunteerDefenseCommittee, whichestablishedanextraordinary

structureofsupportactivities, involvingvolunteersinmorethanthreehundredpositionsof

responsibility. ThechairmanoftheCommitteewasMargaretL. Buck(Mrs. HowardC. Buck).

KeyelementsofthiseffortwereAirRaidWardens, SurgicalDressingsWorkers, aMotor

Corps, aCasualtyStation, aMessengerCorps, aBloodBank, NursesAides — GrayLadies

ServingtheWesterlyHospital, SpottersforPlaneVerification, BlockCaptains, Knitting, and

Officers’ Dances.

A Casualty Station was established in the Chapel Undercroft.The Fire District, the Improve-

mentSociety, theChapel, theWesterlyHospital, andtheWesterlyRedCrossallcontributedto

theseefforts. Thecommunityalsoorganizedvariousfundraisingprojectstoassistthetroops,

includinganamateurtalentshowandapaper-salvagingcampaign. Morethan WatchHill

residents, includingsixwomen, servedinthewar. TenWatchHillmenarelistedashavingdied

inserviceinSeasideTopics ’sWatchHillHonorRoll — .141

TheendoftheSecondWorldWar, markedbythedefeatofJapan, waswildlycelebrated

atWatchHill. OnTuesdaynight, August, , theChapelbellwasrung, andfiresirens

sounded. ChiefEdwinBarberbroughtoutthefiretrucksandgavethecommunityachanceto

expressitsjoybyridingaroundtheHill. AttheOceanHouse, whenPresidentTruman’sprocla-

mationwasreadduringdinner, theorchestrabrokeintothe“StarSpangledBanner,” andthe

guestsroseandjoinedin. FollowingdinnerandaRedCrossBenefit, champagneflowed.

Wednesdaymorning, therewasaspecialServiceofThanksgivingattheChapel. Thefestivities

continuedintotheweekend, withadinnerdanceattheGolfClub, celebratingtheoccasionof

itsGoldenAnniversary.

In, apotentiallydisastrousthreattoWatchHillcamefromanunexpectedsourcewhen

theNewYorkStateCommissionerofPublicWorks, resurrectingadormantplan, proposed

theconstructionofa.-mile-longbridgeandcausewayfromOrientPoint, LongIsland, to

WatchHill. TheEasternLongIslandSoundCrossingwasintendedtobenefittheeconomyof

easternLongIslandandtorelievetruckerstravelingbetweenNewYorkandNewEnglandof

theburdenoftrafficbottlenecksinNewYorkCity. Theplanenvisionedisland-hoppingspans

     

Reproduction is Prohibited



Reproduction is Prohibited

      

thatwouldcross, inturn, fromOrientPointtoPlumIsland, GreatGullIsland, FishersIsland,

andNapatreePoint. ThefinalFishers-to-Napatreelegofthisproposedconstructionwasto

involvea,-foot-longsteelbridge, withacenterspanof feetandaverticalclearanceof

 feet. Includingacauseway, thespanfromFisherstoNapatreewastobe. mileslong. The

linkfromthenorthernendofthebridgetoRoute inHopkintonwastorunstraightalong

BayStreet.

WhilethewarchestsandpoliticalinfluenceofFishersandWatchHillmighthavebeen

sufficienttodefeattheproposal, itdiedanaturaldeathwhen, in, RhodeIslanddetermined

thatthecrossingwas“noteconomicallyfeasible.” Itwouldbeamistake, however, todiscount

theroleplayedbyalocalelementinthedeathoftheproject. That element involved a formidable

memberoftheWatchHillcommunity, Mrs. PhilipB. Eaton(AnitaMcWynneEaton), who

livedinthecottageknownasComynholm, locatedat BayberryRoadatthenortheasterly

cornerofOceanViewHighway. BorninScotlandandraisedinIndiaundertheRaj, shewas

marriedtoRearAdmiralEatonoftheCoastGuardandlivedinWashington, D.C. There,

overmanyyears, shehadservedashostessandmentortomanypoliticalnewcomerswholater

rosetonationalinfluenceandpower. OnesuchnewcomerwasayoungCongressmanfrom

Texas, LyndonB. Johnson, whoin becamethethPresident. Thiswasaboutthesame

timethatMrs. Eatonletitbeknownthatshehaddecidedtotakethebridgematterintoher

capablehands. Asshelaterreportedit, accompanyingthePresidentasheflewtoNewLondon

toaddresstheCoastGuardAcademy, shearrangedtodrawhisattentiontothebeautyofthe

 Anearly-twentieth-century
viewof theWatchHillDockfrom
theshore. Anexpressponycart
awaitsitsloadof baggage.

Reproduction is Prohibited



Reproduction is Prohibited



Soundanditsislandsandpointsbelow. ShereturnedtoWatchHillwiththewelcomenewsthat

shehadsecuredthePresident’scommitmentthatnosuchbridgewouldeverbebuilt.

Evenasthetwentiethcenturyprogressed, thereremainedaformalitytosociallifeatWatch

Hill. Aslateasthes, dressingfordinner(tuxedoforagentlemanandformaldressfora

lady)remainedtherulefordinnerparties. VisitingforthefirsttimetoconducttheSunday

unionserviceattheChapel, ayoungclergymanandhiswifefromaprominent New York parish

yearslaterrecalledhearinghishostess, havingdiscoveredthatthecouplehadfailedtobring

formalattire, telephoningtheotherdinnergueststoaskthemnotto“dress,” asthecouplehad

“broughtnoclothes.”

ItmaysurpriseyoungreadersandnewpurchasersofhousesatWatchHilltoknowthat

wellintothetwentiethcentury, cottagesweregenerallysoldandboughtfullyfurnished, theonly

generalexceptionbeinglinen, china, silver, andspecialpersonalitems. Inthelatenineteenth

andearlytwentiethcenturies, itwasthecommoncustomforcottagerstoshiptheirmostvalu-

ablepossessionsbetweentheirwinterandsummerhomes, andthese, ofcourse, wouldnothave

gonewiththesaleofacottage. JaneHoxieMaxson, whosefamilyoperatedHoxie’sTaxiand

Express, remembershergrandfatherandfathermeetingthetrainsinthespringandtransport-

ingthecratesofvaluablestothevariouscottages(figs.  & ). Inthefall, theywouldassist

withtherepackingoftheseitemsinexcelsior-filledcrates, returningthemtorailroadexpressor,

inthecaseofneardestinations, transportingthembytrucktowinterresidences.

     

 GeorgeHoxieandhisfamous
Expressserviceabout. His
sonPorterissteadyingthecargoat
therearof thevehicle.
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TheHoxiesalsoperformedvariousotherservicesforthecottagers. Inthespringandfall,

theyarrangedforladiesfromWesterlytocleanandopenandclosecottages. Andduringthe

winter, theyservedascaretakers, walkingthroughthecottagesafterstormstocheckfordamage

andarrangeforrepairs. Janewassometimesallowedtoaccompanythemand“founditghostly

withtheshuttersclosedandfurnitureshroudedinsheets.”142

Perhapsthegreatestchangeinthelifestyleofthecottagecolonyfromtheearlydaystothe

presenthasbeenintheareaofdomestichelp. Thechangewasnotabrupt, butbeginninginthe

yearsaftertheSecondWorldWar, theconsiderablelive-inhelptowhichcottagerswereaccus-

tomedgraduallydeclinedandultimatelywitheredaway. Beforethewar, itwascustomaryfora

cottagetobestaffedbyasmanyasfiveorsixlive-inservants: acook, amaidortwo, oneperhaps

alsoservingaswaitress, achauffeur, and, iftherewerechildren, anursemaidorgoverness. There

mightalsobeabutler. Agardenerorgardenerswouldcomedaily, asmightoutsidecleaning

staff and, severaldaysaweek, alaundress. IntheyearsbeforeWorldWarII, footmenhadstood

behindeverychairatdinnerpartiesatHolidayHouse. DuringRebekahHarkness’stenurethere,

thevariouschefsinthedifferentapartmentsintowhichthehousewasdividedwerethemselves

cateredtobyamasterchef.

Theneedtoaccommodatelive-inservantsinfluencedthedesignofthecottages. Ingeneral,

thetopfloorandthebasementweretheexclusiverealmofthedomestichelp. Thetopfloor

wasdevotedtoservants’ bedroomsandbath. Onthegroundfloortherewereseparateservants’

diningrooms, thebutler’spantry, andservants’ sittingroomsandporches. Thebasementwas

devotedtotheheatingplant, thecoalstovesthatheatedthewaterforthehouse, storerooms, the

laundry, andperhapsaservants’ lavatory. Therealsothelaundressmighthaveherowncoalstove

toheattheheavyironsusedinpressing. An“Annunciator” hungonthekitchenwall, andthe

bedroomofeachadulthadabell. Thecookorthebutlercoulddispatchtheproperservantto

respondtoeachcall.

Evenbeforetheend ofthe twentieth century, live-in help was becoming increasingly rare.

Youngermembersoffamiliesdiscoveredthedelightofsleepinginthehighestroomsinthe

house, formerlyreservedfortheservants. Cleaningladies(oftencalledhousekeepers)werejeal-

ouslyguarded. Summerhelp with children was moreoftenprovidedbystudents, called“mother’s

helpers,” “aupairs,” or“nannies.” Entertainmentwasgenerallycatered, andgardensandlawns

weretendedbyservicecompanies. Bytheearlytwenty-firstcentury, too, theelaboratespring

andfallritualsattendingtheopeningandclosingofcottages — thesheetingandunsheetingof

furnitureandtheshutteringandunshutteringofwindows — wereoccurringinfewerandfewer

cottages, asmorewerewinterizedandusedatleastperiodicallyoutsidethesummerseason.
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Aninterestingphenomenonwhichdeservesnoteistheecologicaltransformationbywhich

thelandscapeofthecottagecolonyoverthetwentiethcenturyreturnedfrombareandopento

highlyvegetated. GeorgeY. WheelerII sumsupthischange:

Earlypicturesshowanamazinglybarelandscape. Thefarmlandonwhichthecottageswereto

bebuiltwaslargelydevotedtodairying-grass....Therewerenotrees, noshrubs, nohedges, plenty

ofrocks, adottingofcottages, windmills, astarkenvironment. Slowlythewindmillscamedown

withtheadventofcitywater, hedgeswereplanted.143

NotingtheplantingontheMisquamicutClubpropertyofmanyredpinetreesafterthe

hurricane(laterwipedoutbyblightinthelates), Wheelerconcludes: “Thetransitionfrom

analmostmoonscapeofahundredyearsagotobeautifultreesandbushesandflowerswasso

gradualastobemoreevolutionarythancentralplanning. NobodycametoWatchHillforthe

rocksandnobodywillleaveforthetrees.”144

Wheelernotwithstanding, thelandoftheMisquamicutClub, roughly acreslyingon

bothsidesofOceanViewHighway, acquiredthroughavarietyoflandconveyancesattheend

ofthenineteenthcenturyandintheearlyyearsofthetwentiethcentury, may, initsopenness,

morecloselyresemblethelandscapeofWatchHillacenturyagothanmostoftherestofWatch

Hill. TheLighthouseRoadareais, ofcourse, anexception, forittoohasretainedmuchofthe

opennessoftheearlycottagecolony. TheshorelineofWeekapaug, largelytreelessalongthe

coast, alsogivesaflavorofearlyWatchHill.

ThereforestationofWatchHillhasalsohadclimaticconsequences, asthereturningvege-

tationhasreducedtheunimpededflowofbreezesacrossthepeninsula. Evenwithoutreference

tometeorologicaldata, mostobserverstodaywouldagreethatWatchHilliswarmerinthe

summerthanitwasinthemid-twentiethcentury. Oneresultofthatchangehasbeenthe

appearanceofmosquitoes, whichwereallbutunknownontheHillinthenineteenthandearly

twentiethcenturies. Topics, whichobservedthatin, “Nobodyhadscreensintheir windows,”

attributedthephenomenontothesteadyoceanbreezesthatinthosedaysfloweduninterrupted

byvegetation.145 Thathappycondition, ifindeedafact, didnot ofcourse continue. Certainly,

by the mid-twentiethcentury, theproblemwasclearlyrecognized, anditwasagreedthatsome-

thinghadtobedonetocombatit. ThestoryofWatchHill’smid-twentieth-centurybattles

againstmosquitosistoldinthesectionontheImprovementSocietyinthechapteronWatch

Hillinstitutions.
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Some Cottages
& Cottagers

 Apre--hurricaneviewof thecottagesonEastBeachbetween
NianticandManatuckAvenues. Lefttorightintheforeground
are“Intermere,” “EastDunes,” “Longshore,” and“Aloha.” “Longshore”
and“Aloha” werebothdestroyed. “TheCedars” isonthefarleft, across
NianticAvenuefrom“Intermere.” AcrossNinigretAvenuearethe
“WayneCottage,” “Arcadia” (later“LaMaritima”), and“Thalassa”
(later“Shadybrook”). Onthehillabove“EastDunes” is“TreasureHill,”
behindwhich“GreenShutters” (later“RockRose”)and“LogCabin”
(later“Longshore II” and“StellaMaris”)arevisible. Inthedistance,
onRidgeRoad, are“KennethRidge,” “TheArches” (later“Ridgecrest”),
and“SunnyledgeCottage.” Attheupperrightis“Windvale.”
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     liesinthedevelopmentofthecottagesandinthe

peoplewhobuiltthem, aswellasinthepeoplewhohavelivedintheminlateryears. Thechoice

ofcottagesmentionedinthefollowingsummaryoftheprogressofresidentialdevelopmentat

WatchHilloverthelastdecadesofthenineteenthcenturyandtheearlydecadesofthetwenti-

ethisintendedtoprovideonlyasnapshotofthatprocess.

Anarbitrarycut-off dateof hasbeenselected, withtheexceptionofcertainprominent

laterstructures. Thereaderwhomaybedismayedatthelengthofthissectionshouldfeel

freetofocusonareasofparticularinterest. ButsincemanydetailsofWatchHill’shistoryare

interspersed with the historyofthecottages, alaterlookatportionsinitiallypassedovermaybe

warranted.

Themostvaluableandcomprehensivesourceofinformationonthehistoricstructures

ofWatchHillistheNationalRegisterof HistoricPlaces, WatchHill, RhodeIsland, andthedetailed

informationincludedinits Inventory–NominationFormfortheWatchHillHistoricDis-

trict.146 Theinformationcontainedthereinhasbeensupplementedherebyreferenceto

anumberofothersources, includingtheWesterlylandevidence, probateandtaxrecords, news-

paperarticles, summersocialdirectories, andconversationswithlong-timemembersofthe

community.

Cottagesaregroupedgenerallyaccordingtothedateofthedevelopmentoftheparticular

areainwhichtheyarelocated. Theyareidentifiedbytheirnames, includingthosegivenbylater

owners, andbytheirlocationonvariousstreets, andthesestreetsaregroupedroughlybyneigh-

borhoods. LocationskeyedtoamapareprovidedinAppendixA.

Initialcottageownersarementioned, generallyasidentified by the National Register. Where

laterownersareknowntohavehadparticularlyinterestingcareersoraffiliations, orwherefami-

lieshavehadlongtenureandprominenceinthecommunity, theyalsomaybementioned. But

noattemptismadetolistallownersortobringownershipuptothepresentdate. For

reasonsofprivacy, namesofcurrentownersarenotidentifiedinthetext, andforthesame

reason, wheretheirnamesmaybementioned, biographicalinformationisnotprovided.

FirstaddressedarepropertieswithintheEverettFarmsubdivision.147 Nextarethosewithin

thetwosubdivisionsthatfollowed, theWatchHillFarmsubdivision148 andthesubdivision

knownastheUplands.149 StilllaterarethepropertiesalongOceanViewHighway, whichwere

developedfromtheBrowning, Burnet, andLanphearFarms. Next, becauseitisarelativelydis-

cretearea, theareaofLighthouseRoad, Bluff Avenue, andWesterlyRoadbetweenBluff and

EverettAvenuesistreated. Finally, twosmallsubdivisionswhicharegeographicallyapartfrom

theotherdevelopments, theBreenRoadandEastHillsRoadsubdivisions, arecovered.
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shehadcometoWatchHillthatsummerof, havingbeenvery

sick, butthatafteratimein“mydearseaair” shewas“soonbetter

and stronger than I had ever been” since the birth of her last child.

Shenotesalsothatthehealthofherfourchildrenhadflourishedin

that same sea air: “The children who looked like drooping flowers

when we left the city, revived like those same flowers when placed in

a glassofwater.”151

Mrs. Snively’sjournalisfullofreferencestoherloveofnature

atWatchHillandtothesimplepleasuresofbeingthereintheearly

yearsofthecottagecolony. ShewritesofdailyrowstoNapatree

tobatheinthesea, swimsinthebay, eveningrowstothePlimpton

DocktoenjoythemusicatthePlimptonHouse, theChapel — which

broughtherclosertoherlate“dearMamathananyotherplaceon

earth” — , walksonNapatreeandtheEastBeach, greatstormsand

highsurf, teaswithneighbors, excursionsbyboattoBarnIsland,

Stonington, and New London, drives to Westerly, visits to the granite

quarries, sunsetsandmoonlightonthebay, displaysoftheNorthern

Lights, andsailstoFishersIsland. ShereportsoneSeptember

dayoftheappearanceofalargeschoolofporpoises, “fiftyatleast,”

gambolinginthebay. Mrs. Snively, sadly, diedyoung, atageforty-one

in, butthefamilyremainedatBlythebourne forclosetothirty

moreyears, duringwhichtheysubstantiallyenlargedthecottage.

In, theSnivelyfamilysoldBlythebourne totheJohnB.

GriggsfamilyofHartford. Mrs. GriggswasValinaDaskamGriggs,

sisterofpoetandwriterJosephineDaskamBacon. Mrs. Baconleft

hermarkuponthecottagebywayofaplaque, passedonwiththe

housetothenewowners. Itreads

 

Shallspellforeveryguestitsmeaning

 !

Warmedwiththelove& gratitudeofsister, child& friend,

Nowfurlyoursails.

Watchthestarsrise, thatbidthestormtocease

Andfindinhappysunsetdaysthewell-wornportof.

October, , JosephineDaskamBacon

ThecottageremainedintheGriggsfamilyfornearlyseventy-five

years, ownedlastbyMrs. Griggs’sdaughter-in-law, Mrs. Loring

Griggs( JaneZweygarttGriggs), whocontinuedtovisitWatchHill

afterthesaleofthecottage.

 

Beginningin , developmentofthecottagecolonytookplaceall

acrosstheEverettFarmtract. Theearliestareasdevelopedwerealong

LittleNarragansettBay, sometimesreferredtoasPawcatuckBay,

andFoster’sCove, aroundSunsetHill, andontheoceanside, inthe

areaofEverett, Niantic, andNinigretAvenuesandWesterlyRoad,

betweenEverettandNinigretAvenues.

Water’sEdgeRoad&Pawcatuck, Sunset, Aquidneck,
Neowam, &NoankAvenues
Blythebourne, whichlooksoutacrossLittleNarragansettBayfrom

thenortherlyendofthestreet, wasbuiltin fortheRev. Summer-

fieldE. SnivelyofBrooklyn, NewYork, andlaterofPhiladelphia,

whowasanofficiantattheDedicationoftheChapelinJuly

(fig. ).150 TheRev. Mr. Snively, whowasfirstaphysicianandlater

apriest, wasoneofafamilyofEpiscopalpriests, includinghisfather

andhisbrother, theRev. WilliamA. Snively, wholivedatBouldercrest

onWauwinnetAvenue.

Mrs. Snively, whowasIdaEliotSelleckSnively, keptajournal,

partsofwhichweresharedwiththenewownerofBlythebourne in

theearlytwenty-firstcentury. ShereportsthatherloveofWatch

Hilllongpredatedhercomingtolivehere. Shehadvisitedwithher

parentsandhadmetherhusbandhere.

Inan entry, shewritesthattheprevioussummer, herhus-

band “bought a lovely little point of land at Watch Hill and last fall

he erectedacottagethere. Cottageandlandwereapresenttome

frommydearhusband. Thecottageissmall, butveryprettyand

theroomsarelarge, everyinchofspacebeingused. Wehavealovely

widepiazza, roundthreesidesofthehouse.” Shefurtherreportsthat
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JuliaRoberts.152 In, thecottagebecamethehomeoftheRobert

E. Wilkes, Jr., familyofOldwick, NewJersey. Mrs. Wilkes(Wendy

WattlesWilkes)hadgrownupatHighWatch onBluff Avenue.

AcrossthestreetfromEdgecove andnexttoBlythebourne isthe

Anchorage, laterChannelMark, builtin‒ forMrs. AnnieB.

McConnell, wifeoftheRev. SamuelD. McConnellofBrooklyn,

NewYork. Thesitehadearlierbeenoccupiedbyanothercottage —

RiverView, laternamedTheFolly, whichtheMcConnellsbuiltin

 andhadmoveddownthestreetin. Thenewcottagestill

retainsaportionofthefoundationandthenorthchimneyofthe

earliercottage.

TheGeorgeR. Summersbyfamilyacquiredthecottagein.

SummersbywaspresidentoftheBradfordDyeingAssociation.

AfterMrs. Summersby’sdeath, thecottagebecamethehomeof

theJohnH. Kattfamilyin. TheKattssoldittoMaryHunter

MarstonDowandherhusband, CharlesMasonDow, in.

Neighborsrememberoccasionalspiritedlate-nightarcheryevents

involvingflamingarrowsintheearlys.

In, Mrs. GilbertG. Browne(LouiseBarberBrowne)ofNew

YorkandWilton, Connecticut, acquiredthecottage, bythenknown

asChannelMark. Inanindirectway, Mrs. Browne’sfamilyconnec-

tionswithWatchHillhadprecededherhere. Hermaternalaunt

wasEnidYandell, whofiftyyearsearlierhadsculptedthestatueof

Ninigret, finallylocatedintheVillagepark(seefig. ). Yandell, who

wasbornin Louisville, Kentucky, in , and subsequently lived in

Providence, had studied sculpture under Auguste Rodin and main-

tained studios in ParisandNewYork. Beginningin sheexhibited

regularlyattheParisSalon. ThefirstwomanmemberoftheU.S.

NationalSculptureSociety, shecreatedpublicstatuaryandfountains

inTennessee, Kentucky, andConnecticut, aswell as in Providence.

In contrast to these sometimes monumental works, shealsodesigned

onasmallscaleforTiffany& Co. Herworkatthe Chicago

WorldColumbianExpositionwonaDesigner’sMedal.

Mrs. Browne’sfatherwasnotedNewYorkBeaux-Artsarchitect

DonnBarber, whowasalsoeditorofTheNewYorkArchitect. His

towerfortheTravelersInsuranceCompanyinHartfordwassheathed

withpinkWesterlygranite. GilbertG. Browne, whodiedbefore

thefamilycametoWatchHill, wasadirectorofCityBankFarmers

TrustCompany, whichafterseveralmergersbecameCitibank.

In, ChannelMark becamethehomeoftheWilliamH.

Grayfamily. GraywasformanyyearstreasureroftheFireDistrict.

Edgecove, diagonallyacrossthestreetatthecornerofPawcatuck

Avenue, andbackingonFoster’sCove, wasbuiltforDanielL. Lyon of

Cincinnati in  (fig. ). It was owned by the Eugene F. Williams

family ofSt. Louisfrom to, andwasthehomeofthefami-

liesoftheWilliamsdaughters, Marie“Mamie” Williamsvon Gontard

(Mr. and Mrs. Adelbert von Gontard) of Greenwich, Connecticut,

andGeorgieWilliamsMeyerLewis(Mrs. HenryLewisIII)of

LocustValley, NewYork. In, itbecamethehomeoftheCharles

H.G. ReesfamilyofNewYork. ReeswasassociatedwithWhitney

CommunicationsinNewYorkformorethantwentyyearsandserved

asitspresident, ‒. In, thecottagebecamethehomeof

theWilliamG. Clarkfamily.

NexttoEdgecove, atthenorthendofWater’sEdgeRoad, is

GeraniumPoint, formerlyBreezyPoint, builtin forHenryA.

RobinsonofYonkers, NewYork(fig. ). Inthepre-WorldWarI

days, thecottage was occupied by the G.R. Bunker family, also of

Yonkers. The family included a son, Ellsworth Bunker, who would

later becomeU.S. AmbassadortoArgentina, Italy, India, andfinally

Vietnam, whereheservedfrom to , theyearSaigonfellto

theVietCong. In, thecottagebecamethehomeoftheFrancis

J. BracelandfamilyofHartford. Bracelandwaschiefpsychiatristat

Hartford’sInstituteforLivingandapresidentoftheAmerican

PsychiatricSociety. Afterhisdeathinthes, thehousewassold

andcompletelyrebuilt. Duringthereconstructionin, itwasone

ofseveralWatchHilllocationsforthefilmMysticPizza, starring

 ViewfromSunsetHilltothebayabout. Cottagesvisibleon
whatwasthenMeadowLane(laterWater’sEdgeRoad)are,
lefttoright, “Edgecove,” “Blythebourne,” and“BreezyPoint”
(later“GeraniumPoint”). Atthefarleftisacornerof “Lermoh”
(later“Baycroft”). TotherightisCurtisPoint, where“Shortlands”
wouldsoonbebuilt.
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Theothertwomenstandingbesidehimweresoldiersand

theybothhadtheirriflespointeddirectlyattheFrenchboat.

Georgesuddenlyrealizedthathewasinaverytight

spot…Howevertherewasnothingforitatthispointbutto

pushthebluff through. Hestoodupintheboat, foldedhis

armslikeWashingtoncrossingtheDelawareandputona

broadandfalsesmile.

Theofficermadeuphismindthatitmusthavebeen

allrightbecauseGeorgesawthesoldierslowertheirrifles.

TheFrenchmenwentalongtheirtwistingcourseandfinally

landedhimclosetotheoldNormandypier, nowamerepile

ofwreckage.

SoGeorgewasthefirstmanofanyAlliedforcetoland

inthecityofCherbourgbyseasince. Infactnooneelse

landedforaboutthreeweeksafterward.

Thestorycirculatedintheofficers’ quartersthatacrazy

manhadcrossedtheharborbyboatthedaybefore. George

realizedthattheyweretalkingabouthim.154

WheelerbeganhisciviliancareerwithRCA andbecameavice

presidentofthecorporation. AtWatchHill, hewasbothapresident

oftheMisquamicutClubandtheClubhistorian. Mrs. Wheeler

(Katherine Gatch Orthwein Wheeler) had grown up at Briar Rock

on NinigretAvenue. Coincidentally, BriarRock waslaterboughtby

WilliamR. Battey, Jr., andMichaelS. Battey, whoweregreat-grand-

sonsofthebuilderofSamoset, CommodoreBattey. In, Samoset

waspurchasedbyWheeler’sstepson, JamesB. Orthwein, Jr., who

hadgrownupacrossMeadowLaneatWestCottage. Samoset wasren-

ovatedandsubstantiallyenlargedattheendofthetwentiethcentury.

NexttoWestCottage andacrossthestreetfromSamoset isRiver

View, laterTheFolly, which, asmentionedearlier, wasbuiltin

fortheRev. andMrs. SamuelD. McConnellonthesitelateroccu-

piedbytheAnchorage andmovedtoitspresentsitein.

TheRev. Mr. McConnell, anEpiscopalpriestandArchdeacon

oftheDioceseofConnecticut, wasauthorofthe Historyof the

AmericanEpiscopalChurch. Mrs. McConnell (AnnieBlissMcConnell)

wasthefirstwomanpresidentoftheImprovementSociety, during

whoseterm, ‒, controlwaswrestedfromthemenwhohad

foundeditandassumedbythewomenofthecommunity.

River View was occupied for many summers by Daniel F.

Larkin, Jr., and his wife, Dorothy Taylor Larkin, following the loss

of Northwind, their cottage on Napatree, in the  hurricane.

Inthes, heandGurdonB. Wattlestooklegalactiontochallenge

theStateofRhodeIsland’sdesignationofmanyWatchHillrights-

of-waytothewateraspublic; thelitigationneverwenttotrial.

At the southerly end of Water’s Edge Road stands Samoset,

with a viewacrosstheharbortoNapatreeandoutacrossLittleNarra-

gansettBay(fig. ). Itwasbuiltabout  forWilliamJ. Battey

ofBrooklyn, NewYork, whowaspresidentofBattey, Trull& Co.,

operatorsofthePawcatuckWoolenMillsatPotterHill. Hewasalso

afounderandthefirstCommodoreoftheWatchHillYachtClub

in . The point on which Samoset stands is known as Battey Point.

In , theBatteyssoldthecottagetotheThomasH. Eddyfamily

ofPittsburgh. Mrs. Eddy( JeanThompsonEddy)hadgrownupat

SunsetHill. TheEddysinturnsoldittotheJohnWilkiefamily

ofPoughkeepsie, NewYork, in. In, theGeorgeY. Wheeler

II familyofWashington, D.C., acquiredtheproperty.

GeorgeWheelerhadservedasawarcorrespondentinWorldWar

II. HeistheheroofaremarkableexploitrecountedbyW.W. Chap-

lininTheFifty-TwoDays.153 WheelerwasaskedbyNBC tocoverthe

storyoftheexpectedreopeningoftheportofCherbourgafterthe

cityhadbeenretakenbytheallies, onJune, . Hereishow

ChaplinreportsWheeler’sactionsafterhearrivedoutsidetheport:

Georgenoticed…thatthereweretwoNormanfishermenina

smallmotorboatamongtheminesweepersandhebeckoned

themoverandinvitedthemaboardthePT boat. Withsome

eloquenceandafewdrinksofScotch, heconvincedthemthat

itwouldbeveryniceiftheywouldtakehimintoCherbourg

throughthelanes, which, undertheinfluenceofalcohol, they

boastedtheyknew.

SoGeorgeboardedthemotorboatwiththeFrenchmen

andstartedin. HehadhardlyleftthesideofthePT boat

whenglassesweretrainedonhimfromeveryminesweeper

andescortvesseloutsidetheharbor. IfGeorgecouldgetin,

iftheFrenchmenreallydidknowthelanesthroughthemines

fromhavingwatchedtheGermansusethem, thenitmight

bepossiblefortheminesweepersthemselvestofollowthose

lanesandgraduallywidenthemfortheuseofcargoships.

Thelittleboatwasmorethanhalfwayacrosstheharbor

andclosetothejettyonwhichGermanfortshadheldout

forseveraldaysafterthecityitselffell, whenGeorgenoticed

agroupofthreemeninAmericanuniformsonthejetty. One

ofthemenwaslookingtowardhisboatthroughbinoculars.
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Dorothy Taylor was a daughter of John H. Taylor, corporationcounsel

tothecityofBrooklyn, NewYork, andoneofthefoundersofthe

summercolony at Weekapaug. Her mother, Emma Dean Taylor, was

descended from John Dean, who served as Indian Agent and advocate

in central New York in the late s for the Brothertown Indians, the

remnants of six New England tribes, including “Pequods, Stoningtons,

Narragansetts and Mohegans,” who had been forced off their ancestral

lands. The Brothertown Indians at first occupied land in Oneida

County, New York, and later moved to Wisconsin.155

In, theJabishHolmesfamilyofNewYork, wholivednext

dooratEastCottage, acquiredTheFolly. HolmeswasModeratorof

the Fire District, ‒. Mrs. Holmes (Mary Starr Griscom

Holmes)wasthedaughterofRodmanE. Griscomandhadgrown

upwithherbrother, ClementA. GriscomIII, atTrespasso onLight-

housePoint.

The two cottages on the harbor known as East Cottage and West

Cottage were built as rental properties by Daniel L. Lyon in  (fig.

). East Cottage was also known as Lyon No.  and called Mijapoan

by the Jabish Holmes family, who purchased it in  and lived there

for nearly twenty-five years. In , they conveyed it to the Gurdon

W. Wattles family of Far Hills, New Jersey, and moved to The Folly.

Wattles, an investment banker, engineered the merger, in the s,

of Merganthaler Linotype Company and Electric Autolite Company

to form Eltra Corporation, a diversified electrical and industrial

products corporation; in , it was acquired by Allied Chemical.

West Cottage, also known as Lyon No. , became the home of the

Grenville T. Emmet, Jr., family of New York in . In , it was

acquired by the James B. Orthwein family of St. Louis. It remains in

the family, which includes the Orthweins’ son, Percy J. Orthwein II,

and daughter, Katherine Orthwein Snowden (Mrs. James M. Snowden,

Jr.), of St. Louis. James Snowden grew up at Sprayberry House on

Ocean View Highway.

Thepropertyalongtheharbor, eastofEast Cottage andabutting

thenortherlyendoftheVillageparkandtheLanphear’s(laterHol-

dredge)Garageproperty, wasacquiredbytheWilliamH. Peckfamily

ofNewYorkin. ItwasnotpartoftheEveretttract, butis

identifiedonthesubdivisionplatastheabuttingpropertyof “Mrs.

Harvey,” whowasMrs. JohnD. Harvey. Aboathousestandsalong

thewater, andontherisearetheremains — arearell — ofthePeck

Cottage, ahousethatdatesto (fig. ). Addedtoin, itwas

originallyknownastheRedHouse andlaterasAborigines. Thegreater

partofthestructurewasdestroyedbyarsoninthes. Onthehill

directlybehindthehousewasthesstoneandbrickcottageof

ReginaldPeck, whoisthesourceofsomuchvaluableearlyhistoryof

WatchHill. Beginningin, newownersundertookmajorrenova-

tionandreconstructionoftheseveralstructuresontheproperty.

The two early houses on the right, or southerly, side of Pawcatuck

Avenue, asonegoesfromWater’sEdgeRoadtoSunsetAvenue, are

Wauwinnet, laterHedgerow, andIdleHour (seefig. ).

Hedgerow wasbuiltabout fortheRobertDrysdalefamily

ofWesterly. TheDrysdalesoperatedaplumbingandheatingbusiness

intheDrysdaleBuildingonBayStreet, astructurelaterknownas

 About, lefttoright, “Samoset,” “WestCottage,” and
“EastCottage.”

 Viewof northsideof theharbor. The “PeckCottage” isinthe
foreground.
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HarbourHouse. Inthes, s, andearlys, Hedgerow was

ownedinsuccessionbythefamiliesofSallyAtwoodSmithDryden,

RobertE. Knisley, ArthurM. Cottrell, Jr., andArthurM. Cottrell III.

TheJ. DabneyPenickfamilyacquireditin.

IdleHour wasbuiltabout fortheLarkinfamily, ownersof

theLarkinHouseandofmuchofthevillageshorefrontandthebeach

atthebeginningofNapatree, includingtheBathingPavillions, the

Merry-Go-Round, andtheLarkinBlock. TheWalterClothierfamily

ofPhiladelphiaoccupiedthecottageduringthe season. The

cottagewassubsequentlyownedbytheJ. TrowbridgeCottrellfamily

(‒), whocalleditThreeSeas. Itlaterbecamethehomeofthe

familyofMrs. RuthWhitingChapinGreeneofNewYork(‒

). ItwasacquiredbytheWilliamWeillfamilyofPlainfield, New

Jersey, in.

ThetwocottagesonthewatersideofPawcatuckAvenuewere

builtin and.

Bungalow-on-Cove, laterCoveCottage, wasbuiltfortheRev. A.

HerbertLewisofPlainfield, NewJersey, in (seefig. ). In,

itbecamethehomeoftheWilliamL. RussellfamilyofNewYork.

TheRussellssoldittotheReginaldH. FullertonfamilyofNewYork

in. In, thecottagebecamethehomeoftheGeorgeC.

Moorefamily, alsoofNewYork. MoorehadspentsummersatSun-

nandene onBluff Avenue, andMrs. Moore(AudreyConnellMoore)

atOverlook onOceanViewHighway.

Nextdoor, Lermoh wasbuiltin‒ forthefamilyofRobert

N. WillsonofPhiladelphia(seefig. ); WillsonwasaJudgeofthe

PennsylvaniaCourtofCommonPleas. Inthesands, the

WilliamP. UrbanfamilyofBuffalomadethecottagetheirhomeand

renameditBaycroft. Mrs. UrbanwasHarrietAndrewsUrbanandhad

grownupatWindansea onBrowningRoad. TheJohnNormanForker

familyof New York acquired the cottage in . In , the cottage

becamethehomeoftheJohnL. McCormickfamily. Mr. McCormick

hadgrownupatTheBungalow onWesterlyRoad.

Nextdoor, atthenortheasterlycornerofPawcatuckAvenue, as

SunsetAvenuerunstoAquidneckAvenue, isPomptookit, builtabout

 for the Henry H. Van Cleef family of New Haven. Mrs. Van

Cleef(MaryS. ThompsonVanCleef ), whosenicknamewasPomp,

hadgrown up at Sunset Hill. The Van Cleefs’ son, William H.

Van Cleef, Jr., wasthesecondhusbandofMaryHunterMarston

Green, whohadsummeredwithherparentsatAloha. Thehouse

remainedinVanCleeffamilyownershipatthebeginningofthe

twenty-firstcentury.

Acrossthestreet, atthesouthwesterlycornerofPawcatuckand

SunsetAvenues, ClintonCottage wasbuiltin fortheRobertA.

MiehlkefamilyofClinton, Massachusetts(seefig. ). Mrs. Mielhke

( JohannaLangeMiehlke), whohadbeenthemanageroftheColum-

biaHousein and, boughtthepropertytheyearbeforeher

marriage, in. Intheearlytwentiethcentury, therewasatennis

courtbetweenitandIdleHour. Thecottageremainsinthefamilyof

theoriginalowner.

TurningrightonSunsetAvenue, therearefourcottagesonthe

rightorwesterlyside, betweenClintonCottage andtheHoldredge

Garage. Theydatefrom to. NextdoortoClintonCottage

isSunnyside, builtin fortheEmilusHarveyfamilyonaportion

oftheClintonCottage property(fig. ). Harveywasthesonofthe

JohnDennisonHarveysoftheRedHouse, justtothewestofthe

property. Mrs. HarveywasAnnaMarieLange, whowasMrs.

Mielhke’ssister. In, thecottagebecamethehomeoftheC.

BerkeleyCooke, Jr., family. Mrs. Cooke(MargaretPhelpsCooke),

laterMrs. PaulSpeer, wasadaughterofMr. andMrs. DudleyPhelps

andthesisterofAnnPhelpsBishop(Mrs. F. MichlerBishop),

whohadinheritedthefamilycottage, Meadholme, onRidgeRoad.

Sunnyside remained in the Cooke family for another forty years.

 LookingfromSunsetHilltoNapatreebefore. Inthefore-
groundare, lefttoright, “BonnieView” and“Moorcroft.” Tothe
leftof “BonnieView” isLanphear’s(laterHoldredge)Garage.
“IrisRock” hadnotyetbeenbuilt. “SunsetView” (later“Appleby”)
showstotheleft, “Sunnyside” totheright.
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The two cottages to the south ofSunnyside — Moorcroft and Bonnie

View — were both built for Charles Maxson on other sites and moved

totheirpresentlocationsin (fig. ). Theyweresummercottages

andfrequentlyrented. MaxsonwastheownerofC. Maxson& Co.,

which he had founded in . In , C. Maxson & Co. was awarded

thecontractforlayingoutthenewroadbetweenLotteryvilleand

WatchHill. In, thefirmbuilttheOceanHouse. Inlateryears, it

alteredandimprovedtheAtlantic, Plimpton, andBayViewHouses.

ThefirmwasalsothebuilderofseveralgreathotelsatNarragansett

Pier. C. Maxson& Co. anditssuccessor, Maxson& Co., operated

byCharles Maxson’s brother, Jonathan Maxson, operated for some

seventyyears. TheMaxsonnameisrememberedinWatchHillnot

justforitsbuildings, butalsofortheMaxsondocks, locatedalong

thenortherlyshoreoftheharborneartheoldfirehouseandthefor-

merPeckproperty.156

Moorcroft, builtabout, wasformanyyearsownedbythe

HoraceBurdickfamily. Burdickalsoownedthebuildingknownas

theBurdick Building and later as Bay Breeze, to the south of Harbour

House. Intheseasonof, thecottagewasoccupiedbyU.S.

SupremeCourtAssociateJusticeHoraceH. Lurtonandhisfamily.

Lurton, anativeof Tennessee, servedsevenyearsontheTennessee

SupremeCourt. HewassubsequentlyappointedbyPresidentGrover

Cleveland to the U.S. Court ofAppeals for theSixthCircuit, on

whichheservedwithWilliamHowardTaft. AfterTaftbecamePresi-

dent, heappointedhiscolleaguetotheSupremeCourtin. Inthe

post-WorldWarII years, thecottagebecamethehomeoftheRalph

Craigfamily. In, theBradfordB. Koppfamilyacquiredit. Kopp

servedastreasureroftheWatchHillFireDistrictformanyyears.

BonnieView, alsoknownasBonnieBrae, wasbuiltabout.

In, JonathanIrvingMaxson, thesonofJonathanMaxsonand,

withhisfather, aprincipalofMaxson& Co., waslivingthere. For

manyyearspaintedred, BonnieView laterbecamethehomeof

theAlbertYoungfamily. Youngwasconsideredthe housepainterin

WatchHill. Neighborsrememberthat, atageeighty, hewasstill

climbing ladders to paint gables. His shop was located in the area

now occupied by the driveway to the Holdredge Garage parking lot.

For a timethecottagewasownedbythefamilyofDianaLenes,

whocalleditAcropolis. In, thecottagebecamethehomeofthe

NewellStammfamilyofNewington, Connecticut. Stammserved

manyyearsasafirewardenoftheWatchHillFireDistrict.

BetweenMoorcroft andtheHoldredgeGarageisIrisRock, built

about forMissLillianWashburnofMorristown, NewJersey,

 LookingsouthfromaboveFoster’s
Coveabout. Thecottageson
thecovesideof PawcatuckAvenue
are, lefttoright, “Lermoh” (later
“Baycroft”) and “Bungalow-on-Cove”
(later“CoveCottage”). Acrossthe
streetare, lefttoright, “ClintonCot-
tage,” “Idle Hour,” and “Hedgerow.”
ThePeckpropertyrunsfromthesouth
sideof PawcatuckAvenue
totheharbor. Seealsothesimilar
viewalmostonehundredyearslater,
pages ‒.
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whowasthedaughterofCharlesAmesWashburn, whoserved

asambassadortoParaguayinthes. SeasideTopics reportsthat

MissWashburnhadbeenatalosstocomeupwithanameforher

cottage, untilshelookedoutintohergardenonedayandspotted

a singleirisplantgrowingbyalargeboulder.157 In, thecottage

wasacquiredbySidneyE. StockwellofWestHartford, Connecticut,

whowasowneroftheHartfordSteelBallCo. In, Stockwell

conveyedthecottagetohisdaughter, EleanorStockwellPayne(Mrs.

J. RaymondPayne). Inthes, thecottagewasoccupiedbythe

Fred T. Walker family of Larchmont, New York. Mrs. Walker (Evelyn

LeeWalker)wasanauntofJanetLeeBouvierAuchinclossandthus

agreatauntofJacquelineBouvierKennedyOnassis.

On the hill opposite, on the easterly side of Sunset Avenue, is

the cottage known successively as Sunset View, Wasigan, and Appleby,

built in  for Dr. E. R. Lewis, a Westerly physician. For many

years it was the home of the Moore family, the Misses Eleanor C.

and Emma W. Moore, and later of the family of their brother, Cyril

V. Moore, and the family of the Cyril Moores’ daughter, Hatsy

Moore. Hatsy Moore identifies the source of the name Appleby as

being the English village of Appleby Magna, Leicestershire, from

which the Moore family came to America.158 She also tells a tale of

her maiden aunts and the Hurricane of . Secure on their hillside

above the bay, they somehow managed to be oblivious to the

destruction all around them until the next morning, when Miss

Emma, looking out, was horrified to see that the cottages on Napa-

tree, including their brother Cy’s, had vanished. She cried out to

her sister, “Cy’s house is gone…Napatree Point is gone!” To which

her sister replied, “Oh, Emma, go back to bed, you must be dream-

ing.” Improbable story? Mrs. Moore reports that she heard her aunts

tell it.159

Turning back up Sunset Avenue, at the head of Pawcatuck

AvenueandaboveSunsetandAquidneckAvenues, isSunsetHill,

whichontheEverettplatof isidentifiedasbeingthesiteofa

U.S. SignalStation, designatedbyCoastSurveyaseightyfeetabove

mean tide. There stands Sunset Hill, an imposing Italianate stone

villa built in  for Mary Thaw Thompson and her husband,

William Reed Thompson, of Pittsburgh and New York(fig. ). Its

architect was the New York firm of Atterbury & Tompkins, which

had earlier designed the Misquamicut Club. Mrs. Thompson was the

daughter of PittsburghcoalandrailroadmagnateWilliamThawand

thesisterofHarryK. Thaw, notoriousforhis murderofarchi-

tectStanfordWhite. TheThompsons’ daughters, MaryT. Thompson

(Mrs. HenryH. VanCleef )andJeanR. Thompson(Mrs. Thomas

H. Eddy), laterhadtheirowncottagesatWatchHill.

Built of granite quarried on the site, Sunset Hill dominates the

view of the hillside from the harbor and commands a spectacular view

across the bay to Stonington and over Napatree to Fishers Island.

It offered refuge to many Watch Hillites in the Hurricane of .

After their cottage Aloha on East Beach was destroyed in the

hurricane, the Hunter S. Marston family of New York acquired Sunset

Hill. Mr. Marston was a founder of American Home Products. In

, the Howard M. Fry II family acquired Sunset Hill. Mr. Fry, an

attorney, served as general counsel to the U.S. Agency forInternational

 “SunsetHill.”

 The“PageCottage” (later“SeaEcho”).
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Nextdoor, thetwocottagesonthewesterlysideofNeowam

Avenue — Neowam andWetumanetu — werebuiltbyDr. JohnChamp-

lin of Westerly. A prominent physician, Dr. Champlin lived in the

handsomebrickFederalhouseatnumber GraniteStreet, Westerly,

whichattheendofthetwentiethcenturybecameaprofessionaloffice

building. HewasalsothefounderandpresidentoftheWesterly

AutomaticTelephoneCompany, thefirstdialtelephonecompany in

the country.160 The architect of both of Champlin’s Watch Hill cottages

wasHenryW. WilkinsonofSyracuse. Neowam wasbuilt in  and

remained in the Champlin family until , when it wasacquiredby

MissAnnaE. FordofHamden, Connecticut, whorenteditsummers.

MissFordwasanowneroftheNarragansettInninthes. Occu-

pantsofthecottageduringtheperiodofherownershipwerethe

LewisW. TrayserfamilyofPhiladelphiaandtheThomasE. Walton

familyofSt. David’s, Pennsylvania. Trayserwasavicepresidentofthe

CurtisPublishingCompany. TheWaltonfamilyhomeinSt. David’s

wasthesettingforthe filmThePhiladelphiaStory, whichstarred

CaryGrant, KatherineHepburn, andJamesStewart. MissFordsold

thecottagetoDr. andMrs. ArthurP. Hotchkissin. Itremained

intheHotchkissfamilyuntiltheearlytwenty-firstcentury.

ThesecondoftheChamplincottages, Wetumanetu, locatedon

thenorthwesterlycornerofNeowamandWauwinnetAvenues, was

builtin andremainedintheChamplinfamilyuntil. Its

nameintheIndianlanguagemeans“MedicineMan’sHouse.” In,

Col. andMrs. HermanH. PohlofLeesburg, Virginia, acquiredit.

ThePohlshadearlierownedSilversurf, onNapatree. Later, in,

Wetumanetu becamethehomeofDr. JohnP. Woodandhiswife,

Dr. PaulineB. Wood.

Cedarhurst, ontheeasterlysideofNeowamAvenue, wasbuiltin

 for E. A. Hart and E. J. Barney of Cincinnati. From  to

, itwasthehomeoftheEffinghamB. MorrisfamilyofPhiladel-

phia. MorriswaspresidentoftheGirardTrustCompany, whichin

 mergedwiththeMellonBank. TheMorris’sdaughter, Caroline

MorrisByers, andherhusband, J. FrederickByersofSewickley,

Pennsylvania, ownedthecottagefrom to. Byerswas

chairmanoftheA. M. ByersCo., manufacturersofwroughtiron.

Cedarhurst becamethehomeoftheLouisW. Cappellifamilyin.

Cappelli was Secretary of State of Rhode Island, ‒, Lieutenant

GovernorofRhodeIsland, ‒, andfinallyaJusticeofthe

SuperiorCourt. In, Cedarhurst becamethehomeoftheGeorge

C. BassfamilyofDelrayBeach, Florida.

Development in the administrations of PresidentsRonald Reagan and

George H.W. Bush. Mrs. Fry (Nancy Nickerson Fry) was a founder

and president of the Watch Hill Preservation Society.

Across the street isCraigie Brae, oneoftheearlyhousesof Watch

Hill. Around, itwasowned by Dr. James MacAlister ofPhiladel-

phia, who transformed it into a summer cottage. Dr. MacAlister

wasthefirstpresident, ‒, oftheDrexelInstituteof Art, Sci-

ence and Industry, later the Drexel Institute. CraigieBrae wasthe

homeoftheWilliamS. Leedsfamilyfrom to, whenitwas

acquiredbyMrs. ErnstR. BehrendofGreenwich, Connecticut, who

calledthecottageGlenhill. In, renamedCraigieBrae, itbecame

thehomeoftheJohnM. Regan, Jr., familyofOceanRidge, Florida.

Next to Craigie Brae, on the northerlysideof AquidneckAvenue,

isBayridge, builtabout bytheAshleyH. Andersonfamilyof

Troy, NewYork. Theproperty, formerlypartoftheEverettplat,

becameLot oftheWatchHillFarmplatatthetimethatMisquam-

icutRoadwaslaidout. ThepropertywassoldtotheAndersonsby

JuliaW. AndersonandWilliamA. Procterin. In, the

AndersonssoldthepropertytotheLewisH. EnglishfamilyofNew

Haven; EnglishwaspresidentoftheNewHavenSavingsBank.

Thatsameyear, Englishboughttwoadditionallotstothenorthfrom

AndersonandProcter. Healsoenlargedthecottage, roughly doubling

its size. In , hesoldoff oneoftheadditionallotsandaportionof

thesecondtoCornelianPeytonRussellofWashington, D.C., who

builtEdgewater, laternamedGulnare, ontheproperty. TheEnglishes

remainednearlyfortyyears at Bayridge. In , it became the summer

home of the CharlesH. BairdfamilyofPhiladelphia. Bairdwas

alongtimepresidentoftheChapel. Baird’sdaughter, EdithBaird

Eglin(Mrs. ThomasW. Eglin)ofLawrenceville, NewJersey, later

alsobecameapresidentoftheChapel.

Across the street, on the southwesterly corner of Aquidneck

and Neowam Avenues, and just east of Sunset Hill, is Sea Echo,

built in  for Dr. and Mrs. Charles W. Page of Hartford(fig. ).

Page was a physician. Even years after it became the home of the

Westerfield family, in , and was renamed Sea Echo, it continued

to be referred to as the Page Cottage. Ray B. Westerfield was a

professor of economics at Yale and the founder and president of

the First Federal Savings and Loan Association of New Haven.

After his death and Mrs. Westerfield’s move to Gitche Gumee,

the cottage became the home of their son H. Bradford Westerfield

and his family.
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CincinnatiLibrary’s William H. Doane Collection. In , the

James S. RichmondfamilyacquiredtheEchoLodge propertyfromthe

DoanesandrenameditUshersAcres.

OnthehilltothenortheastofEchoLodge isTheChalet. Accord-

ingtotheNationalRegister, thecottagewasbuiltin forthe

MissesSusanKeithofBaltimoreandEleanorB. CongdonofProvi-

dence, whocalleditCedarBrae. Ownersinthesecondhalfofthe

twentiethcenturywereMr. andMrs. WilliamJ. FosterofNewYork.

AtthenortheasterlycornerofAquidneckAvenueandFoster

CoveRoad, whereascottagenowstands, stoodanearlier

cottage, known as The Moorage, owned by the family of Judge Asa

W. TenneyofBrooklyn, NewYork, afounderoftheImprovement

Society(fig. ). Tenney, whohadservedasU.S. Attorneyforthe

EasternDistrictofNewYork, ‒, wasservingasaJudgeof

theU.S. DistrictCourtforthatsameDistrictatthetimeofhisdeath

in. TheMoorage wasdestroyedbyfireabout.

Nextdoortotheeast, EchoLodge, onAquidneckAvenueasit

turnsintoNoankAvenue, wasbuiltin forJamesEmottDoane

(fig. ). In, itbecamethehomeofWilliamH. DoaneofCincin-

nati. Doane was a successful businessman, president of the J.A. Fay

WoodworkingMachineryCo., butisbetterrememberedasacom-

poserofsacredmusic. Heconsideredmusicanavocation, buthe

wrotemorethan two thousand hymns and served as editor of The

Baptist Hymnal. InCincinnatiheservedasSundaySchoolsuperin-

tendentandchoirdirectoratMountAuburnBaptistChurch. Among

Doane’smanyphilanthropicbequestswashisgiftoftheDoane

MemorialMusicBuildingtotheMoodyBibleInstituteofChicago,

inhonorofitsfounder, hiscolleague, theequallyfamousevangelist

DwightLymanMoody. Doanewasalsothedonor, in, ofthe

buildingoftheDoaneAcademyinGranville, Ohio. AftertheAcad-

emyclosedin, thebuildingbecameDenisonUniversity’s

WilliamHowardDoaneLibrary, namedinhonorofDoane’sservice

asatrusteeoftheuniversity from  until his death in . Much

of Doane’s personal collectionofbooksandscoresispreservedinthe

 LookingoverDoane’sPondupAquidneckAvenueto“TheMoor-
age” and“EchoLodge.” “Ridgeleigh” (later“FarLook”)is
inthedistance.

WauwinnetAvenue

GoingupthehillfromBayStreet, ontherightorsoutherlysideof

WauwinnetAvenue, aretwocottageswhichfalloutsidetheEverett

Farm tract and which were built by Joseph C. York, a sea captain

originally from Stonington. The York House, or Wildwood, datesfrom

about andwasformanyyearsaYorkfamilyhome. Tothenorth,

Fairview, builtinthes, wasformanyyearstheresidenceof

Joseph York’s son, Postmaster Winslow Nash York, who was appointed

tothepostin. Hisson, EdmundP. York, succeededhiminthat

officeandalsoservedmanyyearsassecretarytotheWatchHillFire

Department. Mrs. EdmundP. York(AgnesHolbertonYork)served

for fifty-three years as recording secretary of the ImprovementSociety.

BothFairview andWildwood wereownedbyMosesPaynein.

Fairview, renamedMandalay, becamethesummerhomeofthe

RobertJ. BrockmannfamilyofSt. Louisin. Brockmannserved

asmoderatoroftheFireDistrict, ‒.

Nextdoortothenorth, andbackwithintheEveretttract, is

Bouldercrest, built about  for the Rev. William A. Snively of

Louisville, Kentucky. TheRev. Mr. Snively, abrotheroftheRev.

SummerfieldSnivelyofBlythbourne, wasaprominentEpiscopal

ministerwhowasalsoawriterofreligioustracts. Thehousebecame
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EverettAvenue

OntheeastsideofEverettAvenue, southoftheMemorialBuilding

of the Improvement Society, is Inglecote, earlier identified as the

eighteenth-century Foster and the nineteenth-century Vose and

Everett farmhouse(seefig.  ). Living in the house in  was the

Benjamin Franklin Clark family, whose daughter, Susan Emily Clark,

was born there that year. Married in  to Gurdon Byron Hiscox,

she and her husband wouldbecometheparentsofMarionHiscox,

who, marriedtoThomasF. Moore, wouldbecomethemotherof

ThomasF. Moore, Jr., GeorgeC. Moore, andSusanMoore, later

SusanMarkhamand, laterstill, SusanMcShane. TheThomasF.

MoorefamilywouldliveatSunnandene onBluff Avenue.

In, Inglecote becamethehomeoftheJacobS. Burnetfamily.

Inthetwentiethcentury, itbecamethehome, successively, ofMrs.

IversW. AdamsofDorchester, Massachusetts, andMissClaraA.

AdamsofChestnutHill, Massachusetts, and, in, oftheJohnR.

HowellfamilyofSarasota, Florida. In, itwasacquiredbythe

JohnF. O’DonnellfamilyofNewYork.

AtthesouthwesterlycornerofEverettAvenueandWesterly

RoadisRockRidge, whichwasbuiltabout forLyneasNorton,

oneofthethreepartnersintheEverettFarmSyndicate. Itwaslater

thehomeoftheHenryBourneJoyfamilyofGrossePointFarms,

Michigan. ThecottagewassubsequentlyoccupiedbytheJoys’ daugh-

ter, HelenJoyLee, whointheHurricaneof survivedahorrific

tripacrossthebayfromhercottageonNapatree. Overmanyyears,

Mrs. Lee, wholaterlivedinAvondale, madenumerousadventurous

travelsaroundtheworldandreportedtheminhercolumninThe

Sun, “TravelingwithGran’ma,” andinabookofthesamename.162

In, RockRidge becamethehomeoftheGeorgeL. WrennII

family, and, in, oftheJohnJ. Smithfamily.

thehomeoftheHermanMuenchingerfamilyin andremained

inthatfamilyformorethanthirtyyears.

BetweenWauwinnetAvenueandPlimptonRoadisGreycote,

builtabout andformerlyknownastheHuntCottage afteritwas

acquiredbyDr. Ebenezer K. Hunt in . It was enlarged by Dr. Hunt

in, andthepiazzawasextendedalongthreesides. Additional

landwasaddedtothepropertybyan conveyanceofCharles

EveretttoDr. Hunt. ThecottagewasfurthermodifiedbyDudley

Phelpsin. From until, itwasownedbythefamilyof

SarahA. andSamuelR. Scott. In, itbecamethehomeofthe

AlbertC. Ewertfamily.

AcrossWauwinnetAvenue, Stonyhurst wasbuiltabout for

HinesStrobridgeofCincinnati. StrobridgewastheprincipalofStro-

bridge& Company, whichbecameknown, beginninginthes, as

aprinteroffineposters. Whenin RinglingBrotherspurchased

theBarnum& BaileyCircusfromtheestateofJamesE. Bailey,

Strobridge& Companybecamethesoleprintertothenewcircus

conglomerate. Strobridgeprintshavebecomeprizedcollectors’ items,

thecompanybeinggenerallyregardedasoneofthepremier American

printinghousesofitsperiod. Whenthesuccessorcorporation, the

CincinnatiStrobridgeLithographyCompany, wassoldin, the

companymadegiftsofitscollectionofposterstotheCincinnatiArt

Museum, the Cincinnati Historical Society, and the CincinnatiLibrary.

The latter gift, to the Library’s Art & Music Department, comprises

some, postersprintedfromthesthroughthemid-s.161

In, Stonyhurst becamethesummerhomeoftheSamuelRea

family of New York and later of his daughter and son-in-law, Mr. and

Mrs. RalphU. Bercovici(GenevieveReaBercovici), also ofNew York.

BercoviciwaspresidentofNewYorkNavigation. Rentersinthes

andsincludedMrs. Elton Parks ofNew York and Mrs. Walbridge

Taft, alsoofNewYork. EltonParks, Jr., wasmarriedtoJoanB.

Forgan, whohadgrownupatCedarhurst onBrowningRoad. The

cottageremainedinfamilyownershipformorethanseventyyears.

TheDormers, thecottagethattopsthehillaboveAquidneckand

Everett Avenues, was built in  for Miss Mary W. Lippincott,

who ownedthepropertyfrom to. Itwaslateracquiredby

JohnM. Goetchius, apresidentoftheChapel, whogaveittothe

Chapelin. TheChapelinturnsoldittotheReginaldH. Fuller-

tonfamilyin. TheFullertonshadspentthepreviousseveral

seasonsatRidgeleigh. ReginaldH. Fullerton, Jr., servedformany

yearsastreasureroftheMisquamicutClub.
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A. Lemp), ithasbeensubstantiallymodifiedandimprovedover

theyearsbyitsowners, Dr. andMrs. Lemp.

AlsoontherightsideofEverettAvenue, onthehillbelowSea

Shell, areTheDunes andRoad’sEnd. TheDunes wasbuiltabout

forWilliamA. ProcterofProcter& GambleandCincinnati(figs. 

& ). ItlaterbecamethehomeofCharlesAnderson, oneoffour

AndersonbrothersfromCincinnati to settle at Watch Hill: in addition

toCharles, WilliamP. Anderson, JosephL. Anderson, andDavis

CarnealAnderson. TheAndersonfamily arrivedatCincinnatibyway

ofVirginiaandKentucky. TheywerefirstatSt. Peter’sParish, New

KentCounty, Virginia, in, andtheninKentuckyaftertheRevo-

lution. In, LarzAnderson(thefirstofthatname)leftKentucky

forCincinnati, where he marriedMissCatherineLongworth. The

WatchHillAndersonbrothersweresonsofthatmarriage. Theywere

alsofirstcousinsofMajorRobertAnderson, whodefendedFort

SumterinthefirstengagementoftheCivilWar.

LarzAndersonIII, anephewoftheWatchHillAndersonbroth-

ers, whilenothimselfbuildingacottageatWatchHill, becamea

memberoftheMisquamicutClubin. Sonoftheirbrother,

NicholasLongworthAnderson, hehadadistinguisheddiplomatic

career. AfterservingattheU.S. EmbassyinLondon, hebecame

Ambassador to Italy (‒) and then to Japan (‒). Following

hisdeathin, hiswidow, IsabelWeldPerkinsAnderson, presented

JustacrossEverettAvenuestandsStonyPath. TheStonyPath

propertywasacquiredbyFrancesA. Clarke(Mrs. JosiahH. Clarke)

ofWorcester, Massachusetts, in.163 Mrs. Clarkeownedthe

houseuntilherdeathin andleftittoherdaughter, MaryW.

Newell(Mrs. EdwardA. Newell)ofConcord, Massachusetts. Mrs.

Newell’ssister, FrancesA. Kinnicutt, becameasubsequentowner.

In, StonyPath becamethesummerhomeofCol. andMrs.

GeorgeMarionBrownofNewYorkandGreenwich. Brown, a

graduateoftheUnitedStatesMilitaryAcademy, wasthefounder

ofGeneralRoofingManufacturingCompany, predecessorof

CertainTeedCorporation. In, thecottagebecamethehome

ofthefamilyofMarjorieWalkerBliss(Mrs. RichardAmesBliss)

ofNorthampton, Massachusetts, andremainedintheirownership

until. Intheearlytwenty-firstcentury, thecottagewasthor-

oughlyrenovated.

DiagonallyacrossWesterlyRoad, ontherighthandcornerof

EverettAvenue, SeaShell wasbuiltin as a chauffeur’s cottage and

garageforStonyPath. SeaShell standsonthesiteofanearliercottage,

knownbythesamenameandownedbyDr. W. P. Langworthy(fig.

). Thatearliercottagewasrazedin, presumablybyCol. and

Mrs. Brown, whoacquiredthepropertythatyear. In, SeaShell

becamethehomeoftheFrancisB. AhernfamilyofProvidence.

InheritedbytheAherns’ daughter, JoanAhernLemp(Mrs. Michael

 LookingnorthfromtheOcean
HousealongWesterlyRoadabout
, aretheSchoolhouse, thefirst
“SeaShell,” “Seaview” (later“Gitche
Gumee”), and“Wawaloam” (later
“Crosswinds”). Onthefarrightis
“TheDunes,” andnextalong
NianticAvenueare“Edgemere” and
“DelMar.” TheAndersonwindmill
risesaboveAndersonPond.
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Burke, Jr., familyofNewYorkandremainedintheirownershipfor

nearlyfortyyears. Mr. Burke, whohadgrownupsummersatGraydon

onOceanViewHighway, succeededhisfatheraspresidentofthe

NewYorkdepartmentstoreB. Altman& Co. andwasalsopresident

oftheAltmanFoundation. In, GeorgeW. ConnellofHaver-

ford, Pennsylvania, acquiredthecottage. Connellhadgrownupsum-

mersatOverlook, onOceanViewHighway.

OnNianticAvenue, atthecorner ofEverett Avenue, is the cottage

thathasbeenknownsuccessivelyasSeaview, TheDug-Out, and

GitcheGumee (fig. ). Itwasbuiltabout for MissE. Burnap of

Baltimoreand, asindicatedbyitssecondname, wasatonetime

movedfromitsoriginalsitenearerWesterlyRoadforwardtoward

NianticAvenue; theoriginalsitewasthendugoutforthegardenthat

liesbehindthehouse. Formanyyearsthecottagewasownedbythe

CampbellandCheneyfamilies, firstbyMissHarrietS. Campbell

ofProvidenceandthenbyherniece, HelenCampbellCheney(Mrs.

PhilipCheney). TheCheneyfamilywereownersoftheCheney

BrothersSilkMillsinManchester, Connecticut. Inthemid-nine-

teenthcentury, thecompanywasthefirstinthiscountrytomasterthe

art of silk weaving and was at one time the largest company of its

kind intheUnitedStates. In, Mrs. RayB. Westerfieldacquired

thecottage. BeatricePutneyWesterfield, whowasknownas“B.B.” to

severalgenerationsofWatchHillchildren, regaledthemwithstories,

usuallyfromtheclassics, afternoonafterafternoon, onEastBeach.

Shewasafamiliarcharacterabouttown, usuallysportingaY(Yale)

cap, eitheronherbicycleorinheropencar.

NianticAvenue
AcrossNianticAvenuefrom Gitchee Gumee and across Everett Avenue

fromTheDunes liesapropertyassociatedwiththeWilliamP. Ander-

theirhome, AndersonHouse, onMassachusettsAvenueinWashing-

ton, D.C., anditsextensivecollectionofdecorativeandfine artsto the

SocietyoftheCincinnati.164 AtMrs. Anderson’sdeathin, she

lefttheirsixty-fouracreBrookline, Massachusetts, estate(named Weld

afterhergrandfather, WilliamFletcherWeld), anditscollectionof

antiquecarriagesandautomobilestotheTown ofBrookline. The Larz

AndersonCollectionbecamethenation’soldestmotorcarmuseum.

Intheimmediatepre-WorldWarIyears, TheDunes wasowned

bythefamilyoftheRt. Rev. SamuelG. BabcockofBoston. Bishop

BabcockwastheSuffraganBishopoftheEpiscopalDioceseof

EasternMassachusetts. Inthesameperiod, theSuffraganBishop

oftheEpiscopalDioceseofWesternMassachusetts, theRt. Rev.

ThomasF. DaviesofSpringfield, andhisfamilywerelistedina

summersocialdirectoryasbeingresidentnearbyonNianticAvenue

(whetheratSunnymere orBelveduto isnotknown). TheDunes

becamethehomeoftheJohnIrvingRomerfamilyofNewYorkin

 andremainedtheirsuntil. RomerwaspresidentofPrinter’s

InkPublishingCo. In, thecottagebecamethehomeofthe

WilliamJ. GriffinIII familyofGreenwich, Connecticut.

Road’sEnd, knownfirstastheWendellCottage, wasbuiltabout

 forAtwoodC. CollinsofHartford, presidentandchairmanof

theU.S. SecurityTrustCompany(fig. ). Inthepre-WorldWarI

years, itwasoccupiedbythefamilyofLuciusF. RobinsonofHart-

ford.165 Robinson, alawyer, wasapartnerofhisfamily’slawfirm,

Robinson& Cole. Inthes, theNorthamL. Griggsfamilyof

NewYorkandthentheThomasG. AhernfamilyofNorwich, Con-

necticut, occupiedthecottage. In, itwasacquiredbytheJohnS.

 About, AndersonPondandboathouse, with“Edgemere.”
AlongEverettAvenueare“Road’sEnd” and“TheDunes”; behind
themaretheOceanHouseanditslong-vanishedstaff lodgings.
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Myers (Mary Anderson Coombe Myers, who was known as “Susie”).

Stephen Birmingham tells a story about Mrs. Vachel Anderson,

which heattributestohergranddaughter, Mrs. Myers. Attheheight

ofthegreatHurricaneof, Mrs. Anderson, playingbridgeat

thehouseofafriend, lookedatherwatchandremarkedthatitwas

severalminutesafterthetimethatshehadinstructedherchauffeur,

Walter, topickherupandtakeherhome.

Whilethestormragedon, andWalterstillfailedtoappear,

Mrs. Andersonbecameincreasinglyannoyed. Therewas

a dinnerpartytodressfor. WhenWalterfinallyappeared,

soakingwetandclosetohysteria, heexplainedthatnotonly

thecarbuttheentiregaragecontainingithadbeenswept

intothesea.

“Nevertheless, Walter,” Mrs. Andersonsaidcrisply, “you

mustlearntobemorepunctual.”167

 WilliamP. Anderson
asayoungofficer.

 “Edgemere” and“DelMar.”

sonfamily. Edgemere wasbuiltin forMissLauraWigginsof

Cincinnati, whowastheauntofMrs. WilliamP. Anderson(fig. ;

seealsofigs.  & ). WhenMissWigginsdiedin, sheleftthe

housetohersister, Mrs. J. R. Skinner(EmmaLouisaSkinner), alsoof

Cincinnati, whoownedituntilherdeathin. Thepropertythen

passedtoherniece, Mrs. Anderson, thusremaininginthefamily.166

Mr. Andersonhaddiedin, andtheoriginalWilliamP. Anderson

house, DelMar, justtothe east of Edgemere, had burned about

 (fig. ; seealsofigs.  & ). The transfer of Edgemere toMrs.

AndersoncreatedasinglelargeAndersonfamilytract, runningalong

NianticAvenuefromEverettAvenuetotheNianticAvenue entrance

to East Beach and from Niantic Avenue to the ocean.

WilliamP. Anderson, whowasinthecottonseedoilbusiness,

hadfoughtfortheUnionintheCivilWar, servingonthestaffsof

GeneralsTerrill, Burnside, andWright(fig. ). Hewaswoundedat

bothSevenPinesandShiloh. AtWatch Hill, he served as thefirst

presidentofboththeImprovementSociety(‒)andthe

MisquamicutClub(‒)andwasinformallyreferredtoasthe

“MayorofWatchHill.” Hewasregularlytobeseendrivingaboutina

one-horsesurrey. Hishorse, whichwasstabledatLanphear’sStable

onBayStreet, wasnotedfordependabilityandgoodsense, foratthe

endofAnderson’sdrives, onceunhitched, itregularlywalkedunac-

companiedbackdowntoBayStreetanditsstable.

Remaining in the Anderson family, the Edgemere property passed

to Anderson’s son, Vachel W. Anderson, and his granddaughter,

Mary Anderson Coombe (Mrs. Harry James Coombe), and, subse-

quently, to her daughter and son-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Paul D.
 AndersonPond, boathouse, and“DelMar.”
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 NianticAvenue, lookingwestabout, AndersonPondonthe
leftandMickillPondontheright. TheAndersonwindmilldomi-
natestheview.

Justacrossthestreet, onthenortherlysideofNianticAvenue,

standsBelveduto, builtin byGeorgeN. BurdickofWesterly. It

wasoccupiedforanumberofsummersinthelatetwentiethcentury

bytheEdwinL. RussellfamilyofNewYork. Itwassubstantially

renovatedatthebeginningofthetwenty-firstcentury.

SmackupagainstBelveduto standsthelittlecottagecalledthe

Studio orSunnymere (fig. ), butmostoftenreferredtoastheSpite

House, since, asthestorygoes, itwasbuiltabout byMiss

ElizabethAdamsofBaltimoretospitetheBurdicks, whosehouse,

shefelt, hadspitedherbyobstructingthevieweastfromherBalti-

moreCottage (laterCrosswinds)totheocean.

AlbertEinsteinspentthesummerof atSunnymere asthe

guestofhisfriendsDr. GustavBuckyandhiswife, whohadrented

thecottagefortheseason.168 Einsteindistinguishedhimselflocally

thatsummerbynumerousmisadventuresonthewater, particularlyon

hissailsonLittleNarragansettBay, wherehe“wasnotoriousforleav-

inghissailboathighanddryaftereveryouting.”169 JohnB. Severance

offersotherstoriesofEinstein’ssailingexploits, includinganincident

relatedtohimbyDr. JohnD. Tobin, who, fishingonedaywithhis

fatheroff LighthousePoint, noticedasmallsailboatmovinginthe

generaldirectionofBlockIsland(somefourteenmilesoffshore):

Therewasnowindatall, andEinsteinwasridinghelplessly

ontheoutgoingtide. Usuallyhedidnotmindbeingbecalmed

becausehecouldgetouthisnotebookandworkoncalcula-

tionswhilehewaitedforthewindtocomeup. Onthisocca-

sion, hewasgratefultoacceptatow. Anothertime, however,

herefusedhelpwhenthecenterboardofthelittlecatboat

becamestuckfirmlyinasandbaratlowtide. Hewaited

patientlyforhightidetofreetheboat. Therewereotherhaz-

ardousmoments, suchaswhenhefetcheduponsomerocks

off FishersIsland, orwhenhewassaved, inthenickoftime,

fromcrashingtheboatintoaseawall…Theconsensuswas

thatEinsteinwasnotagoodsailor. Hecouldnotnamethe

partsofasailboat, didnotunderstandthemeaningofaids

tonavigation, couldnotplotacoursewithchartandcompass,

didnotbotherwithlifejackets, andcouldnotswim. People

inthevillagelearnedtolookoutforhim.170

LarkinfamilymembersrecallthatinordertosafeguardEinstein,

DanielF. Larkin, Jr., wasenlistedtotryandteachhimtherudiments

PaulMyers, presidentoftheCincinnatiadvertisingfirmRalphH.

JonesCo., wasapresidentoftheChapelandtwicepresidentofthe

MisquamicutClub. TheMyerswerenotablyhospitable, andforsome

twodecadesinthesands, theirLaborDayweekenddinner

danceatEdgemere wasafestivefixture, markingtheendofthesum-

merseason. AfterMrs. Myers’sdeathin, theChapelUndercroft

wasrenovatedanddedicatedtohermemory.

Inthelates, MyerssoldEdgemere andbuiltanewcottage,

PommedeMer, ontheknolltotheeast, abovewhereavegetable

garden and a garage, the latter converted in the s into a guest

cottage known as Potato Patch, had stood. Myers enjoyed telling a

jokeonhimself. Hehadaparticularfondnessforthefineredpotatoes

thatwereavailableatFiore’sMarket. Hedidnotlearnforsome

timethatthesedelicacieswerehis, beingprovidedtoFiore’sbyhis

gardener, andthatwhenhiscookboughtthemthere, hewaspaying

forhisownproduce. Myerscontinuedthefamilytraditionofhospi-

tality at his new cottage. He also regularly opened Pomme de Mer

to a TuesdaymorningsummerBibleclass, ledbytheRev. Hillary

R. Bercovici, whohadgrownupatStonyhurst. Inthes, his

BoxingDaypartiesatPommedeMer becamearegularfeatureofthe

ChristmasholidaysatWatchHill.

Intheyearsbeforethe hurricane, therewasawindmillon

theAndersonPond, justbelowwherePommedeMer waslaterbuilt

(fig. ; seealsofig. ). In the s, there were a boathouse on the

northerly side of the pond andawatertobogganslideinthepond.

AboardwalkranacrossthedunestoEastBeachandasummerhouse.
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ofsailing, buttolittleavail. Ingratitudeforhisefforts, Einstein

treatedyoungLarkintolunch. WhenDan, Jr.’sfatherlearnedof

this, hemadetheyoungmanimmediatelyreimburseEinsteinfor

thelunch, soasnottojeopardizehisamateurstandingasanational

juniorsailingchampion.171

OthertalesaretoldofEinstein’stimehere. Inadditiontohis

sailboat, healsohadarowboatandtooktoanchoringitinthemiddle

ofthebay, sittingthereinquietcontemplation. Perhapsfeelingthat

hisinactivitymightarousecriticalcuriosity, heacquiredafishingrod

asaprop, butwascarefultoleaveitunbaited. When, ononeoccasion,

Einsteinneededtocashacheck, heaskedtobetakentoalocalbank

andwasintroducedtotheWashingtonTrustCompany. Nothaving

anaccount, hewastoldhewouldneedanofficer’ssignature, which

thepresident, ArthurPerry, washappytosupply. WouldMr. Perry

liketoseesomeidentification?, Einstein asked. “Oh, no, Dr. Einstein,”

repliedPerry, “weknowwhoyouare.”172

In, Sunnymere wasacquiredbythefamilyofGeorgeL.

WrennII andsubsequentlybyhissisterandbrother-in-law, Mr. and

Mrs. JosephH. Farnham, andtheirchildren, AlexanderFarnham,

JosephH. Farnham, Jr., andSusanFarnhamFord(Mrs. AchilleF.

Ford). AlexFarnhamwasaprolificlandscapepainterwhosemany

viewsofWatchHillwereprizeditemsatthebiennialImprovement

Societyartshows.

MissAdams’sBaltimoreCottage, builtonWesterlyRoadabout

, waslaterknownsuccessivelyasSevenGables, Wawaloam, and

Crosswinds (fig. ; seealsofig. ). In, thecottagebecamethe

homeoftheMantonMetcalf family of Orange, New Jersey, who

owned it until . Upon Mr. Metcalf ’sdeathin, heleftasub-

stantialbequestandhisoldmasterartcollectiontotheMuseumof

theRhodeIslandSchool of Design. His generosity prompted his two

brothers, StephenO. andJesseH. Metcalf, togivethefundsforthe

constructionofanewmuseumbuilding. Theirgiftwasmadeinhonor

oftheirsister, ElizaGreeneRadeke, whosepersonalattentionhad

largelyshapedthemuseum’scollections.

TheF. KingsburyCurtisrealestatecorporation, TuxedoHouses,

Inc., whichacquiredWawaloam in, ownedituntil, when

itbecamethehomeofMr. andMrs. RobertM. Nelson(Daphne

BrownNelson)ofNewYork, whoseparents, theBrowns, lived

acrossthestreetatStonyPath. Duringthesameperiod, theNelsons’

daughterandson-in-law, Mr. andMrs. JamesS. Richmondof

Savannah, livednextdooratSunnymere. TheBrownsalsoowned

SeaShell. Thefamilyanditsfourgenerations, therefore, hadafour-

cottagecompound.

Inthelatesandthes, theBrittonBrownefamilymade

Wawaloam theirhome. Mrs. BrownewasJoanGardnerBrowne,

whohadgrownupatMoana onLarkinRoad. In, Crosswinds,

asitwasrenamed, becamethesummerhome, forsometwenty-five

years, oftheO. WaringMellickfamilyofGreenwich. Intheearly

twenty-firstcentury, thecottageunderwentmajorrenovation.

FurtherdownEastBeach, atthejunctionofNinigretandNiantic

Avenues, ShermanW. Knevalsbuilt the shingle-style cottagecalled

Intermere in. Knevals, aNewYorklawyer, wasapartnerof

ChesterA. Arthur, latertobecomethestPresidentoftheUnited

States. Knevalswasafounderandthesecondpresident(‒)

oftheMisquamicutClub.

 “Wawaloam” (later“Crosswinds”).

 “Sunnymere.” Totherightis“Belveduto.”
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Kidd’s Way & Aloha Road
Next, eastwardalongthebeach, EastDunes wasbuiltonKidd’s

Wayin‒ forEdwardStandishBradfordofSpringfield,

Massachusetts. BradfordhadretiredfromtheHampdenCotton

MillinSpringfieldin topursueapoliticalcareer. Heservedas

mayorofSpringfieldandtheninboththeMassachusettsHouse

ofRepresentativesandtheSenate. In, thecottagebecamethe

summerhomeoftheGeorgeM. LaughlinIII familyofLigonier,

Pennsylvania. LaughlinwasagrandsonofthefounderoftheJones

andLaughlinSteelCompanyofPittsburgh.

Thebeachbungalowsjusttotheeast, towardManatuckAvenue,

werebuilt, respectively, bytheW. KingWhiteandHunter S. Marston

familiesonthesitesofthecottagesLongshore andAloha, both

destroyedintheHurricaneof.

Westerly Road between Everett & Ninigret Avenues
On Westerly Road, next to Wawaloam (later Crosswinds), are three

cottages—TheWickiup, Wigwam, andTepee — builtforMrs. Clara

H. Stanton(fig. ). The Wickiup was built about . In , the

Later, Intermere wasformanyyearsthesummerhomeofthe

familyofJudgeThomasDayThacherofNewYork. Thacher, alawyer

andpartnerofthefirmhisfatherhadestablished, Simpson, Thacher

andBartlett, servedasajudgebothoftheU.S. DistrictCourtforthe

SouthernDistrictofNewYork(‒)andoftheNewYorkState

CourtofAppeals(‒). HewasalsoSolicitorGeneralofthe

UnitedStates(‒). JudgeThacher’sfirstwifeandthemother

ofhischildrenwasEuniceBoothBurrallThacher. Afterherdeath,

hemarriedEleanorMorrisLloydofPhiladelphia. ThesecondMrs.

Thacher, adaughteroftheEffinghamLloydsofCedarhurst, wasthe

widowofStacyLloyd. SheandMr. LloydweretheparentsofMorris

Lloyd, whomarriedHopeStarrofThePoint.

InheritedbyJudgeThacher’sdaughter, SarahThacherStorm

(Mrs. GeorgeL. Storm)ofNewCanaan, Connecticut, Intermere,

renamedPineBeach, becamethehomeoftheLodewykJ. Jiskoot

familyofGreenwich, Connecticut, in. “Lo” Jiskoothadbeen

bornandeducatedinTheNetherlandsandcamefromaprominent

Dutchfamily. HewasthegrandsonofJ.L. Pierson, thefounderof

theinvestmentbankPierson, Heldring& Pierson. Piersonwasalso

afinancieroftheCanadianPacificRailwayandFinanceMinisterof

TheNetherlands. Jiskoot’smother, AnnaPierson, wasaLadyin

WaitingtoQueenJuliana. Athisdeathin, Jiskootwasexecutive

vicepresidentofThomsonMcKinnonSecurities, Inc. Hehadprevi-

ouslybeenmanagingdirectorofN.V. DeliMaatschappij, holdersof

largeestatesinthethenDutchEastIndies, andchairmanofImperial

Commodities Corporation, New York. During the Second World War,

JiskootconvincedMayorFiorelloLaGuardiatoestablishthefirstfree

portinAmerica, onStatenIsland, allowingresourcesoftheDutch

EastIndies, includingmuchoftheworld’ssupplyofrubber, tobe

broughttoNewYorkforthewareffortandpreventingJapanfrom

havingaccesstothem. Asaresult, andowingtohisservicewiththe

OfficeofStrategicServices(OSS)inEngland, hewasappointedan

advisertotheU.S. StateDepartment, ‒. Jiskoot was introduced

toWatchHillbyAmbassadorArthurGardner, whomhehadknown

inCuba, anditwasatAmbassadorGardner’ssuggestionthathe

boughtPineBeach sight-unseen, overthetelephone.173 TheH. Peter

Dooneyfamily, alsoofGreenwich, acquiredthepropertyin.

The adjacent chauffeur’s cottage and garage of the Thacher house,

onKidd’sWay, wastransformedintoacottagebytheStormfamily,

whocalleditWintermere. In, itbecamethehomeoftheRichard

JudsonGatesfamilyofHartfordandwasrenamedSeaSounds.
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in. Mrs. KelloggwasJaneRitcheyKellogg, whohadgrownupat

Westmoreland onArraquatRoad. TheKelloggsrenamedthecottage

the Rockpile. Afterthefire, DianaKellogg(laterMrs. Neil N. Burger),

thearchitectdaughterofthefamily, designedthenewhouse, which

greatlyresemblestheoriginalone.

OnthenortherlysideofWesterlyRoad, acrossfromtheRockpile

andTepee andoverlookingDoane’sPond, thesmallpondonNoank

Avenue, isTheBungalow. Thecottagewasbuiltin asarental

propertyforMrs. Stanton. Intheearly s, the cottage was occupied

bytheHarryDarlington, Jr., familyofSewickley, Pennsylvania. In

, itbecamethehomeoftheJamesW. McCormickfamilyof

Westerly. TheMcCormicksownedMcCormick’s, thedepartment

storeonBroadStreetincentralWesterly. In, theJamesG. Rear-

donfamilyofWorcester, Massachusetts, acquiredthepropertyand

owneditfornearlyfortyyears. Mr. Reardon, alawyer, wasmoderator

oftheFireDistrict(‒).

Next door is Hillside, built about  by William P. Anderson

for his son, Vachel W. Anderson, who owned it for another thirty

years. AsanindicationofthelivelinessoftheearlyWatchHillreal

estatemarket, itshouldbenotedthattheHillside property, Lot

oftheEverettFarmsubdivision, hadchangedhandsthreetimesin

thefouryearsbetween, whentheSyndicateconveyeditto

WilliamP. Langworthy, and, whenFrederickA. Jordanconveyed

ittoWilliamP. Anderson. In , the cottage was occupied by the

Spencer family of Columbus, Georgia, and Washington, D.C.

Samuel Spencer, born in Columbus, was the first president of the

Southern Railway. His son, Henry BenningSpencer, alsoapresident

       

Frank G. Ahern family acquired the property and owned it until

, when they conveyed it to the Geoffrey L. Moore family.

The Moores owned it for some forty years. In the s and s,

the house was rented and occupied for a number of seasons by the

family (unrelated) of the Hon. John D. J. Moore, who served as

U.S. Ambassador to Ireland, ‒. Ambassador Moore’s daughter,

Anne Moore, M.D., became a professor of clinical medicine at

Weill Cornell and chairman of the Breast Committee at New York‒

Presbyterian Hospital. The cottage was purchased by F. Bradford

Westerfield in . Westerfield had grown up summers with his

family, the Putney Westerfields, around the corner at Meramour. His

grandmother, Beatrice Westerfield, lived two doors away, at Gitche

Gumee. Mrs. Westerfield (Megan Herriott Westerfield) had grown

up at The Cedars on Ninigret Avenue.

Wigwam wasbuiltabout asastableforMrs. Stanton’shorse.

Itwasconvertedintoaresidencein. Inthemid-twentiethcen-

tury, itbelongedtoMissFrancesLallyofBrookline, Massachusetts,

whonameditRosemont. In, itbecamethehomeoftheLouis

Calder, Jr., familyofArmonk, NewYork, whosename in reverse,

Redlac, became the name of the cottage. The Calders laterrenamed

thecottageWigwam.

Tepee, alsoknownforatimeasMontrose, wasbuiltasarental

houseforMrs. Stantonin. Inthesands, thecottage

wasownedbytheRev. andMrs. JamesG. GrahamofWashington,

D.C. The Rev. Mr. Graham was noted for his yearly communications

totenantsinformingthemofimprovementsmadetothecottagesince

thepreviousseason, makingit“evenlovelier.” Someneighborhood

wagscametorefertothecottageitselfasEvenLovelier. Amongthe

tenantsinthisperiodwereMrs. GustavusOber, Jr., andherdaughter

andson-in-law, Mr. andMrs. JohnPierpontMorganII ofOyster

Bay, NewYork. In, thecottagebecamethehomeoftheRobert

C. GordonfamilyofNewCanaan. In, itwasacquiredbythe

familyofDr. andMrs. DonaldR. KellyofGlastonbury, Connecticut.

On the hill across Westerly Road is the Rockpile, a late-twentieth-

centuryreplacementofSpencecliffe, earlierknownasHouse-on-the

Hill, whichburnedin. Allthatremainedwerethehandsome

fieldstonefirst-storywallsandterraces. Theoriginalcottagewasbuilt

in forJacobS. Burnet, apartneroftheEverettFarmSyndicate.

Inthes, itwasownedbyF. KingsburyCurtis. From, for

somethirtyyears, theJohnR. Quinnfamilyownedit, untilitbecame

thehomeofthe Thomas P. Kellogg, Jr., family ofDarien, Connecticut,

 WesterlyRoadcottagesviewedfromthenorth, lefttoright, “The
Wickiup,” “Wigwam,” and“Tepee.”
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NinigretAvenue & Ocean ViewHighway
toOverlookDrive
Earlyon, NinigretAvenuewasreferredtoas“CincinnatiRow.”174 On

theoceanorsoutherlysideoftheavenue, atitsjunctionwithWesterly

Road, isBriar Rock, built in  for Charles Davis Jones ofCincinnati,

anofficeroftheCincinnatiGasandElectricCompanyandtheLittle

MiamiRailroadCo. Beginningin, thecottage was for many years

thehomeofCol. andMrs. JosephG. MillerofSt. Louis, whohad

earlierrentedWildwood onBayStreet. Intheearlys, BriarRock

becamethehomeoftheirdaughter, CarolineMillerGatch(Mrs.

HaywardH. Gatch), also of St. Louis, and her family. Mr. Gatchwas

theownerof Tennant Insurance Co. there. In , the cottage became

thesummerhomeofWilliamR. Battey, Jr., andhisbrother, Michael

S. Battey, who owned it until . TheBatteyswere great-grandsons

of CommodoreWilliamJ. Battey, whofoundedtheYachtClub.

NextdoorandtotheeastofBriarRock isSunnymede, builtfor

FrankJ. JonesofCincinnatiabout.175 Jones, alawyer, servedas

presidentoftheLittleMiamiRailroadCo. andalsoaspresidentof

theCincinnatiEquitableInsuranceCo.

Inthelatenineteenthcenturyandtheearlydecadesofthe

twentieth, Sunnymede wasoccupiedbytheJamesDawsonLayng

familyofSomers, NewYork. Mrs. LaynghadfirstcometoWatch

Hillin.176 TheLayngs’ daughterAgnasmarriedAshbelGreen,

whosefamilylivedaroundthecorneratHillside. TheGreens’ son

JameswasthefirsthusbandofMaryHunterMarston, whohad

grownupatAloha. Agnas’sbrother, JamesD. Layng, Jr., married

Vernona MitchellSpencer, daughterofSamuelSpencerandsisterof

HenryBenningSpencer. Vernona’solderbrother, Vivian Spencer,

married Sara Means. ThejuniorLayngsandtheSpencersbothlived

onAvondaleRoadinAvondale, theLayngsatSunsetHouse and

theSpencersatTheLottery. SaraMeansSpencerwaspresidentof

theImprovementSociety(‒). TheLayngs’ grandson, Timothy

B. Kniffin, latermarriedHatsyMoore, whogrewupatAppleby on

SunsetAvenue.

Beginningin, andforsomethirty-sixyears, Sunnymede was

successivelythehomeoftheJohnBarnesTownsendfamilyofRadnor,

Pennsylvania, andofMrs. Townsend’sniece, Mrs. RichardG. Croft

( JeanBrookeCroft). In, itbecamethehomeofauthorEmily

KimbroughWrenchandSophiaYarnallJacobs, bothofNewYork.177

Duringtheirownershipofthecottageformorethantwentyyears,

theirgoodfriend, theauthorCorneliaOtisSkinner, wasaregular

visitor.178 AnotherfrequentguestwasMadamePandit, sisterofPrime

MinisterJawaharlalNehruofIndia, andherselfAmbassadortothe

UnitedStatesandtotheUnitedNations, wheresheservedasthefirst

womanpresidentoftheGeneralAssembly. ThesingerMarian

Anderson, whoin hadbeenbarred, onaccountofherrace, from

givingaconcertinWashington’sConstitutionHall, wasaweekend

guestatSunnymede in.179 A majorrestorationofthecottagetook

placeinthes.

NextdoortoSunnymede, justoppositeValleyPath, isSeaCrest,

builtin forDavisCarnealAndersonofCincinnati(fig. ).180

ItbecamethehomeoftheAndersons’ daughter, RebeccaAnderson

Perin, andherhusband, NelsonE. PerinofWashington, whohad

grownupthreedoorsdownthestreetatTheCedars. Perinservedas

presidentofboththeMisquamicutClubandtheChapel. According

toSeasideTopics, SeaCrest andSurfside, twodoorstotheeast, were

oftheSouthern, laterlivedatHillside. TheSpencersoccasionally

cametoWesterlyintheirprivaterailroadcar.

TheAndersons’ daughter, MaryAndersonCoombe(Mrs. Harry

J. Coombe), whoacquiredthecottagein, solditin to

AliceB. PainterSloan(Mrs. BurrowsSloan), whohadgrownupat

Graydon onOceanViewHighway. Mrs. Sloaninturnsolditto

theB. EverettJolinefamilyofMontclair, NewJersey, in. The

HvolbeckfamilyofGreenwichacquiredthepropertyin.

AcrossWesterlyRoad, onthesoutherlysidebetweenTepee and

BriarRock, isChenowith, laterTheLedges andMarbella. Thecottage

wasbuiltabout forMrs. StantonbyR. A. Sherman’sSonsCo. of

Westerly. ItbecamethehomeoftheCharlesE. Shermanfamilyin

. In andforsomethirtyyears, thecottagewasthehomeof

theAlbertE. Carlsonfamily.
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theearliestcottagesinthearea. ThePerins’ daughter, AnneWalling-

fordPerin, servedintheOfficeofStrategicServices(OSS)during

WorldWarII. Hersister, CarnealiaPerinBurlingTyler, wasmarried

firsttoEdwardBurling, Jr., apartnerofCovington& Burling, the

Washingtonlawfirmwhichhisfatherhadfounded. Atthebeginning

ofthetwentiethcentury, thecottagewasstillinthefamilyoftheorig-

inalowner, ownedbyMrs. Tyler’sdaughters, AnneBurlingand

LucindaBurlingEmmet, thelattermarriedtoGrenvilleT. Emmet

III, whohadgrownupatWestCottage onWater’sEdgeRoad.

JusttotheeastofSeaCrest isNinigret, whichwasbuiltin‒

 fortheGeorgeA. PopefamilyofBaltimore(figs.  & ). The

PopeshadacquiredthepropertyfromDavisC. Andersonin. In

thesands, occupantsweretheFrankA. Saylesfamilyof

Pawtucket. TheTylorFieldfamilyofCincinnatiacquiredthecottage

fromthePopesin. In, thecottagebecamethehomeofthe

EdwardBreckfamilyofSpringfield, Massachusetts, andremainedin

thefamilyforsomefortyyears. BreckwasthepresidentoftheJohn

H. BreckCompany, manufacturerofBreckShampooandotherhair

careproducts. Inthesands, Breck’sdaughters, Nancy, Judy,

andConnie, andtheirmotherandtwocousinsweretheglamorous

“BreckGirls” inthecompany’sads. AfterbeingsoldbytheBrecksin

thelates, thecottagewassubstantiallyrenovated.

NexttotheeastisSurfside, builtforWalterSnowdenSmithof

Syracuse, NewYork, in (figs.  & ). Atthetime, itwasthe

onlyhousebetweenEastBeachandFoster’sCove.181 Ina map,

acottagecalledSurfside isshownonNianticAvenue, ontheslope just

oppositetheentrywaytoEastBeach. Thelotuponwhichitappears

tohavestood, Lot oftheEverettsubdivision, becameincorporated

inthepropertyofTheCedars. Awellonthesoutherlyportionofthe

propertywasformanyyearstheonlyvisibleindicationthattherehad

beenahouseatthatfirstlocation. Ifthesame, Surfside wasapparently

relocatedsometimeafter to Lot  of the Everett plat, frontingon

NinigretAvenueandrunningtoNianticAvenue.That lot was initially

ownedbyAlbertW. Whelpley, whoboughtitfromtheSyndicatein

 andsoldittoSmithin. In, Surfside becamethehome

oftheJohnB. HollisterfamilyofCincinnati. Hollisterwasapartner

ofSenatorRobertA. Taftinthelawfirmof Taft, Stettinius&

Hollister. HealsoservedasaU.S. RepresentativefromtheFirst

DistrictofOhio, ‒, andasdirectorofthefederalInternational

CooperationAdministration, ‒, anagencyoftheStateDepart-

mentchargedwithprovidinginternationaldevelopmentaid.

TheCedars, theramblingcottagejusttotheeastofSurfside, at

thejunctionofNinigretandNianticAvenues, wasbuiltabout

forDr. JosephAndersonoftheCincinnatifamily(fig. ; seealsofigs.

 & ). ItwaslaterownedbyMr. andMrs. NelsonPerinofBalti-

more, theparentsofNelsonE. Perin. PerinSeniorwaspresidentof

Baltimore’sUnitedRailwaysandElectricCompany. AtWatchHill

heservedasthefirsttreasureroftheMisquamicutClub. In, the

cottagebecamethehomeoftheSamuelP. RotanfamilyofPhiladel-

phia. Mr. RotanservedasU.S. DistrictAttorneyforPhiladelphia,

‒. In, TheCedars wasacquiredbytheSterlingOrrfamily

ofSpringfield, Massachusetts, whoowneditforsomethirtyyears.

Fromtheearlysintotheearlys, itwasthehomeofthe

RichardL. Herriottfamily.

 LookingacrossMickillPondfromNianticAvenueare“Ninigret”
and“Surfside.” Acornerof “TheCedars” isvisibleonthefarright.

 LookingwestalongNinigretAvenueabout, lefttoright,
“TheCedars,” “Surfside,” “Ninigret,” and“SeaCrest.” Onthefar
rightis“TheBoulders” (later“LaMaritima”).
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OnthenorthsideofNinigretAvenue, atthecornerofWesterly

Road, Highland Lodge, later Meramour, was built in  for William

H. HaileofSpringfield; HailewasaLieutenantGovernorofMassa-

chusetts(‒). TheHailesstillownedthepropertyin, when

thegreatwindmillthere(oneofonlytworemainingatWatchHill)

waslevelledbythehurricane. Inthes, thecottagewasthehome

ofthefamilyofJudgeandMrs. JohnFerguson. ItisMrs. Ferguson’s

son, EnsignJamesGordonWoodruff, inwhosememoryhismother

gavethememorialstonebenchatthecorner.182 Inthes, the

PutneyWesterfieldfamilyofGreenwichownedtheproperty. Wester-

field, whowaspublisherofFortune magazine, hadsummeredwith

hisparents, theRayB. Westerfields, atSeaEcho. WhenthePutney

WesterfieldsmovedtoCalifornia, Mrs. Westerfield(AnneMont-

gomeryWesterfield), longactiveinconservationasanofficerand

directoroftheGardenClubofAmerica, becameafoundingdirector

ofthePeninsulaOpenSpaceTrustandplayedaninstrumentalrolein

expansionoftheGoldenGateNationalRecreationArea. Beginning

in andforsomethirtyyears, Meramour wasthehomeofthe

familyofDr. NicholasDaukas, whowasthebrotherofJohnDaukas

atRockRose. Intheearlytwentiethcentury, thecottageunderwenta

majorrenovation

TotheeastisPinecroft, builtin‒ forG. Pierrepont

DavisofHartford. ItwaslaterknownasTick-TockHouse, whenin

 itbecamethehomeoftheAndrewShilandfamilyofNewYork;

Shilandhadhisclockcollectionthere. WhentheWhitneysisters,

ElliotWhitneyWolcottandFlorenceWhitneyClark, acquiredthe

cottagein, theyrenameditMinnebama, anativeIndiannamefor

by-the-water, aftertheirgrandmother’scottageatWesthampton. It

continuesinfamilyownershipthroughMrs. Wolcott’sson, Whitney

George, andhiswife, MeredithMalloryGeorge.

Next, TheFenways wasbuiltin‒ forHerbertN. Fenner

ofProvidence. FennerwaspresidentoftheNewEnglandButt

Company. In, thecottagebecamethehomeofMissKateDavis

Shinkle. TheRobertW. Richinsfamilyacquiredthecottagein.

TotheeastofTheFenways, ValleyPathrunsdownthehillfrom

Ninigret Avenue, past Sunnyridge, to theportionsof fourRidgeRoad

properties — Meadholme, KennethRidge, Ridgecrest, andSunnyledge

Cottage — thatliebeneaththeridge.183 Sunnyridge wasbuiltin

forMrs. G. RichmondParsonsofProvidence. Thecottagewasowned

formanyyearsbythePercyR. Owensfamily. In, itbecame

thehomeoftheDavidV. ShieldsfamilyofNewYork. Mrs. Shields

(MargaretBarneyShields)hadgrownupattheMisquamicutInn

andMisquamicutCottage.

BackonNinigretAvenueandbeyondalate-twentieth-century

cottageistheWayneCottage, builtin forJ. StarkWayneof

Covington, Kentucky, apartofgreaterCincinnati, locatedacrossthe

OhioRiver. WayneCottage wasfornearlyfiftyyears(‒)the

homeoftheGeorgeW. Eustisfamily. In, itwasacquiredbythe

CharlesG. Beavers, Jr., familyofNewYork, whoownedituntil.

Itunderwentamajorrenovationinthelates.

On the northerly side of Ninigret Avenue and, as Ninigret Avenue

turnsintoOceanViewHighway, onitswesterlyside, arethree

cottages, all part of a Snowden family compound in the mid-twentieth

century. TheBoulders wasbuiltin bytheNewYorkfirmof

Tracey& MagonigleforWilliamM. Greene. Itwassubsequently

knownasArcadia whenownedbyDr. EdmundLeroyDowof

NewYork, whowasamoderatoroftheFireDistrict(‒). The

cottagebecamethehomeoftheJamesM. Snowdenfamily, alsoof

NewYork, in, andtheyremainedthereuntiltheymovedtotheir

newcottage, SprayberryHouse, in. TheJamesSnowdenssold

thepropertytotheGeorgeSnowdensandtheyinturnsoldittothe

W. RiceBrewsterfamilyofNewYorkin. In, theBrewsters

soldittotheAlbertParreñofamily, alsoofNewYork, whorenamedit

LaMaritima. Parreño, alawyerandpartner ofCurtis, Mallet-Prevost,

Colt& Mosle, servedasmoderatoroftheFireDistrict (‒).

The Parreño family owned the property until .

NextdoorisThalassa, laterrenamedShadybrook, builtabout

 forMrs. G.W. RussellofHartford. Itwasownedbythefamily

ofDr. EdmundLeRoyDowofNewYorkfrom to. In,

 “TheCedars.”
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thecottagebecamethehometheGeorgeG. Snowden, Jr., family.

Athisdeathin, Snowdenwaspresident-electoftheChapel. The

cottageremainsinfamilyownership.

JustbeyondisRockRose, knownasGreenShutters whenitwas

builtabout forAshbelT. Wall(alsoknownasA. TingleyWall)

ofProvidence. WallwaspresidentoftheA. T. WallCompany, gold

andsilverplaters. Mrs. Wall(MaryBrooksWall)wasadaughter

oftheFrederickBrooksesofOverlook. In, thecottagebecame

thehomeoftheA. WebsterDoughertyfamilyofRosemont, Pennsyl-

vania. Mrs. Dougherty( JaneSnowdenDougherty)wasthesister

ofGeorgeG. Snowden, Jr., andJamesM. Snowdenandhadgrown

upwiththematHolidayHouse. BothSnowdenbrothersandtheir

brother-in-law, Mr. Dougherty, served as presidents of the Misquami-

cutClub.TheJohnB. Daukasfamilyacquiredthecottagein.

JustacrossfromShadybrook andjustbeyondthejunctionof

NinigretAvenueandNianticAvenue, ontheeasterlysideoftheroad,

istheriseknownasTreasureHill, formerlycalledMoneyHill. This

knollisencircledbyKidd’sWay, OceanViewHighway, andAloha

Road. TherestoodthecottageknownasTreasureHill, asteep-roofed,

shingleandclapboardchateau, whichwasbuiltfortheHenryBourne

JoyfamilyofGrossePoint, Michigan, in‒ (fig. ). Joywas

presidentofthePackardMotorCarCompany. Hewasalsopresident

oftheLincolnHighwayAssociation, formedin topromotethe

constructionoftheLincolnHighway, thefirstcoast-to-coasttrans-

continentalautomobileroad. Mrs. Joy(HelenHallNewberry)wasa

sisterofTrumanH. NewberryandJohnS. Newberry, bothmentioned

later. Theirfather, JohnStoughtonNewberry, servedasaU.S.

RepresentativefromtheFirstCongressionalDistrictofMichigan,

‒. ThefamilyisrememberedbygenerationsofYalestudents

inconnectionwiththeirgifttoYaleofthemagnificentNewberry

MemorialOrganinWoolseyHall. Yearslater, WilliamE. Fiske

recalledtheimpressivefleetofPackardcarswhichtheJoysmain-

tainedatTreasureHill inthes:

TheJoys’ fleetofPackardcarswereadelight. Theywereall

neweveryyear, andneverlessthanthreeatatimewerealways

drawnupbeforetheircottage, adifferentsequenceofcars

appearingalmostdaily, anditwasanever-to-be-solvedpuzzle

justhowmanytherewouldbeshouldafullassemblageof

alloccuratonetime. Theywereofparticularinteresttome

because…theywerepaintedasamatchingfleet…ofthedeep-

est maroon with black fenders and had brilliantly polished

headlights, radiators, andradiatorornaments, andwheeldiscs,

allofbrassratherthanofnickel. Whetherthisstationary

parade, asitcouldbecalled, arosefromsomepracticalneces-

sityorfromamistakendesireforostentation, nevercrossed

mymind. Itdidnotmatter. Itwassimplythereasanendless

sourceofinterest.184

In, TreasureHill wassoldbytheJoys’ daughter, HelenJoyLee,

toChristChurch, Westerly, tobeusedasanEpiscopalretreat, known

astheTreasureHillRetreatHouse. Itreturnedtoprivatehands

in, andafteradevastatingfirein, wasreplacedbyanew

structure. Thatbuildinginturnwasmuchalteredintheearlytwenty-

firstcentury. Thepropertywasdividedinthelatetwentiethcentury

andasecondhousebuiltatthebottomofthehill, frontingAloha

Road. Theperimeterwallandasmallstoneandslate-roofedgate-

housealongOceanViewHighwayremainintactfromthes.

LegendhasitthatTreasureHillandKidd’sWayareasiteatwhich

thefamouspirateCaptainKiddmayhaveburiedtreasure. Nonehas

beenfound.

NextontheeasterlysideofOceanViewHighwayisLogCabin,

laterWindswept andlaterLongshoreII, builtin forSamuelH.

Davis, whowasamoderatoroftheFireDistrictandarepresentative

totheRhodeIslandGeneralAssembly. In, Davisreplacedthe

originalLogCabin withwhatSeasideTopics called“Ahandsomenew

up-to-datesummercottage[that]takestheplaceoftheoldantique

littlebungalowonthismostcommandingsite.”185 In, thehouse
 “TreasureHill.”

Reproduction is Prohibited



Reproduction is Prohibited

      

became, andfornearlysixtyyearsremained, thehomeoftheW. King

Whitefamily, includingtheWhites’ sonanddaughter-in-law, Mr.

andMrs. CharlesBradleyWhite. TheyoungerMrs. White(Anne-

StarrHolmesWhite)hadgrownupatTrespasso onLighthouseRoad

andEastCottage onMeadowLane. Newownersattheendofthe

twentiethcenturyrenamedthecottageStellaMaris.

Nexttotheeast, ontherightasManatuckAvenueturnstoward

thebeach, Overlook wasbuiltin. TheFrederickBrooksfamily

ofNewYorkownedthecottagefrom to. Brookswasavice

presidentofBrooksBrothers. Overlook becamethehomeofthe

familyofDr. GeorgeW. ConnellofNewYorkin. In, itwas

acquiredbyinvestmentbankerForrestC. Lattnerandremainedin

thefamilyformorethanthirtyyears. Lattnerwasamanagingpartner

ofLazardFrèresandlater, aschairman, builttheCentralLouisiana

ElectricCompanyintoaprofitableenterpriseandthenfoundedthe

DelrayOilCompanyinsouthTexas. TheForrestC. LattnerFounda-

tion, whichheestablished, hasmademanyimportantgiftstothe

community. From to, Overlook wasthehomeoftheRobert

J. Smithfamily. In, itreturnedtoLattnerfamilyownership

whenMarthaLattnerConnelly(Mrs. WilliamL. Connelly, later

Mrs. KeithWalker)acquiredit.

TwohousesdownonManatuck, BeachMeadows wasbuiltin

 fortheBurnetfamilyofCincinnati. HelenOwsleyHeard(Mrs.

DraytonHeard, Jr.)reportsthatshewasbornin thehousein.

UntiltheWesterlyHospitalcameintooperationin, WatchHill

babiesbornduringthesummermonthswereregularlydeliveredat

home. TheOwsleysownedthecottageuntil. In, itbecame

thehomeoftheMarcyB. SellewfamilyofNewCanaan.

FurtherdownManatuckAvenueandalongEastBeachwere

fiveothercottages. ThefirstoftheseEastBeachcottages, knownas

TheBreakers, wasownedinthelatenineteenthandearlytwentieth

centuriesbytheFrancisB. AllenfamilyofHartford. Allen, in,

wasavicepresidentoftheHartfordSteamBoilerInspectionand

InsuranceCompany. Thecottage, whichwassubsequentlydestroyed

byfire, waslocatedontherightsideofManatuckAvenue, wherethe

scottageknownasEbbTide laterstood. NextwastheMarston

cottage, Aloha, whichtheMarstonfamilyacquiredin. Earlier,

thecottagehadbelongedtotheGeorgeA. DriggsfamilyofWater-

bury, Connecticut. Driggs was president of the Driggs and Smith Co.

andoftheAmericanPinCompany. NextwasLongshore, acottage

oftheThacherfamily, leasedbytheW. KingWhitefamilyin.

Finally, therewereEastDunes, approachedbyKidd’sWay, and

Intermere, laterPineBeach. TheBreakers, EastDunes, andPineBeach

weretheonlyonesremainingafterthe hurricane. Following

thehurricane, asnotedearlier, theMarstonsandWhitesbuiltbeach

bungalowsonthesites, respectively, ofAloha andLongshore. Aloha

Cottage, thebeachbungalowthatreplacedthecottage, wasthesetting

foranelaboratelunchpartygivenannuallybyMr. andMrs. Hunter

S. Marston, Jr., ontheSundayofLaborDayweekend, thesameday

thatMr. andMrs. PaulD. Myersentertainedfordinneranddancing

atEdgemere.

TheEverettplatandearlymapsshowManatuckAvenueas

runningtothebeachandthenturninginawesterlydoglegalongthe

beachtoNianticAvenue. Infact, theactualroadendedatthebeach,

as it does today. But before the  hurricane, there was a path running

justbehindthedunes, betweenthemandalowstonewallthat

enclosedthelawnsofthecottagesfrontingonthebeach(seefig. ).

Thedunesweremuchhigherbefore thanlater, andthelawns

weremoreextensive, astheystretchedtowardthedunes. Utilitypoles

werelocatedalongthedunesandextendedallalongthebeach. After

, theywererepairedandremaineduntiltheywerefinallyremoved

andreroutedafterbeingdamagedagainbyHurricaneCarolin.

ThecottageontheeasterlysideofManatuck, directlyonthe

beach, nowknownasSandcastle, wasformerlycalledRimRock and

laterCardome. Itwasbuiltin‒ bytheCarlF. Sturhahnfamily

of Hartford.186 Interestingly, the Sturhahns’ son, Herbert C. Sturhahn,

knownas“Cobbles,” whoplayedfootballforYaleandwasamember

oftheAll-Americateamof, hadbeeninformallycoachedby

hisWatchHillneighboracrossthestreet, JohnE. OwsleyofBeach

Meadows. Owsley, himselfaYalefootballplayer, Classof, had

continuedtoinvolvehimselfinYalefootballandtohelpbringalong

promisingyoungplayers.

In, torchsingerLibbyHolman, freshfromheracquittalin

the murder trial brought following the shootingdeathof herhusband,

Zachary Smith Reynolds of the tobacco family, spent a summer

at RimRock withthecouple’sinfantsonandanentourage, which

includedbodyguards. ThePercivalO. deSt. Aubinfamilyacquired

thepropertyin, andin, itwasleftunderthewillofMarion

deSt. AubintotheRomanCatholicDioceseofProvidence. For

somesixtyyearsitwasthesummerretreatoftheBishopofProvi-

dence, butin theDiocesesoldtheproperty, anditreturnedto

privateownership.
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FosterCove, Arraquat, Wapan, Nepun, Sequan,
&PoponRoads

Cloverly, ontheeasterlysideofMisquamicutRoad(laterFosterCove

Road), wasbuiltin byProcterandAndersonasaspeculative

cottage. ItbecamethehomeoftheFrankLawsonfamilyandlaterof

theirdaughter, LucileLawson, andherhusband, JamesA. Atwood,

Jr. TheLawsonandAtwoodfamiliesownedituntil, whenMrs.

HarryParsonsCross(LucileLawsonAtwoodCross)conveyedthe

propertytotheJ. TrowbridgeCottrellfamily, whointurnsolditto

Mr. andMrs. RudolfDeWardenerin. In, Cloverly became

thehomeofthePaulD. Griffinfamily. In, JudithE. Lentz

(Mrs. WalterJ. Lentz, formerlyMrs. Griffin)soldthecottagetoMrs.

DaneAndersonNichols, whomademajorrestorations. Mrs. Nichols

wasthenieceofGeorgeR. NicholsIII andhadgrownupsummers

visitinghergrandmother, Mrs. GeorgeR. Nichols, Jr., attheoriginal

Sunnycroft onNepunRoad.

Edgewater, laterGulnare, wasbuiltforC. PeytonRussellof

Washington, D.C., in. In, thecottagebecamethehome

oftheJohnH. HeminwayfamilyofNewYork. Heminwaywasa

memberoftheNewYorkStockExchange. Mrs. Heminway( Jane

JohnsonHeminway)camefromSt. Louis, whereshehadbeena

QueenoftheVeiledProphetBall. ShewasanieceofMrs. Bradford

Shinkle, Jr., ofMeadowcrest andofMrs. J. RussellForganofCedar-

crest. GuestsatGulnare overtheyearsincludedClarkGableand

DavidNiven. Mrs. Heminwaywasaloverofwildlife, andshetook

the initiative of having the Misquamicut Club designate its Maschaug

Pondpropertyawildliferefuge.

DuneHame, laterFin-Lea andStillWaters, wasbuiltin

fortheSamuelG. DunhamfamilyofHartford. Mr. Dunhamwas

presidentoftheHartfordElectricLightCompany. Hisdaughter,

EthelCollinsDunham, becameaninternationallynotedpediatric

physician. AftergraduatingfromJohnsHopkinsUniversitySchool

ofMedicine, shebecamethefirstwomanhouseofficeratNew

HavenHospitaland, in, joinedthefacultyoftheYaleSchool

ofMedicine. Specializinginneonatalcare, shebecamechiefof

childdevelopmentattheChildren’sBureau, anationalagency

devoted to improving the health and welfare of American children.

TheAmericanPediatricSocietyawardedheritshighesthonor, the

JohnHowlandMedal, in.

Inthes, DuneHame, renamedFin-Lea, becamethehome

oftheEdwardL. FinnfamilyofNorthampton, Massachusetts. In

, theJosephV. SchillingfamilyofScarsdale, NewYork, acquired

thepropertyand, callingthecottageDuneHame again, owneditfor

nearlythirtyyears. Mrs. Schilling(MargaretSnowSchilling)was

anotedportraitpainterwhopaintedmanyWatchHillites, especially

children, duringheryearshere. Shewasalsotheguidingspiritand

leaderofapaintingclassthatmetregularlyduringthesummersin

theChapelUndercroft. In, theSchillingssoldthecottageto

theThomasD. LipsfamilyofSouthGlastonbury, Connecticut, who

renameditStillWaters.

TheSchillingscontinuedtosummeratWatchHillinanapart-

mentinBayBreeze, theformerBurdickBuildingonBayStreet

ownedbytheirdaughterandson-in-law, LindaSchillingMartine

andLayngMartine. In, theyearofMrs. Schilling’sdeath, her

WatchHillstudentsandfriendsformedtheMargeSchillingGuild

toperpetuateherlegacyinthecommunity. InAugustofthatsame

year, theGuildandtheImprovementSocietyheldaretrospective

exhibitionofherworkatWatchHill, entitledMomentsinTime.

NextdoortoStillWaters isWestwater, builtbytheMcLanahan

familyofNewYork. ThefamilyhadfirstcometoWatchHillin,

whenMrs. JamesXavierMcLanahan(AnneMcBrideMcLanahan)

andherson, GeorgeWilliamMcLanahan, arrivedtostayatoneof

thehotels. Mrs. McLanahanwasthewidowofCongressmanJames

  

Asecondmajorphaseofdevelopmentbeganin, whenCincin-

natipartnersWilliamA. ProcterandWilliamP. Andersonbought

theformerPotterFarmandextendedthedevelopedportionof

WatchHillnortherlyfromtheEveretttract, justnorthofAquidneck

Avenue, totheriverandPotter’sCove, andeasterlytoWatchHill

Road. ThiswastheWatchHillFarmsubdivision.
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McLanahan, who had served as U.S. Representative for the Sixteenth

CongressionalDistrictofPennsylvania(‒). Mrs. McLanahan’s

father, JamesMcBride, hadbeenasuccessfulfurtrader, shipowner,

andlinenmerchantinNewYork. ThefirstMcLanahancottageat

Watch Hill was To Windward, located above Ocean View Highway

onOverlook Drive, formerly Pautipaug Way.

Westwater was built in  by the second McLanahan generation

forthethird. Mr. andMrs. GeorgeWilliamMcLanahan(Helen

Day McLanahan) of New York built the cottage as a wedding

present for their only son, George Xavier McLanahan, and his wife,

Caroline DuerMcLanahan. The cottagemapshowstheyounger

McLanahanslivingthatseasonatMoorcroft, theMaxsoncottageon

SunsetAvenue. EarlyphotographsofWestwater showagrasstennis

courtandroquecourtonthegrounds. Roqueisaformofcroquet

playedonahardsurface, withsurroundingwallsoff whichtheball

is bounced.

Westwater remainedintheMcLanahanfamilyuntil, when

itbecamethehomeoftheGustavusF. Swift, Jr., familyofChicago.

SwiftwasthesonofGustavusFranklinSwift, thefounderofSwift

& Company, theworld’slargestmeat-packingcompany, andthe

inventoroftherefrigeratedrailwaycar. Hefollowedhisfatherand

hisbrother, LouisF. Swift, aspresidentofthecompany, ‒.

TheSwiftsaddedalargewingtothenortherlyendofthehouse, the

groundfloorofwhichwasaballroomandtheupperflooramaster

bedroomsuite. ThecottagebecamethehomeoftheNelsonC. White

familyofLakeForest, Illinois, in.

Nextdoor, atthesouthwesterlycornerofFosterCoveandArra-

quat Roads, is Everbreeze, built in  for Mrs. George X. McLanahan

onthecorneroftheWestwater property. Thecottagewasoccupied

fromthetimeitwasbuiltuntilwellintothesbyDr. Raynham

Townshend, aNewHavenphysician, andhisfamily. Itlaterbecame

thehomeoftheMcLanahans’ daughter, LouiseMcLanahanNoble

(Mrs. LawrenceM. Noble). InaletterwrittenbyMrs. ElleryHusted

(HelenMcLanahanHusted)tohersister, Mrs. Noble, shortlyafter

theHurricaneof, shereportedthatthewaterhadrisentothe

secondstoryofthehouse.187

Mrs. Nobleherself, in handwrittenreminiscencesofevents

nearly seventy years earlier, recalled going as a child on excursions

with the gardener from Westwater, where she lived, in search of boards

from “old abandoned houses” in the north and west of Westerly.

These, she reported, went into the construction of Everbreeze, which

herfamilywasthenbuilding.188 In, thecottagebecamethe

homeoftheWalterE. ManuellifamilyofWilton, Connecticut.

Passingtoagrand-nephew, GeorgeV. SmithIII, whohadgrown

upatEdgecliff onLarkinRoad, andwhoaddedawing, thecottage

remainedinthatfamilyuntil.

AttheendofArraquatRoad, onwhatisknownasCurtisPoint,

aretwocottagesbuiltabout. Thefirst, calledWestmoreland, was

builtbyGeorgeW. McLanahan, whohadconcludedthathewanted

asitebythebayanddecidedtomovetherefromToWindward.

Westmoreland wasconstructedwithstuccointheMissionstyle, on

landwhichMcLanahanhadpurchasedfromhislawyerandson-in-

law, F. KingsburyCurtisofNewYork. Theother, calledShortlands,

wasbuiltbyCurtisandhiswife, CorneliaMcLanahanCurtis.

Westmoreland, whichlooksacrossthebaytoStonington, owes

itsnametoeventsinthehistoryofMrs. McLanahan’sfamily. Mrs.

McLanahanwasHelenDayMcLanahan. Thestoryinvolvesher

great-grandfather, JamesDeane, whowasbornin inGroton. At

theageofeleven, heaccompaniedhismissionaryuncletotheOneida

IndianvillageOquaga, ontheSusquehannaRiver, andtherewas

adoptedbythetribe. Afterhehadlivedwiththemfortenyears, the

tribegavehimsometwosquaremilesofOneidalandinwhatlater

becametheNewYorktownofWestmoreland. Hewasagraduateof

thefirstclassatDartmouthCollegeandlaterservedasanIndian

agentandamajorintheContinentalArmyduringtheRevolution.189

ThereafterhesettledinWestmorelandandbecameajudgeofthe

courtofcommonpleas. Hisstoryistoldinaprivatelyprintedbook

entitledJamesDeane, writtenbyHelenDayMcLanahanandher

granddaughter, HelenDayMcLanahanHusted.190

Westmoreland laterbecamethehomeof the George W. McLana-

hans’ granddaughter — thedaughteroftheF. KingsburyCurtises —

CorneliaCurtisLombardandherhusband, LaurenceM. Lombard

ofNeedham, Massachusetts. Laterstill, in, thecottagebecame

thehomeoftheJamesV. RitcheyfamilyofSarasota, Florida, who

owneditforthirtyyears.

ThesecondofthesecottagesonCurtisPointwas Shortlands,

whichlooksacrosstheharbortotheBeachClubandNapatree(fig.

). Shingled, with a central core and flanking wings, it was built, as

noted earlier, by the F. Kingsbury Curtises. Curtis, a leading corpo-

rate lawyerandpartnerofthefirmofCurtis, Mallet-Prevost, Colt&

Mosle, withwhichhisfamilyhadbeenassociatedsinceitsfounding

in, wasalsotheprincipalofarealestatedevelopmentcorpora-
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tionknownasTuxedoHouses, Inc. TuxedoHousesbuiltandowned

propertiesinthevariouscommunitiesinwhichCurtismaintained

homes: inaddition to Watch Hill, Tuxedo Park, New York City, and

Venice, Florida. At the time he built the cottage, Curtis filled in the

marsh betweenitandWestmoreland andbuiltatenniscourt, about

whichmore will be said later. Shortlands remains in the family of the

original owner. TenantsovermanyyearshavebeentheEdwardW.

FranklinfamilyofNewYork.

OnthesoutherlysideofArraquatRoad, justwestofEverbreeze,

isNorthCove, probablybuiltbyF. KingsburyCurtisandTuxedo

Houses, Inc. TheNationalRegister datesitabout. Earlyoccu-

pantsweretheFrederickJ. Kingsbury, Jr., familyofNewHaven. In

, TuxedoHousesconveyedthepropertytothePierpontDavis

familyofScarborough, NewYork, wholivedtherefornearlythirty

years. In, theDavisessoldittotheThomasH. Eddyfamily

ofPittsburgh, whoremainedthereuntil, whentheysolditto

thePeterB. GriffinfamilyofGreenwich.

OnthenorthwesterlycornerofFosterCoveandArraquatRoads,

Bayswater wasdesignedandbuiltin asafamilyguesthouseby

FrankG. Ahern, wholivedacrossthestreetatRidgeleigh. Itbecame

thehomeofAhern’sson, ThomasG. Ahern, andhisfamilylaterin

thes.

On Foster Cove Road, between Nepun Road on the east and across

from Wapan Road on the west, is the cottage known as Toad Hill,

the home since  of the Daniel P. Nugent family of Morristown,

New Jersey.The house was built in the s, but incorporated in

it is an earlier structure, a portion of the historic eighteenth-century

Samuel Buckingham house, which once stood in Old Saybrook,

Connecticut.The house and the Buckingham family are associated

with the founding in  of the Collegiate School, later named Yale,

and with Yale’s first library.

In, theStateofConnecticutcondemnedthepropertyon

whichtheBuckinghamhousestoodfortheconstructionofaclover-

leafleadingtoRoute andtheBaldwinBridgeovertheConnecticut

River. Themainportionofthehouse, datingfrom, andakitchen

ell, datingfrom, weregiventotheMysticSeaport. Afterbeing

transportedtherebybarge, thehousewasreassembledaspartofthe

SeaportVillage. Asecondell, attachedtothekitchenwinginthe

nineteenthcentury, wasacquiredbyEdwardP. SchellofGreenwich,

Connecticut, andtransportedtothelotthathehadboughtonFoster

CoveRoadin. Whenhebuilthishousethere, heincorporated

theearlierstructureinthenewbuilding. Thissurprisingfactwas

confirmedbyhistoricalresearchandthediscoveryofoldtimbers

withinthemodernhouse.191

In, SchellsoldToadHill, thenknownasQuailRun, toMrs.

Harry Parsons Cross, and she in turn conveyed it to her daughter, Sally

AtwoodSmithDryden, andherthenhusband, FranklinJ. Wilkes,

in. ItistheywhosoldthepropertytotheNugentsin.

OnWapanRoadarethreeothercottages —Stoneleigh, Wildacre,

andMeadowcrest — builtbyF. KingsburyCurtisandhisTuxedo

Houses, Inc. Stoneleigh, ontheleftorsoutherlysideofWapanRoad,

wasbuiltin. In, itbecamethehomeoftheAllenT. West

familyofSt. Louis. TheWests’ daughter, Rebekah, wouldbecome

Mrs. WilliamHaleHarknessandliveatHolidayHouse. Thecottage

wasacquiredbytheWarrenW. Woodworthfamilyin and

remainedinthefamilyalmostthirtyyears. In, itbecamethe

homeoftheJacksonJ. ShinklefamilyofSt. Louis. Shinklehadgrown

upacrossthestreetatMeadowcrest.

Wildacre, alsoontheleft, wasbuiltin. In, thecottage

becamethehomeoftheAlanJ. HruskafamilyofNewYork.

Meadowcrest, acrosstheroad, wasalsobuiltin. In, it

becamethehomeoftheBradfordShinkle, Jr., familyofSt. Louis.

Shinkle, whohadgrownupwithhisolderhalf-brother, A. Clifford

Shinkle, atJusthome onBluff Avenue, wasafounderoftheJohnson,

Stephens& ShinkleShoeCompany. In, Mrs. Shinkle(Florence

JohnsonShinkle)hadbeenQueenofSt. Louis’sVeiledProphetBall.

Shehadayoungersister, AdaJohnson, whowouldbecomeMrs. J.

RussellForganandliveatCedarcrest onBrowningRoad. Theirniece,

JaneJohnson, herselflateraQueenoftheVeiledProphet, would

 “Shortlands” andtenniscourtabout. Seealsofig. .
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becomeMrs. JohnH. HeminwayandliveatGulnare. TheShinkles

remainedatMeadowcrest until, whenitbecamethehomeofthe

ThomasW. SmithfamilyofGreenwich, Connecticut.

AttheendofWapanRoad, Shoreby, commandingRhodesPoint

andviewsacrossthePawcatuckRiverandLittleNarragansettBay,

wasbuiltin intheEnglishmanorhousestyleforFrankTurnbull

ofGlenRidge, NewJersey. Turnbull, whohadcomefromScotland,

wherehehadknownRobertLouisStevenson, namedthecottage

afteravillageinStevenson’snovelTheBlackArrow. Hebecamethe

presidentoftheRogersPeetCompanyinNewYork. Descending

totheTurnbulls’ daughter, JeanTurnbullCrawford(Mrs. DouglasJ.

Crawford)ofMontclair, NewJersey, and, inturn, totheCrawfords’

son, FrankT. Crawford, itremainedinthefamilyoftheoriginal

ownerintothetwenty-firstcentury. Mrs. FrankT. Crawford — later,

afterFrankCrawford’sdeath, Mrs. RobertM. Driscoll(Elizabeth

CampCrawfordDriscoll) — hadgrownuparoundthecornerat

Watersedge. Mrs. Driscoll, thenMrs. Crawford, waspresidentofthe

ImprovementSocietyin whentheCoastGuarddecidedto

disestablishtheLighthouse. Sheformedthecommitteethatdevel-

opedintothefirstBoardofDirectorsoftheWatchHillLighthouse

KeepersAssociation, thusassuringlocalcontrolofthatlandmark.

Driscoll’sfirst, latewifehadbeenMargaretMoore, whoasafour-

year-olddaughteroftheGeoffreyMooreshad, withherfamily,

survivedcrossingthebayfromNapatreeintheHurricaneof.

DriscollandMargaretDriscollwerepublishersofTidings magazine,

whichfeaturedarticlesoflocalinterestalongtheshorelineofsouth-

westernRhodeIslandandsoutheasternConnecticut, from

untilMrs. Driscoll’sdeathin. Driscoll, whoalsoservedas

editor, continuedtopublishthemagazineforanotherfouryears.

MovingeasterlyonFosterCoveRoadandbackingonPotter’s

CovearethecottagesknownasWaveland, builtin, and

Watersedge, builtin.

Waveland wasbuiltforMrs. CarltonBetts(RuthTealBetts)of

NewYork, whocalleditWaystones. SeasideTopics, inJune, com-

mentedon“astrikingfeature” ofthenewcottage, its“vermillionhued

windowblinds.”192 ThebuilderwasW. C. HiscoxofWesterly. Mrs.

BettssoldthecottagetotheWalterR. Herrickfamily, alsoofNew

York, in. ThefamilyincludedMrs. Herrick’schildrenbyaprior

marriage: ElizabethKnapp, HarryKearsargeKnapp, andTheodosia

(“Thora”)BurrKnapp. ElizabethKnappbecameMrs. FrederickH.

Lassiter, andThoraKnappbecameMrs. DuerMcLanahan. From

 to, thecottagebelongedtotheRussellA. Lenihanfamily.

In, itbecamethehomeoftheWalbridgeS. TaftfamilyofNew

York. Taft, anephewofPresidentWilliamHowardTaft, wasapart-

neroftheNewYorklawfirmofCadwalader, Wickersham& Taft. He

wasafirstcousinofSenatorRobertA. Taft, whoservedasSenator

fromOhio(‒)andwhowasfourtimesacandidatefor

RepublicannominationforPresident(‒). TheTaftsrenamed

thecottageWaveland, anditremainedinthefamilyforfortyyears.

AglimpseintogenteelneighborlyrelationsatWatchHillis

affordedbythestoryofasmallincidentthatoccurredatWaveland in

. WhenMrs. Taftbuiltagarageattheentrancetoherdriveway,

andherneighboracrossthestreet, Mrs. Cross, mentionedthatshe

wassorrytoloseherviewoftheriver, Mrs. Taftarrangedtohavea

six-paneledmuralpaintedoftheviewthathadbeenlost. Later, after

adaughteroftheTafts, ElizabethTaft, marriedGeraldJ. Johnson,

Johnson’s son by an earlier marriage, the artist David Collins Johnson,

refurbishedthepanelsandstilllaterrecreatedthemforMrs. Taft.

DavidCollinslatermarriedAnnSnowden, whohadgrownupat

Shadybrook onNinigretAvenue.

Next door to Waveland, Watersedge was built by the John

McKesson Camp family of New York. It later became the home of the

Camps’ son, Gregory Nott Camp, and his wife, Edith S. Campbell

Camp. Gregory Camp was for a time connected with a family com-

pany, St. Joseph Lead Company, later St. Joe Minerals Corporation,

which his brother-in-law, Andrew Fletcher, served as president. After

retiring early from an insurance business, about , Camp led an

active life at Watch Hill, serving as Commodore of the Yacht Club

and as a member of the Westerly Town Council. Edith Camp was

a journalist who wrote for such magazines as Cosmopolitan and Good

Housekeeping. She was also a talented and prolific amateur painter.

The Camps’ son, John McKesson Camp II, a noted archaeologist and

the director of the American School of Classical Studies in Athens,

inherited the cottage. It remained in the family until .

Just to the east are the cottages (originally thelaundryand servants’

quarters)oftheformerMisquamicutInnandtheinnbuildingitself,

whichhasbeenidentifiedearlierastheoriginaleighteenth-century

Potterfarmhouse(seefig. ). AfteritbecametheWatchHillFarm

Houseinn, underWilliamP. AndersonandWilliamA. Procter, it

was operated by J. Herbert Segar of Westerly. Acquired by the Barney

family in  and called the Misquamicut Inn, it was presided over

by the Misses Margaret and Annie Barney for more then twenty
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years. Their brother Ned looked after the grounds, chopped wood,

laid fires, put in screens, painted the house, and performed every

imaginable chore.

Theatmosphereoftheinnwasmarkedlydifferentfromthatof

thegreathotels. Guestswereprimarilyresidentforthefullsummer

andmaintainedtheirsamequartersyearafteryear, oftenvyingto

succeedtothechoicerquartersofmoreseniorguests. Acharming

pictureoflifeattheinninthetwentiesisprovidedbyWilliamE.

FiskeinACuriousChildhood.193 Hewritesoflifeinthecolonyand

oftheelaboratepreparations, attheirhomeinMorristown, New

Jersey, ofhisfamily, hisgrandmother, Mrs. W. PalmerLetchford,

andhismother, fortheirannualsummerstaythere, togetherwith

hisnurse, Mrs. Letchford’spersonalmaidandcompanion, andher

chauffeur. UndertheownershipoftheBarneyfamily, theinnwas

openbothbeforeandaftertheseasonandwasawelcomingrefugefor

cottagerswhowishedtovisitWatchHillatthosetimes. Afterthe

MissesBarneyretired, theirnephew, HaroldB. Barney, andhisfamily

continuedtooperatetheinnuntilin, whenitbecamethecottage

oftheJohnJ. andTinaI. Barneyfamily.

Justoff FosterCoveRoad, ontherightorsoutherlyside, are

PoponRoadandSowanniu — laterChuckleHill, GreysideNorth, and

HighWicket — builtin forAlansonTraskEnos, aNewYork

manufacturerwhowaspresidentofGeneralFixtureCo., adivision

ofGeneralElectric. HewasadirectdescendantofJohnEnos, one

ofthefirstsettlersandincorporatorsoftheTownofWesterly.194

The Ridley Watts family of Morristown, New Jersey, spent

summersatSowanniu intheseconddecadeofthetwentiethcentury.

TheylatermovedtoacottageonNapatreeknownasBlueShutters.

WattswasprincipalofRidleyWatts& Co., acottongoodsfirm.

HealsoservedaschairmanoftheAssociationofCottonTextile

Merchants. Hewasthefirstchairmanofthe“Crusaders, anorganiza-

tionformedin to‘preserve, protectanddefend’ theConstitution

oftheUnitedStatesandtoarousethepeopletoamorealertand

activeinterestinthenation’saffairs.”195 Afterhisdeathinearly,

hisfamilygavethedrinkingfountainintheVillagepark, withits

sculptureTheDreamer, asamemorialtohim.

In, thecottagebecamethehomeofthePhillipsR. Turnbull

family, whocalledthecottageChuckleHill. Turnbullhadgrownup

withhissister, JeanTurnbullCrawford, atShoreby. In, itbecame

thehomeoftheClaudeDouthitfamily, whorenameditGreyside

North. DouthithadgrownupatBayberryRidge, whichstandson

thehillontherightsideofWatchHillRoad, thefirstcottagein

theWatchHillFireDistrictasoneapproachesfromWesterly.196 In

, theScottHamiltonSmithfamilyofWashington, Connecticut,

acquiredGreysideNorth, andonceagainthecottagewasgivena

newname, HighWicket. Thesmallcottagebelowthehillonwhich

thecottagestands, acrossFosterCoveRoadfromWatersedge, was

formerlythegarageandchauffeur’scottageforGreysideNorth. Called

Mini-House, itwasretainedbytheDouthitfamilyandbecamethe

homeofthePhilipSimmonsDouthitfamilyofGreenwich.

MisquamicutCottage, onthecornerofFosterCoveRoadand

PoponRoad, wasbuiltabout. Itwasformanyyearsthehome

oftheBarneyfamilyuntil, whenitwasacquiredbytheGeorge

C. Moore, Jr., family. MoorehadgrownupatCoveCottage on

PawcatuckAvenue.

Nearby, onthesoutherlysideofNepunRoad, areSunnycroft,

TheKnoll, andRidgeleigh(fig. ). AnewSunnycroft wasbuiltin

byGeorgeR. NicholsIII onthesiteofanearliercottage, alsoknown

asSunnycroft, whichhadbeenbuiltbyProcterandAndersonabout

. TheoriginalcottagehadbeenintheNicholsfamilysince

Nichols’smother, Mrs. GeorgeR. Nichols, Jr. (MargaretBillings

Nichols)ofChicago, hadboughtitin. Herhusband, aCornell-

educatedengineer, hadsurvivedserviceinWorldWarIonlytodie

ofsepticemiafromatennisblisterin, whileMrs. Nicholswas

pregnantwiththeirsecondson, George. Afterherhusband’sdeath,

Mrs. NicholsmovedfromLakeForesttoChicagoandbroughtup

hertwosons, FrankBillingsNicholsandyoungGeorge, inthehome

ofherfather, Dr. FrankBillings.197

Mrs. NicholssummeredatSunnycroft from untilherdeath

in. Therehersonsgrewupsummers. HeryoungersonGeorge,

whowasknownas“Tank,” isrecalledbyhiscontemporariesasoneof

theorganizers, togetherwithWalter“”Wally” R. Herrick, Jr., ofsum-

mermusicalproductionsinthesands. Theseinvolvedmany

oftheyoungofthecommunityandculminatedinanend-of-season

productionattheMisquamicutClub. Thecompanycalledthemselves

“TheYearlings.” Their productionwas“Again, ThePeople”

andfeaturedtwonumberswithlocalflavor, onetitled“Misquamicut

Night’sDream” andtheother, “Lo, thePoorIndian.” Inoneofthe

musicals,Tank’s older brother Frank, known as “Nick,” ′″ and dressed

asababy, burstoutofanegg. Oneveteranoftheseshowsrecalled,

sixty-fiveyearslater, thattheyweregreatfunanddidalot“tokeepus

outoftrouble.” AtYale, TankchairedtheYaleDramaticAssociation.
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AfterTankinheritedhismother’scottage, herazeditand, in

, builtasmallercottageasayear-roundweekendandsummer

home. ThesecondSunnycroft remainedintheNicholsfamilyuntil

, whenMrs. DaneAndersonNichols, whohadinheriteditfrom

herunclein, soldittotheJamesW. Stollenwerckfamily. Dane

Nicholsrememberedthenewcottageasa“gem” ofdesignperfection.

TheStollenwercksrenameditWinterWatch. Fiveyearslater, Mrs.

NicholsdecidedtoreturntoWatchHillandboughtCloverly nearby.

TheKnoll, originallynamedTheFolly, wasbuiltabout for

GenevieveG. Hoadly(Mrs. GeorgeHoadly, Jr.)ofCincinnatiand

LauraH. Scarborough(Mrs. TheodoreI. Scarborough)ofNewYork.

TheNationalRegister tellsthestorythatthesetwowomenbought

thepropertyin andcommencedthebuildingwithoutthe

knowledgeorsupportoftheirhusbands, butthattheyunfortunately

ranoutoffundsandhadtoturntotheirhusbandstofinancecomple-

tionoftheproject. Hencethename, TheFolly. Thecottagebecame

thepropertyoftheWilliamS. InnisfamilyofProvidencein. In

, it became the home first of Mrs. Alfred M. Roberts of Baltimore

andthenofherson, NavyCommanderAlfredM. Roberts, Jr. Com-

manderRoberts, whohadgraduatedfromtheUnitedStatesMilitary

AcademyatWestPoint, servedwiththeNavyinWorldWarII as

SeniorFleetAviator, CentralPacificCruisers. ShotdownoverWake

Islandin, hewasawardedtheSilverStarandthePurpleHeart.

TheAlfredM. Roberts, Jr., CharitableFoundationisasignificant

benefactoroflocalcharities.

 LookingwestfromSunshineHill, with
SunshineParkontheleft. Ontheright,
overlookingSequanRoad, are, righttoleft,

thefirst“Sunnycroft,” “TheFolly” (later
“TheKnoll”), and“Ridgeleigh” (later“Far
Look”). “DuneHame” isvisibleonthefar
left, andinthecenterdistance, “Westwater.”

NextdoorstandsRidgeleigh, awhitestuccocottagebuilton

propertywhichGeorgeW. HamiltonofCincinnatiandCovington,

Kentucky, acquiredfromJuliaW. AndersonandWilliamA. Procter

in . The National Register lists the date of Ridgeleigh as ‒.

ItsbuilderwastheBostonfirmofChapman& Frazer, whichbuilt

Meadholme, also a stucco cottage, on Ridge Road. The Hamilton

familyremainedatthecottageuntil, whenKatherineHamilton

BanningconveyedittoMaryFrancesAhern(Mrs. FrankG. Ahern).

Mr. AhernwaspresidentoftheAhernTextilePrintCompanyof

Norwich, Connecticut, andoftheR.E. BriggsCompany, cotton

brokers, inNewYorkCity. Helater()builtLeitrim onNepun

Road. From to, Ridgeleigh wasownedbytheLeonardA.

Yerkesfamily. Yerkesformanyyearsheldtopmanagementpositions

attheDuPontCorporation, inWilmington, Delaware, andplayed

amajorroleindevelopingandmarketingcellophaneandcompany

products. ThefamilyhadpreviouslyoccupiedEastDunes. AYerkes

grandson, WilliamH. J. Yerkes(knownasPeter), latermarried

LibertyLassiter, whohadgrownupatIvyCottage. In, Ridge-

leigh wasacquiredbytheForrestC. Lattnerfamilyandbecamethe

homeoftheLattners’ daughters, MarthaLattner(laterMrs. Keith

Walker)andSusanLattner(laterMrs. DavidLloyd). Theycalledthe

cottageFarLook. ItremainedintheLattnerfamilyuntil.

ThebrickandshinglecottageonthenortherlysideofNepun

Road, knownasLeitrim, Dolobran, andCrow’sNest, wasbuiltabout

 byFrankG. Ahern. Afterhisdeath, itbecamethehomeof
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WatchHillRoadbetweenFosterCove&RidgeRoads

NexttotheLion-GateInn, alsoonWatchHillRoad, aretwocottages

built, respectively, in and. Thefirstofthese, originally

knownasMerrivale, wasownedfornearlyfiftyyears, ‒, bythe

familyofJohnE. SanbornofNewRochelle, NewYork, whocalled

thecottageBelvedere.198 In, itbecamethehomeoftheHenryA.

StearnsfamilyofProvidence, whoownedituntil. Newowners

attheendofthetwentiethcenturyrenameditMerrivale. Thesecond

cottage, setonthenortherlycornerofWatchHillandNepunroads,

isknownasLouisiana andwasbuiltforMissHeloiseCenasof

Baltimore. AccordingtotheNationalRegister, itwasformanyyears

occupiedbythefamilyofJacobStollDetrick, alsoofBaltimore.

Detrickwasamechanicalengineerandinventor, whowaspresident

oftheDetrick& HarveyMachineCompany.

ParticularlynotableamongthecottagesbuiltintheWatchHill

FarmsubdivisionwasSunshineCottage, builtforWilliamA. Procter

in andsoldin toRichardB. MellonofPittsburgh, whohad

renteditfromProcter’sestatesince (fig. ). RichardMellonwas

presidentoftheMellonNationalBank, foundedin byhisfather,

ThomasMellon, asT. Mellon& Sons’ Bank. Hewasalsoadirectorof

theFederalReserveBank. Mellon’sbrotherAndrewbecameSecretary

oftheTreasuryandwasafounderoftheNationalGalleryinWash-

ington, D.C. LocatedonahillonthesoutherlysideofNepunRoad

andthewesterlysideofWesterlyRoad, northofNinigretAvenue,

istheSunshineCottage property. Thecottageisapproachedbya

drivewaywhichcrossesoverastonebridge. Thepropertyoriginally

stretchedwesterlyfromthehilltoincludetheareaalongSequan

Road known as “Sunshine Park,” and it was landscaped by the Olm-

stedBrothersfirm. Thename“SunshinePark” iscarvedinagranite

Mrs. Ahern. In, itbecamethehomeoftheClementA. Griscom

III familyandremainedintheirownershipuntil. Thename

Griscomgaveit, Dolobran, camefromhisgrandfather’sestatein

Haverford. In, thecottagebecamethehomeoftheBarrantV.

Merrillfamily.

AtthecornerofFosterCoveRoadandWatchHillRoadstands

whatremainsofalargenineteenth-centuryframecottage, much

altered. ThecottagewasbroughttoWatchHillfromSpringfield,

Massachusetts, inpiecesin andreassembledonathree-acre

parcelbytheLewisJ. Powers family(fig. ). Powerswaspresident

ofthePowersPaperCompany. Thehouse, builtabout, had

beenknowninSpringfield as the Daniel L. Harris House. Harris,

its owner in the mid-nineteenthcentury, hadbeenpresidentofthe

ConnecticutRiverRailroadandamayorofSpringfield. AtWatch

Hill, thecottage was named Windover but was more often referred

to as the PowersMansion. Itsgardensspreadoverthepropertytothe

west, occupiedinthelatetwentiethcenturybytwosmallerhouses,

thestonebasesofarborsandpergolasstillvisibletoday. In, the

PowerspropertywasacquiredbytheLeighB. Cushingfamily, who

operatedthehouseastheLion-GateInn forsomefifteenyears. Inthe

s, thebuildingwasreducedtoasinglestoryattheroadfacade.

Itunderwentfurthermajorchangesintheearlytwentiethcentury.

Ontheexterior, thehandsomecarvedentrancedoorandtheflanking

pilastersareoriginaltothehouse. Themassivestonegaragesunder

therearfacadedatefromtherelocationofthehousetoWatchHill.

Thestonegatepostsateitherendofthecirculardriveeachformerly

supportedacouchantlion.

 ThePowersMansion — “Windover” — afteritsreassemblyin
WatchHill. TheMisquamicutInnisinthebackground.
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was built by the MellonsandaddedontobytheSchoonmakers. It

becamethehome of the Spencer E. Gray family in . From 

to , Gray served a remarkable forty-two years as the tennis pro

of the MisquamicutClub.

WatchHillRoadbetweenRidgeRoad&
NinigretAvenue

Now, forsomebrieflaterhistoryofthemid-nineteenth-century

farmhousesmentionedearlier, theJonathanYork, StephenCollins,

andEdgarPendletonhouses. Althoughmentionedhereforgeo-

graphicalconvenience, thesearenot, ofcourse, locatedinanyofthe

cottagesubdivisions, butliebetweentheWatchHillFarm, the

Uplands, andtheEverettFarm.

In, afterthedeathofWalterR. Herrickandthefamily’s

movefromWaveland, IvyCottage — formerlytheJonathanW. York

House — becamethehomeofMrs. Herrickandherchildren, Eliza-

beth, Harry, andThoraKnapp. In, thecottagebecamethe

homeoftheWilliamBennettfamily, whorenameditStonesthrow.

TheCollinsHouse, laterMainBrace andPennicumquik, wasthe

homeoftheAbbotGeerfamilyfrom to, whenitbecamethe

homeofthefamilyofDr. andMrs. EdwinJ. T. MooreofWaterbury,

Connecticut. TheMooresrenamedthecottageManhan.

The Captain Edgar Pendleton House, renamed Monabri, belonged

totheRalphJ. BurnardfamilyofBala-Cynwyd, Pennsylvania,

from to. SubsequentownersweretheCalderfamily, Mrs.

LouisCalderandher, son, PeterD. Calder, andlaterMrs. HilaryA.

Heminway. Mrs. Heminway, whohadgrownupatGulnare, renamed

thecottageFairsigh. Laterstill, in, thecottagewasacquiredby

SusanKozelBach(Mrs. JamesBach)andherfamily.

stepleadingtothepropertyfromFosterCoveRoad, nearthecorner

ofSequanRoad. AmemorableeventoftheMellons’ yearsatSunshine

wasthedancetheygavein fortheirdaughterSarahandher

fiancé, AlanM. Scaife. SeasideTopics reportedthat“Japaneselanterns

werestrungallaboutthespaciouslawnsandporchandthedance

orchestra’smusicfloatedoutoverthevillage. Favorswereofsolid

gold, compactsforthegirlsandcigarettecasesfortheyoungmen.”199

Mrs. GretchenV. Schoonmaker, whoacquiredSunshineCottage

in, heldSundayeveninghymnsingstowhichsheinvitedthe

community. ShesoldthepropertytoDonaldC. Lillisin. Lillis

subdivideditsseventeenacres, andanumberoflotswerelatersplit

off andindependentlydeveloped. AfterLillis’sdeath, hisestatesold

thepropertytothefamilyofDr. andMrs. RobertE. Knisleyin.

TheKnisleys’ ChristmasEvepartieswerefestiveoccasions, thehouse

fragrantwithpaperwhitesandbrightwithcandlesandpoinsettias,

and a throng of teddy bears were additional genial hosts. The Knisleys

livedatSunshineCottage forthirtyyears.

OnthesamehillasSunshineCottage, buttothenorthnearthe

cornerofNepunRoad, arethestonefoundationsofacottageknown

asCasaLoma, belongingtotheGeorgeW. TapleyfamilyofSpring-

field, Massachusetts. Beginningin, theTapleysassembledLots

‒ oftheWatchHillFarm, runningalongWesterlyRoadfrom

the Sunshine property to Nepun Road. They owned the property

until , whentheMellonsacquireditandaddedittotheSunshine

estate. TheMellons razed the cottage, and in  Seaside Topics

reported that itwasrumoredthat“anewartisticcottage” wouldbe

constructedonthesitefortheirdaughter, Mrs. Scaife.200 Many years

after the Mellons had soldthe property, another house was built

on the foundations. The garage on Nepun Road, later a guest cottage,

 “SunshineCottage,” viewedfromitsparkabout.
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Nextdoor, ofspecialnoteintheUplandsarea, isKennethRidge

(fig. ), thesprawlingcottagebuiltonthesoutherlysideofRidge

Roadin. Thehousedominatestheridgethatoverlooksthelow

landtothenorthofNinigretAvenue. KennethRidge wasbuiltfor

DanielJ. Sully, aProvidenceandNewYorkcommoditiesbroker

knownasthe“CottonKing” afterhecorneredthecottonmarketin

‒.

TheSullys’ daughterBethmarriedDouglasFairbanks, Sr., in

July of , in the sun parlor of the house. Guests arrived from as far

awayasLondon. Onecolumnistreportedthat“toutelaRhodeIsland”

wasincluded. DouglasFairbanks, Jr., spentmanychildhoodsummers

atKennethRidge andrecordedthepleasuresofachild’sWatch Hill

summer in the first quarter of the twentieth century in his autobiog-

raphy, The Salad Days.201 Fairbanks writes with special affectionof

hisparticipationintheWatchHillBoys’ Club, aninstitutionthat

flourishedforfourdecades, from to, presidedoverbyits

director, WilliamG. Freeman.202 Mr. Freeman, whowasthephysical

educationdirectorattheGrossePointePrivateSchool, wasinvited

toWatchHillbytheNewberryfamilyin and continued to oper-

ate the Boys’ Club for another thirty-seven years. In the s and

s, Freeman expanded his classes to include girls. All his charges

were known, as the boys had been earlier, as“Freeman’sDemons.”203

Guests at Kenneth Ridge included Charlie Chaplin, Harold Lloyd,

andEnricoCaruso. In, DouglasFairbanks, Sr., starredwith

JewelCarmenandC.A. deLimainAmericanAristocracy, aromantic

silentfilmsetinWatchHill, whichinthefilmiscalled“Narraport-

By-the-Sea.” Douglas, Jr., ageseven, appearedasanewsboy.204

 

AcrossWatchHillRoadfromSunshineCottage, RobertBurnetof

Cincinnati, thefatherofSyndicatepartnerJacobS. Burnet, had

carvedoutalargetractfromthePotterFarmabout. This

propertyraneasterlytotheBrowningFarm. Init, in, Burnet

establishedtheareaknownasthe“Uplands” andlaidoutRidge

Road, WestRidgeRoad, andGlenWay.

RidgeRoad

Meadholme, earlieridentifiedasthe summerhomeofthe

DudleyPhelpsfamily, isthefirstcottage, stuccoandhalftimber,

ontherightorsoutherlysideofRidgeRoad. Mrs. Phelpswas

MargaretG. BurnetPhelps, whowasadaughterofJacobS. Burnet.

Meadholme laterbecamethehomeofthePhelps’sdaughter, Ann

PhelpsBishop(Mrs. F. MichlerBishop), andherfamily. Thecottage

remainsinthe family.

 LookingnorthfromNinigretAvenue, two
RidgeRoadcottages, “KennethRidge” and
“TheArches” (later“Ridgecrest”)dominatethe
barrenlandscapeabout.
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, ,   

In , the Misquamicut GolfClub began building its new clubhouse,

andcottage development spread eastward along Ocean View Highway,

onlandsdevelopedfromtheseveralfarmstotheeastoftheUplands.

OceanViewHighway, OverlookDrive, Manatuck
Avenue, &YosemiteValley, Massachaug, &
BrowningRoads

In, onlandformerlyoftheBrowningFarm, justtothenorth

ofOceanViewHighway, Mrs. GeorgeW. McLanahanbuiltthe

stone and shingle twin houses, Windvale and Windridge, as an

investment(fig. ). Formanyyearsthehouseswereowned, respec-

tively, bythefamiliesofherchildrenDuerMcLanahanandHelen

McLanahanHusted(Mrs. ElleryHusted). Theirbrother, George

X. McLanahan, Jr., inheritedToWindward, nextdoor(fig. ).

TheNationalRegister listsitsdateas‒. From to,

ToWindward wasthehomeoftheJohnE. FarrandfamilyofNew

YorkandVerbier, Switzerland.

AtWindridge, Mrs. Husted, apoetandwriter, compiledan

anthologyofpoetry, SixCenturiesof LovePoems. Heraccountofthe

 hurricanewaspublishedinTidings in.206 Herhusband,

ElleryHusted, wasthearchitectatWatchHillofboththesecond

BeachClubandSprayberryHouse. Hewasinvolvedinplansfor

theU.S. AirForceAcademyinColoradoSpringsandwasproject

managerfortheconstructionofnationalairfieldsinGreece, Turkey,

andEthiopia. Atthetimeofhisretirement, in hewasworking

with Eero Saarinen on designs for Dulles Airport.The Husteds’ daugh-

terHelen, knownas“Nell,” marriedPrinceDavidChavchavadze

ofRussiaandofGeorgia, fromwhichhisfamilyhademigratedat

thetimeoftheBolshevikRevolution.207 Chavchavadzecametothe

KennethRidge ceasedtobeaprivatehomeaftertheSullyssold

it intheearlys. Douglas, Jr., andhismothercontinued, however,

tovisitWatchHill, stayingattheOceanHouse. KennethRidge, for

a numberofyearstheKennethRidgeInn, becamearetreatforthe

MaryknollSistersofSt. Dominicin. Intheearlytwenty-first

century, theSisterscouldclaimtobeservingthepoorinthirty-one

differentcountriesinawidevarietyofministries.

NextdoortotheeastalongRidgeRoadstandsRidgecrest, built

in forMrs. C. ByronCottrellofWesterlyandfirstknownasThe

Arches, fromtheporchesthatencircledthehouse(fig. ). In, it

becamethehomeoftheWalterE. HopefamilyofNewYork. Hope,

alawyerand partner of the firm of Milbank, Tweed, Hadley &

McCloy, served asAssistantSecretaryoftheTreasuryintheadminis-

trationofPresidentHerbertHoover. HopediedsuddenlyinAugust

, on the train from Westerly to Grand Central Station. Mrs.

Hope (FlorenceTalcottRogersHope)isrememberedforamemo-

rableappearanceatafancydressballattheMisquamicutClubduring

herhusband’stermaspresident, intheearlys. Havinggivena

largedinnerpartybeforetheball, butnothavingplannedtoattend

theballafterward, sheletherselfbepersuadedbyhergueststojoin

them. But not having planned a costume, she was forced to improvise.

She hit upon the idea of putting the numerous lobster shells accumu-

lated from the table to good use, by pinning them to a sheet, which

shethendonned, attendingthepartyasalobster. Itwasawarm

evening, andtheshellsemittedapungentodor. Asaconsequence,

Mrs. Hopefoundherdancecardstrangelyempty. Nevertheless, she

remaineda popular hostess and often entertained at musicales, at

which she also sang.

In, Ridgecrest becamethehomeofthePaulE. Hollosfamily

ofNewYork. HolloswaspresidentofAmericanSwissCreditof

ZurichandNewYork. Mrs. Hollos(InnesKaneDruryHollos)was

anOlympicskater. In, shebecamethefirstwomantoserve

asagovernoroftheMisquamicutClubandthefirstwomantoserve

asatrusteeoftheChapel.205

Totheeast, SunnyledgeCottage wasbuiltabout forthe

PhilipB. StanleyfamilyofNewBritain, Connecticut. TheStanleys,

whohadpurchasedthelandin fromNormanGrey, hadspent

theprevioustwoseasonsnextdooratTheArches. Stanleywaspresi-

dent of Stanley Rule & Level Co., which in  merged with Stanley

Works. In, thecottagebecamethehomeoftheEugeneF.

WilliamsfamilyofSt. Louisandremainsinthefamily.
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& Co. inNewYork. Since, thecottagehasbeenownedby

his daughter, Jane Burke O’Connell (Mrs. Ralph A. O’Connell).209

Just up Massachaug Road from Graydon is Wildmoor, built in

 forLesterN. GodfreyofBrookline, Massachusetts. In, the

housebecamethehomeoftheJ. FrederickEaglefamilyofNew

York. Eagle, alawyer, wasapartnerofthefirmofPatterson, Eagle,

Greenough& Dacy. Inmid-century, BroadwaydirectorDwight

DeereWymanoccupiedthecottageandentertainedanumberof

well-knownstars, includingBeaLillie, CharlesCoburn, ClarkGable,

andDavidNiven. SubsequentownersweretheRudolphDeWardener

family(‒). In, thecottagebecamethehomeofthe

ThomasC. Burkefamily.

Yosemite, laterBelfort, ontheeasterlysideofMassachaug, was

built in  in the English manor house style for Charles J. McIlvain,

Jr., whohadpurchasedthelandfromJohnM. Browningin.

McIlvain, fromArdmore, Pennsylvania, wasanarchitectwiththe

firmofMcIlvain& Roberts. ThecottagewasthehomeofMiss

KatherineFosterfrom to, whenitbecamethehomeofthe

JohnF. Sullivanfamily, whoowneditforfortyyears. Mrs. Sullivan

(MarianBreckSullivan)wasasisterofEdwardJ. Breck.

AcrossthestreetontheoceansideofOceanViewHighway, atits

junctionwithManatuckAvenue, isTheTimbers. Withitsrambling

Tudorrevivalbrickandhalf-timbermainhouseanddependentstruc-

tures, thehousewasbuiltin forMr. andMrs. GeorgeHewitt

MyersofWashington, D.C. ItsarchitectwasJohnRussellPope, who

waslatercommissionedbyAndrewMellontodesigntheNational

GalleryofArt. Myerswasahalf-brotherofJohnRipleyMyers, one

ofthefounders, in, ofBristol, Myers, laterBristol-MyersSquibb.
 Lefttoright, “Windvale,” “Windridge,” and“ToWindward,”
allMcLanahancottages.

 AlongOceanViewHighway, thefirstcottagesbuiltwere“Gray-
don” (right)andthen“ElReposo.”

UnitedStatesattheageofthreein andwaslatereducatedat

AndoverandYale. HeservedintheSecondWorldWarand, for

twenty-fiveyears, intheCIA asanofficerinSovietOperations. Nell,

describedbyherformerhusbandina autobiographyas“an

authentic linguistic genius,” was also a Soviet specialist and was fluent

inFrench, German, RussianandSpanish.208 TheHusteds’ daughter

Priscilla, knownas“Prilly,” marriedClementA. GriscomIV, Watch

HilloceanographerandthehistorianofFortMansfield. Windridge

was acquired by the William Dixon Stevens family in .

On Ocean View Highway, between Overlook Drive and Yosemite

ValleyRoad, theSpanish-stylewhitestuccocottageknownasEl

Reposo wasbuiltin‒ forGeorgeH. BabcockofPlainfield,

NewJersey(fig. ). BabcockwaspresidentoftheBabcock& Wilcox

BoilerCompany. In, ElReposo becamethehomeoftheHarold

Q. Moore family and, in , of the Louis B. Cappuccio family.

Farther along Ocean View Highway, the cottage known as Graydon

wasbuiltforMr. andMrs. ParkPainterofPittsburghin (fig. ).

Itsarchitect was Henry W. Wilkinson. Painter had recently sold his

company, PainterWireWorks, toAndrewCarnegieandhadbeen

lookingfortherightsummerresortforhisfamily. Havingconsidered

Newport, hesettledonWatchHill. Inwhatmaybetheonlythree-

generationalfamilyleadershipofaWatch Hill nonprofit, Mrs. Painter,

herdaughter, Mrs. Burrows Sloan (Alice B. Painter Sloan), and her

granddaughter, Mrs. FrankE. Rutan, Jr. (FrancesSloanRutan), were

allpresidentsoftheImprovementSociety; Mrs. Painterservedtwice.

In, Graydon becamethehomeoftheJohnS. Burke, Sr., fam-

ilyofNewYork, whosecottageonNapatree, Windyways, hadbeen

destroyedintheHurricaneof. BurkewaspresidentofB. Altman
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Afterhisbrother’sdeathin, GeorgeMyersbecameamajor

stockholderinthecompany. TrainedattheYaleForestrySchool,

MyerswasassociatedwiththeU.S. ForestService. Hewasalso

afounderof Y.E. BookerandCompany, whichmergedwithAlex

BrownandCompanyin. Anotedcollectoroftextiles, he

foundedtheTextileMuseumintheDistrictofColumbiain

andcontinuedtocollectforituntilhisdeathin. Themuseum

ishousedinhistownhouse, alsodesignedbyJohnRussellPope,

at SStreet, .., andinthenext-doorhouseofhismother, at

 SStreet, bothintheKaloramadistrictofthecapital. From

to, TheTimbers wasthehomeoftheMyers’sgrandson, David

M. Pugh, andhisfamily. Itwassubstantiallyrenovatedintheearly

twenty-firstcentury.

Justtotheeast, alsofrontingonEastBeach, StoneHouse — later

NormanHall, andmorecommonlyknownastheCastle — wasbuilt

in ofstonequarriedonthesiteforWilliamW. Lawrence, who

waspresidentoftheNationalLeadCo. (fig. ). Thearchitectwas

MottB. SchmidtofNewYork, andthebuilderswereR.A. Sherman’s

SonsCo. ofWesterly, oneofthemostprolificbuildersofWatchHill

cottages.210 WhenLawrencediedamonthafterthecompletionofthe

house, thepropertywassold, in, toC. BaiLihmeofChicago.

Lihme, anativeofDenmarkandachemist, hadbecomeanaturalized

U.S. citizenand, aftermarryingOlgaHegelerofChicago, succeeded

herfatheraspresidentoftheMatthissen& HegelerZincCompany

ofLaSalle, Illinois. Hewasalsoanotedartcollector. InAugust,

theLihmes’ daughterOlgamarriedClementA. GriscomIII inthe

Chapel, withthereceptionfollowingatNormanHall. Griscomwasa

sonofMr. andMrs. RodmanE. GriscomofTrespasso. Thecouple

wouldbecometheparentsofClementA. GriscomIV. Twoyears

later, inAugust, theLihmes’ daughterAnitamarriedPrince

Edward“Edi” JosephLobkowiczofthearistocraticBohemian/Czech

family. LobkowiczhaddistinguishedhimselfinWorldWarIasan

officerinthefreeCzechforcesunderAlliedcommandinAfrica.

HethenbecameastockbrokerinParis. Thatweddingalsotookplace

intheChapel, withthereceptionagainatNormanHall.

NormanHall waslateroccupiedforanumberofseasonsinthe

sandsbytheCharlesW. Engelhard, Jr., familyofFarHills,

NewJersey. EngelhardwasthechairmanofEngelhardMinerals

andChemicals, Inc., aleadinginternationaltraderofmineralsand

metalsandtheworld’slargestproducerofkaolin, akeyelementin

theproductionoffinepaper. Becausehedealtinpreciousmetals, he

wasknownas“theplatinumking” andwasthoughttohaveinspired

thetitlecharacterintheJamesBondnovelGoldfinger byhisfriend

IanFleming.211 Engelhardwasalsoanotedartcollectorandasports-

manwhoraisedthoroughbredsat his stables in Aiken, South Carolina,

andinEngland, atNewmarket; oneofthem, NijinskyII, wonthe

EnglishTripleCrown. ShortlyfollowingEngelhard’sdeathin,

inanarticleintheNewYorkTimes reportingonhissuccessoratthe

Engelhardcorporation, hewasdescribedashaving“livedlikean

Indianrajah, movingmajesticallywithhisretinueamonghishouses

 “StoneHouse” (later“NormanHall”),
viewedfromEastBeach.

Reproduction is Prohibited



Reproduction is Prohibited

       

andapartmentsinvariouspartsoftheworld. Hewasbestknown

tosomepeopleforhisracingstable, butbetterknowntoothersfor

hismultimillion-dollarartcollection.”212

Mrs. Engelhard( JaneBrianMannheimerEngelhard)playeda

majorroleinthearts. FirstenlistedbyJacquelineKennedy, shewas

activeineffortstorestoretheWhiteHouseoversomefourdecades.

ShewasalsoatrusteeoftheMetropolitanMuseumofArt, whose

CharlesEngelhardCourtwasagiftoftheCharlesEngelhard

Foundation, andofthePierpontMorganLibrary. TheEngelhard’s

eldestdaughter, AnneorAnnette, becameMrs. OscardelaRenta.

Foryears, thelawnofNormanHall wasthesiteoftheannualField

DayexercisesoftheBoys’ Clubandalsoofpick-uptouchfootball

gamesoutofseason.

ItmaysurprisereaderstolearnthattheimpactoftheColdWar

wasfeltevenonEastBeachandatNormanHall. ThattheLobko-

wiczfamilylosttheirhistoricpropertiestotheCommunistCzech

regimeisamatterofhistory.213 Butthattherewasadirectimpactof

thestruggleontheirWatchHillpropertyisnotgenerallyknown.

In, however, theU.S. CoastGuardandMrs. Lihmeandher

daughterPrincessLobkowiczenteredintoanagreementunder

whichthegovernmentwaspermittedtoinstallandmaintainsecurity

telecommunicationsequipment — telephoneandtelegraphlinesand

poles — ontheproperty“forthepurposeofnationaldefenseintime

ofwarandsavinglifeandpropertyintimeofpeace.”214 TheCoast

Guardenteredintosimilaragreementswiththeownersoftwo

neighboringshorefrontproperties, JamesM. SnowdenandJ. Russell

Forgan. In, theLihmessoldthecottagetotheSistersofSt.

Joseph of Chambery as a retreat house. At the turn of the twenty-

first century, theOrderofferedthepropertyforsale, andin, it

becameaprivatehomeagain.215

ThepinkBermudacottagenextdoortoNormanHall isamore

recentaddition. Mr. andMrs. JamesM. SnowdenofNewYorkbuilt

itin onlandconveyedtothemin byOlgaLihmeGriscom.

As noted earlier, their architect was their summer neighbor, New

York architectElleryHustedofWindridge. TheSnowdenscalledit

SprayberryHouse afteranoillease, knownas“Spraberry” [sic], which

theSnowdensownedandwhoseroyaltieshelpedpayforthehouse.

Familymembersrecallthatwhenthecottagewasbuilt, itspoured

concreteconstructionattractedattentionandprovokedspeculation

thatitwasdesignedtoserveasafalloutshelterintheeventofa

nuclearattack. Ifnotthat, itwasdesignedforacertainmeasureof

self-sufficiency; ithaditsowngaspumpandundergroundstorage

tank. In, thecottagebecamethehomeoftheReynoldsSpring-

bornfamilyofPelham, NewYork, andremainedintheirownership

forsomethirtyyears. ItlaterbecameknownasThePinkHouse.

TotheeastofThePinkHouse isDunbarRocks, thecottageand

poolhousebuiltbytheThomasR. WallIV familyofNewYorkinthe

earlys, onasitefirstdevelopedin byCharlesH.G. Rees,

thefatherofMrs. Wall(NancyReesWall). TheDunbarRocks prop-

ertywasformerlypartoftheSnowdenlandassociatedwithSpray-

berryHouse. ThelandonwhichtheDunbarRocks poolhousestands

wasoriginallyownedbytheJ. RussellForganfamilyofChicago and

NewYork. Mr. Forganhadfoundedandownedtheinvestmentcom-

panyGlore, Forgan& Co. DuringtheSecondWorldWar, heserved

ascommanderinEuropeoftheOfficeofStrategicServices(OSS),

thefirstU.S. foreignintelligenceagency. Mrs. ForganwasAdaJohn-

sonForganfromSt. Louis, thesisterofMrs. BradfordShinkle, Jr.,

ofMeadowcrest andtheauntofJaneJohnsonHeminway(Mrs. John

H. Heminway)ofGulnare.

TheoriginalForgantractrannortherlyfromtheocean, across

OceanViewHighwayandupBrowningRoad. Theremainderofthe

Forganproperty, includingthecottageknownasCedarcrest, built

in, liesonthehillacrossOceanViewHighway, ontheleftor

westerlysideofBrowningRoad. In, thepropertywasacquired

bytheChateauSte. MichelledivisionofUST Inc.

FartherupBrowningRoad, alsoontheleft, isthewhitewashed

stoneProvençalvillaknownasWindansea, builtin forthe

WilliamHenryAndrewsfamily. Mr. Andrews, whowaschairmanof

Pratt& Lambert, Inc., manufacturerofvarnish, lacquers, andenam-

els, hadpurchasedthelandin fromJohnBrowning. Thecottage

was designed by noted New York architect Mott B. Schmidt, who had

designed Norman Hall several years earlier. A New York house that

he designed for Mrs. William K. Vanderbilt at  Sutton Place later

became the residence of the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Mrs. AndrewswasKateGresham, whosefatherwasWalter

QuintonGresham.216 Andrewsdiedtheyearafterthecottagewas

built, butitremainedintheAndrewsfamilyuntil. Hisson,

WalterGreshamAndrewsofBuffalo, NewYork, ownedthecottage

afterhismother’sdeathin. TheyoungerMr. Andrewsserved

asU.S. RepresentativefromthethandndDistrictsofNewYork,
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‒. Afterhisdeathin, hissister, HarrietAndrewsUrban

(Mrs. WilliamP. Urban), alsoofBuffalo, inheritedthecottage. In

, itbecamethehomeoftheLouisPancierafamily.

FartheralongOceanViewHighway, onthenortherlysideand

eastofBrowningRoad, arethreemoreearlycottages. Atthenorth-

easterlycornerofBrowningRoadandOceanViewHighwayis

Windemere, later Sea Change, which the National Register dates

about  andsuggestswasprobablybuiltasacombinationgarage

andchauffeur’scottageforIdleRest nextdoor. Ithasbeenmuch

modifiedandexpandedovertheyears. In, itbecamethehome

ofHarryH. CaswellofSpringfield, Massachusetts. Subsequently,

itwasthehome(‒)ofthefamilyofMr. andMrs. ClementA.

GriscomIV. In, thecottagebecamethehomeoftheL. Patton

KlinefamilyofKansasCity, Missouri, andNewYork.

JusttotheeastisIdleRest, laternamedFairways, builtabout

fortheCharlesE. ShermanfamilyofWesterly. In, itbecame

thehomeoftheChaunceyG. Parkerfamily. Mrs. Parker(Elizabeth

CrawfordParker)hadgrownupatShoreby onWapanRoad. In

, thecottagewasacquiredbythefamilyofMr. andMrs. George

Kirkpatrick. Mrs. Kirkpatrick(SusanMooreMarkhamKirkpatrick),

laterMrs. GordonMcShane, hadgrownupatSunnandene onBluff

Avenue. Thecottageremainsinthefamily.

Nextdoor, andsharingadrivewaywithFairways, isSunnyHill,

formerlytheWardHouse, built, alsoabout, forWilfredWardof

Westerly. SunnyHill laterbecamethehomeofMr. andMrs. Rodman

E. Griscom, Jr. Mrs. GriscomwasElizabethSnowdenGriscomand

hadgrownupatHolidayHouse. TheGriscomsconveyedthecottage

 “RidgeEnd.”

totheJamesW. McCormickfamilyin. Mr. McCormickhad

grownupatTheBungalow onWesterlyRoad.

OthersignificanthousesincludetwoonYosemiteValleyRoad.

RidgeEnd, ontheridgealongthewesterlysideoftheroad, wasbuilt

in fortheA.L. DickinsonfamilyofNewYork(fig. ). Acquired

bythe JohnS. Newberryfamilyin, thecottagebecamearetreat

fortheSistersofMercyoftheAmericasin. Duringthesummer

months, theSistersandtheirassociatesfromotherreligiousorders

comeforrestandvacation, andduringthebalanceoftheyear, other

religiousgroupsusethehouseforretreats.

Farther up the road, on a hill on the left or westerly side, stands

theimposingneoclassicalwhitecottagewithmassivestonechimneys

knownasClarmar. Itwasbuiltin forMr. andMrs. ClarenceR.

Bitting( JeaneMargaretBitting).217 ItsarchitectwasWarringtonG.

Lawrence, whohadbeenassociatedwiththefirmofMcKim, Mead&

WhitebeforeopeninghisownofficeinNew York. The name of the

house is said to derive from the first four letters of Bitting’s first name

and the first three of Mrs. Bitting’s middle name. It also is appro-

priate as a joining of the Latin words for “bright sea,” clarum mare.

The property, approached by two entrancedrivewaysfromYosemite

ValleyRoad, andoriginallysomethirtyacres, hadbridlepaths, a

tenniscourt, andahothouse. BittingwaspresidentoftheUnited

StatesSugarCorporationandassistantpresidentoftheFisherBody

Company. In, hegavethepropertytotheMaristFathersof

Boston, whoowneditforsomethirtyyears. Thehousecontainsa

privatechapel, andduringtheirtenureatClarmar, theFathers

invitedtheWatchHillRomanCatholiccommunitytoMassthere

onSaturdayafternoons. Masswassometimescelebratedinthe chapel,

onotheroccasionsinthesunroom, andsometimesinthegarden.

In, theorderacquiredtheneighboringpropertyonwhich

was located the cottage known as White House, which had become

the “WhiteHouseInn.” Thatstructure, whichwasdestroyedby

fireinthes, wasusedbytheordertohousesomeoftheretreat

visitors, priests, brothers, sisters, andlay-personswhocouldnot

beaccommodatedatClarmar. TheRev. JohnW. Lynch, S.M.,

wroteoftheorder’stimeatClarmar, “Thereishardlyabetterspot,

otherthanEden, forrestandrelaxation.”218 In, theorder

soldtheproperty, anditreturnedtoprivateownership. Muchof

thelandsurroundingClarmar, includingtheWhiteHouse property,

wassubsequentlysubdivided.
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businessintotheInternationalMercantileMarineCompany(IMM),

whichassumedresponsibilityfor vesselsandanarrayoftrans-

atlanticlines, U.S. andBritish, includingtheAmericanandRedStar

Lines, theWhiteStarLine, theAtlanticTransportLine, andthe

LeylandandDominionLines. GriscomwaschairmanofIMM when

theWhiteStarLinecommissionedatrioofsuperliners, Olympic,

Titanic, andGigantic.221 HediedsevenmonthsaftertheTitanic

disaster, inNovember atageseventy-one.

Griscom’spositionofinfluenceinbusinessandcommercewas

suchthathewasoftencalledupontoentertainandbeentertainedby

significantinternationalfigures. Ononeoccasion, Griscomenter-

tainedtheGrandDukeAlexanderMikhailovitchofRussiaathis

Haverfordestate, Dolobran. Onanother, he, P.A.B. Widener,222 and

J.P. Morgan, allmembersoftheboardofdirectorsofIMM, were

invitedtostaywithKaiserWilhelmII whenonabusinesstripto

northernGermany. Griscom’sson, LloydC. Griscom, wholater

pursued a diplomatic career, serving as Chargé d’Affaires at the

American LegationinIstanbulandasAmbassadortoItaly, recalled

theperquisitesthatthesonofamanofthewealthandeconomic

powerofGriscomenjoyed:

Theeraofgreatfortuneswhichpermittedindividualstoown

whatevertheydesiredwasalsotheeraofunparalleledprivi-

lege. BecauseIwasmyfather’sson, Icouldwalkintoany

telegraphoffice, composeaslongamessageasIwished,

signhisnametoit, andwalkout; IcouldexpressanythingI

wantedanywherefreeofcharge; Icouldsteponanysteamship

andbetransportedtoanypointintheSevenSeas; Icould

boardanytrainandridefromPortland, MainetoPortland,

Oregon, withoutpayingacent.223

Mrs. GriscomwasFrancesCanbyBiddleGriscom. TheGriscoms

hadsixchildren, threeofwhomhadtheirowncottagesonthePoint.

Asnotedelsewhere, Mrs. GriscomgavetheEdithYandellsculpture

ofNinigrettotheFireDistrictinmemoryofherhusband. Thesculp-

turewasunveiledatateapartyMrs. GriscomgaveatTheManor

House (laterThePoint)inearlySeptember. SeasideTopics noted

thatithadrecentlybeenonexhibitionattheParisSalon. Among

those present for the great occasion were “the members ofthe Improve-

mentSocietyandtheirhusbands, theWesterlyTownCouncil, the

StateRoadsCommissionersandWatchHillofficials.”224

   

Bythemiddleofthenineteenthcentury, thisportionofWatchHill,

stretchingfromwhatbecametheEverettsubdivisiontothelight-

houseproperty(formerlypropertyofGeorgeFoster), wasowned

predominantlybytheFosterandNashfamilies. Overthenextfew

years, individualparcelscarvedoutfromtheseproperrtiesbecame

bothhotelandcottagesites.219

LighthouseRoad, LarkinRoad, Bluff Avenue,
PlimptonRoad, &WesterlyRoadtoEverettAvenue

ThedevelopmentofthemajorcottagesonLighthouseRoaddates

fromtheacquisitionoftheLarkinHousepropertybyClementA.

GriscomofHaverford, Pennsylvania, in. TheLarkinHouse,

thelargesthotelatWatchHill, withitslandmarktwincupolasand

nine-hundred-footpiazza, hadforthirty-sevenyearscommandedsea

viewsfromWeekapaugtoStoningtonanddominatedthelandscape.

Butin, FrankLarkin, whohadinheriteditfromhisfather,

DanielF. Larkin, in, andwhohadadeepfearaboutfirein

thevaststructure, soldittoGriscom.220 Griscomrazedthehotel

andredevelopedthepropertywithfamilycottages. Thateventdra-

maticallysignaledtheendoftheheydayofthehotelsatWatchHill.

ClementActonGriscom, whowasperhapstheforemostAmeri-

canshipownerofhisday, wasinvolvedinawiderangeofbusiness

interests, includingrailroads, oil, transportation, banking, andinsur-

ance. Hehadin acquiredtheInmanandInternationalLine,

whichin launchedtheCityof NewYork, ashipofunparalleled

luxuryontheNorthAtlanticrun, NewYorktoLiverpool. Hebecame

presidentoftheInternationalNavigationCompanythatsameyear.

Later, inconjunctionwithJ.P. MorganandCo., heconvertedhis
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whichstoodacrossLarkinRoad. In, DanielF. Larkindeeded

thepropertytohisdaughter, SarahE. Aldrich, whowasmarriedto

FrankS. Aldrich. In, afterthedeathsofbothMr. andMrs.

Aldrich, thecottagebecamethehomeoftheFenelonfamily, Edward

J. Fenelon, Jr. (knownas“Hap”), aRhodeIslandStateSenator, and

hissisters, theMissesBessieandMildredFenelon. Itremained

intheFenelon family for forty-six years until it was acquired by the

WilliamJ. HayesfamilyofAvon, Connecticut, in.

TheyellowVictoriancottagecalledOceanMound bythe

Griscoms and later Seaswept, located across Lighthouse Road from

The Point, had been built about  and was, in the nineteenth

century, topped by a gabled turret(fig. ). Its architect is said to have

been George Keller of Hartford. This cottage also was acquired by

the Griscoms and was for many years the home of their youngest

daughter, Miss Frances Canby Griscom of “Water Oak Plantation,”

Tallahassee, Florida.

SeasideTopics creditsthecomingoftheGriscomstoWatchHill

toMissGriscomhavingvisitedWatchHillto play in an early women’s

competitionattheMisquamicutClub, andthereafterencouraging

herfamilytoestablishtheirsummerhomehere. MissGriscom, asa

youngwomanofnineteen, andhermotherwerepaintedbyCecilia

Beauxinan portrait, MotherandDaughter (fig. ). Thetwo

women are shown standing side-by-side in floor-length formal gowns

andcloaks. Thepaintingispartofthenearlyonehundreditemsin

the Beaux collection at the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts.

It wontheCarnegieInstitute’s goldmedalandtheAcademy’s

 TempleGoldMedalforthebestfigurepainting.226

MissGriscom, whowasknownas“Pansy,” wasanoutstanding

sportswoman. She became national Women’s Amateur Golf champion

in. Thepreviousyear, herfatherhadgivenpartofDolobran to

expandtheoriginalgolfcourseofherhomeclub, theMerionCricket

Club, fromninetoeighteenholes. MissGriscom’sparticipationinthe

 BritishLadies’ Amateurchampionshipresultedintheformation

in ofthelegendaryCurtisCupgolfmatches, played biennially

betweenteamsofamateurwomengolfersfromtheU.S., Great Britain,

and Ireland. After hernationalchampionship, MissGriscom, with

photos of her form at golf, wasfeaturedina articleinTheLadies

Home Journal. At the beginningofthetwentiethcentury, shewasone

of the first women to own and drive an automobile in Philadelphia,

and during World WarIsheservedasanambulancedriver. Anexpert

horsewoman, she kept a coach and four at her Florida plantation.

TheLarkinHouseorGriscomtractencompassedthehillside

southofLarkinRoad, fromeastofLighthouseRoad, westtojust

abovetheMerry-Go-Roundandsouthtothelighthouseproperty.

ItincludedrightsgrantedbyCourtlandP. Chapmanina deed

toGriscom, “togather, take, bankandcartawaysea-weed.”225 Across

thetractranLighthouseRoad, theU.S. Government’sright-of-way

tothelighthouse. Griscomrelocatedtheroadwesterlyofitsearlier

location, reconfiguringitaroundtwoearliercottages — theAldrich

Cottage atthenortheastcornerofthepropertyandfurtherdown

thehill, Ocean Mound, later Seaswept — to permit the development

of the propertyofhiscottage, knownfirstasTheManorHouse and

laterasThePoint (fig. ; seealsofig. ).

TheAldrichCottage wasbuiltinthes, accordingtothe

NationalRegister, asarentalcottagefortheWatchHillHouse,

 “TheManorHouse” (later“ThePoint”), viewedfromthebeach.
“Trespasso” isvisibletotheright.

 “OceanMound” (later“Seaswept”)wastoppedbyaturretat
theturnof thenineteenthtothetwentiethcentury.
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is any possibility of reconsidering the color in the future,

we would consider it would be to the long term benefit of

our cherished community.227

Itwassometimebeforethefamilylearnedthattheletterwasahoax.

When they discovered the truth, they took it in stride, and placing

the letter in a yellow frame, gave it a place of honor among family

memorabilia.

FourofthefivesubstantialcottagestheGriscomfamilybuilt

ontheLarkinHousepropertyremain: ThePoint, formerlyThe

ManorHouse (), Trespasso (‒), Moana, formerly Aktaion

(), and Edgewater, formerlyEdgecliff (). ArchitectEdward

F. Hinklewasactiveinthedesignofallfour. ThePoint wasbuiltfor

the senior Griscoms(fig. ). For several seasons during the World

WarI years, theFrederickF. BrewsterfamilyofNewHavenoccupied

thecottage. In, itwasacquiredbytheIsaacT. Starrfamilyof

Philadelphia. StarrwasamemberofStarr& Co., stockbrokers. The

cottagesubsequentlypassedtotheStarrs’ daughter, HopeStarrLloyd

(Mrs. MorrisLloyd), andherfamily. Mr. Lloyd, whowasapartnerof

DrexelBurnhamLambert, hadgrownupatCedarhurst onNeowam

AvenueandatIntermere onOceanViewHighway.

Justupthehill, Trespasso, whichstandssquarelyonthesiteofthe

Larkin House, was built for the Griscoms’ son, Rodman E. Griscom

of Philadelphia(fig. ; seealsofigs. , , & ). Rodman Griscom

was a principal of Berton, Griscom & Co., Bankers. Mrs. Griscom

was Anne Starr Griscom and the sisterofIsaacT. Starr. In, the

cottagewasacquiredbytheBenjaminEshleman family of Villa Nova,

Pennsylvania, and subsequently passedtotheEshlemans’ daughter,

OceanMound wasacquiredbytheWhitneyW. Addingtonfamily

ofChicagoin andrenamedSeaswept. Mrs. Addington(Ada

ForganAddington)hadgrownupatCedarcrest onBrowningRoad.

Shortlythereafter, theAddingtonspaintedthecottageyellow, its

formercolorhavingbeenadarkbrown, acolorwhichMissGriscom

wassaidtohavefavoredasbeinglong-lasting. In, someofthe

Addingtons’ friendsdecidedtohavefunattheirexpense. Theyalso

usedtheoccasiontopokegentlefunattheImprovementSociety.

“Borrowing” stationeryfromanofficeroftheSociety, theycomposed

aletter, signedbyafictitiousmember — anElizabethSutcliffe(Mrs.

JamesSutcliffe) — whowrotethatshehadbeencommissionedtocon-

veythefeelingsoftheSociety:

At the last meeting of the Watch Hill Improvement Society

the topic on the agenda was the beautification of Watch Hill.

A lively discussion developed about the new yellow color

of your adorable house on Lighthouse Point. A few of the

ladies were in favor of the new color as it reminded them of

pleasant times on the Italian Riviera. However the vast

majority felt that it was slightly out of place in Watch Hill.

I was commissioned to convey the feelings of the Society to

you. I hope you will not take offense with our feelings and

we assure you of our continued good wishes. However if there

 In, Philadelphia
artistCeciliaBeauxpainted
MotherandDaughter,

aportraitof Mrs. Clement
ActonGriscomandMiss
FrancesCanbyGriscom.
Courtesyof thePennsylvania
Academyof theFineArts,
Philadelphia. Giftof Frances
C. Griscom.

 LighthouseRoadandPointabout with, lefttoright, the
“AldrichCottage,” “TheManorHouse” (later“ThePoint”), and
“Trespasso.”
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LorineEshlemanVogt(Mrs. WilliamT. Vogt)ofHaverford. Mr.

Vogtwasaninternationallyrecognizedtennisplayer. Hewonthe

U.S. OpenCourtTennisDoubles crown from  to  and, in the

latter year, won the BritishDoublesAmateurChampionship. Heand

sonsWilliam, Jr., andPeterwontheU.S. Father –SonDoublesCourt

TennisChampionshipeighttimes. Heservedaspresidentofthe

Chapeland, anunprecedentedthreetimes, aspresidentoftheMis-

quamicutClub.

HinklebuiltAktaion, laterMoana, forhimself, onlandgiven

himbyMrs. ClementA. Griscom(fig. ). Adjacenttotheproperty

wastheBlockIslandsteamerdock.228 In, thecottagebecamethe

summerhomeofthefamilyofJohnW. AndersonoftheFordMotor

CompanyandDetroit. Anderson, alawyer, wasoneofthetwelve

originalinvestorsinthenewcompanyin. n, theMoana

propertypassedtotheAndersons’ daughterandson-inlaw, theHon.

andMrs. ArthurGardnerofWashington. GardnerwasU.S. Ambas-

sadortoCuba, ‒. FormanyyearstheGardnermotoryacht,

alsocalledMoana, wasafixtureintheharbor. In, theGardners’

daughter, SuzanneGardnerMacLear(Mrs. FrankR. MacLear)

ofNewYork, inheritedthecottage. FrankMacLear, presidentof

MacLear& Harris, yachtdesigners, wasanotednavalarchitectand

yachtsman. He was the navigator for the  America’s Cup chal-

lenger Weatherly. HemadesevenBermudaraces, eighttrans-Atlantic

crossings, andthreetrans-Pacificcrossings.

Edgecliff, later renamed Edgewater, another cottage on the Larkin

Hotel site, was built for Mr. and Mrs. Clement A. Griscom in .

It standsabovetheMerry-Go-RoundandtheBathingBeach. The

cottagebecamethepropertyoftheGeorgeValentineSmithfamilyof

Ardmore, Pennsylvania, in andremainedintheirownershipfor

somesixtyyears. GeorgeV. Smith, Jr., wastwiceapresidentofthe

MisquamicutClub. In, thecottagewasacquiredbyHarriet

BehrendNinow(Mrs. EarlNinow), fromwhomherson, RichardH.

Sayre, inheritedthepropertyin. Mrs. Ninowhadspentsummers

atGlenhill, alsoknownasCraigieBrae, onAquidneckAvenue.

AnotherGriscomcottageformerlylocatedontheoceansideof

LighthouseRoad, belowandwestoftheWatchHillandeastof

The Point, was Napatree. That cottage was destroyed in the Hurricane

of. AsreportedbySeasideTopics initsaccountofthestorm, its

owner, Mrs. Samuel Bettle (Helen Biddle Griscom Bettle), a Griscom

daughterandaninvalidatthetime, wasdeterminedtoweatherthe

storminherhouse. Shewassavedonlybytheheroiceffortsofher

chauffeur, whopickedherupandputherinthecar. Astheydroveup

 Lookingfromtheroof of the
AtlanticHouseabout, the
twocottagesmovedfromthesite
of “TheKedge” (later“HillHouse”)
arefirstthe“AlsopCottage” and
nexttheformer“H. A. GrantCot-
tage” — “BuenaVista.” Onthe
leftis“By-the-Sea.” “Trespasso”
and“Aktaion” (later“Moana”)
aredirectlyacrossLarkinRoad.
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RobertLoomis, andknownasBuenaVista, wasalsomovedfromthe

HillHouse propertyandrelocatedonLarkinRoad, directlyinfront

oftheother(fig. ). Ittoowasenlarged.229 BuenaVista burnedin.

In, itssitebecametheupperparkinglotoftheYachtClub.

OneofthemostnotablecottagesofWatchHill, HolidayHouse,

later called High Watch, was built in ‒ for Mrs. George Grant

Snowden (Pearl Pinkerton McClelland Snowden) of Philadelphia,

whose husband had died in  (fig. ). It stands asa landmark for

sailors on the great bluff from which Watch Hill takes its name. Mrs.

Snowden had acquired the historicanddramatic site from the estate of

Eugene Atwood in .

TheSnowdens, beginningwithGeorgeGrantSnowden’sfather,

JamesMcKeanSnowden, whowasbornin andlivedinPittsburgh,

hadmadetheirfortuneinoilandgasexploration. George Grant Snow-

den and his brother, James H. Snowden, explored foroilfirstinPennsyl-

vaniaandtheninTexasandNewMexico. Anunanticipatedresultof

theirexplorationsinNewMexicowasthediscoveryofwhatatthetime

       

 “HolidayHouse” (later“HighWatch”). Behinditare“Taurento”
(left)andthe“AldrichCottage” (right). AcrossLighthouseRoadis
“Trespasso.”

LighthouseRoad, theylookedbacktoseethehousecollapseunder

thegigantichurricaneseas. Thesoleremainingfeaturesaretheruin,

stillfleckedwithmosaics, ofaFlorentinegardenfountain, visibleasa

semicircularprojectionatthetopoftheretainingwallabuttingthe

WatchHill, andasmallportionofastonegardenwallwithanarched

gateway. ChaosCottage, builtonthesitebytheLloydfamilyinthe

s, wassituatedatahigherelevationthantheprecedingstructure.

AsmallerGriscomcottageonLighthouseRoad, justacrossfrom

Trespasso, isTaurento, which was built for Rodman E. Griscom in 

asarentalcottage(seefig. ). Familytraditionhasitthathismother,

Mrs. ClementA. Griscom, wastheprincipalinthedevelopmentof

theproperty. Shevieweditasabusinessprojectinwhichshecould

demonstrateherownentrepreneurialcapabilities, herhusband’sbeing

legendary. ItwasMrs. Griscom, too, whogavetwoofthecottages,

Trespasso and Taurento, their humorous names —Trespasso, because the

GriscomsobjectedtowhattheyfeltwasthetrespassofBlockIsland

ferrypassengersontheirbeach, andTaurento, acottagebuilttobe

rented. In, Taurento becamethehomeoftheCharlesW. Moore

familyofSt. Louisand, in, oftheMoores’ grandson, Andrew

S. Gagarin, andhisfamily. Mrs. Gagarin(Mary“Missy” Marston

Gagarin)hadgrownupatSunsetHill andtheAloha beachcottage.

AnewcottagebetweenMoana andEdgewater replacesthe

buildingwhichservedasagarageandchauffeur’scottageforMoana.

UndertheownershipoftheBrittonBrownefamily(Mrs. Browne

wasJoanGardnerBrowne), theoriginalstructurewasremodeled

andknownasTheGrodge. In, theCharlesM. Roycefamilyof

Greenwich, Connecticut, acquiredthepropertyandbuiltthenew

house, knownasTheCottage, andaguesthousefrontingLarkinRoad,

knownasThe Gatehouse.

AcrossLarkinRoadfromTrespasso andMoana isBy-the-Sea,

earlieridentifiedasthefirstsummercottagebuiltatWatchHill(fig.

); itwas owned for many years by the F. Joseph Paradiso family. To

its westistheformerAlsopCottage, betterknownasMastuxet and

thenastheHartleyHouse guesthouse. Itwasbuiltabout onthe

Bluff AvenuesiteoftheKedge orHillHouse andlatermoved, when

thathousewastobebuilt. Originally, itwasmuchsmallerandresem-

bledtheAldrichCottage. SeasideTopics reportsthat it was substantially

enlargedin byitsowner, T.D. Babcock, andthatithadbeen

occupiedthepreviousseasonbyMrs. JacobS. Burnet. Thehouse

returnedtoprivateownershipin. Asecondhouse, alsoowned
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wasthelargestpotashdepositintheworld. Thenextgeneration,

GeorgeGrantSnowden, Jr., andhisbrother, JamesM. Snowden,

continuedthefamilybusinessfromanofficeinNewYork.

JamesM. Snowden, Jr., remembersskyrocketsandromancandles

beingsetoff fromtheterraceovertheoceanontheFourthofJuly

inthes. Thesefireworkswerelaunchedfromglassmilkbottles

thatwerecurrentthen. Herecallsthatoneguest, JoeThomas, senior

partnerofLehmanBrothers, littheskyrocketswithalargecigar.

Mr. Snowdenalsoremembershearingfromhisfatheraboutan

attemptedkidnapping, someyearsearlier, involvingaplanewhich

kidnappershadlandedonthegolfcourse. Owingtoconfusionasto

whichwasthehouseoftheirintendedvictim, theattemptfailed.

EventhoughtheSnowdenswerenotthetarget, forthenextseveral

weeksatHolidayHouse, anightwatchmanwasstationedwitha

submachinegunattheendofthehallwaywheremostofthebed-

roomswere.230

In, HolidayHouse becamethepropertyofWilliamHale

Harkness. Harknesswasheirtohisfamily’sStandardOilCompany

fortune, hisgreat-uncle, StephenVanderburghHarkness, andhis

grandfather, DanielM. Harkness, havingbeeninitialinvestorswith

JohnD. Rockefeller. Hehimselfhadbeenaninitialinvestor, in,

inafledglingpublishingventurelaunchedbytwoYalefriends, Briton

HaddenandHenryR. Luce. ThatventurewasTime, TheWeekly

Newsmagazine. HarknesscametoWatchHillthroughhissecond

wife, RebekahWestPierceHarkness, whomhehadmarriedtheyear

before. RebekahHarkness, knownas“Betty,” wasfromSt. Louisand

hadsummeredallherlifeatWatchHill, whereherparents, Mr. and

Mrs. AllenT. West, ownedStoneleigh onWapanRoad.

WilliamHarknessbroughtwithhimhiseighty-footyacht, Ardea,

whichwasthecommitteeboatoftheannualYale-HarvardCrew

RaceatNewLondon, theoldestintercollegiatesportingeventinthe

country. Thefinishjudges’ boatatthoseraceswasanotherfamous

boat, alsoassociatedwithWatchHill, Aphrodite, formerlyJohnHay

Whitney’scruiser, whichintheswasacquiredbyWatchHill

summerresidentCharlesM. Royceandwasregularlydockedatthe

PlimptonDock.

BiographerCraigUngerdescribesHolidayHouse as“thesingle

mostimposingstructureinWatchHill”:

Situatedonthebluff afterwhichthetownwasnamed, the

whiteclapboardhousedominatesthearea. Itissolargeand

rambling — withmorethanfortyrooms, fourchimneys, and

halfadozenterracedsundecks — thatitishardtobelieveitis

asingle-familysummerdwelling. Nearthetopdeckisaroom

withwindowsonthreesidesfromwhichonecanseeformiles

upanddowntheRhodeIslandcoast.231

After Mr. Harkness died suddenly in , Mrs. Harkness, an ama-

teur musician who had studied under Nadia Boulanger, the cele-

brated Frenchteacherofcomposition, andattheMannesCollegeof

Musicandhadwrittenanumberofpopularsongs, enteredupona

careerindance. ReportedlyatthesuggestionofYehudiMenuhin, she

alsotookupyogatoimprove her musical technique, importing a yoga

teacher, B.K.S. Iyengar, to Holiday House in the summer of  to

teach her and her three children, Allen and Terry Pierce, and Edith

Harkness, ages, , , and .232 Neighbors’ children were invited

to join in the lessons. Mrs. Harkness announced her intention to go

to India the following year, for advanced lessons with Yogi Iyengar.

Intheearlys, Mrs. HarknessbecameapatronoftheJoffrey

Ballet, bringingtheentirecompanytoWatchHillfortwosummers,

–. TheypracticedattheoldFireHouse, whichshehadpur-

chasedandconvertedintotheHolidayArtCenter, andontheterrace

ofHolidayHouse. In, shefoundedherowncompany, theHark-

nessBallet, principallywithdancersfromtheJoffrey. Sheinvitedthe

newcompanytoWatchHillforthesummerof. Thenewcom-

panyalsoaccompaniedhertoWashingtoninSeptemberofthatyear,

whentheyperformedforPresidentandMrs. JohnsonattheWhite

HouseonanewportableEastRoomstagewhichshepresentedto

thehouseonthatoccasion. In, shehadanoutdoorpracticefloor,

coveredbyablueplasticBuckminsterFullergeodesicdome, con-

structedonthelawntotheeastofthehouse. Thedomeoutraged

neighbors, whosuedonthebasisofzoningviolations. Theyprevailed,

andthedomewasdismantled.

Notlongthereafter, Mrs. HarknessleftWatchHill, establishing

herselfatanewcountrylocationnearertoNewYork, Sneden’sLand-

ingontheHudson, ahalf-hournorthofthecity. SheputHoliday

House on the market. A local partnership, the Watch Hill Associates,

was formed to protect the property, and Mrs. Harkness conveyed it

tothemin. Fearingthatnosinglepurchaserwouldbefoundto

acquiretheentireproperty, thepartnershipsubdivideditintothree

lots, thecenterone, Lot, containingthehouse. ThedeedtoLot

requiredthebuyertoreducethesizeofthehouseateachendandto
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establishappropriatesidelinedistancesforanystructuresthatmight

bebuiltonLots and. TheWesterlySun ranaphotographofthe

housewiththecaption, “ProbablytobeDemolished.”233 Allthreelots

weresoldin, theGurdonB. Wattlesfamilybeingthepurchasers

ofLot. TheyrenamedthecottageHighWatch andoverthenext

fouryearsacquiredtheothertwolots. Theyreducedthecottagein

size, andnofurtherstructureswerebuiltontheWatchHill.

In, GurdonB. Wattlesandsevenofhisfriendsturnedfifty,

andtheycelebratedwithaspectacularbirthdaypartydanceatHigh

Watch. TheotherswereWhitneyAddington, MalcolmBarlow, Jane

Buffum, ArthurCottrellIII, RobertKnisley, SuzanneMacLear, and

JohnMcCormick. Itwasaflawless, full-moonAugusteveningwitha

bigbandorchestraplayingontheterraceandasteelbandbelow, by

thepool. FireworksoverLighthousePointwereprovidedbyGrucci.

TheWattlesfamilyremainedatHighWatch until.

JusttotheeaststandthreecottagesontheoceansideofBluff

Avenue. ThefirstoftheseisTheKedge, builtin forRobertF.

BallantineofNewark, NewJersey, presidentoftheBallantineBrew-

ingCompany. FrontingonBluff Avenue, thepropertyisboundedon

thesouthbytheBluff Avenueright-of-waytoEastBeach. Asnoted

earlier, the site originally contained two cottages, which were removed

fromthepropertyandrelocatedtolotsonthenortherlysideof

LarkinRoad. TheKedge waslaterownedbytheBallantines’ daughter

andson-in-law, Mr. andMrs. J.O.H. PitneyofMorristown, New

Jersey. ThecottagewasrenamedHillHouse whentheHon. andMrs.

TrumanH. NewberryofGrossePointeFarmsacquireditin. Mr.

NewberryservedasSecretaryoftheNavyunderPresidentTheodore

Roosevelt(–)andlaterasaU.S. Senator from Michigan (–

). In the early s, the cottagebecamethehomeofMrs. Pardon

MillerofProvidence. Itwaslater, briefly, thehomeoftheGregory

NottCampfamily. Thereafter, forthirtyyears(–), itwas

thehomeoftheRobertM. NelsonfamilyofNewYork. In, the

Nelsons’ granddaughter, NancyNelsonRichmond, soldthecottage

totheFrancisP. JenkinsfamilyofChappaqua, NewYork.

NextdoortoHillHouse isJusthome, laterSeaesta andWeonit. It

wasbuiltin forBradfordShinkleofCovington, Kentucky, who

waspresidentoftheCovington& CincinnatiBridgeCo., andofthe

ChampionIceCompanyandtheCincinnatiTobaccoWarehouse

Co.234 HebecameamemberoftheMisquamicutGolfClubin,

theyearofitsincorporation. Bornin, hediedin.235

A. CliffordShinkleofCincinnati, whosefamilynextowned

Justhome, wastheoldestsonofBradfordShinkle. Hebecamepresi-

dentoftheCentralTrustCompanyandtheFourth& CentralTrust

CompanyofCincinnati. HewasalsopresidentoftheHistoricaland

PhilosophicalSocietyofOhioandoftheCincinnatiChamberof

Commerce. HowardHugheswasaguestoftheShinkles’ daughter,

KateShinkle, atJusthome inthes. MissShinklewasappointed

thefirstwomanharbormasteroftheTownofWesterlyin.

AnothersonofBradfordShinklewasA. CliffordShinkle’syounger

half-brother, BradfordShinkle, Jr., who, asnotedearlier, wouldliveat

Meadowcrest onWapanRoad.

Justhome wasthehomeoftheJ. D. WoosterLambertfamily,

–, and, renamed Seaesta, of the George Lauder family, –.

TheRichardC. Kingfamilyacquiredthepropertyin. Theroof-

topobservationroomisalate-twentieth-centuryaddition.

BetweentheShinklepropertyandthatoftheOceanHouse,

directlyacrossfromChapelLane, thethirdoftheseBluff Avenue

cottagesisSunnandene. Builtofstuccoandhalftimberin for

MissSophieMoenofBoston, itwaslaterownedbyMissJulia

HowardBushof Troy, NewYork, whowasagranddaughterof

JamesL. Howard. In, Sunnandene becamethehomeofthe

ThomasF. MoorefamilyofWesterly, includingThomasF. Moore,

Jr., GeorgeC. Moore, andSusanMoore. Moorewaspresidentof

theGeorgeC. MooreCo. SusanMooreandherhusband, DeanF.

Markham, andtheir family acquired the cottage and lived there

from the s to the s. Markhamservedasexecutivedirector

ofPresidentJohnF. Kennedy’sCommissiononNarcoticandDrug

AbuseandalsoasdirectorofthePresident’sCouncilonPhysical

Fitness. Thecottagecontinuesinthefamily, ownedbytheRandolph

G. Aboodfamily. Mrs. AboodwasMarionMarkham, whohad

grownupthere.

AcrossBluff AvenueanddownChapelLaneisasmallcottage

knownasBreezeCote, whichprobablyservedasagarageandchauf-

feur’scottageforWilliamC. HastingsofYonkers, NewYork; itwas

builtabout. HastingswasanephewofJamesL. Howard, and

his cottage was one of the buildings destroyed in the great fire of .

Still further down a driveway from Chapel Lane is Sea View, later

Sea Down, builtabout onpropertyformerlyoftheColonial

House, whichalsofellvictimtothatfire. ItwasbuiltforMissJulia

HowardBush, whomovedtherefromSunnandene. Anothercottage

Reproduction is Prohibited



Reproduction is Prohibited

      

belongingtoMissBushstoodjusttotheeastofSeaDown andhad

alsobeenlosttothefire. In, SeaDown becamethehomeof

thefamilyofMrs. LouiseDeKovenPhelpsofLakeForest, Illinois,

andofherson, HubbardPhelps. Mrs. Phelps, overathirty-oneyear

period, –, wonfourteenWomen’sMisquamicutClubgolf

championships. Mrs. HubbardPhelps(NancyDrakePhelps)was

MissRheingoldof. HubbardPhelps, anotedphotographer, was

twiceCommodoreoftheYachtClub.

NexttotheChapelstandsthecottageoriginallyknownasthe

CollinsCottage, builtin forHowardS. Collins. Collinswasthe

owneroftheCollinsAxeCompany, locatedinCollinsville, Connec-

ticut. Thecompanymanufacturedqualitycuttingtools, includingaxes

andmachetes. Themachetesparticularlywerevaluedasharvesting

toolsinsugarcanegrowingcountries. Collins, togetherwithEdward

S. Brewer, thenowneroftheOceanHouse, whoselotonthecorner

ofBluff AvenueandPlimptonRoadabutstheChapellot, contributed

additionalpropertyalongtherearoftheChapeltotheChapelSoci-

etyinordertofacilitateitsexpansionin–.

In, theGordonJ. Andersonfamilyacquiredthecottage, for

whichtheyusednoname. Dr. AndersonandMrs. Anderson(Mary

Isabel Patton Anderson), a registered nurse, had together founded

the MargaretEdwardAndersonHospital, whichwaslocatedonthe

westerlysideofWatchHillRoad, northofAvondale. Thisprivate

hospital opened in  and functioned on a full-time basis until

. TheAndersons’ daughter, JoanAndersonAtterbury, didnot

recall any patient being turned away for lack of funds even in the

days beforeinsuranceplansandguaranteedpaymentsystems. “Those

whocouldnotpaywouldoftenbarterfortheirtreatmentsand

suppliedthe hospital with fresh fish, clams and vegetables or other

services.”236 In, thecottagebecamethehomeofMrs. Atterbury

andherhusband, HenryC. Atterbury, ofWestport, Connecticut.

AttheheadofBluff Avenue, asPlimptonRoadturnsintoWest-

erlyRoad, arefourcottages. Twoofthese, atthetopofPlimpton

RoadasitmeetsBluff Avenue, werebuiltforJ. FrankChamplin, then

proprietoroftheOceanHouse: Intercrest, builtin, andbehind

itAltomare, oftenreferredtoasAltomary, builtin–. During

Champlin’sownership, thesecottagesservedaslodgesoftheOcean

House. TheywerelaterownedbyJudgeJohnFerguson, whoacquired

themfromtheChamplinfamilyin. In, theywereacquired

byHenrySaglio, ofGlastonbury, Connecticut. Saglio, apoultry

geneticist, wascalled“fatherofthepoultryindustry” byhisfriend

andcolleague, FrankPerdue. AtWatchHillheservedasapresident

oftheChapel. TheSagliosrenamedIntercrest, StoneHen.

Nextaretwocottageswhich, thoughnotownedbytheOcean

House, mayfromtimetotimehavebeenrentedbyandservedas

Ocean House cottages. On the same side of Westerly Road and

across fromtheOceanHouseisRussula, laterTredegar, builtin

asarentalpropertyforDr. WilliamH. Merrill, whowasmarried

to Anna K. Phelps, also known as Anna Kinsman Merrill, the sister

of DudleyPhelps. Thepropertywaspartofthetractwhichher

grandfather, GovernorCatlin, hadownedandwhichsheandher

sister, MissMaryC. Phelps, hadinherited. FrederickBrooksof

BrooksBrotherswasanearlyoccupantofthecottage. Theproperty

wasacquiredbytheGregoryNottCampfamilyin andbythe

MissesFrancesandKateDavisShinklein. In, Tredegar

becamethehomeoftheWilliamJ. MillerfamilyofPittsburgh. Mrs.

Miller(MurielMcKaigMiller)hadspentsummersinthesand

sattheOceanHousewithhergrandparents, Dr. andMrs. F.

RaymondHolland, andherstepfather, MoorheadB. Holland. Dr.

HollandwasthefirstdirectorofPittsburgh’sCarnegieMuseum. An

accomplishedathlete, Murielplayedbaseballinthecottagecolony

gamesasamemberoftheIvyteam. LatershewontheMisquamicut

Club’swomen’sgolfchampionshipeleventimesbetween and

, aswellasseveralwomen’ssinglesanddoublestennistitles. In

thelates, theMillerscametoliveyear-roundatWatchHill,

movingtoacottage, Prospect, ontheriver. TheirNewYear’sEve

dinnerpartieswereafestivefeatureoftheholidays, repletewithmid-

nightfireworksontheterraceabovethefrigidriver.

Next door to the east, as Westerly Road turns at the Ocean House,

isRedTop, alsobuiltin asarentalpropertyforDr. Merrill. Red

Top, likeTredegar, islocatedonformerCatlinland. Thecottage was

first occupied by Miss Helen C. Frick of Pittsburgh. Miss Fricklater

builttheresearchlibraryatherfather’s, HenryClayFrick’s, Fifth

Avenuemansion, whichbecametheFrickCollectionafterhisdeath

in. FrickhimselfbecameamemberoftheMisquamicutClubin

. Between and, RedTop wasownedbytheGregory

NottCamps. In, thecottagebecamethehomeoftheJamesB.

DowningfamilyofLondon.

OnthehillaboveistheCatlinCottage, mentionedearlier. In

, thecottagebecamethehomeoftheFloydT. Starrfamilyof
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Twoareasabitapartfromthemajorcottagecolonydevelopmentsare

worthnoting, although, curiously, theywerenotincludedinthearea

designatedastheWatchHillHistoricDistrict. TheyaretheBreen

Roadneighborhood, locatedacrossPotter’sCovefromtheWatch

HillFarmsubdivision, andtheclusterofcottagesonEastHillsRoad.

BreenRoad

In , James W. Taylor of New York acquired the point property

of the Breen farm at the end of Breen Road. Over the next two years,

Taylor built three cottages there, one for himself and one each for his

daughters, Dorothy Taylor Gutterson (Mrs. Wilder Gutterson) and

Elizabeth Taylor Russell (Mrs. John F. Russell). Taylor’s own house,

the middle of the three and known as Midway, was the first built. The

Russell house, Snug Harbor, located at the northerly end of the point,

was next, followed by the Gutterson cottage, known as Potter Cove or

River House, located at the southerly end and completed in .

In, Mrs. Russellwasoneofthefirstwomenadmittedtothe

New York Bar. Her son-in-law, Charles S. Whitman, Jr., who was

the sonofCharlesS. Whitman, whoservedasGovernorofNewYork

(– ), himselfservedasajudgeofNewYorkCity’sCivilCourt.

JudgeWhitmanwasbothpresidentoftheChapelandmoderatorof

theFireDistrict(–). Mrs. CharlesS. Whitman, Jr. ( Janet

RussellWhitman)servedtwiceaspresidentoftheImprovement

Societyandcouldbereliedupontosettleanyparliamentaryquestion

that might arise in any community meeting.The Whitmans’ daughter-

in-law, ChristineToddWhitman(Mrs. JohnR. Whitman), was

governorofNewJersey(–)and, subsequently, administrator

oftheU.S. EnvironmentalProtectionAgencyunderPresident

Philadelphia. StarrwasabrotherofMrs. MorrisLloyd(HopeStarr

Lloyd)ofThePoint andofEdwardJ. Starr, Jr., whosecottageon

Napatree, SunnyBeach, wasdestroyedbytheHurricaneof.

Justtotheeast, atthefootofthehill, isTheSnuggery, which

wasbuiltabout asarentalpropertyforGeorgeN. Burdickof

Westerly. In, renamedCragsmoor, itbecamethehomeofMr.

andMrs. PaulJ. MooreaftertheirfamilycottageonNapatreewas

destroyed. In, itbecamethehomeoftheArthurRiordanfamily.

Mrs. RiordanwasMargueriteRiordan, anotedantiquarian and dealer

in early American antiques. From  to , the cottage was the

home of the O. Gilbert Brim family of New York. Brim, a sociologist,

was president of the Russell Sage Foundation.

AcrossthestreetistheoldDistrictII Schoolhouse, builtin

andusedassuchuntil. AfterthefireofOctober destroyed

theWatchHillHouse, MissJaneGreyStevenson, whohadoperated

hergiftandantiquesshop, “LittleShop,” there, relocatedittothe

Schoolhouse. Laterstill, in, theSchoolhousewasconvertedtoa

privateresidencebyMr. andMrs. JohnC. NewmanofMiddletown,

Connecticut. TheEdwardP. SchellfamilyofGreenwichacquiredit

in andrenovatedandenlargedit.

Next to the Schoolhouse, at the northeasterly corner of the

Ocean House property, were in succession two structures that are

no longer standing. Anearly-twentieth-centuryphotographtaken

fromtheOceanHouseandencompassingabroadviewtotheeast

showsa verysubstantialgabledVictorianQueenAnnecottage,

directlytotheeast. Anexaminationofthestonewallrunningfrom

theOceanHousetotheSchoolhouserevealstwocutsinthewall

whichmusthaveledtoacircularwalkwaytothevanishedstructure.

Itisnotknownwhetheritburned, and, ifso, when. Anartist’sstudio

laterbuiltonthesitewasusedintheinterwaryearsofthetwentieth

centurybyartistC. BennettLinder, whopaintednumerousportraits

ofmembersofthecottagecolony, includingtheyoungDouglas

Fairbanks, Jr., theMissesOlgaandAnitaLihme, SenatorTruman

Newberry, and, aslateas, JohnH. Breck, Jr. Summeringat

WatchHill, LindnerlivedinNewYorkandmaintainedastudio

inCarnegieHall. Amonghisother subjects were King Gustav of

SwedenandHenryFord. AfterLinderceasedtouseit, thebuilding

wasabandonedandgraduallyfellintodecay, simplyrottingaway

underthebittersweetandothervegetationthatformanyyears

coveredthesite.
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ThetwoothercottagesonthecirclewereownedbytheHenry

C. RowefamilyofBath, Maine, from until. HenryRowe,

whohadcomefromNewHaven, wherehisfatherwasintheoyster

importationbusiness, wascreditedbySeasideTopics withbeing

“largelyinstrumentalin converting Long Island Sound into the

immense oysterfarmwhichitnowis.”238

On the northerly side of the circle is the cottage known originally

as Barrocentra. In the s, when owned by the Rowes, it was occu-

pied by Mr. and Mrs. William English Walling of Greenwich, Con-

necticut. Walling, who had joined the Misquamicut Club in , was

one of a small number of millionaire socialists at the beginning of the

twentieth century. Born in Louisville, he played a major role in the

American labor movement. He worked closely with William Gompers

as a founder, in , of the National Women’s Trade Union League,

and following the  race riot in Springfield, Illinois, he played a

major role in founding the National Association for the Advancement

of Colored People (NAACP). Mrs. Walling (Anna Strunsky) was born

in Russia. She was heralded as the “Girl Socialist” of San Francisco at

the beginning of the twentieth century and coauthored an epistolary

novel with Jack London, The Kempton-Wace Letters, in .239 She

and her husband married shortly after they were in Russia together,

observingtheunfoldingofthefailedrevolutionof. In,

Walling, together with a number of prominent socialists, including

Upton Sinclair, broke with the Socialist Party and favored American

intervention in the World WarI. Until his death in , he continued

his social reform activism, working with the American Federation of

Labor (AFL) and writing prolifically. His  book, American Labor

and American Democracy, was praised as an important statement of the

principles and policies of the American organized labor movement.240

Barrocentra wasownedfrom until bythe Stephen

Somersfamily. In, asthehomeofthefamilyofBaronand

BaronessGregorsWedell-WedellsborgofNewYork, itwasrenamed

Esta-Es-Su-Casa.

AcrossthecircleisContremer, ownedbythefamilyofEdithL.

BauerleinofNewOrleansfrom until, whenitbecamethe

homeoftheGeorgeC. MastersonfamilyofWeston, Connecticut.

Justtothenorthofthecircle, abuttingthepropertiesonwhich

Contremer andBarrocentra stand, isthecottageknownasMaisonette,

whichwaslongthehomeoftheCharlesF. Hammondfamilyof

Winter Park, Florida, the publishers of Seaside Topics. It was burned

in thesandsubsequentlyrebuilt.

GeorgeW. Bush. Hermother-in-law, JanetWhitman, humorously

wonderedwhethershemightbeeligibleforinclusionintheGuinness

Book of Records as the only woman to be both the daughter-in-law and

themother-in-lawofagovernor. Taylordescendantswerestillliving

atPotterCove andSnugHarbor intheearlytwenty-firstcentury.

EastHillsRoad

AlsoapartfromtheearlymajorsubdivisionsofWatchHillisthe

neighborhoodofEastHillsRoad, oncecalledGriscomRoad.237

EastHillsRoad, whichrunseasterlyfromWatchHillRoadtoa

pointonthegolfcourseacrossfromtheclubhousenearthetenth

tee, hasthedistinctionofbeingoneofthelastunpavedroadsinthe

WatchHillFireDistrict. Itruns, bywayofarightfork, toacircle

aroundwhicharelocatedthreecottages, builtcirca. In,

FrancesC. Griscom(Mrs. ClementA. Griscom)boughtasubstantial

tract, includingthepropertiesonwhichthesecottagesstand, from

EthelA. Burnet, anditisMrs. Griscomwhobuiltthecottages.

Thefirst, ontherightsideoftheroadasitformsthecircle, is

Wendover, thelong-timecottageofthenotedlandscapearchitect

MarianC. CoffinofNewHavenandNewYork, whodesigned

theVillagepark. A graduateof MIT, Coffinwasonlythe

secondwoman to be elected to the American Society ofLandscape

Architects. SomeofhermostimportantworkwasinDelaware,

atHenryFrancisduPont’sWinterthurestateandattheUniversity

ofDelaware, wheresheservedasuniversityarchitect, –; but

herinfluentialprivateclientelewasnationwide. Coffinacquired

thepropertyfromMrs. Griscom, whocalleditAraconda, in

andsummeredthereuntil. ThecottagewasownedbytheJohn

T. Hornblowfamilyfrom until, whenitwasacquiredby

theDooneyfamily.
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TheJuly NationalRegisterof HistoricPlacesInventory –

Nomination Form for the Watch Hill Historic District characterized

thebuildingsofWatchHillasfollows:

Althoughanumberofnewbuildingshavebeenconstructed

here in the past forty-five years, Watch Hill remains pri-

marily aproductofitsdevelopmentasaresortduringthe

yearsfrom to. Thehousesinthedistrictexemplify

Americandomesticarchitectureofthelatenineteenthand

earlytwentiethcentury. Theyillustratetheuseofeclecticism

tocreateaformofarchitecturalexpressionbasedonaninven-

tivesynthesisofelementsadaptedfromhistoricalsources…

Thiscountry-housearchitectureforthewell-to-dorepre-

sentedtheepitomeofgoodtaste…

ThehousesatWatchHillarealsonotableasacollection

ofbuildingsbyarchitectsfromallovertheUnitedStates, a

consequenceofthecommoncustominresortcommunitiesof

seasonalresidentsbringinginoutsidearchitectsforcommis-

sions, usuallybutnotalwaysfromthe patrons’ home towns.

Among the architects who worked at WatchHillwerepeople

distinguishedintheirownlocalitiesandthoseofnational

reputation, togetherwithsomewhosebackgroundscannotbe

readilytraced.

WatchHillisaremarkablywellpreservedhistorical

communitynotableforitsarchitecturalandenvironmental

qualityanditsevocationofanimportantphaseinAmerican

socialhistory.241
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 TheHudsonRiverSchoolpainterAlbertBierstadt( – )visitedWatchHillinthelatesandpaintedthisshimmeringimage
(oilonpaper)of theGreatBluff andEastBeach. Itshowsrocksoff thepointintheforeground, apicnicpartyatthefootof thebluff, andfishing
boatsoff thecoast. Thepainting, datingfrom –  andinaprivatecollection, showstheGreatBluff asbarrenandundeveloped.
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 “ ” — alternativelyknownasthe“GreatBluff,” the“GreatBank,” or“Lookout

Hill” — thehighestpointalongtheshore, someseventyfeetabovesealevelandcommanding

anearly-degreeviewofthecoastfromeasttowest(figs. ‒) — BlockIslandSound,

FishersIslandSound, LongIslandSound, andLittleNarragansettBay — wasalwaysofkey

strategicimportance. TheIndianswatchedfromthebluff for hostile tribes approaching by water,

aswellasforwhalesandschoolsoffish. Asearlyasthes, duringtheFrenchandIndian

Wars, theColonyofRhodeIslandandProvidencePlantationsestablishedabeaconorwatch

toweratthepoint. Denisonreports:

WatchHillwasthepointoflookout. Thispromontorywassonamedfroma“watchtower”

and“signalstation” builtthere, onBearHill, duringtheoldFrenchwarin[]. Theoldsignal

wasfireandsmoke, — smokebyday, andfirebynight. Thiswatchtowerwasrenewedinthe

Revolutionbythe“guard” ofthecoast, lookingoutforBritishshipsandbarges.242

DenisonfurtherrelatesthestoryofVenture, aformerslavewholivednearWatchHilland,

duringtheRevolutionaryWar, wascapturedbytheBritishashefishedoffthepoint.243

MaryAgnesBestconfirmsthat“Inallthewars, ColonialandAmerican, WatchHillhas

beenastrategicpoint.”244 Shenotesthatin, theWesterlymilitiawasorderedtotheHillto

throwupearthworks, andthatin, OliverBurdickwaspaid$ fortheuseofhishousenear

WatchHillbeachasaguard-house. DuringtheWarof8, whenStoningtonwasbombarded

in8, theWesterlymilitiawasstandingbyattheHilltorepelanyattemptatlanding.

Theearlywatchwasintendedasawarningsystemfornavalattack, ratherthanasanavi-

gationalaid. ButfromColonialtimestothepresent, morethanonehundredvessels are reported

tohavebeenwreckedatWatchHilloronitssurroundingreefs.245 ThefirstWatchHillbeacon

wasdestroyedduringastormin8 andwasnotreplaceduntilCongressprovidedforthe

erectionofanotherstructurein8. PresidentThomasJeffersonsignedtheActauthorizing

TheWatchHill&WatchHillPoint
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 Thisviewof about fromthe same vantage
point as Bierstadt’spainting(fig. )showsthe
WatchHillHouseontheleftand, ontheright, the
firstcottagesalongEastBeachand, mostprominently,
theAndersonwindmill.

 By thefirst decade of thetwentiethcentury, theBettle
cottageknownas“Napatree” appearsatthewesterly
footof thestillundevelopedWatchHill. Higheronthe
hill, thecottageknownas“TheKedge” isalsovisible.

 In – , theWatchHill
wasradicallychangedbythe
buildingof theSnowdencottage,
“HolidayHouse.” Thisview
showsthegraniteblocksthat
werebroughtintofortifythe
bluff afteritwasseverelyunder-
minedinthe hurricane.
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thenewlighthouseonJanuary, 8. OnMay ofthatyear, GeorgeandThankfulFoster

soldWatchHillPoint, containingaboutfouracres, totheLighthouseServiceoftheUnited

States. Ameetingofthefreemen(voters)oftheTownofWesterlyhadpreviouslyvotedtogive

allrightsandinterestoftheTowntotheStateofRhodeIsland, sothatthestatecouldinturn

cedeallrightsandinteresttothefederalgovernment. Thenewlighthouse, constructedofwood

andshinglesandconsistingofathirty-footroundtower, wascompletedin8. Abankoften

whaleoillampssuppliedthelight. Ahousealsowasbuiltforthekeeperandhisfamily. These

structuresstoodforalmostfiftyyears, untildestroyedbyastormin8.

Bythatdate, erosionofthepointbytheactionofthewaveshadbecomesevere. Whencon-

structionofanewlighthousebegan, thebuildingwassetbacksomefiftyfeetnorthwestofthe

earliersite. Thenewstructure, constructedofgreatblocksofgrayWesterlygraniteandcom-

pletedin86, wastheforty-five-foot, three-storytowerweknowtoday. Itwascappedwitha

cast-ironandglasslantern, andcontainedasingleFresnelfourth-orderlens.246 Anadjoining

housewasbuiltforthekeeperandhisfamily. Inanattempttohalttheerosionofthepoint, the

naturalformofthebluff wasalteredbytheplacementthereofhugegraniteblocks, alsotaken

fromtheWesterlyquarries(fig. ).

FurtherchangesonthepointincludedtheconstructionoftheWatchHillLifeSaving

Station, justinsidethegate, in8. Thenewfacilitywasbuiltinresponsetothepublicoutcry

thatfollowedthesinkingofthesteamerMetis off EastBeachintheearlymorningofAugust

 Thisviewof thelighthouse
andthepointshowsthemassive
graniteblocksthatwereplaced
therein tocontrolsevere
erosion. Thecrowdisgatheredto
watchanincomingwreck.
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, 8 (fig. ). Theheroicbutlargelyfutileeffortsoftherescuersdramaticallyillustratedhow

ill-preparedthecommunitywastomeetamaritimedisasterinitswaters. Thatevent, evena

halfcenturylater, wasreferredtoas“thegreatestdisasterof[the]NewEnglandCoast.”247 Ina

southeastgale, inpredawndarknessshortlybefore a.m., theProvidence-boundNewYork‒

Providencenightboat, theNeptuneLinesteamerMetis, heavilyloadedwithacargoofcotton

forthetextilemillsofNewEngland, andcarryingpassengers, collidedapproximatelyfivemiles

southofWatchHillPointwiththeschoonerNettieCushing. TheMetis wasamoderntwo-

hundred-footpropeller-drivensteamer, anexceptiontotheside-paddle-wheelvesselsthatmade

upthebulkofLongIslandSoundshippingatthetime. Aninspectionbelowdecksrevealedno

seriousdamageandnowatercomingin. Tragically, therefore, aidfromanotherpassingsteamer,

Nereus, wasrejected, andtheMetis proceededonherway. Butinfacttheschooner’sbowsprit

hadpenetratedawatertightcompartment, andsomehalf-houraftertheimpact, waterrushed

inandthesteamerbegantosink. Therewasaninadequatenumberoflifeboats, althoughthose

passengerswhoescapedfromthehullandthestateroomsappeartohavebeenequippedwith

lifepreservers. Somepassengersclungtobalesofcottonthatweresweptoverboard, whilesome

fifty-threepassengersmanagedtoreachthehighorhurricanedeck, whichfinallybrokeaway

astheshipfounderedandsank. Thedeckwassweptshorewardandtowardthebreakersonthe

beachbelowtheOceanHouse.

Atdawn, J.C. Gavitt, theheadporteroftheLarkinHouse, climbedthehillanddiscovered

thedisaster. Bestrecordshisexperienceasreportedinalettertohisniece: “Rainwasfalling, a

 InitsSeptember, ,
issue, Harper’sWeekly published
thisdramaticengravingof the
lifesavingeffortsundertakenin
theaftermathof thewreckof
thesteamerMetis, onAugust ,
. TheOceanHouseisseen
justtotherightof center, the
firstWatchHillHouse, flagflying,
totheleftand, totheright, the
“CatlinCottage.”Reproduction is Prohibited
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highgaleblowing, ‘breakerslikeyoungmountains’ werehittingtheshorewiththeroarofthun-

der. WhatatfirstseemedtoGavittstorm-tossedseaweed, hesoondiscoveredwaswreckage,

towhichhumanbeingsclung.”248 UponanalarmfromGavitt, twoboatswerelaunched, one

fromthepointandonefromthebeach, andacallwentoutforassistancefromStonington. The

RevenuecutterMoccasin arrivedatnoon. CaptainDanielF. Larkin, agefifty-five, aretiredlight

keeperandtheowneroftheLarkinHouse, putoutwestofthepointinatwenty-footmetal

boat, whichhadbeensuppliedbytheMassachusettsHumaneSociety(aprimemoverinthe

establishmentoflifesavingstations), withCaptainJaredS. Crandall, thelightkeeper; Albert

Crandall; Larkin’ssonFrank; andByronGreen. BoatcaptainJohnHarveyandcrewmen

CourtlandGavitt, EdwardNash, EugeneNash, andWilliamNashlaunchedaseineboatfrom

EastBeach. Crowdsgatheredonthebeachtowatchastheboatsfoughttheirwaythrough

thetremendousseas.

Asthehurricanedeckandotherdebrisapproachedthebeach, observersthereprepared

forrescue. Safetylinesweretiedaboutthewaistsofthosewhoweretoenterthesurf, eachline

heldbyseveralotherswhoweretodrawtherescuerandtherescuedtothebeach. Butatthe

outerlineofthebreakers, thedeckfailed. AsHarper’sWeekly describedthesceneinanarticle

threeweekslater,

Attheouterbreakerthefraildeck, floatingbroadsideup, wasseentowaveandbendlikeafieldof

rottedice; then, liftedbyasucceedingwave, thedeckinclinedtowardtheshoreforaninstant, a

followingseacapsizedthedeck, andcrushedittofragments...Thesurfatthismomentwasfilled

withhumanbeingsstrugglingamidstfragmentsofwreck.249

Rescuersontheshorebegantohaulthelivingandthedeadfromtheragingwaters.

Accountsofthecasualtiesdiffergreatly. Therewereapparentlymanymoreonboardthan

the onthepassengerlistandthecrewofforty-five. DanielF. LarkinII, grandsonofthe

lifeboatcaptain, wroteintheWesterlySun in8that“Stateroomcapacitywasoversold —

peopleweresleepingandsittinginallavailableplacesinpublicroomsandpassages. Bodieswere

recoveredforseveralweeksfromtheshoresofBlockIslandSound, fromtheshoresofBlock

IslandandtheRhodeIslandcoastasfareastasPointJudith.”250 AletterfromCaptainLarkin,

datedDecember, 8, andpublishedbytheyoungerLarkin, isthesourceofinformationthat

thirty-threeweresavedbytherescueboats, thirty-twobythelifeboatandtheseineandoneby

theMoccasin.251 Thereisnorecordofthenumberwhoreachedsafetyonthebeachorofthe

numberofbodieswashedupthere.

DanielF. LarkinII believedthatthelossoflifeapproximated. Ontheotherhand, an

early-twenty-first-centuryaccountcitesthelistof saved, publishedbytheNarragansett

Weekly afewdaysaftertheincident, aspossiblyhavingbeenmisinterpretedbylatersourcesas

beingthenumberofthoselost, andsuggeststhatthenumberofthedeadmayhavebeencloser
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 TheLifeSavingStationabout. Ithadbeenbuiltsometwentyyears
earlieraftertheMetis disaster.

 ThesecondLifeSavingStationandcrewabout.

totwenty-five. Giventheenormousimpactofthetragedyatthetimeandinlegend, knowing

thattheshipwasseverelyovercrowded, andrecognizingtheLarkinfamily’smajorroleinthe

event, itishardnottoimaginethatamuchgreaternumberdidinfactlosetheirlives.252

Ayearafterthetragedy, CongressauthorizedPresidentUlyssesS. Granttoawardgold

medalsforheroismtoeachofthemenwhohadmannedtheboats. In88Congressauthorized

theconstructionofaLifeSavingStation, andthenewfacilitywasbuiltthefollowingyear;

DanielF. LarkinwasappointeditsfirstCaptain. Thenewstructure, builtbyC. Maxson&Co.,

wastwo-storied, withtheupperstorycontainingaKeeper’sRoom, aCrewRoom, astoreroom,

andaporch(fig. ). Lookingbackon the tragedy, Seaside Topics reported in  on the improved

capabilitythathadbeenachieved:

TheWatchHillU.S. CoastGuardCaptainW. H. Davisincommandofacrewofsevenmennow

patrolsthebeachinsearchofshipsindistress. Ifthepresentself-righting, self-bailinglifeboat, as

largeasanyinthecoastguardservicecouldhavebeenputoutonthatmemorableAugust, the

wreckoftheMetis mightnotholdsuchaprominentplaceinthetragediesofthesea.253
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AnewLifeSavingStationbuildingwaserectedonthehighgroundjustinsidethelight-

housepropertyin andusedasadwellingforthecrew(fig. ). Itwasshingled, painted

white, withthreestoriesandaturret. About, anewboathousewasbuilt, onlytobewashed

off itsfoundationsbytheHurricaneof8.254 The8 stationdisappearedbetween and

8, asnosignofitappearsinthewreckageleftbythehurricane.255 Afterthehurricane, two

newstructures, agarageandmaintenanceshop(onthesiteofthe8 building)andanew

boathouse(onthesiteofthe building), werecompletedthefollowingyear. Thestation

remainedactiveuntil, whenitwasplacedonaLightandLookoutbasisandrelievedof

searchandrescuework. The stationdwellingandthetwosupportingstructureswere

abandonedin. ThestationwasturnedovertotheWatchHillFireDepartmentandburned

inafirefightingexerciseinMayofthatyear. Thegarageandboathouseweredismantled.

Fewtracesofthelifesavingstationremain. Ironrunnersfortheboatsandpilingscanstill

beseenrunningintothewatersofFishersIslandSoundfromthesiteoftheboathouse. Thesite

ofthe stationbuildingitselfisstillidentifiablebytheconcretestepsandwalkwaysthat

runfromtheroadtotheknollonwhichthebuildingstood. Yetanotherstructurewasbuilton

 Aviewof about fromthe
lighthousetotheWatchHilland
thehotels, theAtlanticHouseon
thefarleft, nexttheLarkinHouse,
and, center, theWatchHillHouse.
TheOceanHouseisvisibleabove
thecrestof thehill.
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 Vacationersstrollthebeachinthis viewof thepointfromthebaseof theWatchHill.

 Aviewof thepointfromEastBeachabout showsboththe
secondandthefirstlifesavingstations.

 TheviewfromtheWatchHillabout.
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thepointandisnomore. AtthebeginningoftheSecondWorldWar, theCoastGuarderected

arectangular, whiteconcreteobservationtowerontheeasterlysideofthepoint, adjacenttothe

oldoilbuilding, lateramuseum. Thetowerwasrazedafterthewar; notraceremains.

TheWatchHillwasoriginallywooded, butitstooddeforestedandbarebythenineteenth

centuryandevenintothes(fig. ). BelowtheHill, asandyroadwounditsway, unwalled,

betweentheocean(BlockIslandSound)ontheeastandFishersIslandSoundonthewest,

tothetipofWatchHillPoint(figs. ‒). TheWatchHillitselfstoodopentotheseainto

theearlytwentiethcentury. ButafterMrs. GeorgeG. Snowdenbuilthercottageatitstop, in

‒, a seawall was constructedatitsbase(seefig. ; seealsofig. ). Evenso, thebluff was

severelyerodedinthe8hurricane. Itwasreportedthattheseawallwashardlydamaged, as

itwasunderwaterallthroughthestorm, butthesandfaceofthebluff wasblownandwashed

away, cutbacksomethirtyfeet, almosttothefoundationsoftheterrace. Three-hundred-pound

capstoneswereblownoff theterracewall.256 Followingthestorm, thebluff, likethepoint, was

fortifiedbygraniteblocks, someweighingasmuchasfifteenthousandtons, broughtdownfrom

theWesterlyquarries(fig. ). Theseshieldeditsentireseawardface. SeasideTopics credited

Mrs. SnowdenwithsavingtheWatchHillforthefuture:

LongbeforeMrs. Snowdenbuilthervillaonitstop, theseahadbeennibblingawayandmost

WatchHillitesfearedthatsomebigstormwouldcarryitoff altogether. Intheolddaysthere

wasnothingtostopthewindfromblowingawayitssurfacesandandnoseawalltostopthe

breakersfromtearingintoit. Youngstersusedtohelpitsdestructionbyrunningdown, carrying

thesandwiththem. Everyyearsomeofthehilldroppedoff atthetop...AndsoWatchHill

maynowbecountedontostandfarintothefuture. Ifitisnotarock-ribbedhill, atleastithas

somerocksonitsside.257

 AftertheHurricaneof ,
theseverelyerodedWatchHillwas
stabilizedbygiganticgraniteblocks.
Theruinsof “Napatree” arevisible
beyondthewall.

Reproduction is Prohibited



Reproduction is Prohibited

 Spectacularsurf alongEastBeachattheendof awinterstorm.
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 ,  ,    havealwaysbeenrecognizedasoneofthegreat

naturaltreasuresofWatchHill. So, too, arethefreshpondsthatdotthepeninsula. Inhis

descriptionofthisarea, J. R. Colein observed: “TheEastBeachisoneofthegrandest

attractionsoftheplace. Onthismagnificentshorethesurfneverceases. Herethereisnobar

outside, andthedeepwatercontinuessoneartheshorelinethatthegreatwavesbreakand

thunderatone’sfeetcontinually.”258

ThepartnersoftheEverettFarmSyndicateattachedsignalimportancetoEastBeachin

theirsubdivisionplans. Then, andformanydecadesthereafter, theoceanatEastBeachwas

perceivedasbeingdistinctlydangerous. Thebeachwassplendidforpromenading, andthe

surfmadefordramaticviewing(fig. ), butseabathingwasconsideredbestenjoyedinquieter

waters, suchasthosealongNapatree, inFishersIslandSound, andintheleeofLighthouse

Point. CharlesL. Norton, inhis AmericanSeasideResorts, writtenoveradecadebeforethe

Everettsubdivision, commentedonthetwobeaches.

Thesurfonthisbeach[Napatree]isalwaysmoderate. Thewriterhasbathedthereinsafetywhen

asouth-easterwashurlingseasheavyenoughtoswampafrigateupontheouter[East]beach,

withinfiveminutes’ walk.

Lastofallisthisouterbeach, whichowingtotheundertow, isconsidereddangerousfor

bathers. Itis, however, unsurpassedasapromenade, and, whenviewedfromthebluff, presentsa

scenewhichwillnotbereadilyforgotten.259

Deedstothelots, aslaidoutin, included“aperpetualrighttotheuseandenjoyment

oftheEastorAtlanticBeachasapromenadeorpleasureground,” definingthisareaofthe

beachas“astripoflandborderingtheAtlanticOcean, , feetinlength, andfiftyfeetin

width, boundednorthwesterlybyalinedrawnparalleltotheOceanshorefiftyfeetabovemean

EastBeach, the SaltPonds,&theFreshPonds
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highwatermark.”260 Itisinterestingtonotethatthelanguageofsomeofthedeedgrantsto

EastBeachcontainsadisclaimer, whichsuggeststhattheSyndicateownerswereconsidering

thepossibilityofsomedevelopmentonthebeachitself: “Butnothinghereincontainedshallbe

construed...toprevent[thegrantors]...frombuildingapierorpiersorbreakwatersacrossor

uponthesaidbeach, withallnecessaryorconvenientdriveways, approachesandotherstructures

incidentalthereto.”261 Includedwastheright“toconstructworksonoracrosssaidbeachforthe

drainageoroverflow, orotherimprovementoftheadjacentponds, marshesorlands,” butitwas

alsoprovidedthatthereshouldbenosewagedischargedupon, across, orunderthebeach.262

ThematterofpropertyrightstoEastBeachandotherwaterfrontpropertycontinues

tobeanissueofmajorimportancetoWatchHill, tothestateofRhodeIsland, andtothe

visitingpublic. ItwasahundredyearsafterthesubdivisionoftheEverettFarmthattheoften-

contentiousissueoftheownershipofbeachpropertywasfinallydecidedunderRhodeIsland

law. In, theRhodeIslandSupremeCourtdeterminedthatthepublic, i.e., thestateof

RhodeIsland, controlsonlytheareabelowmeanhightide, orthewetsandbeach. Therestis

private, althoughrights-of-wayexisttopermitthepublicaccesstothewetsandbeachandthe

ocean. Thedecisionisahighlytechnicalone, which, inpracticaleffect, limitstheareaofshore-

linepublicusetothewater.263

Withtheexceptionofthedeededpromenade, thedrysandbeachofEastBeachisowned

privatelybytheownersoftheabuttinglotsandtheownersofinterestsinthebeach, asin

Lot oftheEverettplat. Thatlot, dividedintosub-lots“‒” onthebeachitself, ranfrom

NianticAvenuepastManatuckAvenueandintothedunesinfrontofTheTimbers. Legally, it

wasdescribedasbeing“locatedontheoceanfrontsouthandeastofManatuckAvenue.” The

tractwascalledthe“SandDunes.” Evenatthetimethesubdivisionwasmade, thisproperty

 Anunusualwinterviewof EastBeach
intheearlyyearsof thetwentiethcentury.
Thewinterstormshavewashedawaysand,
revealingamassof shinglesanduncoveringa
portionof awreck. Inthebackgroundare
theWatchHillHouseandtheOceanHouse.
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wouldhavebeendifficulttodevelop, butownershipinitwasconsidereddesirableasconferring

rightstothebeach. TheSyndicatesoldLot off in /thsharestotheownersofthelots

abuttingManatuckAvenueanditsextensionasthepathalongthedunes, andtopurchasersof

otherlotsintheEveretttract. TheoriginalownerswereseventeenCincinnatiresidentsand

DavisC. Anderson, describedasofWatchHill, andShermanW. KnevalsofNewYork.264

Towardtheendofthetwentiethcentury, someoftheownersofthose /thinterestsgavethem

totheWatchHillFireDistrictandtheWatchHillConservancy.

In, theMisquamicutClubconstructeditsnewclubhouse. Thefollowingyear, itbuilta

modestbathingfacilityacrossMaschaugPond, onEastBeach. Wheelerdescribesthestructure:

Thebuildingitselfwas by feetwithshinglesiding. Therewereadozencabanasineach

wing, mostindividuallyowned, someforseasonallease. Therewereshowers, cold. Waterwas

pumpedfromawellintoanelevatedtank. Lifeguardonduty. Lifelinesintheseaandadiving

floatonorder.265

Accesstothebeachandthebathingfacilitywasatfirstbywayofasmallferry, which, pulled

byacable, madethetripinaboutaminuteandahalf, barringheadwinds. Theferrywasshortly

thereafterreplacedbyacauseway, whichranacrosstheponduntilitsdestructionintheHurri-

caneof. Todaytheonlyremnantsofthecausewayareseveral inconspicuous earthen mounds

risingoutofthepond, stillrunninginaroughlystraightlinetowardthebeach. Theright-of-

waythataccessedthecausewayisbyasmallgatesouthoftheClubdriveway, directlyopposite

theentrancetoMontegoRoad. Itishighlyunlikely, underthestateCoastalManagementPlan

ineffectsince, thattheClubwouldbepermittedtoreestablishaccessoverthepondtoits

half-mileofthebarrierbeach. Underthatplan, thestateisgivenstrictregulatorycontrolover

allactivitiesinthecoastalzone.266

WhilethesusceptibilityofcoastalstructuresinWatchHilltodestructionbytheseais

mostdramaticallyseeninthedevastationwroughtonNapatreebytheGaleof andbythe

twogreattwentieth-centuryhurricanes,  andCarol, thesearenottheonlyexamplesof

stormflooddevastationatWatchHill. AnumberofincidentshaveoccurredalongEastBeach.

Intheearliestdaysofsettlement, thehouseonEastBeachofEzekielGavitt — laterthesiteof

theOceanHouse — isreportedtohave“putouttoseainthegaleof.”267 IntheHurricaneof

, halfadozencottagesweredestroyedonEastBeach, threeofthemnearManatuckAvenue:

Longshore, Aloha, andacottageontheAloha property. Furthereastalongthebeach, threeothers

weresweptfromtheirfoundationsintoMaschaugPondandacrossOceanViewHighway.

Afterthehurricane, theMarstonsandtheWhitesbuilttheirbeachbungalowsattheManatuck

Avenuesites, buttheotherarearemainsundevelopedbarrierbeach, propertyoftheMisquam-

icutClub. InHurricaneCarol, thebungalowofMrs. RichardZiesing(formerlyMrs. W. King

White), builtonthesiteofLongshore, wasseverelydamaged.
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ThesaltpondsbehindtheEastBeachdunesarealsoanimportantfeatureofthecoastal

zone. Coledescribedthem, togetherwiththefreshwaterponds, in:

Therearealsoquiteanumberoflakelets, somesonearthebeachthattheyareoverwhelmedfrom

theoceanduringthewinterstorms, andcontinuebrackishalltheyearround. Othersfarther

inland, fedbynaturalsprings, arealwaysfresh. Thesesmallsheetsofwatercouldeasilybestocked

withfish, andatslightexpensecouldbeconvertedintoattractiveandsafeboatingandfishing

pondsforchildren.268

HistoricalphotographsshowpondsalloverWatchHill. Somehavedisappeared; othersofthe

dozenorsothatstillexistwereclearlymuchlargerinthelatenineteenthandearlytwentieth

centuriesthantheyaretoday.

Someofthesaltpondsthatareshownflowingtotheseanolongerdoso. Eventhosethat

havelongceasedtoberegularlyconnectedtotheseawereofteninthepastsubjecttotheinflow

ofseawaterfromperiodicstormsurgesoverthebarrierbeach. Inmanythisprocesshasceased

tooccur. Butitshouldbenotedthatalong-approvedtechniqueforthemanagementofsalt

pondsinRhodeIslandistheoccasionalbreachingofthebarrierbeachtopermittheoceanhigh

tidetoflushouttheponds, ortorelievestormflooding; thiswasstillprovided, bypermit, under

theCoastalManagementPlan.

PeckreportedthatthesmallpondatthefootofEverettAvenuewasatonetimetwicethe

sizeitwasin.269 KnownfirstasBrickHillPond, fromthemanufactureofbrickswhich

tookplacejustaboveitandbelowthehillonwhichtheoldSchoolhousestands, andthenas

AndersonPond, fromtheCincinnatifamilythatacquireditfromtheEveretttract, thatpond

onceextendedontoOceanHousepropertyandappearsinearlyphotographstohavebeenopen

 LookingfromNianticAvenueover
AndersonPondonaSeptemberafternoon
lateinthetwentiethcentury. Theopen
“lakelet” of thelatenineteenthcentury
hasbeengreatlyreducedbytheubiquitous
phragmites. “HighWatch” crownsthe
bluff inthedistance.
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tothesea. AbridgewasrequiredtopermitaccessacrossittoEastBeachoverEverettAvenue.

Ithasnotbeendirectlyconnectedtotheseaformanydecades, butnow, asanunintendedcon-

sequenceofsuccessfulconservationeffortstobuildupdunesalongEastBeachsince and

HurricaneCarol, eventheperiodicinfluxofstormseasnolongeroccurs. Thedropinsalinity

hasplayedapartinthechangingvegetativecompositionandconfigurationofthispond (fig. ).

Anothernearbypond, tothesouthoftheOceanHousebaseballfield(betweenthehotel

andEastBeach), wasknownasClayHolePond, andby Peckdescribeditashaving

beenfilledin.270 TheOceanHousebaseballfieldis, ofcourse, alsolonggone, asistheadjacent

WatchHillHousebowlingalley, whichwaslocateddownthehillfromBluff Avenue.

AfreshwaterpondontheSunshinePark property, southerlyofSequanRoad, hasvirtually

disappearedunderathickgrowthofscrubandvines. Thereductioninsizeofpondscontinues

tobeaphenomenon, especiallyasinvasivespeciesofplants, suchasphragmites, spreadandfill

inthemargins. Overtheyears, experimentaleffortshavebeenmadetoeradicatetheinvader

andtorestoreponds.271

ThematterofthesafetyofEastBeach, somuchaconcernintheearlydaysoftheresort,

remainsonetoday, evenasthenumbersofpeoplewhocometothebeachincrease. Thisis

especiallyproblematic, inasmuchasthebeachisprivate. Publicfundsmaynotbeavailableto

provideprotection, norshouldtheprivateownersassumetheexpenseandtheliabilityof

attemptingthemselvestoprovideit. Formanyyears, theOceanHousemaintainedalifeguard

onitsportionofthebeach. Afterthehotelceasedoperationattheendofthe season,

therewasnolongeralifeguardanywhereonthebeach, andin asummervisitordrowned

inhighwavesandriptides, thefirstsuchfatalityinmemory.

 LocalartistAlexanderFarnham
capturedEastBeachinthislate-twentieth-
centuryoilpainting, AftertheStorm.
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 InthisviewfromNapatreearound, themansardcupolaof thenewWatchHillHouseisthedominantfeatureonthehighgroundalong
LarkinRoadandBluff Avenue. Thesteep-pitchedroof of “By-the-Sea,” GovernorJamesLelandHoward’snewcottage, thefirsthouseinWatch
Hillbuilttobeusedasasummercottage, isvisiblejustbelowandtotherightof thehotel. TheLarkinHouse, litbytheafternoonsun, dominates
LighthousePointandcommandsviewsfromStoningtonandFishersIslandtoMontaukPoint, BlockIsland, andWeekapaugPoint.
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 , themosttraumaticeventsinthehistoryofWatchHillandthemost

dramaticchangesinWatchHill’slandscapehaveoccurredatNapatreePoint(fig. ). Denison

writesthatinlateeighteenthcentury, notonlywasNapatreePointheavilywooded, butalsoit

wassobroadthatitcontainedaswampandapondthatservedasahauntforfoxes. Suggesting

evengreaterbreadthinearliertimes, henotesfurtherthat“therootsofancienttreesnowfar

fromtheshore, arefrequentlytornupbythewavesinheavygales.”272 Itshouldbenotedthat

thePoint’snamecomesfromitswoodedcharacter, NapofTrees, “nap” beinganabbreviated

formofnapeorneck.

ThepointwasforeverradicallychangedbytheGreatGaleofSeptember, . Thisstorm

was, ofcourse, amajorhurricane. NorisittheonlyhurricanerecordedinNewEnglandbefore

. Nearlytwocenturiesearlier, anothergreatgalehadstrucktheNewEnglandshoreon

August, . Thatstorm, referredtosinceastheGreatColonialHurricane, struckPlymouth

Plantation, theninitsfifteenthyear, andtheMassachusettsBayColony, theninitsfifthyear.

MassachusettsGovernorJohnWinthropwroteinBostonthat“Thewindcausedthetidetorise

toaheightunknownbeforeanddrownedeightIndiansflyingfromtheirwigwams.”273 And

GovernorWilliamBradfordofPlymouthdescribeditas“suchamightystormofwindandrain

asnonelivingintheseparts, eitherEnglishorIndian, eversaw. Itbeganinthemorningalittle

beforeday, andgrewnotbydegreesbutcamewithviolenceinthebeginning, totheamazement

ofmany.”274 AlthoughnopartofRhodeIslandhadbeencolonizedasearlyas, Denison

reportsanaccountthataDoctorHolmesgaveofthestormhereabouts:

Anextremelyviolentstormofwindandrainfromthesoutheast, onthethofAugust, didgreat

injuryinNewEngland. Immensenumbersofforesttreesweredestroyed. Manyhouseswere

unroofed; manyblowndown; andtheIndiancornwasbeatentotheearth. Thetiderosetwenty
feetperpendicularly. AtNarragansett, thenativeswereobligedtoclimbtreesforsafety; yet, thetide
of floodreturningbeforetheusualtime, manyof themweredrowned.275

NapatreePoint
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Denisonwritesofthe stormthatitaffectedthecoastchieflybetweenNewBedfordand

NewHaven, nowheremoreseverelythanontheNarragansettshore:

Theoceanwave, raisedbythegale, rosetenfeetalongthecoast, rolledoverallthebeaches, swept

cattlefromthepondislands, stacksfromtheshoremeadows, andswelledtheriverninefeetabove

itsusualheightattheheadoftide-water. Twoporpoisesweredrivenupintothevillage. Thespray

oftheseawasbornefarbackintothecountry, sothatsaltwascollectedonthewindow-panes

uponPendletonHill[NorthStonington], andasfarbackasPlainfield, Conn. [morethantwenty

milesinland]. Alltheforestsonthecoastwereprostrated.276

Peck’saccountofthe stormfocusesonWatchHillandNapatree. The“terriblegale…did

irreparabledamagefromwhichtheshorelineneverrecovered.”277 Hereportedthatmountain-

ousseashaddenudedtheNapsofitsthickwoodsandreduceditinwidth. Woodedthough

thepointwas, therewasapparentlyonehousethere, belongingtoSamuelBliven, whichalso

waswashedaway.

PecknotesthatJonathanNash, thefirstkeeperoftheWatchHillLighthouse(‒),

relatedthathecouldrememberwhenthecoastlinefromWatchHillPointtotheNapswas

almostastraightline. If, asPeckspeculates, Nashmayhaveexaggerated“alittlebit,” hehimself

neverthelessrecalledhowinhisownlifetime, yearbyyear, moreandmoreofthebeachhad

beenwashedaway.

FollowingtheGaleof, Napatreewassignificantlybuiltupon. Attheendofthenine-

teenthcentury, thepointbecameaU.S. MilitaryReservationandthesiteofoneofaseriesof

coastalfortificationsthatthegovernmentestablishedalongtheentireU.S. coastline, overa

twenty-yearperiod, beginninginthes. ThesestretchedfromPortland, Maine, toPuget

Sound, Washington, viaKeyWestandGalveston. IntheimmediateareaoftheeasternLong

IslandSound, theWatchHillfacility — FortMansfield — wasoneofaringoffivefortifications

thatwerebuiltwithinathree-yearperiod, ‒, stretchingfromWatchHilltoLong

Island.278 In, thegovernmentpurchasedsomesixtyacresofNapatree, includingthepoint

andSandyPoint, andbeganconstructionofFortMansfield, whichwasintendedtoprotectthat

portionoftheSoundbetweenWatchHillPointandFishersIsland(fig. ). ThestoryofFort

MansfieldistoldinClementA. Griscom IV’s  monograph, Fort Mansfield, NapatreePoint,

WatchHill, RhodeIsland.279 Whencompletedin, thefortconsistedofthreecoastalbatter-

ies, twoattheendofthepoint, knownrespectivelyasBatteryWoosterandBatteryCrawford,

andtheother, BatteryConnell, ontheoceanside, somefive hundred feet down the beach toward

theVillage. Therewerebulkheadsestablishedalongboththebayandoceansides, anda-foot

wharfwasconstructedonthewesterlysideofthepoint. Aswamp, locatedtowardthebayfrom

theoutertwobatteries, wasfilledwithsand. Somethirtybuildingswereerectedasbarracks,

officers’ quarters, and support structures; at full strength, the fort was garrisoned by some  men.
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Thefort, however, neversawaction, andaseriesofnavalandlandmaneuversinJuly

demonstratedthatitcouldnotbedefendedfromanattackingfleet. AfterashambattleonJuly

, inwhichthe“Enemy” Navytookadvantageofa“deadangle” eastofWatchHillPointand

passedsafelyintoFishersIslandSoundunderthegunsofthefort, andaNavylandingparty

successfullylandedonEastBeachandchargedthefort, alsooutofreachofthefort’sguns, the

daysofFortMansfieldwerenumbered.280 Col. C.D. ParkhurstoftheHeadquartersArtillery

DistrictofNewLondoncommented: “IseenopossiblechanceforFt. Mansfieldtohelpitself;

infactIbelieveIcouldcaptureFt. Mansfieldwithafleetofcoalbarges, equippedwith-inch

rapidfireguns.”281

In thefortwasessentiallyabandonedandrelegatedtothestatusofapracticefort. One

hundredmenweretransferredoutinJanuaryofthatyear. By therewereonlysixonduty.

BytheauthorityofanActofCongress, intwosalesin and, thegovernmentsoldthe

propertyatauctiontoaWatchHillsyndicate, theNapatreeCorporation, atapriceof$,.

Therewereseventractsandnearly acresinvolved. In allgovernmentbuildingsweretorn

down, leavingonlythethreebatteriesstanding. Followingadefaultbythesyndicatein, the

propertywasforeclosedonbythelender, theWashingtonTrustCompany. Butin thebank

soldittotheWatchHillFireDistrict.

Griscom, writingin, reportedthatallthatthenremainedofthefortwerethetwo

batteriesattheendofthepoint. Thethird, hewrote, wasrapidlydisappearingunderthesea,

apileofrubblevisibleatlowtide. Between and, thebeachhaderodedtwohundred

feetatthatlocation. Ofthe-footwharf, onlyafewdozenpilingsremained. Hesummarized

thecycleofdevelopmentanddestruction:

 TheguardatFortMansfieldabout. Builtin,
thefortwasthebaseformorethanahundredmenuntil,
in, itwasdiscoveredtobeinadequatetodefendthe
entrancetoFishersIslandSound. By, thegovernment
hadabandonedthefort, soldthelandonwhichitstoodto
privateinterests, andrazedthebuildings. Allthatremains
aretwobunkersattheendof thepoint.

Reproduction is Prohibited



Reproduction is Prohibited

      

Today, , thesceneatNapatreeisfardifferentfromthatportrayedinthismonograph. The

useofthelandhascomefullcycle, fromthewild, undevelopednatureofthelandinthes,

throughthemilitaryconstructionoftheearlys, tothesummerresortdevelopmentofthe

s, andthentoitsundevelopedstateagainbywayofthehurricanesof and.282

OtherstructuresonNapatreeinthelatenineteenthcenturywereaboardinghouse, the

HalcyonHouse, midwayonthebeach, andahotel, thePeninsulaHouse, fartherouttoward

FortMansfield. ThePeninsulaHouse, inanearlierincarnation, hadbeenadancehallon

OsbrookPoint, fromwhichithadbeenfloatedacrossthebaytoNapatree. Twootherbuildings

wereerectedjusteastofthePeninsulaHousein, oneofthemcontainingadiningroom

andabilliardandbarroom.283 In, astormapparentlywashedthePeninsulaHouseoffits

Napatreefoundations, andtwoyearslateritwasreportedtohavebeen“carelesslysetback” on

pilesandtobewindowlessandvacant.284

TheBathingBeach, unlikeEastBeach, wasdeemedsafeforbathing, itswatersprotected

bythenaturalbreakwaterofLighthousePoint(fig. ). OriginallyservingasaLarkinHouse

amenity, bytheearlytwentiethcenturyithadcometosupportthegrandtwo-storygalleried

pavilionsofFrankLarkin’sandlaterhissonDanielF. Larkin’sWatchHillBeachAssociation

(fig. ). ThepavilionclosertoBayStreetwasfordayvisitors, andtheotherfortheseasonal

useofcottagersandhotelguests. Inalltherewere, bathhouses. Inadditiontothepiazzas

whereguestscouldwatchtheactiononthebeachandinthewater, thebeachwasequippedwith

araftanddivingchuteandaropelinetowhichsurfbatherscouldcling.There were also showers

andan“up-to-datedryingplant.” In, WatchHillTopics reportedthatPercyF. Cavill, whom

 AviewpublishedinFrank

Leslie’sIllustratedNewspaper

in showsbathersinperiod
costumeenjoyingthesurf
onNapatree’sBathingBeach.
Alifelineprovidessecurity.
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itidentifiedas“theAustralianChampion,” wasteachingswimmingatthe“newprivateswim-

mingraft.”285 TheImprovementSocietyregularlyhelditsannualwatercarnivalatthebeach.

SeasideTopics reportedonlifeatthebeachin:

ThebathinghouratWatchHillisfromeleventotwelve-thirtyandatthattimethewhole

summercolonygathersatthebeachforadipandsociability…

TheWatchHillbeachistrulyabrilliantpicturewithitsattractivelycostumedwomenand

pleasanthubbub. Littlegroupscosilysprawlunderthebigsunshades.286

Alineofchauffeuredlimousinesmarkedthebathinghour, asthecottagerswere generally driven

totheirbathingappointmentsand, later, totheGolfCluborhome, forlunch.

Intheearlyyearsofthecenturyandespeciallyduringthesands, therewasan

activedevelopmentofcottagesalongtheoceansideofNapatree, betweentheBathingBeach

andtheWatchHillBeachClubattheeastend, andFortMansfieldatthewest(fig. ).

By therewerethirty-ninecottages. Ofthese, fourteenbelongedtotheLarkins’ Beach

Association, onebeingthefamily’scottage, Northwind, andtheothersrentalcottages.

ReachedbytheFortRoad, whichranalongthebayfromtheVillageparkinglottothefort,

theNapatreecottagesfrontedontheoceanbehindtheirseawallsandlawns(figs.  & ).

AttheirrearwasLittleNarragansettBay. Thosewholivedthererecallitasaparadise — the

beachandswimmingtothesouthand, tothenorth, thebayandsailing; wateronallsidesand

oceanbreezes, andsunriseandsunsetoverthewater.

 About, groupsof bathersgather
onthebeachattheprivatepavilion.
Spectatorsobservefromthegalleryabove.
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PaulJohnsonMoore, alifelongsummerresidentofWatchHill, andModeratoroftheFire

District(‒), haswrittenamovingstoryofhissearchforthebodyofhissister, Havila

Moore, whowiththeirstepmother, JessieMoore(Mrs. FrederickMoore), waslostinthe

destructionofthefamily’sNapatreecottageintheHurricaneof. Mrs. Moore’sbodywas

foundshortlyafterthestorm, butHavila’swasthelastbodytobefound; itwasdiscoveredin

thewreckageonOsbrookPoint, Stonington, onlyonOctober. MoorebeginsTheSearch with

anevocativeremembranceoflifeonNapatreebeforethehurricane:

IlearnedtoloveFortRoadasnootherplaceonearth...itwaseverythingaplacecouldbe. Salt

air, sunshine, andsurf. Airblownoverathousandmilesofopensea. Sunshineonsandandwater

fromglorioussunriseovertheoceantogorgeoussunsetoverthebay. Ceaseless, ever-changing

surfthatsometimesshooktheearth, butlulledonetosleepatnightwithitsrhythm. Night

atWatchHill. Foggynights, stormynights, clearstarrynights, moonlightnights, eachworth

treasuringinmemory.

FortRoadwasaplaceoffreedom; aplaceformanymoods. Therewassolitudeinthewalkout

totheforts. TherewasexplorationonrockyNapatreePointbeyondthelastfortwheretheocean

had worn away the Naps...Therewasalwayssomethingtoarouseinterestandstirtheimagination.

ToliveonFortRoadwastoliveasnearthewaterasonecould. Allofitsthreedozencottages

wereactuallyastone’sthrowfromtheoceanandwereprotectedbylowseawalls, whichcouldbe

washedbyaheavyseaathightide. Thecottageswereonlyafewfeetbackfromtheseawalls, and

thisnearnesstotheseawastheirfatalcharm.287

 Anearly-twentieth-century
postcardcapturestheviewof the
Village, FortRoad, andNapatree
fromthetopof MastuxetTerrace.
Beyondthebathingpavilionsof
theWatchHillBeachAssociation,
someof thefirstcottageson
Napatreearevisible, asisFort
Mansfieldinthedistance. Shortly
thereafter, theFireDistrict bought
upthebaysidewaterfrontand
beganremovingthebuildingson
thewatersideof BayStreet.

Reproduction is Prohibited



Reproduction is Prohibited

          

AlthoughNewEnglandhadexperiencedtwomajorhurricanes, mostNewEnglandersin

 — morethanahundredyearsafterthelastsuchstorm — werenotofamindtothinkof

hurricanesasoccurringinthisregion. “Linestorms,” yes — galeswhichfrequentlyoccurred

aroundthetimeoftheautumnalequinox, September, orthereabouts. Butnothurricanes.

Thisisimportanttorememberintermsofthereactionsofthosewhoin foundthemselves

inthemidstofastormwhichhadnotbeenpredictedandwhich, whenitarrived, wasnotat

firstrecognizedasbeingwhatittrulywas.288

TheHurricaneof arrivedwithnowarningontheafternoonofSeptember. Ina

matterofhoursitbroughttoanendmorethanacenturyofhumanhabitationofthepoint.

Thestorm, whichhadinitiallybeentrackedasitskirtedtheFloridaandCarolinacoasts, was

assumedbyWeatherBureaustormwatchersinWashingtontohaveheadedouttoseaandtobe

athreatonlytoNorthAtlanticshippinginterests. Tothecontrary, wedgedbetweenaBermuda

Hightotheeastandahigh-pressuresystemtothewest, itbarreledupthecoastatspeeds

ashighasseventymilesperhour, inmid-afternoonreachingPatchogue, LongIsland, with

sustainedwindsofover milesanhour. AccordingtoR.A. ScottiinherbookSuddenSea,

theimpactsetoffseismographsinAlaska.289

ThefullforceofthestormstrucktheConnecticutandRhodeIslandcoasts atapproximately

 p.m. ScottiwritesthattheBlueHillMeteorologicalObservatoryinEastMilton, Massachu-

setts, sixtymilesfromtheeye, recordedsustainedwindof milesperhourandgustsof,

the“second-highestrateeverrecordedintheNorthernHemisphere.”290 SeasideTopics reported

thatlocalwindestimateswere“ to milesperhour, inshortperiodsandhigheringusts.”

ThehurricanemadelandfallinRhodeIslandatthehighesttidepossible. Evenwithoutthe

stormsurge, thehightideonSeptember, aspringtide, wouldhavebeenafootabovenormal

asaconsequenceofthenewmoon. Ofthetideandtidalsurge, SeasideTopics reportedthat

 Bythesummerof , the
fullcottagedevelopmentof Fort
Roadcanbeseeninthisview
fromLarkinRoadoverthe
roof of theBathingAssociation.
Untiltheafternoonof September
, therewerethirty-nine
substantialcottagesalongFort
Roadonthedunesbetween
theoceanandthebay.Reproduction is Prohibited
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“Comingonarisingtidethewatersweredrivenbeforethewindlikeatidalwavewhichwas

variouslyestimatedbywitnessesat‒ feet.”291 TheNationalOceanicandAtmospheric

Agencyprovidessimilarestimatesofeighteen-totwenty-five-foottidesfromNewLondon

easttoCapeCod.292 ItreportsthatdowntownProvidencewassubmergedwithastormtide

ofnearlytwentyfeet. AnarticleintheBulletinof theAmericanGeologicalSociety estimated

amoremodestbutstillcatastrophicsurgeoftentofifteenfeetabovemeanhightideinthe

areastudied, whichwasbetweenSandyPointandNoyesPoint, Weekapaug.293

TheeyepassedovercentralConnecticut, butthemostdangerousrighthandsemicircleof

punishingwindspasseddirectlyoversouthernRhodeIsland. Intheharbor, thecaptainofthe

Marstons’ yacht, theHellu, wasattemptingtosecuretheboatwhenhesawawaveunlikeany

hehadeverseen. Itlooked, hesaid, “likearollofcotton.” Toweringthirtyfeet, itadvancedon

Napatreewithadeafeningroar. ItstrucktheYachtClub, splittingitintwo, andswepttheHellu

overtheseawallandontothepark, whereitlandedinfrontofthefirehouse(seefig. ).294

Thedevastationwascomplete. Allthirty-ninecottages, theBeachClub(builtjusttwoyears

earlier), theBathingPavilions, andtheYachtClubweredestroyed, andfifteenWatchHilllives

werelostinthemaelstromthatengulfedNapatree(fig. ). Thestormkilled people, more

thanhalfofthem, , inRhodeIsland,  betweenMysticandNarragansett, sixtyofthem

inWesterly. AbronzeplaquegivenbytheImprovementSociety, setingraniteandlocatedin

theVillageparktotheleftofthePlimptonDock, liststhenamesofthefifteenwhowerelost

atWatchHill.295

Twenty-sevenotherpeoplewerecaughtonFortRoad, unabletoescapetohigherground

astheirhousesdisintegratedaroundthem. Trappedbytherisingwaterastheywentfromthe

ground-floortothesecond-andthenthethird-floorlevels, theysurvivedafterthecollapseof

theirhousesonlybyclingingtowreckageasitwassweptonthetumultuousseasfromNapatree

acrossLittleNarragansettBaytothemarshesandfieldsofStonington. Sooverwhelmingwas

theassaultofwind, rain, andsurfthatsurvivorswereunabletotell, untiltheyactuallyreached

land, whethertheywereheadedforlandorouttosea. Thesagaofthatdayisdramatically

recordedinthepagesofthespecialeditionofSeasideTopics thatappearedshortlyafterthe

storm.296 MorerecentlyithasbeenretoldinpartbyScotti. Thetalesofcourageanddestruction

arepartofthehistorythateveryWatchHillchildshouldknow.

The hurricanenotonlyremovedalltraceofhumanhabitationfromNapatree. It

breachedthebarrierbeachatthreelocations, oneintheareaofthepresentYachtClubcabanas,

thesecond, justnortherlyofthetip, whereSandyPointhadturnedtowardConnecticut, and

thethirdfarthertothenorth(fig. ).297 Thethreebreacheswere, respectively, threehundred

feet, sixteenhundredfeet, andninehundredfeetwide. AstheBulletinof theAmericanGeological
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 Thisviewfromabout,
fromthePlimptonHouse, shows
thenewprivatebathingpavilion
andtherowof cottagesalongFort
Road. Notmuchinthepicture
wouldchangeuntiltheHurricane
of  changedeverything.

 Takenfromthesamevantage
pointasfig. , thisphotograph
showsthedevastationwrought
bythehurricane. ThePlimpton
Housewasseverelydamaged,
andthePlimptonandWatchHill
Docksweredestroyed. TheYacht
Club, thebathingpavilion, the
BeachClub, andallthirty-nine
cottagesweregone. Napatreewas
adesolatewaste; onlythebunkers
of FortMansfieldremained.
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Society describedit, “Acontinuousbeachnearly mileslongwasbrokenintothreeislandswith

morethanahalfmileofwaterbetweenthem.”298 ThefirstNapatreebreachwasfilledand

healed. ThesecondandthirdwerepermanentandturnedSandyPointintoanisland, which

itselfwasbreachedintwo. SandyPoint, likeNapatree, hasdriftednortherlyovertheensuing

sixdecades. NapatreeBeachalsowas — andremains — substantiallynarrowed.

Onlysixyearsafterthe hurricane, anotherhurricanestruckonSeptember, .

Whilethestormwassevere, arrivingatebbtide, itwasbynomeansasdevastatingastheGreat

Hurricaneof oreventheonethatfollowedtenyearslater, in. Still, the stormdid

substantialdamagealongthecoastandonNapatree, onceagaindestroyingthewestBathing

 Ontheafternoonof September, , the
captainof theMarstons’ yacht, theHellu, was
attemptingtosecuretheboatwhenawaveunlike
anyhehadeverseensweptitovertheseawall
andontothepark, whereitlandedinfrontof the
firehouse. “PeckCottage” isvisibleinthebackground.

 TheHurricaneof  createdagreatbreachin
NapatreeBeach, aboutwheretheBeachClubhad
stood. Thatbreachhealed; butthebreachcreatedatthe
endof thepointleftSandyPointanislandadriftin
LittleNarragansettBay.

Reproduction is Prohibited



Reproduction is Prohibited

          

PavilionandtheBeachClubcabanas, whichhadbeenrebuiltin, butnotthenewBeach

Clubitself.

In, theFireDistrictapprovedthepurchaseofallavailablelandonNapatree. InAugust

ofthatyear, atacostof$,, theDistrictpurchasedDanielF. Larkin’sWatchHillBeach

Associationbeachproperty. IncludedintheLarkinpurchaseweretheMerry-Go-Round, 

bathhousesandtwelvecabanas, andsometwenty-threehundredfeetofbeachfrontingon

FishersIslandSound. NotincludedweretheLarkinBlockshopsandbuildingsownedby

theAssociation, frontingonBayStreetandFortRoad. Atthesametime, atacostof$,,

theFireDistrictacquiredtheformerFortMansfieldpropertyfrom theWashingtonTrust

Company, whichin hadforeclosedonthemortgageoftheNapatreeCorporation, which

hadboughtitatauctionfor$, lessthantwentyyearsearlier.299 Aportionofthepoint

propertywassubjecttoaleaseheldbythegovernmentforuseasabombtargetsite. Some

twenty-threelotsremaininprivatehands, withtheownersnotpreparedtosell. Manyofthese

havesincebeenacquiredbytheDistrict, whichbytheearlytwenty-firstcenturyownedapproxi-

matelyninetypercentofthebarrierbeachandthepoint, atractofapproximatelyeightyacres.

Roughlyadozenlotsstillremainedinotherhands. OneisownedbytheTownofWesterly,

anotherbytheStateofRhodeIsland, andtwobytheWatchHillConservancy; theremainder

areinprivateownership.

OnAugust, , thefuryofathirdtwentieth-centuryhurricane, HurricaneCarol, was

ventedonNapatree, theeyeofthestormpassingdirectlyoverWatchHill(fig. ). Afterhours

ofragingwindsandseas, thesecondBeachClubwas, likethefirst, sweptacrossthebayand

uptheriver. BoatsinthebayandshopsintheVillagealsosustainedconsiderabledamage.

TherewasnolossoflifeatWatchHillin, andsinceforthemostpartthevulnerable

sitesofthecottageslostin hadnotbeenbuiltonafterward, therewasonlymoderate

lossofresidentialproperty. ButonceagainthevulnerabilityofNapatreetotheforcesofnature

wasdemonstrated.300

Inthemidstofthehavoctheywreak, greatstormssometimesplaystrangetricks. Seaside

Topics reportedthatHenryL. Bogert, drivingdowntoFortRoadtoinspectthedamage, spotted

aboxintheroadneartheYachtClub. Gift-wrapped, itturnedouttobeanintactwedding

presentaddressedtohisdaughter; ithadbeenwashedoutoftheTilden-Thurbershop, located

intheLarkinBlockat FortRoad.301

Asin, theMisquamicutClubrebuiltitsBeachClubafterHurricaneCarol. Thenew

BeachClubwasreadyforthe season, itssparemodernforminstarkcontrasttotheclub-

houseitreplaced. ThenewstructurewasdesignedbythefirmofRockwellKingDuMoulin

ofWakefieldtoweathertheeffectsofseverestorms. Itswindowsandwallscouldbeopenedto

yieldtohighwinds, stormsurges, andwaves; thebuildingwasalsobuilthighenoughonthe
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dunetopermitstormwaterstopassunderneathit. Thesefeaturesthusminimizedtheresistance

tostormforcessuchasthosethathaddestroyedthetwopreviousstructures. ThenewBeach

ClubwasrecognizedbytheMuseumofModernArtasafineexampleofdesignrespecting

environmentalconditions. Inthehalf-centurythereafter, nohurricanehasmatchedtheforceof

CarolortheHurricaneof, sothetheorywasnotputtothetest. Butafterdeterminingthat

thestructurehaddeterioratedtosuchanextentthatitneededtobereplaced, theMisquamicut

Clubrazedthethirdclubhouseinlate andreplaceditwithafourth, whichwasreadyand

openforthe season.

In, theWatchHillYachtClubleasedaportionoftheNapatreebeacheastoftheBeach

Club for cabanas to be built and maintained bymembersoftheClub. Anoriginaltwentycabanas

becamemorethanfiftyoverthenexthalf-century.

Whilechangeseffectedbymajorstormsmaybedramaticandreadilyrecognized, itisnot

alwayseasytospotincrementalgeologicalchangeevenwhenitoccursatarelativelyrapidrate,

asithasonNapatree. EarlierreferencesprovidedbyDenison(), Peck(), andGriscom

()indicateconsiderableshiftingin the contours ofNapatree(fig. ). In , students at

ConnecticutCollegepublishedapaperinTidings, furtherdocumentingthesechanges, aswell

asevenmoreradicalshiftsintheconfigurationofSandyPoint. BycomparingU.S. Coastand

GeodeticChartsdatingbetween and, theresearchersreportedthatduringtheseven

yearsafterSandyPointbrokeawayfromNapatree(‒), NapatreeBeachretreatedabout

threehundredfeetintoLittleNarragansettBay. Further, thatbetween and, while

 LarkinSquareandtheYacht
Clubattheheightof Hurricane
Carol, August, . Whilethe
BeachClubwaswashedaway, the
YachtClubweatheredthestorm
andthefive-footsurgeof water
thatsweptthroughitsfirstfloor.
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WatchHillPointandNapatreePointunderwentonlyminorerosion, NapatreeBeachretreated

 feet. Theyalsonotedanearlierstudyofaerialphotographstakenbetween and

indicatingthatoverthatperiod, NapatreeBeachretreatedatanaverageofalmostsixfeetayear.

Thepaperconcludedwiththefollowingassessmentandprediction:

Everytimeastormwavewashessandoverthedune-linesthebaybecomesalittleshallowerand

SandyPointIslandandNapatreeBeachshiftalittlebitfurthershoreward. Ifpresenttrendsof

migrationandsedimentationcontinueunchecked, thebaywillfill. Theboatchannel, fromWatch

HilltoStoningtonPoint, willsiltup. InitialshoalingwillprobablyoccurinfrontofBarnIsland.

Time, tide, andshiftingsandwaitfornoman.302

 LocalartistLoriZummohascapturedNapatreeBeachonasummer’sdayinthelatetwentieth
century. Thebeautifulandfragilebarrierbeach, oncesubstantiallydeveloped, returnedinlittlemorethan
ahundredyears( – )toitsnaturalcondition, albeitdevoidof thetreeswhichgaveititsname,
andmuchreducedinwidth. Theconservationof thisremarkableresourcepresentsanimportantchallenge
totwenty-first-centuryWatchHill.Reproduction is Prohibited
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 By, WatchHillwasbothafull-fledgedhotelresortandonthecuspof becomingacottagecolony. Thegreathotelsvisible, fromlefttoright,
arethePlimptonHouse, theNarragansettHouse, theOceanHouse, andtheAtlanticHouse. Thejust-completedColumbiaHouse, withitsdistinctive
cupola, isvisibleonBayStreet. TheVillageshorelineslopesgentlytotheharbor, andnumerouscommercialbuildingslinethewatersideof BayStreet.

REPLACE
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  , ofcourse, thehuboftransportation, whetherbyseaorland, andits

beachesacenterofthesocialandrecreationallifeofthecolony(seefig. ). Acertainamount

ofinformationabouttheVillagehasalreadybeenprovided, especiallyinthechaptersFrom

Farm to Resort, The CottageColony, andNapatreePoint. Butitmaybehelpfultoprovidefurther

detail, especiallyastothedevelopmentofthewaterfrontandthepark, andtogiveasenseof

thecommercialvarietythatoncecharacterizedtheVillage.

TheappearanceoftheVillagechangedradicallyintheearlytwentiethcentury. LikeLight-

housePointandtheWatchHillbluff, theshorelineofWatchHillCove(theharbor)hadorigi-

nallybeenopenandhadslopedgentlytothewater. Bythelatenineteenthcentury, theshoreline

hadbeendevelopedandwaslinedwithsomedozenandahalfcommercialstructures(fig. ).

ThesebothobscuredtheviewfromBayStreettothewaterandpresentedadistinctlyinfelici-

tousfirstviewofWatchHilltovisitorsapproachingbysea(figs. ‒). Peckreferstothese

buildingsonthewatersideofBayStreetas“anumberofuglylookingshacks.”303 SeasideTopics

describesthesceneinfurtherdetail:

Itishardtoimaginenowwhatitmusthavelookedlikeinthosedays, whenoneandtwostorey

framebuildingshousingshoredinnerhouses, curioshops, grocerystoresandphotoshops

crowdedthestreet, withtheiruglybackporches, andgarbageandsewagepipesthemostpromi-

nentviewseenbyyachtsmenandpeoplearrivingbyboat.304

UnderpressurefromtheImprovementSociety, theWatchHillFireDistrict, whichhad

beenformedin, agreedtobuythepropertyonwhichthesebuildings stood — a tract running

fromthePeckpropertyatthenortherlyendofthewaterfronttotheLarkinBlock, asitcame

tobeknown, atthesoutherlyend — andtodemolishthesebuildings. TheRhodeIslandGeneral

Assemblyatits‒ sessionauthorizedthepurchase. Sixtractswereinvolved. Atthe

TheVillage
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northerlyendoftheharbor, therewaspropertyoftheMaxsonfamily, thenthePlimptonHouse

dockbelongingtoJohnC. Kebabian(ownerofthePlimptonHouse), next, propertyofJamesL.

andNathanE. Nash(ownersoftheNarragansettHouse), thenlandofWalterS. Price(owner

oftheColumbiaHouse), next, FrankLarkin’sWatchHillDock, andfinallyatractconveyed

byJoannaLarkin, includingthelandonwhichstoodthefamousShoreDinner, ownedbyher

husband, DanielWayland“Whale” Larkin. ThislatterbecametheFireDistrictparkinglot.

Theprocessofclearingthewaterfronttooknearlyadecade. Itwasnotuntil thatthe

lasttwobuildings, theShoreDinnerhouseandtheBaysideMarket, wereeliminated. Theonly

structureremainingwasthefirehouse, whichhadbeenbuiltonlythreeyearsearlier. Atthe

sametime, theLarkinBlock, describedbySeasideTopics as“anattractivebusinessblock,” was

 TheImprovementSocietyandtheFireDistrictmadetheremoval
of theseunsightlybuildingsapriorityinthefirstdecadeof thetwentieth
century. AftertheFireDistrictpurchasedthewaterfrontpropertyin
, theyweredemolished, andanunimpededviewof theharborfrom
BayStreetwassecured. UltimatelytheareabecametheVillagepark.

 Theharborasseenabout fromthehillabovetheVillage, thesitelaterof aparkinglot. ThePlimptonDockistotheright, andaportion
of theWatchHillDockshowstotheleft.
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establishedbytheWatchHillBeachAssociationalongthesouthsideoftheparkinglot. The

Association, underthenewownershipofDanielF. LarkinII, whohadtakenoverfromFrank

Larkin, wasalsocreditedwithdevelopingandimproving“alloftheeastendofFortRoad,

tearingawaymanyofthelittlefishingshantieswhichhavesolongbeeneyesores.”305 Asapart

ofthedevelopmentprocess, BayStreetwaswidenedbysometenfeet(seefig. ). Subsequent

alterationstoBayStreetinvolvedtheremovalofanoldstonewallalongthewaterfrontand

theinstallationofaconcreteretainingwall, withawalkwayontop. Intheearlytwentieth

century, theWatchHillDockwastoppedwithacoveredpavilion, whichhousedthesteamer

ticketofficeandwaitingroom.

TheVillagepark, designedbynotedlandscapearchitectandWatchHillsummerresident

MarianC. Coffin, wasfinallycompletedanddedicatedin. Acentralfeaturewasthesculp-

tureofNinigret, whichwasmovedthatyearfromitsbusylocationatthejunctureofNinigret

AvenueandWesterlyRoad. Othernotablefeatureswerethetwosemicirclesofmemorialstone

benchesandthememorialdrinkingfountain, thelattergivenbyMrs. RidleyWattsinmemory

ofherhusband.

Noonecouldhaveimaginedthatjusttwoyearsafteritsdedication, theparkwouldberav-

agedbyahurricane. Itwasofcourseputbackinorderafterwards. Butbythes, whenitwas

feltthatanotherrestorationwasinorder, theFireDistrict’sParkCommissionturnedtoMiss

Coffin’soriginalplansforguidance. ThememorialtothefifteenWatchHillresidentswhodied

intheHurricaneof andthatgiveninmemoryofShepardW. Simmons, whowastohave

beenthenextFireChiefatthetimeofhisuntimelydeathin, arebothmountedongranite

bouldersandlocatedtotheleftofthePlimptonDock.306 Inthelates, theLattnerfamily

 BayStreet, lookingnorthfrom
theMerry-Go-Roundinthefirst
decadeof thetwentiethcentury.

Reproduction is Prohibited



Reproduction is Prohibited

      

madeamemorialgifttotheFireDistrictofthegazebo, whichislocatedintheparkatthe

footofPlimptonRoad. Itwasgivenin“lovingmemory” ofFrancesHoweLattner(‒)

byherdaughters.

AU.S. PostOfficewasfirstestablishedatWatchHillin. Thefirstpostofficewasin

theWatchHillHousebeforebeingrelocatedtothewestsideofBayStreet, justnorthofthe

steamerwaitingroomandtheWatchHillDock. In itwasmovedupandacrossBayStreet,

toatwo-storyhouseonYorkproperty, northerlyofthePlimptonHouseandacrossBayStreet

fromtheBurdickBuilding(fig. ). Afterdamagesufferedinthe hurricane, theownerof

thebuilding, EdmundP. York, decidedtotearitdown. Anewpostofficewasthenbuilthalfway

upPlimptonRoad, onthelefthandside. TheWatchHillPostOfficeoperatedyear-rounduntil

. Thereafteritwasopenonlyduringthesummer, untilitwasclosedaltogetherinthes.

ThelastbuildingoccupiedbythePostOfficewasconvertedtoaprivatecottagetowardtheend

ofthetwentiethcentury.

Thefirstfirehousewasbuiltin, onthewatersideofBayStreetintheareaoftheWatch

HillDock(fig. ). In itwasreplacedbyanewbrickstructure, builtonlandgivenbyMrs.

C. BaiLihme,307 located at the northerly end oftheharbor, justtothewestofthecommercial

blockknownfirstastheBurdickBuildingandlateras“BayBreeze.”308 IntheHurricaneof,

thedoorsofthefirehousewerewashedawayandthefireenginessubmerged, butduringHurri-

caneCarolin, ChiefEdwinBarbermanagedtoevacuatethefiretruckstohisWatchHill

Garage.Thesecondfirehouseitselfwasfloodedbythetidalsurgeandhadtobeabandonedby

theFireDepartment. Athirdfirehousewasbuiltinland, onWatchHillRoad, in‒. Fora

timeinthelates, thesecondfirehouseservedastheHolidayArtCenter, Inc., incorporated

 Afterthewaterfrontwasclearedof buildings,
thePostOfficewasmovedtothissite, justnorth
of thePlimptonHouse. “Fairview” and“Bouldercrest”
arejustupthehill. “Stonyhurst” and“Wetumanetu”
arevisiblefurtherupWauwinnetAvenueinthis
viewof about.
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in andfundedbytheHarknessFoundation. TheCenteroperatedanambitiousprogramof

lectures, readings, exhibitions, filmscreenings, andartisticdemonstrations. Balletlessonswere

alsoheldthereforchildren. In theCenterconveyedthepropertytotheFoundation, which

solditeightyearslater; thebuildingwasthenconvertedtocommercialpurposes.

TheWatchHillYachtClub, establishedin, builtitsfirstclubhousein onpilings

justtothesouthoftheparkandattheentrancetoFortRoad. Theactualclubbuildingwasthe

oldstructurethathadhousedtheticketofficeandwaitingroomontheWatchHillDock. Itwas

movedtoitsnewsitebycraneandlighter, andremodeled(seefig. ). Afterthefirstclubhouse

wasdestroyedintheHurricaneof, thecurrentonewasbuiltin.

AtthesoutherlyendofBayStreet, ontheeastsidediagonallyacrossfromtheMerry-Go-

Round, theBathingBeach, andNash’snewsstand, wastheBoxBallBowlingAlley(seefig. ).

Itwasreplacedabout byabuilding, stillstanding: theCrownTheater, laterknownasthe

NinigretTheater, whichopenedasasilentfilmtheaterbutintroducedtalkingfilmsin (figs.

 & ). Inwarmweather, themanagementregularlyopenedthedoorsonthesouthsideof

thebuildingtoadmittheseabreeze, thusunintentionallyalsopermittingthenonpayingpublic

toenjoythefilmsfromoutside. Immenselypopularintheearlydays, ithadlostmuchofits

patronagebythesandceasedoperationabout. In thebuildingwasconverted

tobecomeFiore’sMarket.309 Nexttoit, onthesouthside, wasLeon’sSpecialtyShop, which

featuredladies’ coatsandwraps, waists, sweaters, kimonos, mandarins, hats, andsummerfurs.

Later, frontingonLarkinRoad, wasalogcabinhousingahotdogstand.

Onthenorthsideofthetheaterwasaone-storybuildinghousingasmallrestaurant. After

asecondstorywasaddedintheearlytwentiethcentury, thebuildingbecameH.A. Littlefield’s

Restaurant. In itbecameBernardGordon’sBook&TackleShop. Onedoorfurthernorth

wastheLarkinFishMarket, followedbytheBaysideGarage, laterknownasBarber’sGarage

andoperatedbyGeorgeMcFarlandofBrooklyn, NewYork. ThencameSisson’srestaurantand,

tothenorthofit, Furcolo’sShoeShopandtheWatchHillPharmacy. Allbuildingssouthof

MastuxetTerraceasfarasthefishmarketwerelostinthefireof.

Priorto, Fiore’s, originallytheEugeneBarneyCo. market, hadbeen located at the

northendofBayStreet, inastorefrontspaceintheNarragansettInn (formerly the Narragansett

House), upafewstepsfromBayStreet. Themarket’smovetotheoldtheaterbuildingat

theotherendofBayStreetwasoccasionedbyitsproprietor’sconcernforthecomfortofhis

customers. Mr. Fioreexplainedthatoneparticularandimportantcustomerwhomarketeddaily

withhercookwasnolongerabletonegotiatethesteps; heneededtomovetoastreet-level

location. ItwasinBarney’s, atitsoriginallocation, thatmanyoftheVillagemerchantsand

residentstookrefugeabovethefloodwatersonBayStreetduringtheHurricaneof. After

theNarragansettInnbecametheWatchHillInninthes, theareawascoveredbynew
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 LookingsouthonBayStreettotheMerry-Go-Round, about. Thetrolleystandsinfrontof theCrownTheater.

 Thefirstfirehousewasbuiltin onthewatersideof Bay
Street, closetotheWatchHillDock. Itsconstructionwasacommunity
responsetothedevastatingfireof October, .

 TheCrownTheaterbecametheNinigretTheaterby, andin
 thebuildingbecameFiore’sMarket.
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frontdecks. Thereweretwoadditionalmarketsintheearlytwentiethcentury, theMastuxet

Market, locatedinwhatbecamethenortheasterlycorneroftheLarkinBlockandoperatedby

PalmerChapman, andSegar’s, WilliamSegar&Co., featuring, asitadvertisedin, groceries

andfruits, vegetables, confectionary, andcigars.

SomeofthebusinessenterprisesatWatchHillintheearlytwentiethcenturywereCharles

F. Fisher, “NewYorkTailor,” whoadvertised“cleaning, scouringandpressing” attheManhasset

BuildingonBayStreet; theNorwichTailoringCompany, whichalsoprovided cleaning, pressing

andrepairs, and“suitsmadetoorder” atitsMastuxetTerraceshop; SamuelB. Donchianof

Hartford, whooffered“thefinestgradeorientalrugs, embroideries, brasswareandunmounted

preciousstonesofrarequality” atitsshopintheNinigretLodgeoftheWatchHillHouse; the

WatchHillBazaar, whichsold“fancydrygoodsandnotions” atitsstoreonMastuxetTerrace;

andonBayStreetneartheBathingBeach, N. J. Gorra&Bro., whichsoldknittedsportssuits,

decoratedtablelinens, “Frenchunderthings,” andbeachandloungingpants.

TheP. H. OpieCompany, whichsolddrygoods, housefurnishings, carpets, draperies, and

linensatitstwolocations — HighStreetinWesterlyandBayStreetinWatchHill — claimedin

 tobe“theonlycompletedepartmentstoreineitherWashingtonCounty, RhodeIsland, or

NewLondonCounty, Connecticut.” TheWatchHillPharmacyonthecornerofBayStreetand

MastuxetTerracepromisedtosupply“thewantsoftheWatchHillsummercolony.” In it

advertisedaSunBurnCreamthatwould“positivelyremovetan, freckles, andsunburn, prevent-

ingblisteringandpeeling”: nomodern-daytanforthefaircomplexionsoftheEdwardianAge.

InthesthereweretwohatshopsonBayStreetaswellaswhatSeasideTopics referredto

as“numerousbranchesofthemoststylishNewYorkdressshops.” M.A. ZahlootofPittsburgh,

attheirshopinthePriceBlocktothenorthoftheOlympia, featured“anexclusivelineofhand

madewaistsandlingerie, lacesandembroideriesandachoiceselectionoffineOrientalrugs.”310

AndMme. NajlaMogabgabofEastthStreet, NewYork, offeredLadies’ andMisses’ evening

gowns, dresses, suits, millinery, andsportsclothesathershopinthePlimptonHouse.

Moreexotic, perhaps, weretheCamel’sBell, locatedintheBurdickBuilding, theRussian

ShopneartheNarragansettInn, andtheJapaneseShopintheLarkinBlock. Therewasalsothe

ManilaShopinChapelLane. TheCamel’sBelladvertiseditselfasabranchof“HelenBurton’s

FamousCamel’sBellinPeking, China,” withwaresofjewelry, jade, andantiques.311 Theyoung

WilliamE. Fiskerecalledits“veryexpensiveandverybeautifulOrientalwares”:

Inthewindowsmagnificentvicuna“throws” werecasuallydrapedoverantique, dusky-red

orblack-lacqueredChinesespiceorcamphorchestswithcornersandkey-platesofengraved

andpolishedbrass. PeakedstrawcooliehatsforbeachwearandexoticallyfloweredJapanese

silkkimonos, aswellascashmerescarvesandrobes, mustsurelyhavewateredthemouthsof

myelders, butnotmine.312
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ForFiske, itwastheJapaneseShopthatelicited“alongandlongingpause...alwaysthe

orderoftheday”:

Onceinside, theexotic, utterlydelightful, andpungentlysweetscentofincense, burninginlittle

candle-heated, brass cups, was overwhelming. But the eye, even morethanthenose, wasentranced.

Therebeforemewasaheterogeneousassemblageofeveryconceivabletriflethatmightcaptivate

thechildishheart. Tinypacketsoftightlycurledpaperswhich, whenoneofthem, likeapill, was

droppedinaglassofwater, magicallyunfurledtodisplayamulti-coloredbouquet; andtherewere

thoseenchantinglypaintedwooden, Japanesedollfigures, carvedtonestonewithinanotherinan

astonishinglynumeroussuccessionof grotesquely porcine and enigmatically inscrutable Buddhas...

[Therewere]tinygoldandredpaperpackets . . .ofminiaturefirecrackersstrungtogetherwith

thread...glassglycerine-filledglobescontainingtinytemples...ricepaperlanterns...withclusters

ofpaintedglassbanglesmelodiouslytinklingandchimingtogether...Oh, noAladdin’scaveor

captivegeniecouldpossiblyproducedelightstorivalthisendlesslyintriguingstorehouseoftreas-

uretroveandArabiannights’ delight.313

Thesemagicalemporiaweregonewellbeforethemiddleofthetwentiethcentury. Buteven

then, theshopsintheVillagecontinuedtomeetanumberofdailynecessitiesthatbytheend

ofthecenturywouldnolongerbeprovidedforthere. InadditiontoFiore’s, whichsoldmeats,

vegetables, and staples, there was the Watch HillFishMarket(formerlytheLarkinFishMarket)

locatedjusttothenorthofLittlefield’sandtheoldmovietheater. NancyVocatura, whowas

thelastproprietor, maintainedthefinestqualityfishandwouldalsopreparehorsd’oeuvresfor

take-out. BothFiore’sandtheFishMarketwoulddeliver, oneormoretimesadayasrequested;

andifbyunusualchancenoonerespondedtotheringofthebellorthecallatthedoor, they

wouldthemselvesputperishableitemsinthecustomer’sicebox. ItwasafactoflifeatWatch

Hill, untilthelastdecadesofthetwentiethcentury, thatdoorswererarelyclosedandseldom, if

ever, locked, forthethreemonthsoftheseason. Indeed, oneofthecriticalmomentsattheend

oftheseasonwastofindthekey. Luckily, thecaretakercouldbecountedon.

AlongBayStreettherewerealsoabarbershop, ahairdressingparlor, andabakery, the

latterabranchofWesterly’sGulino’sBakery. Sisson’sBaysideLuncheonette, whichhad

replacedtheearlierWatchHillPharmacy, operatedforthree-quartersofacenturybytheVars

familyofWesterly, offeredbreakfastandsandwichesandover-the-countermedicationsas

wellasprescriptions, whichweresentdownfromWesterly. Italsofeaturedagiftshop, known

asDavy’sLocker.

Inadditiontoclothesshopsforwomen — TatSaunders(WatchHill, PalmBeach, Boca

Grande, Manchester-by-the-Sea, andtheRitzCarlton, Boston), WilliamCoppolla(Watch

HillandPalmBeach), Ladd’s(TheBreakers, PalmBeach, andtheJupiterIslandBeach

Colony), Scott’sWomen’sShop(WatchHill, PalmBeach, andHobeSound), LillyPulitzer,

andtheMayanShop — therewerealsoshopsthatcateredtomen. ThesewereFrankSaunders
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(operatinginthesamelocationsashissisterTat’sshops), Scott’sMen’sShop(alsoFlorida), the

MayanShopforMen, andlatertheNinigretMen’sShop. Alloftheseprovidedwell-tailored

resortclothing.

Mostoftheseamenitiesweregonebytheendofthetwentiethcentury, partly, asnoted

bylong-timevillagerDavidSisson, asaconsequenceofrisingrealestatevaluesandincreasing

rents. Inanarticlepublishedin, hecommentedthatthenumberofstoreshadincreased,

butthattheyweresmalleranddirectedmoretothetransienttradethantothepeoplewho

actuallylivedinWatchHill. Wellbeforetheendofthecentury, WatchHillitescouldnolonger

satisfymostoftheirpurchasingneedsrightintheVillage. Sissoncommentedthat“therelation-

shipbetweenthevillageandthepeoplewholiveherehasgrownapartovertheyearsbecause

thenewstoresjustdon’thavewhattheywant.”314

NosummaryoflifeintheVillagewouldbecompletewithoutmentionofthetwoGreek

familieswhoformanyyearsoperatedtwodifferenteatingestablishments, whichcontinueto

attractWatchHillitestoday. TheOlympiaTeaRoom, foundedin bytheTramisbrothers,

 LookingnorthonBayStreetabout.
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Speros, Mike, andTeddy, hasbeenattheheartofthecommunityfornearlyacentury. Its

managerwasSperosTramis, whoboastedthathenevertookadayoff. Patronssurmisedthathis

onlypersonalluxurywashissignaturebrightbluecashmereV-neckpullover, andthathemight

havehadanumberofthem, allthesame. TheTeaRoomwaslocatedonthelowerfloorofthe

ColumbiaHouse. Until itoperatedasasodafountain, butthe Depressionforcedachange

inthebusiness, anditaddedrestaurantserviceandgroceryitemsfromS. S. PierceofBoston.

Afterthefireof, theOlympiawasrebuiltandremainssubstantiallyunchangedtoday.

Goingto“theGreeks” wasalwaysfirstonthelistofthingstodoatthebeginningofthesum-

merseason, anditsownersalwayswelcomedthosereturningwithgenuinewarmthandpleasure,

andchildrenwithachocolatebar. Specializinginlobster, steaks, andchops, theOlympiacon-

tinuedtoboastaremarkablesodafountainandicecreambar.

 Thisvibrantartisticrecreationof WatchHillabout byMaxwellMayswascommissionedbytheImprovementSociety
inanticipationof its centennial. ItshowstheVillageandtheharborastheymighthaveappearedfromahotairballoon
onanidyllicsummerday. ThePlimptonHouseanditsannexesandtheColumbiaHouselineBayStreet. TheOceanHouse
isintheleftdistance. Center, onMastuxetTerrace, aretheAtlanticHouseandtheWatchHillHouse. TheLarkinHouseisto
theright. ThesteamerBelle isapproachingtheWatchHillDock, andalivelycrowdsurroundstheMerry-Go-Round.
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In, inanarticleintheProvidenceEveningBulletin, Sperosreminiscedaboutfifty-seven

yearsofoperation. InWorldWarII days, hesaid, “Therewerehugepartiesherethen, when

thewealthycouldstillaffordtohavemaidsandbutlers. Therichwomenwouldcomedownhere

atthreeandfourinthemorningandwantbreakfastafterpartyingallnight...andwe’dbeopen

becausewehadsomanycustomerswecouldn’tclose.” Thearticlecontinued, “[Speros]knows

WatchHilliswealthyandpopular, andpredictsitwillremainsoaslongasitdoesn’tbecome

toocommercialized. ‘It’sarealniceclassofpeoplewholivehere,’ hesaid.”315 Ina Boston

Globe article, SallySteinbergcommentedontheOlympia, “Whowouldhaveexpectedtofind

Greeksrunningasodashopcalledatearoomwhichisreallyarestaurantservinglobsteror

sundaestoeveryonefromteenagersinshearedjeanstotycoonsintuxedos?Thereisnoendto

thesurprisesofWatchHill.”316 WhentheTramisfamilyretiredaftersomeseventyyears, the

Olympiacontinuedtooperateundernewmanagement, thatoftheJohnFelberfamily( Jack

andMarcia), whoacquiredthebusinessin. TheFelberscontinuedthe restaurant’s tradition

ofexcellence, butwithanewcuisineandanewaddition, winesandcocktails.

OnthewesterlysideofBayStreet, justtothesouthoftheLarkinBlock, onthesiteof

Trilby’s, anearliericecreamestablishment, theJohnTraggisfamilyin establishedtheSt.

ClairAnnex, aVillagereinventionoftheirrestaurantandsodashopinuptownWesterly, which

hadclosed. Here, too, icecreamwasapopularfeature, aswasthepopcornmachine, presided

overbyMrs. Traggis. Adjacenttotherestaurant, inthebuildingwhichhadservedasaUSO

CenterduringtheSecondWorldWar, wasapennyarcadewithpinballmachines, knownas

Playland. ThefirstBayStreetAnnexbuildingwasdestroyedbyfirein andwasrebuilt

thefollowingyear, astheSt. ClairAnnexIceCreamandSandwichShop. Thefamilyofthe

Traggises’ daughter, IreneTraggisNicholas(Mrs. JamesNicholas), continuedtooperatethe

landmarkintothetwenty-firstcentury.317

Anotherpopulartwentieth-centuryrestaurantwasSisson’s, openedin andoperated

formanyyearsbyDavidSisson’smother, Mrs. Harriet WilcoxSisson, later Mrs. OlafBerentsen,

ontheeastsideofBayStreet, justnorthoftheFishMarket, inthebuildingsknownasthe

SissonBlock. InthesthatpropertybecametheInnatWatchHill.

Reproduction is Prohibited



Reproduction is Prohibited



   ofthehistoryofWatchHilliscontainedinthestoryofitsinstitutions

andismoreefficientlytoldinconnectionwiththemthanaspartofthegeneralnarrative. It

mightsurprisethosenotpartofthecommunitytorealizehowgreatacommitmentoftime

andeffortthoseresponsiblefortheseorganizationsmakeandhowmanyhours, especiallyon

summerweekends, aredevotedtotheirmeetingsandtheirbusiness. Theheadsofthevarious

organizationssincetheirfoundingarelistedinAppendixB. Theorganizationsaredescribed

here, chronologicallybythedateoftheirestablishment.

TheWatchHillChapel

TheWatchHillChapelSocietyintheTownofWesterly, itscorporatename, wasestablishedon

September, , for“theerectionandmaintenanceofaChapelatWatchHill, andthesupport

ofChristianworshipthereinduringthesummermonths, withoutanydenominationalor

sectariandistinctions.”318 FollowingtheadoptionofinitialBy-Laws, anActofIncorporation

waspassedbytheGeneralAssemblyofRhodeIslandonFebruary, . ABoardofTrustees

waselectedatthefirstannualmeetingoftheSocietyinAugustofthatyear. TheChapel’s

ConstitutionandBy-LawswereframedbytheHon. BenjaminK. Phelps, son-in-lawofoneof

thefounders, GovernorJuliusCatlin. PhelpswasatthetimeAttorneyGeneraloftheCityand

CountyofNewYork. OriginallytheTrusteeswereseven, buttheirnumberwaslaterincreased

totwelve. Bycustom, formerpresidentsareinvitedtoserveasTrusteesEmeriti(fig. ).

IntheyearspriortothefoundingoftheChapel, informalworshipserviceshadbeenheld

inthehotels. Theofficiatingclergyhadbeeninvitedfromamongthehotelguestsirrespective

ofdenominationalaffiliations; thusbegantheChapel’straditionofnondenominationalservices.

IntheChapel’searlydays, theProtestant — or“union” — nondenominationalservicewas

heldat:, Sundaymorning. SundaySchoolwasheldintheafternoon, andtherewasan

SomeWatchHillInstitutions

Reproduction is Prohibited



Reproduction is Prohibited

      

eveningserviceintheUndercroftfor“coloredworshippers.” Beginningin, RomanCatholic

MasswascelebratedearlySundaymorning. TheUndercroft, theonlypartoftheChapeltobe

heatedinwinter, was, inthelatenineteenthandearlytwentiethcenturies, acommunitygather-

ingplaceduringthewintermonths.

Intheearlytwenty-firstcentury, theChapel, withitstwoSundaymorningservices —

RomanCatholicMassat: a.m. andthenondenominationalunionserviceat: a.m. —

remainsattheheartofthecommunity. Bothcongregationscometogetherattheannual summer

HymnSingandtheThanksgivingDayservice. Duringtheseason, theChapelUndercroft,

dedicatedtothememoryofMaryAndersonCoombeMyers(Mrs. PaulD. Myers), isalsothe

siteofartandphotographyshows, achildren’sdaycamp, andanartists’ studio.

ThePrefacetotheWatchHillChapelPrayerBook commentsontheChapel’snondenomi-

nationalnature:

IthasbeensaidthattheChapelistrulyuniqueamongreligiousinstitutionsinthiscountry. Its

membershipiscomprisedofindividualsfromallChristiantraditions, anditsservicesreflectthat

diversity. RomanCatholicMassiscelebratedeachSundayofthesummermonths, andProtestant

worshipisconductedfromweektoweekbyclergyrepresentingawidediversityofProtestant

denominations.319

Twoprayers, writtenahalf-centuryapartbymembersoftheWatchHillChapelSociety,

BeatricePutneyWesterfieldandhernephew, ChaplinBradfordBarnes, aretraditional

 TheTrusteesof theWatchHillChapel
Society, August. Atthefarleftisthe
visitingminister, theRev. JohnC. Harper,
D.D., D.C.L., Rectorof St. John’sChurch,
LafayetteSquare, Washington, D.C. The
trusteesare, standing, lefttoright, JohnJ.
Dyett, JohnS. Lloyd, ElizabethC. Craw-
ford, ChaplinB. Barnes, JudgeCharles
S. Whitman, Jr., PaulD. Myers, Edith
B. Eglin; seated, lefttoright, WilliamT.
Vogt, CharlesH. Baird, HenrySaglio,
HowardM. FryII, JohnE. Farrand,
DanielP. Nugent, andRobertMarvel.
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elements, respectively, oftheopeningandclosingservicesoftheChapel’ssummerseason.320

Theclosingserviceoftheseasonconcludeswiththesingingofthehymn“Godbewithyoutill

wemeetagain.”

In theChapelbeganamajorstructuralrestorationsupportedbycontributionsfrom

thecommunity. Thearchitecturalsurvey, undertaken as a part ofthe restoration project, revealed,

amongotherstructuralissues, thatthecupolahadbecomesodilapidatedthatitrequired

replacement. Anewcupolawasinstalledanddedicated, inthesummerof, tothememory

ofthelateJudgeCharlesSeymourWhitman, Jr., presidentofthechapel, ‒. Theproject

revealedamemorialinscriptiononthebellthathadremainedunseenfornearlyacentury:

 

  

.. 

   

 

 —    — 



 —    — 

      

      

JamesLelandHowardwas, ofcourse, afounderoftheChapelandoneofitsearlypresidents.

SourcesforadditionalinformationontheChapelaretheIntroductiontotheWatchHill

ChapelPrayerBook andasimpleleafletproducedbytheTrusteesandavailableintherearof

theChapel.

TheWatchHillMemorialLibrary& ImprovementSociety

In agroupofeightleadingmenofthecommunityformedtheWatchHillImprovement

Societyforthepurposeof“developingandimprovingthevillage...cultivatingpublicspirit,

quickeningthesocialandintellectuallifeofthepeople, securingpublichealthbyimproved

hygienicconditionsinthevillage...andrenderingWatchHillastillmoreinvitinganddesirable

placeofresidence.” TheActofIncorporationwaspassedbytheRhodeIslandGeneralAssem-

blyonMarch, .

OneoftheSociety’sfirstprojectswastolaydownsidewalksalongthenortherlysideof

OceanViewHighway. Thoughtimeandnaturehavehadtheireffect, aportionoftheseremain

morethanonehundredyearslater. TheSocietywasalsoinstrumentalinseeingtothelayingof

sidewalksintheVillageandtheseasonaloilingofroads. Attheturnofthenineteenthtothe

twentiethcentury, theSocietywasanimportantadvocateofmunicipalwaterandstreetlights

beingbroughttoWatchHill.
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ThefirstpresidentsoftheSocietywereWilliamP. AndersonandJudgeAsaW. Tenney.

MuchhasbeenwrittenearlieraboutAnderson. Tenney, whohadservedasUnitedStatesAttor-

neyfortheEasternDistrictofNewYork(‒), wasservingasaJudgeoftheU.S. District

CourtforthatsameDistrictatthetimeofhisdeathin.

By, thecompositionoftheSocietychangedradicallywhenthewomenofthecommu-

nitytookcharge. Apparentlythemenhadbeenlargelyinactive — dueshadbeencollected,

butnodisbursementsmade — andthewomenweredeterminedtoact. Accordingtothe

membershipbookletoftheSociety, “Onlearningthis, thegentlemenquicklyturnedovertheir

charter, by-laws, andassetstotaling$. tothewomen, andthenresigned.”321 Mrs. Samuel

D. McConnell(AnnieBlissMcConnell)wasthefirstwomanelectedpresident, andallpresi-

dentssincehavebeenwomen(fig. ). WhiletheSocietyremainsverymuchinthehands

ofitswomenmembers, asmallhandfulofmenarealsomembers, affordedthatprivilegeasa

consequenceofthemembershipoftheirlateorformerwives. TheSociety’smemberswhim-

sicallyrefertothemselvesas“TheImps.”

TheSocietyishousedinthesmallstuccoandtimberMemorialBuildinglocatedonthe

southeastcornerofWauwinnetandEverettAvenues. Thelandonwhichthebuildingstands

wasgivenbyMissEthelBurnetinmemoryofhermother, Mrs. JacobBurnet(AnnieStubbs

Burnet), andwaspartoftheadjoiningBurnetpropertyonthehilltotheeast. Thestructure,

builtin, wasgivenbyMrs. EdwardA. Newell(MaryClarkeNewell)inmemoryofher

mother, Mrs. JosiahH. Clarke(FrancesAyresClarke).

OvertheyearstheSocietyhasplayedamajorroleinimprovingWatchHill. Theclearingof

thecommercialbuildingsonthewatersideofBayStreetandthedevelopmentoftheparkwere

 Presidentsof theWatchHill
ImprovementSociety( – )
shownmeetingatteaunderthe
watchfuleyeof Ninigret, in.
Seated, lefttoright, Mrs. Charles
S. Whitman, Jr., Mrs. GregoryN.
Camp, Mrs. JohnE. Farrand,
Mrs. RobertE. Knisley, Mrs.
JohnB. Daukas, andMrs. George
C. Moore; standing, lefttoright,
Mrs. FrankT. Crawford, Mrs.
GeraldJ. Johnson, Mrs. Michael
A. Lemp, andMrs. H. Bradford
Westerfield. Absent: Mrs. AlanJ.
Hruska.
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perhapsthemostvisibleactionstakenbytheSocietyinitsearlydays. ThewomenoftheSociety

werealsotheprimemoversbehindtheacquisitionbytheFireDistrictofmodernfirefighting

equipmentafterthedisastrousfireofOctober. Womendidnotyethavesuffrage, locallyor

nationally, butitistheywhotoldthemenoftheDistricthowtovote; theyalsomadeagenerous

contributiontowardthepurchaseofthesplendidLaFranceengineintheseasonof.

FollowingthesuccessofDDT incombatingmalariainAsiaduringtheSecondWorldWar,

theImprovementSocietybroughtDDT toWatchHill. Formorethantwodecades, untilthe

substancewasfederallybannedintheearlys, theImprovementSociety’sMosquitoControl

Programsentaspraytruckthroughthestreetsofthecommunityoneeveningaweek, itsTIFA

machinediffusingdensecloudsofinsecticidalfog(DDT inakerosenebase)reachingashigh

asatticlevels. Itsadventwasgreetedwithgleebychildrennotyetinbed, whoranouttowitness

thisspectacle. TheforcebehindthisprogramandaregularpresenceonthetruckwasMrs.

PhilipB. Eaton(AnitaMcWynneEaton), whowasknownasthe“MosquitoQueen” andwas

sometimesreferredtoas“AnitaMosquita.”

TheSocietyhasbeenenormouslysupportiveofnewinitiativesinthecommunityoverthe

years, lendingitstaxumbrellatofledglingnonprofitssharingitsmission. Thosegroupshave

includedtheEastBeachAssociationandtheWatchHillLighthouseKeepersAssociation.

TheSociety’scurrentmostvisibleannualcontributionistothemaintenanceoftheMerry-Go-

Roundanditslegendary“flying” horses, anactivityledformanyyearsbyMrs. CyrilV. Moore

(HarrietChappellMoore). FlowerboxesalongBayStreetandotherbeautificationprojects

enhancetheappearanceoftheVillage, andannualartclasseshavedonemuchtoencourage

artistictalentinthearea. TheSocietyconductsprogramsforchildren, includingatrafficsafety

initiativeandanannualFourthofJulybicycleparade. Morerecently, ithasbroadenedits

servicesasalendinglibrary, tobecome, atitsEverettAvenueheadquarters, thesummerlocal

branchoftheMemorialandLibraryAssociationofWesterly. HencetheSociety’snewname,

theWatchHillMemorialLibraryandImprovementSociety.

TheMisquamicutClub

In agroupofresidentsformedtheMisquamicutGolfClub, thefirstpresidentofwhichwas

WilliamP. Anderson. TheotherofficerswereVicePresident, ShermanW. Knevals; Secretary,

DudleyPhelps; andTreasurer, NelsonE. Perin, Sr. ThefirstmeetingoftheClubtookplaceon

July, , butaccordingtoClubhistorianGeorgeY. WheelerII, “itseemsprettyclearthat

anunincorporatedGolfClubwasagoingentitywellbeforethatyear.”322

Withpropertyassembledoversometwentyyearsfromanumberofparcelsonbothsides

ofOceanViewHighway, theClubbytheshadacquiredmorethanonehundredacreson

theoceansideoftheroadandasimilarnumberonthenorthside. Beginningin, whenthe
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MisquamicutLandCo. wasformedtoacquirelandforthegolfcourse, theproperty, bothsold

andgiven, camefromavarietyofsources. Tractsonthenortherlysideoftheroadwerecarved

outoftheBrowning, Burnet, andLanphearlandsandcamealsofromFrankW. Coy, J. H.

Williams, andH. C. Rowe. Andonthesoutherly, oroceansideoftheroad, tractswereacquired

fromEthelBurnet, CorneliaMcLanahanCurtis, F. KingsburyCurtis, S.H. Davis, andThomas

Thacher. Inall, between and, theyearinwhichtheClubcelebratedtheopeningofits

newDonaldRosscourse, therewerethirty-sevenconveyancestotheMisquamicutLandCo.

andtheMisquamicutGolfClub. Inadditiontoitsclubhouse, builtin (seefigs.  & )

theClubmaintainsitsDonaldRosseighteen-holecourse, drivingrange, andputtinggreen, a

tennispavilion, tentenniscourts, andaplatformtenniscourt.

In theWatchHillBeachClub, aseparatecorporationformedin, mergedwiththe

MisquamicutGolfClub, andtheMisquamicutClub(nolongerMisquamicutGolfClub)

becameagolf/tennis/beachclub(figs.  & ). TheBeachClubpropertyattheentranceto

NapatreePointisleasedfromtheWatchHillFireDistrictunderalong-termlease, withthe

Club owning the clubhouse.323 As noted earlier, the new  clubhouseisthefourthonthatsite.

ChangesintheMeadowspropertyoftheClub, thelandbetweenOceanViewHighway

andthepondsonwhichthelowerholesofthegolfcoursearelocated, occurredinthelates,

afterseveralmajorhurricanesandseverewinterstormshadbreachedthedunesandraised

 PrizeDayattheMisquamicutClub, LaborDayweekend. Standing, lefttoright, DavidRossWinans, JohnGaluscio, Ernie
Cummings, Mrs. ReginaldH. Fullerton, HarveyConnell, JamesM. Snowden, Mrs. DavidH. Smith, Mrs. WilliamJ. Miller, Mrs. Floyd
T. Starr, Mr. Starr, ThomasC. Burke, Mrs. WilliamDixonStevens, GeorgeY. WheelerII, Mrs. CharlesS. Whitman, Jr., andThomasG.
Ahern; kneeling, lefttoright, James W. McCormick, PeterFullerton, LindaSmith, MaisieLloyd, AnneCurtis, MargotCamp, NancyStarr;
seated, lefttoright, JeremyRichdale, AlfredFuller, JohnnyBarney, LarryGriggs, SandyWhitman, MopsySmith, andCynthiaFuller.
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theleveloftheponds. In, tohalttheintrusionofsaltwaterfromtheponds, theClub

constructedadike, onemilelong, sixtoeightfeethigh, andthreetimesthatinwidth. The

nextmajorreconstructionofthelowercourse, inthes, addressedtheproblemsoffresh-

waterrun-off fromthehigherlandonthenorthsideofOceanViewHighway. Evenwith

theseimprovements, andevenwithoutasignificantriseinsealevels, themaintenanceofthe

dunesonEastBeachiscriticalifinundationbysaltwateristobeavoided.

In theClubcelebratedthethanniversaryofitsfoundingwithaCentennialBall, a

Victoriancostumegalainatentonthelawn. LayngMartine, Jr., amemberandacomposer

fromNashville, Tennessee, wrotethreesongsfortheoccasion: “WatchHillStreetSong,” “Our

ClubisHeretoStay,” and“TheBoysfromCincinnati.” Performingtheseandvarious“songs

ofthedecades” weretheCenturySingers, comprisedofRobinDriscoll, AnnSnowdenJohnson,

LayngMartine, Jr., GeordieMoore(GeorgeC. Moore, Jr.), AnitaC. Rich, andWendyW.

Wilkes. EdwardFranklinnarrated, GeorgeMooreprovidedmusicaldirection, andCaroline

FranklinBerrydirected.

ThoseinterestedinmoreinformationabouttheClubareencouragedtoreadthethoroughly

engaginghistorywrittenbyGeorgeY. WheelerII, aformerpresidentoftheClub, onthe

occasionofitsthanniversary, TheMisquamicutClub:  Years, ‒.

TheWatchHillFireDistrict

CharteredbytheRhodeIslandGeneralAssemblyin, theWatchHillFireDistrictis

technicallyaquasi-municipalcorporation, notamunicipality, butonethatperformsanumber

oflimitedgovernmentalfunctions. ItschiefelectedofficeristheModerator, chairmanofits

annualmeetingandineffectCEO ofitsCouncil. TheDistrictCounciliscomprisedalsoofa

 ChildrenattheMisquam-
icutClubfortennislessons, .
SpencerGrayservedastennis
proforforty-twoyears.
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DeputyModerator, theTreasurer, thechairmenofitsParksCommissionandFinanceCommit-

tee, theFireChief, andtwoMembers-at-Large. OtherDistrictofficersaretheClerk, theTax

Assessor, andtheTaxCollector. ThefirstModeratoroftheDistrictwasFrankLarkin, ‒.

ThegeographicalboundariesoftheDistrictarespelledoutinveryprecisemetes and bounds

languageintheDistrictCharter, firstenactedbytheGeneralAssemblyin andperiodically

revisedbyspecialactoftheAssembly. Withtheexceptionofthelotsfrontingtheeastside

ofWatchHillRoad, betweenShoreRoadandAvondaleRoad, theDistrictencompassesall

propertysouthofShoreRoadbetweenWatchHillRoadandOceanViewHighway; allprop-

ertyonthewestsideofWatchHillRoad, southofAvondaleRoad; andallpropertysouthof

OceanViewHighway, westofalinethatrunsacrossthelowergolfcoursefromBayberryRoad

totheocean. AmapproducedbytheWatchHillConservancyin andregularlyupdated

showsalltheDistrictproperties, byWesterlyAssessor’splatandlotnumber, andamapkey

identifiesownersandlotaddresses.

InadditiontotheFireHouseonWatchHillRoad, theDistrictownsandmanages, through

itsParkCommission, theVillagepark, thedocks, theparkinglot, mostofNapatreePoint(some

eightyacres), theMerry-Go-Round, thePublicBathingBeach, andthepropertyonwhichthe

MisquamicutClub’sBeachClubandtheWatchHillYachtClub’scabanasarelocated. Italso

providestrashremovalfromallpropertieswithintheDistrict.

TheDistrict’soperationsarefundedbyaspecialtaxonthepropertieswithinitsboundaries

andbyleasepaymentsfromthecommercialoperationsthattakeplaceonDistrictproperty.

WhileitisWesterlyordinancesthatcontrolzoningandpoliceprotectionintheDistrict,

theDistrictisaperennialadvocateforincreasedpoliceprotectionandisfrequentlyheardon

mattersthatcomebeforethePlanningandZoningBoardsoftheTownofWesterly.

DistrictbusinessisconductedbythevotersatanAnnualMeeting, heldinJuly, andat

specialmeetingsheldasrequired. TheDistrictCounciloperatesasanexecutivecommittee

betweenmeetingsofthevoters.

TheWatchHillFireDepartment
WatchHillHoseandEngineCompanyNumberOne

TheWatchHillFireDepartmentbeganoperationasavolunteercompanyin, theyearfol-

lowingtheformationoftheWatchHillFireDistrict. Itsvolunteershaveplayedakeyroleinthe

communityeversince, notonlyinfightingfiresbutalsoinhelpingWatchHilladdressnatural

andman-madedisastersandincomingtotheaidofindividualsintroubleonlandandalong the

shore. TheWatchHillHoseandEngineCompanyNumberOnewasestablishedasaseparate

corporationin; itcontinuestooperateundertheumbrellaoftheFireDistrict, whichsup-

pliesitsbudgetandelectsitsChiefandAssistantChiefsattheAnnualMeetingoftheDistrict.
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ThecurrentWatchHillFireHouse, theDepartment’sthird, islocatedat WatchHill

Road. ThebuildingalsoservesasthemeetingandofficeplaceoftheWatchHillFireDistrict

andtheWatchHillConservancy. ThecompanyisthecentralplayerinWatchHill’sannual

FourthofJulyparade, whenchildrenonbicyclesandonfootfollowitstwoenginesandladder

truckaroundtheVillage. TheDepartmentalsoholdsannualeducationalprogramsonfire

protectionandsafety.

AnoteaboutsomemembersoftheFireDepartmentandfamilyservicetothecommunityis

appropriate. PerhapsthemostlegendaryoftheFireChiefswasGeorgeW. Hoxie, whoserved

asChieffortwentyyears, ‒. Fromtheturnofthetwentiethcentury, hewasalsothe

community’staxidriverandoperatedanexpressservice; inaddition, hewascaretakerofmany

ofthesummercottages. ThebuildingwhichhousedHoxie’sTaxiandExpressstillstandstoday;

itisthefirststructureonBayStreet, southoftheparkinglotoftheWatchHillInn(formerly

theNarragansettInn). GeorgeHoxieandlaterhissonPorter, whoservedasaCaptainofthe

Department(‒), regularlymettheboatsandtrainsandtotedthebaggageofgueststothe

hotelsandofsummerresidentstotheircottages.

Fordecades, twofamilieswhohaveownedandoperatedtheWatchHillGaragehavealso

playedamajorroleintheCompany. EdwinC. BarberwasChief, ‒, thelongestterm

ofserviceofanyChief. In healsobecametheowneroftheWatchHillGarage. Hisson,

CharlesE. “Bud” Barber, whosucceededhimasChiefandserved, ‒, alsosucceededhim

inownershipoftheGarage. BudbroughtinashisbusinesspartnerShepard“Shep” Simmons,

whoservedasCaptain, ‒ andasstAssistantChief. Atthetimeofhisdeathin,

ShepwasscheduledtobecomeChief. Shep’sson, JasonS. Simmons, wasthestAssistantChief

in. Bud’sson, Andrew“Buck” Barber, wasowneroftheGarage, operatedasEuropean

ImportServices, Inc. ShepSimmons’suncle, ShepardDesillier, along-timememberofthe

Company, remainedanHonoraryMemberandamemberoftheBoardofEngineersinthe

earlytwenty-firstcentury.

Otherlong-timeservicehascomefromtheHallfamily, includingRobertHall, whoserved

asCaptain, ‒, andhisnephew, JohnF. Hall, whoservedinthatcapacity, ‒, and

fromtheLanphearandGaccionefamilies. VincentA. GaccionewasCaptain, ‒, and

hisson, VincentG. Gaccione, whoservedasCaptain, ‒, wasChief, ‒. In

ScottHarold, thegreat-great-grandsonofthesecondChief, FrederickO. Lanphear, became

Chief. Manyothersofthesefamilieshavealsoserved.

TheWatchHillYachtClub

Foundedin, theYachtClub, liketheMisquamicutClub, isasocial center ofthe community,

andthereissubstantialoverlapinthemembershipsofthetwo. Thefollowingoutlineofthe
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Club’shistoryistakenfromRobertM. Driscoll’s“HistoryoftheWatchHillYachtClub,”

publishedintheClub’sMembershipDirectoryandonitsWebsite.324

ThefirstmeetingoftheClubwasheldatSamoset, thecottageofWilliamJ. Battey, July,

. A Constitution and By-Laws were adopted, and officers elected: Commodore, W. J. Battey;

ViceCommodore, F. KingsburyCurtis; RearCommodore, FrancisDunham; FleetSurgeon,

Dr. W. R. Lewis; Secretary, F. S. Turnbull; andTreasurer, C. Robinson. ColonelDick, ownerof

theWatchHillHouse, offeredtheuseofthehotelballroomfor“anannualdanceandanyother

entertainmenttheClubmaydesiretogive.” ThefirstAnnualMeetingoftheClubwasheldat

theWatchHillHouse, September, . Duringthatfirstseason, CommodoreBatteyorgan-

izedafunddrivethatpermittedtheClubtoremovetwohundredtonsofmassiverocksfrom

theWatchHillCovethefollowingspring, allowinglargervesselstoenterthe harbor (see fig. ).

Thefirstclubhousewasbuiltintheearlys(seefig. ). DanielF. LarkinandAlbertC.

Larkin, whoownedtheshorefront, gavetheClubaright-of-waytothewater. Adockwasbuilt,

andin thebuildingthathadservedassteamerticketofficeandwaitingroomwasmoved

fromtheWatchHillDockbycraneandlighterandplacedonthenewdock. Thebuildingwas

remodeledaccordingtoplansdrawnbyMottB. Schmidt, thearchitectofNormanHall, with

Mrs. C. BaiLihmedonatingthecost. Thenewclubhousewasofficiallyopened onJune, .

Thatsameyear, theClubaddedelevenjib-headedmainsailHerreshoff sloopstoitsracing

fleet. TheywereamodificationoftheBuzzardsBay-footercalledtheWatchHillClass. By

theendofthetwentiethcentury, theWatchHill fleethadgrowntotwenty-fiveboats.

 Aspost-sailgatheringonthedeckof the
secondYachtClub. HarryKnappleansagainstthe
pilingattheleft. FrankCrawford(backtocamera)
isinconversationwithLizCamp(laterMrs.
Crawford). MalcolmCrawford, FredLoney, and
EthelAlbertsonareseatedattheright. SusieMoore
standsbehindthem.
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Afterthelossofthefirstclubhouseinthe hurricane, asecondbuildingwasdesigned

bythefirmofRockwellKingDuMoulin, fromplansdrawnbymemberEbenKnowlton, and

wasreadyforoperationinJuly (fig. ). Thiswasthesamefirmthatlaterdesignedthe

thirdBeachClub, in. Thesillplatesofthebuildingwereboltedtothedockpilesand

stringers, aprecautiondeemedtohavemadepossiblesurvivalofthestructurewhen, during

HurricaneCarolin, fivefeetofwatersurgedthroughthefirstfloor(seefig. ).

In theYachtClub, actingonbehalfofitsmembers, enteredintoaleasewiththeFire

Districtforafour-hundred-footstripofNapatreeBeachacrossFortRoadfromtheclubhouse,

onwhichsomefifty-sixcabanashavebeenbuilt. Thecostoftheenterprisewasbornebythe

members/ownerswhoconstitutedtheCabanaGroup.

TheEastBeachAssociation

TheAssociationwasfoundedin bythreeEastBeachpropertyowners, JohnS. Burke, Jr.,

PaulD. Myers, andCharlesB. White, withsupportfromtheImprovementSociety. Incorpo-

ratedthatsameyear, theAssociationplaysamajorroleinmaintainingthequalityandthe

structureofEastBeach. Itsestablishmentofsnowfencingontheduneshasledoverdecades

toasubstantialrebuildingoferodeddunesalongmuchofthebeach, anditsdailycollection

oftrashduringthesummermonthsiscriticaltothemaintenanceofthebeautyofthebeach.

TheAssociationalsocooperateswiththeU. S. FishandWildlifeServiceintheprotectionof

thebeachnestingsitesoftheendangeredpipingplovers.

TheWatchHillLighthouseKeepersAssociation

Inthemid-stheU.S. CoastGuardServiceannouncedaplantoautomatethelighthouse

anddivestitselfofresponsibilityforthelighthouseandthePoint. Interestedagencieswere

invitedtoapplyforqualificationtoassumethisresponsibility. Undertheauspicesofthe

ImprovementSociety, asmallsteeringcommitteewasformedtoexplorethepossibilityoflocal

control. Theyestablishedanewassociation, whichin wasawardedathirty-yearleaseto

thelighthouseproperty. TheofficerswereF. CharlesSwerz, President; SusanneS. Knisley, Vice

President; C. ShepardDesillier, Treasurer; andChaplinB. Barnes, Secretary. TheAssociation

successfullysolicitedfundsfromthecommunitytopermitittomaintainthePointandthe

buildings, includingasmallmuseum, whichwasestablishedintheformeroilhouse. Thefederal

government retained responsibility for the navigationalsignals — thelightandthefoghorn, etc. —

andtheAssociationassumedcontroloftherestofthePoint, includingthelighthousekeeper’s

house, whichitleasestoindividualswhoareexpectedtohelpprovidesecurity.

Theoperationhasbeenasmoothoneoverthedecades. InthelatestheAssociation

turnedagaintothecommunityforfundswithwhichtorestorethehouse, andthegovernment

agreedtoextendtheleaseuntil.
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TheWatchHillPreservationSociety

MembersoftheSociety, whichwasformedin, playedaleadrole, togetherwiththeRhode

IslandHistoricalPreservationCommission, inestablishingtheWatchHillHistoricDistrict,

whichin wasplacedontheNationalRegisterofHistoricPlaces.

TheSociety’s booklet, NationalRegisterof Historic Places, Watch Hill, Rhode Island, which

containstheNationalRegisterofHistoricPlacesInventory-NominationForm, isaninvaluable

sourceofinformationonthehistoryofWatchHillanditshistoricbuildings. TheSocietyhas

alsobeenresponsiblefortheplacingofhistoricalplaquesonWatchHillbuildings. Members

oftheSocietyarecurrentlydevelopingaphotographichistoryofWatchHillcottages, entitled

WatchHillThenandNow.

TheWatchHillSecurityTrust

TheWatchHillSecurityTrust, incorporatedin, contractswiththeownersofproperty

onEastBeachtoprovidesecurityontheirbeachproperties. TheTrust’sregulationsforthe

conductofvisitorsonthebeachareposted, andalsoprovideinformationastotheownership

ofthebeach.325

TheWatchHillConservancy

ThisnewestofWatchHillnonprofitsisWatchHill’slandtrust, incorporatedin butfirst

activein. ItsBoardofDirectorsismadeupofrepresentativesofthevariousWatchHill

nonprofitinstitutionsotherthantheChapelandalsoincludesanumberofat-largeDirectors.

TheConservancyworkstoprotectWatchHill’sopenspaceandnaturalenvironmentby

acquisitionofundevelopedland, withaparticularreferencetoecologicallysensitiveareassuch

as“coastalwatersandbeaches, dunes, freshwaterponds, wetlands, inlandwaterways, woodlands

andfields.” TheConservancyhasestablishedasanacquisitionprioritythepropertiesonthe

NapatreebarrierbeachnotownedbytheWatchHillFireDistrict. TheConservancycooperates

withtheParkCommissionoftheFireDistrictinvariousNapatreeconservationprojectsinclud-

ingdunerestoration.TheConservancyalsoseekstoeducatethepublicconcerningthenatural

andhistoricheritageofWatchHill.

AsnotedinthesectionontheWatchHillFireDistrict, theConservancymaintainsamap

ofthepropertiesoftheDistrictandamapkeyprovidinginformationastopropertylocation

andownership.
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    dependsonanumberoffactors, somehumanandsomenatu-

ral, somecontrollablebythecommunityandsomeoverwhichthecommunityhaslittlecontrol.

ThevisualintegrityofWatchHill, includingbothitslandscapeanditsarchitecture, isuniver-

sallycherished, butitspreservationcannotbetakenforgranted. Concertedcommunityeffort

willberequiredtopreventinappropriatedevelopment, whichcanerodeanddestroythehistoric

andnaturalvaluesthatmakeWatchHillwhatitis. Fortunately, WatchHillresidentshavea

longhistoryofbandingtogethertoacquirepropertythatmight attract undesirable development.

Inaninterestingundergraduatethesis, PrincetongraduateandlifelongWatchHillsummer

residentSarahJaneSculcomadeaparticularpointofwhatcommunitycollectiveactionhas

doneforWatchHillinthepast.326

Followingthe fire, whichdestroyedthreehotelsandtwonearbycottages, asyndicate,

WatchHillEstates, wasformedtobuyupthepropertyonwhichthosestructureshadstood.

Overtheyearsthegroupacquiredanumberofotherproperties. Thelastlotownedbythe

group, locatedonthenortherlysideofLarkinRoad, thesiteofthecottageknownasBuena

Vista, wassoldin totheWatchHillYachtClubforaparkinglotandforthelocationof

itssepticsystem.

In and, aWatchHillgroup, theNapatreeCorporation, steppeduptobuythe

federalpropertyofFortMansfield. Afterthesyndicatelostthepropertyina mortgage

foreclosure, theFireDistricttookactiontoreclaimthepropertyin.

In, whentheJohnH. Ahrfamilyputtheseventy-fouracrepropertyknownas“Sea-

wood,” locatedatthenortherlyendofWatchHill — frontingShoreRoad, betweenWatch

HillRoadandOceanViewHighway — onthemarket, aWatchHillpartnership, Seawood

Company, wasformedtoacquireit. Itwasthroughtheireffortsthatmuchofthepropertywas

TheFuture
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acquiredbytheWatchHillWoodsCorporation, whichsubdivideditandestablishedanew

residentialneighborhoodalongTurtleback, Oenoke, andCamelbackRoads.

When HolidayHouse wentonthemarketin, agroupofWatchHillresidentsagain

formedapartnership. TheWatchHillAssociates, madeupofsomeforty-threeconcerned

citizens, boughtthehouseandthesurroundinglandatthetopoftheWatchHill, subdivided

itintothreelots, placedrestrictionsonit, andthensoldittoresidentialpurchasers.

Stilllater, intheearlys, whentheHoldredgefamilyplacedtheirgarageonthemarket,

theWatchHillLimitedPartnershipwasformedbysomefortymembersofthecommunity

toacquireandoperateit. LocatedatthenortherlyendofBayStreetandsubstantiallyrestored,

itstillfunctionsasaparkinggarageandlotandalsohousesretailbusinessesandapartments.

Morerecently, localindividualshavesteppedforwardtoacquire, renovate, andrestorethehis-

toricOceanHouse.

ThevalueoflandinWatchHillcontinuestorise. Thefirstmillion-dollarhousesale

occurredinthemid-s, andatthebeginningofthetwenty-firstcentury, houseswerebeing

soldformanymultiplesofthatprice. Ataxrevaluationattheendof supportedthose

newvalues. Withtheriseinvalueofland, andwithsalesadvertisedintheinternationalmedia,

theattentionofdeveloperswhohadneverheardofWatchHillonlyafewdecadesagowill

increasinglybefocusedondevelopmentopportunitieshere.

In theWatchHillHistoricDistrictwasplacedonthefederalNationalRegisterofHis-

toricPlaces. Thisdistinction, whilewelcome, didnotconferanylegalprotectiononthehistoric

structuresoftheDistrict. Intheearlys, theWatchHillPreservationSocietyattemptedto

remedythissituation. TheSocietyworkedwiththestateHistoricalPreservationCommission

andthefederalDepartmentoftheInteriortodevelopahistoriczoningordinance, which, if

adoptedbytheTownofWesterly, wouldhaveaffordedlegalprotection. ThevotersoftheWatch

HillFireDistrict, however, didnotsupporttheeffort. Instead, manyspeakersatthemeetingat

whichtheproposalwaspresentedvoicedfearsthattheywouldbesubjectingthemostbasicof

propertydecisionstothecapriceofpreservationistbureaucrats. Theproposalwasdefeated, and

asubsequentattemptonthepartofthePreservationSocietytoenlistthesupportoftheTown

ofWesterlywasunsuccessful.

Thefactis, historiczoningordinancescaneasilybecraftedtoavoidintrusiveregulation,

and, ifenacted, canprovidethelegalteethbywhichacommunitycandefenditselffrominap-

propriatedevelopment. WatchHillhasbeenluckysofarthatthemarkethasnotinanymajor

waydiminishedthequalityofthecommunity. Luck, however, isnotenough, andsomedayit

maynotbesufficienttofendoff adisaster. ItisimportantforWatchHilltorevisitthisissueand

toworkwiththeStateandtheTowntodevelopahistoriczoningordinancethatwillofferthe

protectionWatchHill’shistoricalheritagedeserves.
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Evenwithproperzoninginplace, thecharacterofWatchHillmaystillbethreatenedby

economicchange. Theenormousriseinpropertyvalues, andhenceinassessedvaluesandreal

estatetaxes, putsgreatpressureonpropertyowners — especiallythosewhoareolderandonfixed

incomes, butalsoonsiblingswhoownpropertiesjointlyandwhomayhave differingpriorities —

tosell, taketheirgains, andleave. EverynewWesterlytaxassessmentprovokestalkofsecession

anddissatisfactionwiththelevelofservicesWesterlyprovidesinreturnfortheverysignificant

portionoftownrevenuesthatWatchHilltaxesprovide. Theissuehasbeenaroundformany

years. Aslongagoas, WatchHillandLotteryville(Avondale)petitionedtheGeneral

Assemblytobesetasideasanindependenttown. Withthegreatercomplexityofinfrastructures

thatnowbindthetownandtheFireDistrict, itwouldbeevenmoredifficulttoachievetoday.

ButwithevergreaternumbersofWatchHillpeoplespendingmoretimehereandbecoming

increasinglyinvolvedintheinstitutionsofWesterly, andwithincreasedattentiononthepartof

WesterlytotheneedsofWatchHill, itmaybehopedthatthesometimescontentiousrelation-

shipbetweenthetownandtheresortwillimprove.

Vastwealthhaschangedthecharacterofotherresorts. Oneneedlooknofartherthanto

LongIslandanditssouthernfork, knowngenerallybytheendofthetwentiethcentury, as

“theHamptons,” ratherthanbythenamesofitshistoricconstituenttowns. WatchHill, itself

“discovered,” mayfacesimilarchange. Theseeconomicfactorswillundoubtedlyhaveanimpact

onthisoncesingularlycohesivecommunity.

Whilemanyoldfamilies, verymuchpartoftheWatchHillsocial scene, have always enjoyed

thequietcharmofAvondaleandtheseclusionofseveralprivatepointsonthePawcatuckRiver

northofAvondale, asearlyasthesaWatchHillmatronwastakenabacktohearthata

youngmarriedcouple, includingthebridewhohadgrownupintheFireDistrict, werebuying

ahouseoftheirowninAvondale. Lookingforsomethingsupportivetosay, sheblurtedout,

“Well, ithastheflavor ofWatchHill.” Thecoupletooktheremarkinstrideandorderedlicense

plateswiththeinitials“FOWH.” Atthebeginningofthetwenty-firstcentury, asortofWatch

Hill“diaspora” isoccurringasfamilieswhoformerlylivedwithintheFireDistrictareselling

andmovingtothesurroundingareasofAvondale, NoBottomPond, MisquamicutHills, and

OceanRidgeorbuyinghousesfortheirchildrenoutsidetheFireDistrict. Thistrendwillno

doubtcontinue.

WatchHillhasalwaystakenseriouslythelengthofthetenureofitsresidentshere. Some-

timesthatinteresthasbeenexpressedinahumorousvein. Oneyearinthesecondhalfofthe

twentiethcentury, theorganizersoftheend-of-seasoneventattheBeachClub — involving,

amongotheractivities, kiteflying, eggtossing, asandcastlecompetition, atugofwar, andmusi-

calchairs, andknownas“Family, Field, Fun&Frolic” — cameupwiththeideaofgivingout

campaign-stylebuttonswithlegendsrelatingtotheparticipants’ status, oldornew, atWatch
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Hill: “IamWatchHill,” “ImarriedWatchHill,” “IFoundWatchHill,” and“IamaTownie.”

Somewereabletosportallfourbuttons.

In SeasideTopics listedtwenty-fourfamilieswhohadbeencomingtoWatchHillfor

asmanyasfiveorsixgenerations.327 Fewerthanhalfofthosefamilieswerestillpartofthe

communityatthebeginningofthetwenty-firstcentury. Whileintheinterveningyears, many

familiesnotincludedonthe listhavebeenaccumulatingtheirgenerationshere, WatchHill

alsosawamajorinfluxofnewfamilies. Atthebeginningofthetwenty-firstcentury, onlyseven

familiescouldbefoundstilllivinginthecottagesthattheirancestorshadbuiltattheendofthe

nineteenthandthebeginningofthetwentiethcenturies.328 Whilenewbloodcanbeasource

ofstrengthtothecommunity, thereisaneedtosharewithnewpropertyownersthehistory

andthetraditionsthathavehelpedtomakeWatchHillwhatitis, andtoencouragetheirpar-

ticipationinthevariousWatchHillinstitutions.

WatchHillhasalwaysvalueditsprivacyandpreferredthattheworldbeyondtheFire

Districtbeunawareofitsexistence. Aslateas, ClevelandAmory, notedforhiswritings

aboutAmericanresortsandsociety, listedWatchHillasoneofhistenfavoritesinaHoliday

articletitled“MyFirstResorts.” Heobservedthatitpossessed“apositiveadvantageofnot

beingknown.” Notasinglepublicationhad, tohisknowledge, ever“covered” WatchHill:

And, asmoreandmoreresortsarebeginningtolearn, itisnotonlytherichwhospoilresorts...

itisalsoacuriouscombinationofSocietyandPublicity — whichIhavecalled“Publiciety.” Ofthis

group, WatchHillhasnexttonone, andwhathassavedWatchHill, Ibelieve, isthatthepeople

whowouldwanttogotoWatchHillto“gotoWatchHill” don’tknowenoughaboutWatchHill

towanttogothereinthefirstplace. AndsincethatisexactlyasWatchHillerswouldwishitto

continuetobe, Ihavenoothercoursetotakethantodiscontinuethisreport.329

Amorymayhavediscontinuedhisreport, butothers, lessreticent, followedhim, andtheflood-

gatesofoutsideattentionwereopenforgood. Overthelastdecadesofthetwentiethcentury,

numerousarticlesappearedinTravel&Leisure, TheProvidenceSundayJournal, theBostonGlobe,

YankeeMagazine, CondéNastTravelers, TownandCountry, NationalGeographicTraveler, The

NewYorkTimes, andCoastalLiving, amongothers. HowWatchHillmanagestoaccommodate

theconsequencesofitsunwelcomepopularity, includinghowitrespondstoparkingproblems

andtrafficcongestionintheVillage, fleetsofboatsinthebay, andcrowdsonthebeaches, will

determinehowwellitmanagestosurvive.

Onepossiblepositivechangemaycomeasaconsequenceoftheconversionunderway

ofmajorparkinglotstootheruses, residentialaswellascommercial. Itisnotunreasonableto

imaginethat, withfewerparkingplacesavailableforvisitingdaytrippers, thecharacterof

Villagebusinesses, nowmoregearedtotransientsthantoresidents, willonceagainbecome

moreresponsivetotheneedsoftheresidentsofWatchHillandnearbyshorelinecommunities.
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Anumberofissuesforfutureactionweresuggestedinthes, whenabroad-basedgroup

ofWatchHillresidentsformedaLong-RangePlanningCommitteeanddeveloped “The Watch

HillComprehensivePlan.” Itsrecommendationscontinuetodeserveattention.330

Fromanenvironmentalperspective, presentsignsofchangeandpasteventsatWatchHill

suggestconcernsforthefuture. Inthes, aconservationplanforNapatreewasproposedbut

neverfullyimplemented. Quiteapartfromthegeologicalchangesthatthefuturemaybring, if

thebeautyandrichdiversityofthisremarkablebarrierbeacharetobepreserved, itwillbenec-

essaryforWatchHilltotakedecisiveactiontodevelopacomprehensivemanagementregime

andthemanpowertoenforceit.

Asubtlephenomenonaffectingalloftheshorelineistherisingofsealevels. Clearevidence

ofthistrendcanbeseennearbyonBarnIsland, Stonington, justacrossLittleNarragansettBay.

There, stonewallswhichonlythreehundredyearsagodividedpastures, bythelastdecadesof

thetwentiethcenturydividedsalt-marshmeadows.331 EveninWatchHill, andoveramuch

shorterperiod, thissamephenomenonisevidentinthetransformationofanearly-twentieth-

centurytenniscourt, locatednearthebayonCurtisPoint, intoasaltmarsh(fig. ).

Thisishardlytheplacetodebatetheissueofclimatechange. Sufficeittosaythateven

conservativeestimatesofglobalwarmingoverthetwentieth-firstcenturyandoftheimpacts

 Forevidenceof risingsealevels, oneneedlooknofurtherthanArraquatRoadandCurtisPoint,
wherethe“Shortlands” tenniscourt(seefig. )inlessthanacenturyreconstituteditself intoasaltmarsh.
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ofmeltingpolariceonoceanlevelssuggestsubstantialconsequencesforthecoastalregions.332

GiventhattheaveragerangeoftidesatWatchHillPointvariesbetweentwoandthreefeet, it

isreasonabletoimaginethateventhemid-rangeestimateofariseofnineteeninches, suggested

in bytheNationalResearchCounciloftheNationalAcademyofSciences, willhave

substantialimpact, especiallywhenstormsurgesareinvolved. ThetimemaycomewhenNapa-

treewillagainbebreached, perhapspermanently.

AcarvedboulderontheslopeoftheMisquamicutClubhill — acrossOceanViewHighway

fromthelowercourseandtheponds — memorializes, atsomedozenfeetabovetheroad, the

high-watermarkofthe hurricane, theone-hundred-yearfloodmark.333 However, astime

goesbyandasoceanlevelsrise, afuturestormofthesamemagnitude, comingagainathigh

tide, mightbeexpectedtoreachastillmoresignificantlevel.

WhatdoesthefutureholdforWatchHill?Ifitispossibletosuggestananswer, itisthat

WatchHillandthepeoplewholiveherehavealwaysdemonstratedthedeterminationandthe

capacitytoprotectit. OverthecenturyandahalfthatWatchHillhasbeenaresort, ithas

weatheredhurricanes, fires, disastersatsea, andeventhestrainsofwar, andithasheldtogether

andrebuiltwhennecessary. ThereiseveryreasontoexpectthatWatchHillwillremainvigilant,

determined, andresilientandthusabletomeetwhateverchallengesthefuturemayhold.
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SunsetoverNapatree. TotheleftisFishersIsland; totheright, theConnecticutshore.
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Significanthistoriccottagesarelistedalphabeticallybycurrent

name, withformernames, if any, inbrackets. Finalnumbers

correspondtolocationsonthemap.

AldrichCottage  LighthouseRoad 

Altomare {Altomary}  PlimptonRoad 

Appleby {SunsetView, Wasigan}  SunsetAvenue 

Baycroft {Lermoh}  PawcatuckAvenue 

Bayridge 8AquidneckAvenue 

Bayswater  ArraquatRoad 

BeachMeadows  ManatuckAvenue 

Belfort {Yosemite}  MassachaugRoad 

Belveduto  NianticAvenue 

Blythebourne  Water’sEdgeRoad 

BonnieView {BonnieBrae, Acropolis}  SunsetAvenue 

Bouldercrest  WauwinnetAvenue 

BreezeCote  ChapelLane 

BriarRock  NinigretAvenue 

Bungalow, The  WesterlyRoad 

By-the-Sea  LarkinRoad 

CatlinCottage  WesterlyRoad 

Cedarcrest  BrowningRoad 

Cedarhurst  NeowamAvenue 

Cedars, The  NinigretAvenue 

Chalet, The {CedarBrae}  NoonatchRoad 

ChannelMark {Anchorage}  Water’sEdgeRoad 

Clarmar  YosemiteValleyRoad 

ClintonCottage  PawcatuckAvenue 

Cloverly  FosterCoveRoad 

CollinsCottage  Bluff Avenue 

Contremer  EastHillsRoad 

Cottage, The  LarkinRoad 

CoveCottage {Bungalow-on-Cove}  PawcatuckAvenue 

CraigieBrae {Glenhill }  AquidneckAvenue 

Crosswinds {BaltimoreCottage, SevenGables, Wawaloam}

 WesterlyRoad 

Crow’sNest {Leitrim, Dolobran}  NepunRoad 

Dormers, The  EverettAvenue 

DunbarRocks  OceanViewHighway 

Dunes, The  EverettAvenue 

EastCottage {LyonNo. , Mijapoan}  Water’sEdgeRoad 

EastDunes  Kidd’sWay 

EchoLodge {UshersAcres}  AquidneckAvenue 

Edgecove  Water’sEdgeRoad 

Edgemere  NianticAvenue 

Edgewater {Edgecliff }  LarkinRoad 

 

Cottages & Locations
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ElReposo  YosemiteValleyRoad 

Ésta-Es-Su-Casa {Barrocentra}  EastHillsRoad 

Everbreeze  ArraquatRoad 

Fairsigh {Pendleton House, Monabri}  Watch Hill Road 

Fairways {IdleRest}  OceanViewHighway 

FarLook {Ridgeleigh}  NepunRoad 

Fenways, The  NinigretAvenue 

Folly, The {RiverView}  Water’sEdgeRoad 

Gatehouse, The  LarkinRoad 

GeraniumPoint {BreezyPoint}  Water’sEdgeRoad 

GitcheGumee {Seaview, TheDug-Out}  NianticAvenue 

Graydon  OceanViewHighway 

Greycote {HuntCottage} 8WauwinnetAvenue 

Gulnare {Edgewater}  FosterCoveRoad 

Hedgerow {Wauwinnet}  PawcatuckAvenue 

HighWatch {HolidayHouse}  Bluff Avenue 

HighWicket {Sowanniu, ChuckleHill, GreysideNorth}

 PoponRoad 

HillHouse {TheKedge}  Bluff Avenue 

Hillside  WesterlyRoad 

IdleHour {ThreeSeas}  PawcatuckAvenue 

Inglecote {Foster, Vose, EverettFarmhouse}  Westerly Road 

IrisRock  SunsetAvenue 

Justhome {Seaesta, Weonit}  Bluff Avenue 

KennethRidge  RidgeRoad 

Knoll, The {TheFolly} 8NepunRoad 

LaMaritima {TheBoulders, Arcadia}  NinigretAvenue 

Lion-GateInn {DanielL. HarrisHouse, Windover}

 WatchHillRoad 

Louisiana  WatchHillRoad 

Maisonette  EastHillsRoad 

Mandalay {Fairview}  WauwinnetAvenue 

Manhan {CollinsHouse, MainBrace, Pennicumquik}

 WatchHillRoad 

Marbella {Chenowith, TheLedges}  WesterlyRoad 

Mastuxet {AlsopHouse, HartleyHouse}  LarkinRoad 

Meadholme  RidgeRoad 

Meadowcrest  WapanRoad 

Meramour {HighlandLodge}  NinigretAvenue 

Merrivale {Belvedere}  WatchHillRoad 

Midway  BreenRoad 

Mini-House  FosterCoveRoad 

Minnebama {Pinecroft,Tick-Tock House}  Ninigret Avenue 

MisquamicutCottage  PoponRoad 

MisquamicutInn {PotterFarmhouse}  FosterCoveRoad 

Moana {Aktaion}  LarkinRoad 

Moorcroft  SunsetAvenue 

Neowam  NeowamAvenue 

Ninigret  NinigretAvenue 

NormanHall {StoneHouse}  OceanViewHighway 

NorthCove  ArraquatRoad 

Overlook  OceanViewHighway 

PeckCottage {RedHouse, Aborigines}  BayStreet 

PineBeach {Intermere}  OceanViewHighway 

PinkHouse, The {SprayberryHouse}

 OceanViewHighway 

Point, The {TheManorHouse}  LighthouseRoad 

PommedeMer {PotatoPatch}  NianticAvenue 

Pomptookit  PawcatuckAvenue 

RedTop  WesterlyRoad 

RidgeEnd  YosemiteValleyRoad 

Ridgecrest {TheArches}  RidgeRoad 

RiverHouse {PotterCove}  BreenRoad 

Road’sEnd {WendellCottage}  EverettAvenue 

RockRidge  EverettAvenue 

RockRose {GreenShutters}  OceanViewHighway 

Rockpile {House-on-the-Hill, Spencecliffe}  Westerly Road 

Samoset  Water’sEdgeRoad 

Sandcastle {RimRock, Cardome}  ManatuckAvenue 

Schoolhouse, The  WesterlyRoad 
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SeaChange {Windemere}  BrowningRoad 

SeaCrest  NinigretAvenue 

SeaDown {SeaView}  ChapelLane 

SeaEcho {ThePageCottage}  NeowamAvenue 

SeaShell  EverettAvenue 

SeaSounds {Wintermere}  Kidd’sWay 

Seaswept {OceanMound}  LighthouseRoad 

Shadybrook {Thalassa}  OceanViewHighway 

Shoreby  WapanRoad 

Shortlands  ArraquatRoad 

SnugHarbor  BreenRoad 

Snuggery, The {Cragsmoor}  WesterlyRoad 

StellaMaris {LogCabin, Windswept, LongshoreII}

 OceanViewHighway 

StillWaters {DuneHame, Fin-Lea} FosterCoveRoad 

StoneHen{Intercrest}  PlimptonRoad 

Stoneleigh  WapanRoad 

Stonesthrow {YorkHouse, IvyCottage}

 WatchHillRoad 

StonyPath  EverettAvenue 

Stonyhurst  WauwinnetAvenue 

Sunnandene  Bluff Avenue 

SunnyHill {WardHouse}  OceanViewHighway 

SunnyledgeCottage  RidgeRoad 

Sunnymede  NinigretAvenue 

Sunnymere {TheStudio, SpiteHouse}  NianticAvenue 

Sunnyridge ValleyPath 

Sunnyside  SunsetAvenue 

SunsetHill  AquidneckAvenue 

SunshineCottage  WatchHillRoad 

Surfside  NinigretAvenue 

Taurento  LighthouseRoad 

Tepee {Montrose}  WesterlyRoad 

Timbers, The – OceanViewHighway 

ToWindward  OverlookDrive 

ToadHill {QuailRun}  FosterCoveRoad 

TreasureHill  Kidd’sWay 

Tredegar {Russula}  WesterlyRoad 

Trespasso  LighthouseRoad 

Watersedge  FosterCoveRoad 

Waveland {Waystones}  FosterCoveRoad 

WayneCottage  NinigretAvenue 

Wendover {Araconda}  EastHillsRoad 

WestCottage {LyonNo. }  Water’sEdgeRoad 

Westmoreland  ArraquatRoad 

Westwater  FosterCoveRoad 

Wetumanetu  NeowamAvenue 

Wickiup, The  WesterlyRoad 

Wigwam {Rosemont, Redlac}  WesterlyRoad 

Wildacre  WapanRoad 

Wildmoor  MassachaugRoad 

Windansea  BrowningRoad 

Windridge  OverlookDrive 

Windvale  OverlookDrive 

WinterWatch {Sunnycroft}  NepunRoad 

YorkHouse, The {Wildwood} 8BayStreet 
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Presidents

GovernorJuliusCatlin ‒

Dr. EbenezerK. Hunt ‒

JamesL. Howard ‒

WilliamC. Hastings ‒

JohnO.H. Pitney ‒

WalterE. Hope ‒

JohnM. Goetchius ‒

FrankHibbard ‒

TrumanH. Newberry ‒

A. CliffordShinkle ‒

NelsonE. Perin ‒

GeorgeG. Snowden, Jr., President-elect 

ClaudeDouthit, Jr. ‒

CharlesH. Baird ‒

ClaibornM. Carr, Jr. ‒

PaulD. Myers ‒

CharlesS. Whitman, Jr. ‒

WilliamT. Vogt ‒

HenrySaglio ‒

ChaplinB. Barnes ‒

EdithB. Eglin ‒

     

  

Presidents

WilliamP. Anderson ‒

JudgeAsaW. Tenney ‒

Mrs. SamuelD. McConnell ‒

MissMaryCatlinPhelps ‒

Mrs. ParkPainter ‒

Mrs. NelsonPerin ‒

Mrs. ParkPainter ‒

Mrs. NelsonPerin ‒

Mrs. AnnieB. McConnell 

Mrs. DavisC. Anderson ‒

Mrs. MeansSpencer ‒

Mrs. BurrowsSloan ‒

Mrs. MeansSpencer ‒

Mrs. JohnF. Russell, Jr. ‒

Mrs. DouglasJ. Crawford 

Mrs. GregoryN. Camp ‒

Mrs. GeorgeW. Connell ‒

Mrs. RayB. Westerfield 

Mrs. FrankE. Rutan ‒

Mrs. FrankG. Ahern ‒

Mrs. RalphJ. Burnard ‒

 

Leadershipof WatchHillInstitutions
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Mrs. PhilipB. Eaton ‒

Mrs. CharlesS. Whitman, Jr. ‒

Mrs. GeorgeL. WrennII ‒

Mrs. H. BradfordWesterfield 

Mrs. RobertE. Knisley ‒

Mrs. AlanJ. Hruska ‒

Mrs. JohnE. Farrand ‒

Mrs. MichaelA. Lemp ‒

Mrs. JohnB. Daukas ‒

Mrs. GeraldJ. Johnson ‒

Mrs. FrankT. Crawford ‒

Mrs. GeorgeC. Moore ‒

Mrs. CharlesS. Whitman, Jr. ‒

Mrs. WilliamF. Bennett ‒

Ms. MarianC. Hvolbeck ‒

Mrs. EdgarBurkhardt ‒

Mrs. JohnL. MacDonald ‒

Mrs. RobertE. Wilkes ‒

Mrs. DavidC. Johnson ‒

Mrs. JamesR. Pierce ‒

Mrs. DonaldR. Kelly ‒

  

Presidents

WilliamP. Anderson ‒

ShermanW. Knevals ‒

TrumanH. Newberry ‒

DudleyPhelps ‒

HaroldA. Howard ‒

GeorgeA. Driggs ‒

JamesM. Pendleton ‒

WalterE. Hope ‒

ThomasD. Thacher ‒

FrankHibbard ‒

EltonParks ‒

A.CliffordShinkle ‒

J. FrederickEagle ‒

HunterS. Marston ‒

NelsonE. Perin ‒

WalterE. Hope ‒

PhillipsR. Turnbull ‒

GeorgeG. Snowden, Jr. ‒

HunterS. Marston ‒

A. WebsterDougherty ‒

JamesM. Snowden ‒

ThomasG. Ahern ‒

GeorgeV. Smith ‒

A. BrittonBrowne ‒

WilliamT. Vogt ‒

CharlesB. White ‒

PaulD. Myers ‒

GeorgeY. WheelerII ‒

PaulD. Myers ‒

GeorgeV. Smith ‒

RalphU. Bercovici ‒

FrederickR. Loney, Jr. ‒

WilliamT. Vogt ‒

AnthonyJ.A. Bryan ‒

L. PattonKline ‒

WilliamT. Vogt ‒

ThomasD. O’Connor ‒

WilliamJ. Miller, Jr. ‒

   

Moderators

FrankLarkin ‒

ArthurLowesDickinson 

SamuelH. Davis ‒

JohnW. Sweeney ‒

HenryL. Burdick ‒

EdmundLeRoyDow ‒

ClarenceR. Bitting ‒
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EdmundLeRoyDow ‒

RobertM. Nelson ‒

A. WebsterDougherty ‒

JabishHolmes ‒

PaulJ. Moore ‒

CharlesS. Whitman, Jr. ‒

AlbertJ. Parreño ‒

JamesG. Reardon ‒

RobertJ. Brockmann ‒

FrederickB. Whittemore ‒

   

Chiefs

WilliamE. Chapman ‒

FrederickO. Lanphear ‒

StephenW. Collins ‒

WalterH. Nash ‒

GeorgeW. Hoxie ‒

EdwinC. Barber ‒

CharlesE. Barber ‒

DuncanL. Cushing ‒

CarlA. Greene ‒

VincentG. Gaccione ‒

ScottJ. Harold ‒

   

Commodores

WilliamJ. Battey ‒

JohnO.H. Pitney ‒

WilliamT. Howard ‒

RidleyWatts 

JohnWatts ‒

GeorgeL. Babcock ‒

EbenKnowlton ‒

ThomasDenny 

HarveyD. Cowee ‒

DanielF. Larkin ‒

RaynhamTownshend ‒

GeoffreyL. Moore 

DanielF. Larkin, Jr. ‒

NelsonW. Pickering ‒

GregoryN. Camp ‒

LawrenceM. Noble 

JamesG. Graham 

WilderGutterson 

HubbardPhelps ‒

ArthurM. Cottrell, Jr. ‒

FrankCrawford ‒

PeterG.Ogilby ‒

FrankE. Rutan, Jr. ‒

JohnF. Sullivan ‒

CourtlandR. Chapman ‒

RobertA. Green ‒

AvardE. Fuller ‒

Rev. AlexanderOgilby ‒

CharlesN. DeRose ‒

HerbertW. Rathbun, Jr. ‒

RobertA.Green, Jr. ‒

RichardC. Holliday ‒

HubbardPhelps ‒

WilliamB. Thornton ‒

JohnM. Regan, Jr. ‒

Mrs. RitaY. Ahearn ‒

JohnR. Payne, Jr. ‒

WarrenF. Woodworth ‒

JohnB. Daukas ‒

StuartW. Weier ‒

PeterD. Griggs ‒

FredA.Allardyce ‒

JudithE. Lentz ‒
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EdwinG. Hebb, Jr. ‒

WayneM. Boylan ‒

LawrenceE. Keefe, Jr. ‒

ErnestChornyei, Jr. ‒

 

Presidents

JohnS. Burke, Jr. ‒ 

JoanAhernLemp ‒

O. GilbertBrim ‒

PhilipWiggenhauser, Jr. ‒ 

GeorgeW. Markham ‒

    



Presidents

F. CharlesSwerz ‒

SusanneS. Knisley ‒

JudithE. Lentz ‒

RichardH. Sayre ‒

MichaelW. Dush ‒

   

President

FrederickB. Whittemore ‒

   

President

FrederickB. Whittemore ‒
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. WatchHillappearsonmapsandcharts, asfollows: 

ChartNo. , UnitedStates-EastCoast, FishersIslandSound,

RhodeIsland-Connecticut-NewYork, correctedtoApril, ,

PublishedatWashington, D.C., U.S. DepartmentofCommerce,

NationalOceanicandAtmosphericAdministration, NationalOcean

Service; andWatchHillQuadrangle, RhodeIsland-Connecticut,

. Minutes(Topographic), WatchHill, RhodeIsland-Connecticut

#---, rev. , Mapped, edited, andpublishedbythe

GeologicalSurvey.

. PeterC. PattonandJamesM. Kent, AMoveableShore: The

Fateof theConnecticutCoast (Durham: DukeUniversityPress, ),

 ‒,  ‒.

. CharlesF. Hickox, “TheGeologyoftheDr. JohnChamplin

GlacierPreserve” (unpublishedpaperpreparedfortheWesterlyLand

Trust, ). SeealsoCharlesF. HickoxandCharlesF. HickoxIII,

“DeepFreeze,” Tidings ( June).

. GeorgeY. WheelerII, TheMisquamicutClub:  Years,

 – (WestWarwick, R.I.: KSDesigns, ). Wheeler

identifiesthefourgreensasTwo, Seven, Eight, andTen — “kettles

whichhavebeenscouredoutbyrockydebrisatthebaseofthe

retreatingglacier, yearsagoandleftfilledwithmeltwater” ().

. BettyFlandersThomson, TheChangingFaceof NewEngland

(NewYork: TheMacmillanCompany, ), .

. Hickox.

. AprominentphysicianinWesterlyintheearlytwentiethcen-

tury, Dr. Champlinwastheownerofthisremarkableproperty, which

athisdeathpassedtohisLathropfamilyheirs.

. WilliamCronon, ChangesintheLand: Indians, Colonists, and

theEcologyof NewEngland (NewYork: HillandWang, ), .

. Ibid., .

. “HistoricalPerspectiveoftheNarragansettIndianTribe,”

onlineatwww.Narragansett - tribe.org/history.htm.

. KathleenJoanBragdon, NativePeopleof SouthernNewEng-

land, ‒ (Norman: UniversityofOklahomaPress, ), .

. NativeAmericanArchaeologyinRhodeIsland (Providence:

RhodeIslandHistoricalPreservation&HeritageCommission,

), .

. Sosoa’s name is recalled today in Sosoa Lane, the small road

at Thompson’sCornersthatrunsfromWatchHillRoad, bythe

WesterlyYachtClub, toEastAvenue.

. Drake’sIndiansof NorthAmerica, thed.,  ‒, referenced

inSeasideTopics, August, .

. OnStantonseetheRev. FredericDenison, Westerly(Rhode

Island) and Its Witnesses, for Two Hundred and Fifty Years, ‒6

(Providence: J.A. &R.A. Reid, ; reprint, Salem, Mass: Higgin-

sonBookCo., ),  ‒. Seealsoanaccountofhimwrittenbya

ninth-generationdescendant, StantonSaunders, “ThomasStanton

ofStonington,” Tidings, September/October. InStonington,

the-year-oldStantonhomesteadonGreenhavenRoad, builtin

thes, stillinthehandsoftheoriginalfamily, wouldbecomethe

Stanton-DavisHomesteadMuseum. DatesprovidedbyJohn“Whit”

Davisinconversation, April, . Thefamilyhassoldthedevel-

opmentrightsto acresofthefarmtotheStateofConnecticut.

Thus, thatproperty, directlyinviewofWatchHillandAvondale,

willremainforeveropen.
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. Bragdon, .

. Denison, .

. J. Franklin Jameson, ed., Narratives of New Netherland, ‒

 (NewYork: CharlesScribner’sSons, ; reprint, NewYork:

Barnes&Noble, Inc., ), . Afootnotetothepassageidentifies

the“EastRiver” asthePawcatuckRiver. NewWorldorNieuwe

Wereldt waspublishedin, , , and.

. Denison, .

. Ibid.

. CaptainNelsonW. Pickering, “NotesontheMaritimeHis-

toryofthePawcatuckValley,” SomePapersDeliveredBeforetheWest-

erlyHistoricalSociety, DuringtheYears ‒ (Westerly: The

UtterCompany, ), .

. Ibid.

. Denison, .

. AlbertP. Pendleton, “ThePawcatuckRiver,” SomePapers

DeliveredBeforetheWesterlyHistoricalSocietyof Westerly, Rhode

Island, DuringtheYears‒ (Westerly: TheSteadmanPress,

Inc., ), .

Differentreferencesindifferentsourcesrefertothe“WatchHill

Landing” asboththeWatchHillDockintheharborandtheLarkin

Dock, theBlockIslandsteamerdockoff WatchHillPoint, inFishers

IslandSound. ItisclearfromPendletonthatDenison’sreference,

ashisalso, istotheFishersIslandSoundlocationandthatthesand

ridgethroughwhichthebreachpassedwasNapatreeBeach. Itis

temptingtoimaginethatthebreachnearesttotheVillageopenedup

bytheHurricaneof maybeatthesiteoftheancientoutlet.

. Ibid.

. Denison, .

. Ibid., .

. Itwasonlyin thattheWesterlyshorecommunity

whichliesbetweenWatchHillandWeekapaugchangeditsname

fromPleasantViewtoMisquamicutt, laterMisquamicut.

. Denison, .

. NativeAmericanArchaeologyinRhodeIsland, .

. Ibid.

. Denison, inhisRollofRepresentatives to the GeneralAssem-

bly, notes — for the five years,  ‒ — “Town business brokenup

byPhilip’sWar” ().

. “SomeIndianprisonersofwarweresoldintoslaveryoutside

RhodeIsland; somewereforcedintolongtermsofforcedlaborhere.

Indianchildrenwereindentureduntiltheirthirties; Indianadults

weresentencedtosevenyearsoflabor.” NativeAmericanArchaeology

inRhodeIsland, .

. Ibid., .

. SeasideTopics, August, .

. NativeAmericanArchaeologyinRhodeIsland, .

. QuotedinDenison, .

. MaryAgnesBest, TheTownthatSavedaState: Westerly

(Westerly: TheUtterCompany, ), .

. Denison, .

. ThepaintingdidindeeddescendintheWinslowfamilyand

in wasgiventoRISD byadescendant, RobertWinslow, who

recountedhisfamily’straditionthatNinigrethadsavedthelifeof

EdwardWinslow, Jr. RISD curatorsnotethatthereisnohistorical

recordofsuchanevent. Theybelievethatthepaintingdatesfrom

about andnotethat“thefigure’sadornmentwithwampum

(headpiece, necklace, earring)hishairstyle, tradingclothmantle, and

loinclothallconformtowhatweknowaboutNativeAmericansof

thisregioninthecontactera.” Theyfindnosupportforconnecting

theimagewithNinigretorNinigretII. LetterfromAnnS. Woolsey,

AssistantInterimDirector, TheRISD Museum, February, .

. ReginaldE. Peck, EarlyLandHoldersof WatchHill, paper

firstreadatameetingoftheWesterlyHistoricalSociety, May, 

(privatelyprinted, ).

. Ibid., .

. Ibid.

. Ibid.

. Anoteaboutthedate. ThedeedintheStoningtonLand

RecordsisdatedFebruary, . WhenPeckreferstothedateas

February, , heisreflectingthedateaccordingtotheGregorian

calendar, adoptedinGreatBritainandthecoloniesin. Dates

fromJanuary toMarch, before, wereaccordingtotheJulian

calendar, henceintheprioryear, sinceMarch wastheNewYear

undertheJuliancalendar.

. Peck, . TheOxfordEnglishDictionary definesa“messuage”

asadwelling-houseanditsoutbuildings, anda“feeding” asagrazing-

groundorpasturage.

. NotethatJ.R. Cole’sHistoryof WashingtonandKent

Counties, RhodeIsland (; reprint, Salem, Mass.: HigginsonBook

Co., ),  ‒, providesthemetesandboundsdescriptionof

thetractinaformconsiderablyeasiertoreadanddecipherthanthe

copyofthedeedintheStoningtonLandRecords.
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. QuotedinBest, .

. Denison, .

. Ibid., .

. Ibid.

. Ibid.

. Ibid., .

. The LarkinHousebrochureidentifiesBearHillas“the

next[aftertheWatchHill]andmostprominenthill, whichislarger

thanWatchHill[and]isone-halfmiletothenorthandiscalledBear

orSunsetHill.” LocalHistoryCollection, MemorialandLibrary

AssociationofWesterly. However, Denison’sreferencesappearcon-

tradictory. HeseemstorelatetheWatchHilltoBearHill(p. ), but

hisreference(p. )to“thehighestbluff near WatchHill” (emphasis

supplied), wouldtendtosuggestSunsetHill. Yetanothersource, a

twentieth-centurymapof “ThePawcatuckRiverwithLittleNarra-

gansettBay” ( J.E. Dodge, ), whichincludesmanypopularfea-

tures, includingsteamers, andcontainsvarioushistoricalnotes, shows

theWatchHillas“IndianLookoutontheHill(‘BearHill’)TwoSix

PoundersHereinRevolution.” Nevertheless, giventhegeographical

specificityoftheLarkinHousedescription, theSunsetHillidentifi-

cationwouldappeartohavegreatercredibility.

. Peck, , .

. TimothyDwight, TravelsinNewEnglandandNewYork,

ed. BarbaraMillerSolomonwiththeassistanceofPatriciaM. King

(Cambridge, Mass.: TheBelknapPressofHarvardUniversityPress,

), : .

. RobinDriscoll, “WatchHill’sNashFamily,” Tidings,

September/October.

. SeasideTopics, June, .

. EdwardR. Champlin, “WatchHillPeopleintheSixties,”

unidentifiednewspaperarticle, annotatedwiththedateMarch,

. LocalHistoryCollection, MemorialandLibraryAssociation

ofWesterly.

. Ibid.

. InformationprovidedbyJohn“Whit” Davis, thepatriarchof

theStanton-Davisfamily, twelfth-generationdescendantofThomas

Stanton, whocamefromEnglandtoAmericain, inconversation,

May.

. WatchHillSurf, , reportedinLidoMochetti, “Inthe

Beginning…”, Tidings, August.

. DudleyPhelps, “RecollectionsofEarlyDaysatWatchHill,”

SeasideTopics, September, .

. Peck, .

. TheWesterlySun, June, .

. Unidentifiedarticle, purportingtoreprintanarticlefromthe

August, , editionoftheSpringfield, Mass. Republican. Local

HistoryCollection, MemorialandLibraryAssociationofWesterly.

. WatchHillSurf, , reportedinMochetti.

. Wheeler, .

. SeasideTopics, June, .

. SeasideTopics, July, .

. WatchHillTopics, July, .

. Ibid.

. SeasideTopics, September, .

. Ibid.

. AndrewLipman, “TheWildNewEnglandShore: Reinvent-

ingNatureinWatchHill, RhodeIsland,  ‒,” TheLogof the

MysticSeaport , no.  (Spring), .

. Larkinfamilytradition. ConversationwithBriggsLarkin,

October, .

. Keller, whowasborninIrelandin andwithhisfamily

emigratedtoAmericaintheearlys, livedmuchofhisadultlifein

Hartford. HeisparticularlyrememberedforhisSoldiersandSailors

MemorialArchatHartford’sBushnellPark. Butinalongcareer

from to, heisalsoknownfornumerousotherstructureshe

designedaroundthecountry — officebuildings, churches, schools,

hospitals, libraries, bridges, houses, andmonuments. Hedesigned

morebuildingsforJamesL. Howardthanforanyotherclient. David

F. RansomwroteofKeller, “usingapowerfulGothicidiom, [he]

designedpicturesqueandsimplebuildings…Withaliteratestyle,

withverve, andauseofhonestmaterials, withadeterminationthat

formfollowedfunction, Kelleravoidedsham, pretense, andthesiren

calloftheclassicalrevival” (GeorgeKeller, Architect[Hartford: The

Stowe-Day Foundation, ],  ‒). The book, incidentally, is ded-

icatedtoJamesLelandHoward.

. MarianaH. Tallman, PleasantPlacesinRhodeIsland, and

HowtoReachThem(Providence: TheProvidenceJournalCompany,

), ‒.

. WatchHillSurf, , reportedinMochetti.

. GaryAnderson, “TheWatchHillMerry-Go-Round,”

Tidings, August. In, Andersonwasengagedbythe
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ImprovementSocietytopaintandresaddlethehorses. Hefound

himselfundertakingamajorrestoration.

. Tallman, .

. TheWesterlySun, December, .

. Mrs. HarrietC. Moore, “TheStoryofthe Watch HillMerry-

Go-Round,” OceanViews, June, . Acharmingchildren’sbook

basedonthehistoryandlegendoftheoriginalMerry-Go-Round

horsewaspublishedbytheWatchHillMemorialLibraryand

ImprovementSociety, byarrangementwithSimon&SchusterBooks

forYoungReaders, in. ItisTheRunawayFlyingHorse, by

PaulJacquesBonzon, translatedfromtheFrenchbySusanKottaand

illustratedbyWilliamPèneDuBois.

. WatchHill, R.I.: ADescription of Its Three Beaches, Its Cli-

mate, Scenery, Etc. (Englewood, N.J.: OfficeoftheEnglewood

Times, ; reprint, WatchHill: TheBook&TackleShop, ), ,

. ThisistheprospectusofCharlesJ. Everett, whosoldhisproperty

totheSyndicate.

. Cole,  ‒.

. WatchHill, R.I., .

. Unidentifiednewspaperclipping, inscribed“” andpur-

portingtoreprintanarticlefromtheSpringfieldRepublican, with

dateline, WatchHill, August. LocalHistoryCollection, Memorial

andLibraryAssociationofWesterly.

. TheOxfordEnglishDictionary definesa“driftway” asalane

overwhichcattleorhorsesaredriventopastureormarket.

. Peck,  ‒. Alongthatroad, locatedinthetrianglebetween

itandAvondaleRoad, justbeforethefarmhouseoftheAvondale

Farm, isagranitemonumentthatrecallsthefoundingofAvondale

asLotteryvilleandthestorybehindthechangeinitsname. Italso

identifiesthefarmhouseastheGreatHouseofCaptainJoseph

PendletonandtheareaastheoriginalseaportofWesterly, notingthat

itsoldhouseswerehometowhalingcaptainsandsealers. Afurther

detailnotedisthatitwas“ontheseshores” thatCaptainGeorge

Potter’scompany“stoodreadytorepeltheBritishin.” The

GreatHouse, datingfrom, becamethehomeoftheChapman

familyafteraChapmanmarriedaPendletondaughterintheearly

nineteenthcentury.

ThemonumentwaserectedbytheAvondaleImprovementAsso-

ciationin. Lotteryville(Avondaletoday)wassonamedbecause

in CaptainJamesPendleton, owneroflandsonwhichmostof

thevillagestands, inordertorecoupthelossofhisBrigantineandits

cargoonareturntripfromtheWestIndies, waspermittedbythe

RhodeIslandGeneralAssemblytoholdalotteryforthesaleofsome

 house lots to the general public. By the end of the nineteenth

century, lotteries, commoninthepreviouscentury, hadfallenintodis-

repute. BestreportsthatwhenthecommunitypetitionedtheFederal

Governmentforapostofficein, thegovernment“insistedthat

theobjectionablenamemustgo” (). Thevillagesubmittedthe

namesNinigret, Mastuxet, andAvondale.

. DerrylG. Lang, “TheDevelopmentofaSummerResort:

WatchHill, RhodeIsland” (Master’sthesis, GraduateSchoolof

Architecture, PlanningandPreservation, ColumbiaUniversity,

), .

. EverettBarns, “HistoryofPawcatuckRiverSteamboats,” a

papersubmittedtotheWesterlyHistoricalSocietyandprintedby

theUtterCompany, Westerly, . RecordsandPapers — Westerly

HistoricalSociety, ‒.

. Unidentifiednewspaperclipping, datedThursday, August,

. LocalHistoryCollection, MemorialandLibraryAssociationof

Westerly.

. CarolW. Kimball, “TheBlockIsland,” Tidings, July.

. Best, .

. GregoryC. Benoit, “Clang, Clang, Clang, WenttheTrolley,”

Tidings, June.

. SeasideTopics, July, .

. SeasideTopics, July, .

. SeasideTopics, August, .

. ProvidenceEveningBulletin, June, .

. Peck, .

. Lipman, .

. SeasideTopics, August, .

. Lang,  ‒.

. Tallman, .

. NationalRegisterof HistoricPlaces: WatchHill, Rhode

Island, WatchHillHistoricDistrct, preparedbyRupertO. Jones, Jr.

(WatchHill: TheWatchHillPreservationSociety, ), .

. Peck, .

. NationalRegister, .

. Peck, ff; SeasideTopics, five-partseries, August –

September, .

. WatchHillTopics, July, .
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. Peckdatesthecottage, butHowarddidnotacquirethe

landuntil. LangandtheNationalRegister supportthe date,

whichisconfirmedbyanunidentified newspaperclipping,

whichreportsthat“ThecottageofMr. JamesL. Howardisnearing

completion.” Acovenantinthe deedbywhichHowardacquired

thepropertyprohibiteditfrombeingusedfortheerectionofahotel.

DeedofWilliamH. Chapman, HarveyCampbell, Jr., andDaniel

F. LarkintoJamesL. Howard, WesterlyLandEvidenceRecords,

Book, page, April, . Theclippingisinthefilesofthe

LocalHistoryCollectionoftheMemorialandLibraryAssociation

ofWesterly. ForinformationonHoward, seeLang, .

. TheSyndicateProspectus, publishedinHistoricalSouvenir

of WatchHill, R.I.: WatchHill, RhodeIslandandItsAttractionsas

aSummerResort(Cincinnati: RobertClarke&Co., Printers, ;

reprint, WatchHill, TheBook&TackleShop, ),  ‒. The

SyndicateProspectusisalsoincludedinaTidings reprint, August

. Thetextwastakeninlargemeasurefromtheprospectus

publishedin byCharlesJ. Everett: “CottageSitesatWatchHill”

(seen.  above).

. DeedofJamesL. HowardtoElizabethW. Alsop, August,

, WesterlyLandEvidenceRecords, Book, p. ; anddeedof

JamesL. HowardtoDr. H. A. Grant, May, , WesterlyLand

EvidenceRecords, Book,  (or). SeeWesterlyPlatBook,

p. .

. SeasideTopics, August, .

. SeasideTopics, August, .

. WatchHillTopics, July, . SeealsoDavidPanciera,

“Baseball, OurFirst Years,” Tidings, June.

. SeasideTopics, August, .

. ThecorncribwaslocatedonWesterlyRoadnearthecorner

ofNingretAvenue, onthepropertythatwaslaterthesiteofMarbella.

. SeasideTopics, August, . Fordevelopmentofthegolf

course, seealsoWheelerII, TheMisquamicutClub (seen.  above).

. TheNationalRegisteridentifiesthearchitectofthenew

clubhouseastheNewYorkfirmofAtterbury&Tompkins, the

designerlaterofSunsetHill.

. SeasideTopics, July, .

. Wheeler, .

. SummerSocialDirectory (WatchHill: SeasideTopics, ).

. WesterlySun, September, .

. WesterlySun, October, .

. WatchHillFireDepartment, CelebratingOneHundredYears

of Dedicated Service to the Watch Hill Residents and Community, .

. SeasideTopics, May, .

. SeasideTopics, August, .

. SeasideTopics, June, .

. SeasideTopics, June, .

. SeasideTopics, June, .

. ReminiscencesofFrancesCurtisHardie, notesfor“Mini-

Memoir,” .

. WilliamE. Fiske, A Curious Childhood (Madison, N.J.: Madi-

sonPrintingCompany, ), . Fiskewasbornin andwritesof

summersspentattheMisquamicutInnwithhisgrandmother, Mrs.

W. PalmerLetchfordofMorristown, NewJersey,  ‒.

. Ibid., ‒ .

. SeasideTopics, August, .

. WatchHillintheHurricaneof Septemberst,  (Watch

Hill: SeasideTopics, November), .

. SeasideTopics, July, .

. SeasideTopics, June, .

. In, followingthetotalloss, inanotherhurricane, ofone

oftherebuiltbathingpavilions, DanielF. Larkin, Jr., erectedasign

similartothaterectedbyhisfathersixyearsearlier. Bothfatherand

sonendedtheirWorldWarII serviceasNavyCommanders.

. SeasideTopics, June, .

. SeasideTopics, July, .

. SeasideTopics, August, .

. ReminiscencesofJaneHoxieMaxson, September, .

. Wheeler, .

. Ibid.

. SeasideTopics, September, , May, .

. NationalRegister(seen.  above).

. PlatofCottageSites, “EverettFarm,” WatchHill, Washing-

tonCounty, R.I., MadebyJacobS. Burnet, LyneasNorton, Walter

St. Jno. Jones, M.D. Burke, Surveyor, Cincinnati, August, ,

WesterlyPlatBook, p. , filedSeptember, .

AmendedPlatofPartofEverettFarm, WatchHill, Rhode

Island, MadebyMessrsBurnet, Norton, andJones, June, Scale

 feetperinch, WesterlyPlatBook, p. , filedAugust, .

MapofCottageSites, EverettFarm, WatchHill, RhodeIsland,

MadebyJacobS. Burnet, LyneasNorton, WalterSt. JohnJones,

, FromsurveybyJ.H. Serviss, C.E., , WesterlyPlatBook,

pp. , , filedDecember, .
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SupplementaryMapofCottageSitesonapartoftheEverett

Farm, WatchHill, RhodeIsland. MadebytheOrderofLyneas

NortonandWalterSt. JohnJones, January, Scale feetto

theinch, WesterlyPlatBook, pp. , . Anotationontheplat

reads, “ThismapistoshowtheSubDivisionsofLot andseveral

ponds, No--- & inthefinalsaleoftheSyndicateLandat

WatchHill, R.I.”

MapofPropertyofCharlesJ. Everett, atWatchHill, R.I., No. ,

, Scale feetperinch, WesterlyPlatBook, pp. , , filed

January, .

. MapShowingBuildingSites&RoadsontheWatchHill

Farm, WatchHill, R.I., SurveyedbyJohnL. Kenyon, Mapand

RoadsbyConstableBros., Architects&Engineers, N.Y., Redrawnby

JohnL. Kenyon, Wyoming, R.I., scale ft. = in., WesterlyPlat

Book, pp. , , filedFebruary, .

. PlatoftheUplands, TheEstateofRWBurnet, WatchHill,

R.I., Aug. , , JohnKenyonSurveyor, scale feettoaninch,

WesterlyPlatBook, p. , filedNovember, .

. AlthoughtheNationalRegister givesBlythbourne ’sdateas

about, theformationoftheSyndicatein providesamore

likelyterminuspostquem. Familyhistorysuppliesthedateof.

. JournalsofIdaSelleckSnively, Year, reproducedby

RobertC. Cosbey(grandson), Regina, Saskatchewan, April.

Provided, kindnessofMargaretI. Cosbey(great-granddaughter)and

ChristopherB. andCynthiaB. Galvin.

. TheothersweretheVogtcottageTrespasso, theGutterson

cottagePotterCove, andtheMisquamicutClub.

. W.W. Chaplin, TheFifty-TwoDays (Indianapolis: Bobbs-

Merrill, ).

. Ibid, ‒.

. Memosof JohnC. Dean (Indianapolis, privatelyprinted, n.d.).

. DwightC. Brown, Jr., “C. Maxson&Co, Builders,” Tidings

( July), ‒.

. SeasideTopics, June, .

. ThefamilyofCyrilV. Mooreincludeshisthreebrothers,

GeoffreyL. Moore, HaroldQ. Moore, andThomasF. Moore, and

theirfamilies. ThebrothersweresonsofGeorgeC. Mooreofthe

GeorgeC. MooreCompanyandhiswife, ElizabethF. Moore. All

wereWatchHillcottagers.

. NotesprovidedbyHatsyMoore, October.

. HelenLathrop, “TheMostFamousTelephoneTowninthe

Country,” Tidings (April /May).

. Seewww.cincinnatilibrary.org.

. HelenJoyLee, TravelingWithGran’ma, CampingAround

theWorld (Philadelphia: Dorrance, ). Inadditiontoheraccount

ofthe hurricaneinthespecialeditionofSeasideTopics, her

storyisalsotoldinabook, WatchHillHurricane, September, ,

writtenwithherdaughters, MarianL. LeeandEuniceLee(Watch

Hill: TheBook&TackleShop, ).

. TheNationalRegister reportsthatthecottagewasbuilt

about forJohnH. Clark, anOhioattorneywhobecamefirsta

judgeoftheU.S. DistrictCourtfortheNorthernDistrictofOhio

andthenanAssociateJusticeoftheU.S. SupremeCourt(‒).

Thatinformation, however, wouldappearincorrect, asthereisno

evidencethatJusticeClarkeverownedpropertyinWesterly. Josiah

H. ClarkeofWorcester, whosewife, FrancesA. Clarke, actually

ownedtheproperty, hadofcoursethesameinitialsastheSupreme

CourtJustice.

. ItshouldnotbenecessarytonotethattheSocietyofthe

Cincinnatiisunrelated, exceptbyname, totheOhiocity. Bothtake

theirnamefromLuciusQuinctiusCincinnatus, afarmerandmilitary

leaderofthefifth-century.. Rome. Twicecalledfromhisfarmto

leadRomanmilitaryforces, hesavedRomefromtheenemy, each

timerefusingrewardandreturningtohisfarm. GeorgeWashington

wasconsideredtheCincinnatusoftheAmericanRevolution. At

theendofthatstruggle, in, hisContinentalofficersformedthe

societyinhishonorandinhonoroftheirachievement. Membersof

thesociety, ofwhomLarzAndersonwasone, aredescendantsof

thosefoundingofficers, usuallytheeldestsonaccordingtotheruleof

primogeniture. AndersonHouse, at Massachusetts Avenue, N.W.,

Washington, D.C., isaNationalHistoricLandmarkandislistedon

theNationalRegisterofHistoricPlaces. Itsmuseumandlibraryare

opentothepublic.

. TheWendellnameispuzzling. Thecottagewasbuiltfor

Collins, andthereisnoWendellintheWesterlyLandEvidence

Records. ButthereferenceisintheNationalRegister, andanearly

cottagedirectoryconfirmsthecottagename.

. VeraM. Robinson, inanunpublishedpaper, “WatchHill,

RhodeIsland: AUniqueMaritimeResort,” December, ,

providestheprobateinformationthatsupportsthistitleinformation,

whichvariesfromthatprovidedbytheNationalRegister. Ms.

Robinson’spaperisintheLocalHistoryCollectionoftheMemorial

andLibraryAssociationofWesterly.
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. Stephen Birmingham,“Victoriana Under Glass,Watch Hill —

anAmericanAnachronism,” Travel&Leisure , no.  (April).

. JohnB. Severance, inhisbiographyEinstein: Visionary

Scientist(Boston: HoughtonMifflin, ClarionBooks, ), has

clarifiedEinstein’stimeatWatchHill. Hewas there only one summer,

thatof, not, asispopularlybelieved, formore.

. BrigidRooneySmith, WatchHillbyRiverandbySea

(Charleston: ArcadiaPublishing, ), .

. Severance, ‒.

. BriggsLarkin, daughterofDanielF. Larkin, Jr., inconver-

sation, September.

. HarveyC. PerryII, inconversation, .

. JudithM. JiskootElliot, secondwifeandwidowofLodewyk

Jiskoot, notesprovided, .

. ItisafeatureoftheEverettsubdivisionthatthepond

(MickillPond)belowthepropertiesonthesoutherlysideofNinigret

Avenuewasdividedintoindividualpondlots, whichranfromtheir

southerlyboundariestoNianticAvenue.

. WatchHillSurf reportedthatgroundhadbeenbrokenfor

thecottagein. ReportedinMochetti(seen.  above).

. SeasideTopics inobituary, June, .

. DavidPanciera, “EmilyKimborough,” Tidings (August

).

. EmilyKimboroughandCorneliaOtisSkinnercoauthored

OurHeartsWereYoungandGay, ahumorousaccount, publishedin

, ofasharedEuropeanvacation. Both, togetherwithMrs. Jacobs,

wereregularfixturesoftheWatchHillsummersceneinthemid-

twentiethcentury.

. Seaside Topics, September , . In , Anderson planned

to give a concert at Constitution Hall in Washington. The hall,

however, was owned by the Daughters of the American Revolution

(DAR), which refused to let her perform, because she was African

American. President Franklin D. Roosevelt and Mrs. Roosevelt were

outraged and arranged for the concert to be held at the Lincoln

Memorial on Easter Sunday. Anderson performed before an audience

of ,.

. TheNationalRegister liststhedateas. However,

WatchHillSurf, inthesummerof, reportsthatDr. DavisC.

Andersonhad“gonetoNewYorktodecideuponhisplansofhis

cottage, whichheintendsshortlytoerectonNinigretAvenue”

(reportedinMochetti).

. SeasideTopics, August, .

. EnsignJamesGordonWoodruff, USNR, diedintheBattle

ofMidway, June, .

. InthecaseofRidgecrest andSunnyledgeCottage, theroad

runstoseparatelotsatitseasterlyend. Asapaperroad(aroadshown

onaplat, butnotconstructed), ValleyPathalsorunstoRidgeRoad,

and another paper road, Orchard Lane, runs from it to Westerly Road.

. Fiske, ‒.

. SeasideTopics, June, .

. TheNationalRegister statesthatthecottagewasbuiltabout

. However, Westerlylandevidenceandtaxrecordsshowthat

therewasnobuildingonthepropertyuntil, whentheSturhahn

family began to build the cottage; it was apparently completed in .

. HelenMcLanahanHusted, “I’llNeverForget...,” Tidings

(September/October).

. LouiseMcLanahanNoble, notestoherfamily, February,

.

. ThecuriouscoincidenceoftwoWatchHillfamilies, the

LarkinsandtheMcLanahans, beingdescendedfromtwoeighteenth-

centuryIndianagentswithsimilarsurnamesisjustthat. There

appearstobenorelationshipbetweenJamesDeane, theancestorof

theMcLanahans, andJohnDean, theancestoroftheLarkins.

. HelenSpencerDayMcLanahanandHelenMcLanahan

Husted, JamesDeane, CompiledfromHistoricalRecordsandfrom

StoriesRelatedbyElectraDeaneSpencer, DaughterofJamesDeane

(Privatelyprinted, n.d.).

. SamuelBuckingham, whosehouseitwasthatwascon-

demned, wasthegreat-grandsonoftheRev. ThomasBuckingham,

whosettledinSaybrookin andwasoneofthetenfoundersand

originaltrusteesoftheCollegiateSchool, foundedin andlater

renamedYaleCollege. Thomas’ssonDanielwasajusticeofthepeace

andcustodianoftheYalelibrary. WhenYalemovedtoNewHavenin

, thebookswereleftbehindandlatersecuredfromSaybrookonly

byorderofthelegislatureoftheColony, andinthefaceofviolent

localopposition. Theeventwasknownasthe“BattleoftheBooks.”

Daniel’s son, Daniel, Jr., built a house in the Ferry District of Say-

brook near his father’s house. His son Samuel, who was born in 

and served in the French and Indian War, built his own house in the

same area in . It is thought that the  kitchen ell was attached

to the house at the time the house was built. The house and the

kitchen ell, displayed at Mystic, are known as the Buckingham-Hall
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House, the second name coming from William Hall, Jr., who bought

the house from the Buckinghams in . It is this house from which

the second, nineteenth-century rear ell came to Watch Hill.

Whilenorecordhasbeendiscovereddocumentingthearrivalof

theBuckinghamellatWatchHill, thestorycomesfromachildhood

recollectionoftheauthor, whoknewEdwardP. Schellandheardthe

story from him. The author also remembers seeing the small structure

ontheemptylotonwhichToadHill waslaterbuilt. Itwassupported

bydocumentsinthepossessionoftheOldSaybrookHistoricalSoci-

etyandoftheMysticSeaport, aswellasbyonesprovidedbythe

ConnecticutDepartmentofTransportation. Thesesubstantiatethe

condemnation process and the transport of the main house and its

ell, bybarge, fromSaybrooktoMystic. Photographsshowthehouse

asitstoodatOldSaybrookwiththeadditionalnineteenth-century

ell. FurtherdetailsofthehistoryoftheBuckinghamhousearefound

inWilliamN. PetersonandPeterM. Coope, HistoricBuildings at

Mystic Seaport Museum (Mystic: Mystic Seaport Museum, Inc., ).

. SeasideTopics, June, .

. Seen.  above.

. Lang, .

. Obituary, TheDay (NewLondon), January, .

. BayberryRidge becamethehomeoftheThomasD. O’Con-

nor family in . Mrs. O’Connor, who was Nancy Breck O’Connor,

had grown up at Ninigret on Ninigret Avenue. O’Connorwaspresi-

dentandchairmanofthefamily-ownedMohawkPaperMills, Inc.,

Cohoes, NewYork. HealsoservedaspresidentoftheMisquamicut

Club and was a founder of the Watch Hill Conservancy.

. Dr. BillingswasaleadingphysicianinChicago, thefirst

chairmanoftheUniversityofChicago’sDepartmentofMedicine, a

founderofitsMedicalSchoolandBillingsHospital, andapresident

oftheAmericanMedicalAssociation. HereceivedtheLegionof

HonorandtheCroixdeGuerreforhisserviceinWorldWarI and

wasthesubjectofabiography, FrankBillings: TheArchitectof Medical

Education, AnApostleof ExcellenceinMedicalPractice, byEdwinF.

Hirsh, publishedbytheUniversityofChicagoPressin thirty-

fouryearsafterhisdeath.

. Curiously, thename“Belvedere” appearsonthekeytothe

Frank W. Coy  map of cottages, attached to the Powers Mansion.

Butsummersocialdirectoriesofthes, s, andsshowthe

SanborncottageasBelvedere andthePowersMansionasWindover.

. SeasideTopics, August, .

. SeasideTopics, July, .

. DouglasFairbanks, Jr., TheSaladDays(GardenCity, N.Y.:

Doubleday, ), .

. Ibid.

. Mr. Freeman’sclubskepttheyouthofWatchHill“busy,

fit, andoutoftrouble, morningandafternoon” withaprogramas

advertised in Seaside Topics of “swimming, boxing, calisthenics, beach

games, artsandcrafts, baseball, rowing, fishingandeducationaltrips

withrecreationaljauntstonearbypointsofinterest.”

. ThemoviewasbasedonastorybyAnitaLoosanddirected

byLloydIngraham.

. GovernorsoftheMisquamicutClubserveinacapacity

identicaltothatoftrusteesordirectorsofothercorporations.

. Husted, “I’llNeverForget…”.

. Georgiais, ofcourse, nottheU.S. state, buttheBlackSea

nation, whichinthenineteenthandearlytwentiethcenturieswasa

partoftheRussianEmpire, lateraRepublicoftheSovietUnion, and

afterthedemiseoftheU.S.S.R., onceagainanindependentnation.

. DavidChavchavadze, CrownsandTrenchcoats(ARussian

PrinceintheCIA) (NewYork: AtlanticInternationalPublications,

).

. Interestingly, theBurkeandO’Connellfamiliesarecon-

nectedbytiesofrelationshipinadditiontothemarriageofJane

BurkeandRalphO’Connell, Dr. O’ConnellandMrs. O’Connell’s

sister-in-law, Mrs. JohnS. Burke, Jr. (StanO’ConnellBurke), having

beencousins.

. SeasideTopics, May, .

. WendyMoonan, “FromaLifeofLuxury, SomeFavorite

Things,” TheNewYorkTimes, March, .

. RobertWalker, “AToughActtoFollow,” TheNewYork

Times, April, .

. In the late s, in the wake ofthecollapseofthecommunist

regimesof Eastern Europe, the Lobkowicz estates in Czechoslovakia

werereturnedtoanotherAmericanbranchofthefamily.

. DeedofUnitedStatesCoastGuardTelephoneLinesService

toOlgaHegelerLihmeandAnitaLihmeLobkowicz, May, ,

LandEvidenceRecordsoftheTownofWesterly, Book, p. .

. TheProvincialoftheOrdercommented, “Foroverthirty

years, WatchHillwas‘home’ tomanyofoursistersduringthe

Reproduction is Prohibited



Reproduction is Prohibited

      

summers, andmanyhappymemoriesremainwithusofpeopleand

places.” LettertotheauthorfromSisterSallyM. Hodgdon, Provin-

cial, SistersofSt. Joseph, September, .

. Gresham, alawyer, wasappointedUnitedStatesDistrict

JudgeforIndianabyPresidentUlyssesS. Grantin. In, he

becamePostmaster-Generalandin SecretaryoftheTreasury,

bothintheadministrationofPresidentChesterArthur. Inthesame

year, hewasappointedUnitedStatesJudgefortheSeventhJudicial

Circuit. HewasacandidatefortheRepublicannominationinboth

the and presidentialcampaigns. In, hewasappointed

SecretaryofStateintheadministrationofPresidentGroverCleve-

landandservedinthatcapacityuntilhisdeathin. President

Cleveland, incidentally, wasavisitortoWatchHill, atthetimehewas

MayorofBuffalo, stayingattheWatchHillHouse.

. TheNationalRegister originallylistedthehouseashaving

beenbuiltin, butalaterrevisionhascorrectedthisinformation.

The SeasideTopicsSummerSocialDirectory referstothehouse

as“new” thatseason.

. Rev. JohnW. Lynch, S.M., “ ‘WatchHill’ — God’sLittle

Acre,” undatedandunpublishedreminiscences.

. Peck, ‒.

. ReminiscencesofBriggsLarkin, granddaughter, October

.

. GiganticwasultimatelynamedBritannic aftertheTitanic

disaster.

. PeterArrellBrownWidener, Philadelphiaindustrialist, art

collector, andphilanthropist, wasthefatherofGeorgeD. Widener

andthegrandfatherofHarryElkinsWidener, bothofwhomwent

downwiththeTitanic. Mrs. GeorgeD. Widener, whowasalsoon

theship, butwassaved, gavetheWidenerLibrarytoHarvardin

memoryofhersonHarry.

. LloydC. Griscom, DiplomaticallySpeaking (NewYork,

), quotedinWilliamHenryFlayhartIII, TheAmericanLine

(NewYorkandLondon: W.W. Norton&Company, ), .

. SeasideTopics, September, .

. DeedofCourtlandP. ChapmantoClementA. Griscom,

July, , WesterlyLandEvidenceRecords, Book, .

. Beaux, aPhiladelphianwhohadstudiedattheAcademy

andinParis, waspronounced“thegreatestwomanpainterofmodern

times” bynotedartistWilliamMerrittChase. Aretrospectiveexhi-

bitionofherwork, CeciliaBeauxandtheArtof Portraiture, washeld

attheNationalPortraitGalleryin‒.

. FictitiousletterofElizabethSutcliffe(Mrs. James), July,

.

. JustbelowthehillfromTrespasso andMoana, reachingout

intoFishersIslandSound, werelocatedinsuccessiontwoBlock

Islandsteamshipdocks, thefirstbuiltin andthesecondin,

bothofwhichservicedsteamersrunningontheoutsideroutefrom

NewLondontoBlockIsland. Thedockswerelocatedroughlyone

hundredfeetwesterlyofOceanMound orSeaswept. Theyappeared

asthe“LarkinPier” inLarkinHousepromotionalmaterial. Since

theywerelocatednotontheLarkinHouse/Griscomtract, buton

landownedbyFrankLarkin, theseconddockcontinuedtobeused

aftertheGriscomshadacquiredtheLarkinHousepropertyin.

Allservicecametoanendaftertheseconddockwasirreparably

damagedbyheavyseaiceintheseverewinterof‒ andsome

yearslaterremoved.

. SeasideTopics, June, .

. Familytradition, sharedincorrespondenceofJamesM.

Snowden, Jr., October.

. CraigUnger, BlueBlood (NewYork: WilliamMorrowand

Company, Inc., ), .

. “ANewTwistforSociety,” Life (August, ).

. TheSun, April, .

. SeasideTopics, August, , referstotheconstruction,

whichwastobegininthefall.

. JimReis“BradfordShinkleMadeOwnNameinBusiness,”

TheKentuckyPost, March,  (www.kypost.com/).

. LettertotheauthorfromJoanA. AtterburyandHenryC.

Atterbury, September, .

. SeeHenryC. Roweplat, November, , WesterlyLand

EvidenceRecords.

. Obituary, SeasideTopics, June, .

. JackLondonandAnnaStrunsky, TheKempton-WaceLetters

(NewYork: TheMacmillanCompany, ).

. WilliamEnglishWalling, AmericanLaborandAmerican

Democracy (NewYork, ; newedition, NewYork: Arno, ).

ReferencestohisworkandlifeareincludedinRichardSchneirov’s

“TheOdysseyofWilliamEnglishWalling: Revisionism, Social

Democracy, andEvolutionaryPragmatism” (www.historycooperative.

org/journals/jga/./schneirov); inJamesBoylan, Revolutionary
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Lives: AnnaStrunskyandWilliamEnglishWalling (Amherst: Univer-

sityofMassachusettsPress, ); andinJackStuart’sreviewofthe

Boylanbook, November (www.findarticles.com).

. NationalRegister, ‒.

. Denison, . Othersourcesidentifythedateleftblankhere

as.

. Denison, . Bornabout, thesonofaprinceofthetribe

ofDukandarrainGuinea, Africa, andnamedBroteer, hehadbeen

capturedandsoldintoslaveryatagesix. Boughtfirstonshipboardby

RobertsonMumfordofFishersIslandandnamed“Venture” byhis

master, hewaslatersoldtoThomasStantonII ofStoningtonand

thentoCol. OliverSmith, alsoofStonington. Bydintofprodigious

hardworkbeyondhislaborasaslave, Venture(whomDenisoncalled

“Vester”)wasableatagethirty-sixtobuyhisfreedomandlaterthat

ofhiswife, threechildren, andthreeotherslaves. Heultimatelyset-

tledatHaddamNeckinConnecticut. Whenhewasaboutseventy,

Venturerelatedhislifeexperiences, includinghisescapefromthe

British, toaschoolmaster, ElijahNiles. Theywerepublishedin

asANarrativeof theLifeandAdventuresof Venture, ANativeof

Africa: ButresidentabovesixtyyearsintheUnitedStatesof America.

RelatedbyHimself (NewLondon: C. Holt, attheBee-Office, ),

availableonlineatwww.venturesmith.net. IamindebtedtoDouglas

R. JonesandhisresearchonVenture.

AtestamenttothecloserelationshipbetweentheStantonfamily

andtheirformerslavesisthefactthatadescendantofVentureis

buriedinthefamilyplot. TheowneroftheStantonhomesteadinthe

earlytwenty-firstcentury, John“Whit” Davis, atwelfth-generation

descendantofThomasStanton, notedinconversationthataftertwo

centuriesoflostcontact, hisfamilyandthatofVenture, stilllivingin

Connecticut, reconnectedandestablishedfriendship.

. Best, .

. TheWatchHillLighthouseKeepersAssociation, ACommemo-

ration (WatchHill: TheWatchHillLighthouseKeepersAssociation,

).

. In, FrenchphysicistAugustinFresneldevelopedaring-

likelensthatcouldcontroltheintensityanddirectionoflight. By

 virtually all U.S. lighthouses were using the new device. With the

automationoflighthousesinthelatetwentieth century,more eco-

nomicalplasticlensesreplacedtheseclassicallenses. WatchHill’s,

afourth-orderFresnellens, wasremovedwhentheCoastGuard

automatedthelightin, priortotransferringthepropertytothe

WatchHillLighthouseKeepersAssociationunderalong-termlease.

TheCoastGuardplacedthelensontime-termloantotheAssoci-

ation, whichinturndisplaysitinthesmallmuseumthattheAssoci-

ationoperatesintheformeroilhouseadjacenttothelighthouse. See

TheWatchHillLighthouseKeepersAssociation, n. .

. SeasideTopics, August, .

. Best, .

. “TheWreckofthe‘Metis,’ ” Harper’sWeekly, September,

.

. MargaretWoodburyCarter, ShipwrecksontheShoresof

theTownof Westerly, RhodeIslandandAdjacentWaters (Westerly:

TheUtterCompany, ),  ‒ ; CarolW. Kimball, “Summer’s

End,” Tidings , no.  (August); andtheWebsiteoftheU.S.

CoastGuard, www.uscg.mil.

. TheWesterlySun, August, , reproducedinCarter,

‒.

. NarragansettWeekly, September, ; andLipman(see

n.  above).

. SeasideTopics, August, .

. AnarticleandphotographinTheSun, datedMarch , ,

identifies“theboathouseandlaunchwaybuiltin.” Thisisclearly

incorrect, inasmuchastheboathouseshownistheonebuiltin, as

showninaphotographintheProvidenceSundayJournal, December

, . Thedate would, however, appearcorrectfortheprevious

boathouse, whichappearsinapre-hurricanepostcard, identifiedas

being, reproducedinTidings, September/October, ‒.

. The postcardreferredtointhenoteaboveshowsthe

 and stationsandthenewboathouse. The stationis

shown on the site of the garage and maintenance shop built in /.

. WatchHillintheHurricaneof Septemberst,  (Watch

Hill: SeasideTopics, ), .

. SeasideTopics, June, .

. Cole, .

. CharlesLedyardNorton, AmericanSeasideResorts; aHand-

BookforHealthandPleasureSeekers(NewYork: TaintorBrothers,

). Excerptquotedfromthe LarkinHousebrochure.

. DeedofJacobS. Burnet, AnnieS. Burnet, LyneasNorton,

EmilyC. Norton, andWalterSt. JohnJonestoWilliamP. Anderson,

datedOctober, , WesterlyLandEvidenceRecords, Book,

p. . ThisisthedeedtoLot oftheEverettFarm, theproperty

onwhichAndersonbuilthiscottage, DelMar.
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. Ibid.

. Ibid.

. Statev. Ibbison,  . d (R.I. ). TheIbbisoncase

involvedallegedtrespassonshorelinepropertyinWesterly. Citing

ArticleI Section oftheRhodeIslandConstitution, whichguaran-

teesshorelineprivilegesthatinclude, butarenotlimitedto“fishing

fromtheshore, thegatheringofseaweed, leavingtheshoretoswim

intheseaandpassagealongtheshore,” theRhodeIslandSupreme

Courtdeterminedthattheboundarybetweenprivateandpubliclands

isthemeanhightide, definedas“thelineformedbytheintersection

ofthetidalplaneofmeanhightidewiththeshore” (p. ). Mean

hightide, thecourtsaid, isthe“arithmeticaverageofhighwater

heightsobservedoveran. yearMetoniccycle.” Metonwasafifth-

century.. AthenianastronomerwhosecycleisdefinedbyThe

AmericanHeritageDictionaryof theEnglishLanguage as“Aperiodof

 lunarmonths, orabout yearsintheJuliancalendar, attheend

ofwhichthephasesofthemoonrecurinthesameorderandonthe

same days as in the preceding cycle.” Thedecisionanditsramifications

havebeenanalyzedinaspecialpresentationbyJanetFreedmanand

MeganHigginsoftheRhodeIslandCoastalResources Management

Council: “What Do You Mean by Mean High Tide?” available online

at http://seagrant.gso.uri.edu/coastssymposium.

ThepracticalimplicationsofthecalculationsonwhichtheIbbi-

sondecisionwasbasedhavebeeninterpretedtomeanthatwhatis

legallydefinedaswetsandbeach(andthereforepublic)may, with

risingsealevels, beatalltimesunderwater. Nevertheless, thepublic

continuestohavetherighttousethebeachalongthewaterandto

accessitovercertainrights-of-way. Whiletheownershipofthese

rights-of-wayisindoubt, EastBeachpropertyownersdonotdispute

thepublic’srightofaccess, andtheyalsopermitthepublictousethe

beach. TheWatchHillSecurityTrustassiststheownersbyproviding

the legal jurisdiction under which their beach property can be policed;

it posts regulations spelling out the ownership issues and appropriate

conduct by the public in its use of the private area. The following is

taken from the regulations of the Watch Hill Security Trust:

   

EastBeachabovethemean-high-tidelineisaprivatebeach.

Useofthebeachisreservedforownersandguests. Useby

thepublicispermissive, butpermissionmaybewithdrawnat

anytime, foranyreason. InRhodeIsland, theprivateproperty

boundaryisthemeanhightideline. Themeanhightideline

isthelandwardlineoftheaverage high water heights observed

over. years. Onlythelandseawardofthatlineisreserved

forpublicuse. TheU.S. CoastandGeodeticSurveycanpro-

videfurtherinformationtopersonsinterested.

TheEastBeachAssociationmaintainssnowfencingonthedunes

andisresponsiblefordailycleaningandtrashcollectionduring

theseason.

. DeedofLyneasNortonandWalterSt. JohnJones, as

TrusteesoftheWatchHillLandSyndicate, toFrankJ. Jonesand

eighteenothers, datedDecember, , WesterlyLandEvidence

Records, Book, p. .

. Wheeler, .

. TheRhodeIslandCoastalManagementProgram, enacted

bytheGeneralAssemblyin, establishedaCoastalResources

ManagementCouncil(), whichischargedwiththepolicy“to

preserve, protect, develop, andwherepossible, restorethecoastal

resoursesofthestate…throughcomprehensiveandcoordinatedlong-

rangeplanningandmanagement” (R.I.G.L. -). TheCRMC’s

policies and regulationsarefoundinnumerouspublications, including

thefundamentaltext, CoastalResourcesManagementProgram, as

Amended (the“RedBook”), andarea-specificpublications, suchas

RhodeIsland’sSaltPondProgramRegion: SpecialAreaManagement

Plan; and The Pawcatuck River Estuary and Little Narragansett

Bay: AnInterstateManagementPlan. TheProgramisdescribed

onlineatwww.ocrm.nos.noaa.gov. Publicationsarefoundonlineat

www.crmc.state.ri.us/pubs.

. Best, .

. Cole, .

. Peck, .

. Ibid., .

. In, ClementA. GriscomIV wasengagedinadvising

homeownersintheireffortstoreclaimMickillPondonNiantic

Avenue. This is the same pond where neighbors were engaged

in similareffortsin‒. SeeClementGriscom, “Phragmites

Communis, Theregoestheneighborhood…,” Tidings, July.

. Denison, .

. QuotedinScotti,  .

. Ibid.

. Denison, .
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. Ibid., .

. Peck, .

. TheotherswereFortH.G. WrightonFishersIsland, Fort

MichieonGreatGullIsland, FortTerryonPlumIsland, andFort

TyleronGardinersIsland. FortH.G. Wrightwastheheadquarters

fortheHarborDefensesofLongIslandSound; FortMansfieldwas

a subpost.

. ClementA. GriscomIV, FortMansfield, NapatreePoint,

WatchHill, RhodeIsland (Westerly: SunGraphics, ).

. ClementGriscom, “FortMansfieldonNapatreePoint: Our

AchillesHeal,” Tidings, August. Peckalsowritesoftheincident:

“TheNavyundercommandofAdmiralR. D. Evanslandedsafely

ontheEastBeach, outofreachofthefort’sguns, andchargeddown

theFortRoad. Thelandingpartywasundertheprotectingfireof

theships’ guns, sotherefereesgavetheNavythedecision. Ifthefort

hadbeenequippedwithhighanglemortars, thefleetwouldnot

havebeenabletoapproachthecoastandlandmarines(‘firsttoland’)

andsailorswithouthindrance” ().

. Griscom, “FortMansfieldonNapatreePoint,” .

. Griscom, FortMansfield, .

. Unattributed newspaperclipping, LocalHistory

CollectionoftheMemorialandLibraryAssociationofWesterly.

. Tallman, .

. WatchHillTopics, July, . Theraft, ′ by′, was

describedashaving“allthelatestdevices, includingspringboardsand

safetyliferopes.”

. SeasideTopics, June, .

. PaulJohnsonMoore, TheSearch: AnAccountof theFort

RoadTragedy (Westerly: SunGraphics, ), ‒.

. Therewereexceptions, andthePaulJ. Moorefamilywas

one. Mooresaysthatheandhisfamilyhadindeedthoughtabout

hurricanes, especiallyafterreadingPeck’sdescriptionoftheGreat

Galeof, publishedjusttwoyearsearlier. HiswifeAudrey

(AudreySeiterMoore), hereports, hadobservedthatifsuchastorm

hadhappenedonce, itcouldhappenagain. Hehadrepliedthat

“sucha storm could be repeated, but wouldn’t do much damage

because the seawallswouldhold.” Afterall, hewrites, “in,

thereprobablyweren’tanyseawallsandtheoceanhadhaditsown

way” (ibid.).

. Scotti, .

. Ibid.

. WatchHillintheHurricaneof Septemberst,  (seen. 

above).

. “TheGreatNewEnglandHurricaneof,” onlineat

www.her.noaa.gov/box/hurricane.

. RobertL. NicholsandAlwynF. Marston, “Shoreline

ChangesinRhodeIslandProducedbyHurricaneofSeptember,

,” TheBulletinof theGeologicalSocietyof America  (September

, ), .

Thefullquotationisasfollows: “ThestormtideatProvidence,

RhodeIsland, was feet inchesabovemeanhightide. This

exceededthepreviousrecordofSeptember, , by foot1⁄2

inches. Intheareastudiedtheauthorsestimatedthatthestorm

tidewasbetween and feetabovemeanhightide. Thefactors

whichcontributedtomakethisabnormalhightidewere: ()The

predictedhightideforSeptember wasaspringtide, and()the

hurricanestruckthecoastatapproximatelyhightide.”

. Scotti, . SeasideTopics reportedin thatHunterS.

MarstonhadgiventheHellu totheInternationalOceanographic

FoundationinMiami.

. ScottiprovidesthetotaldeathtollandthatinRhodeIsland,

‒. AreaandWesterlytollsareprovidedinTheHurricane,

Sept. ,  (Westerly: SunGraphics, ), ‒. Thefifteenwho

diedatWatchHillarelistedontheVillageplaque: EmmaBehnfield,

AdelaideByrnes, BarbaraByrnes, ElizabethT. Byrnes, Havila

Moore, JessieH. Moore, AnnieNestor, FrankPasetti, ElliefairPrice,

RoyRainey, MarthaRiebicki, MaryStevenson, MargaretTetlow,

LiniUisimaki, andEthelWatson. TheplaquewasdedicatedinSep-

tember.

. WatchHillintheHurricaneof Septemberst, . Seealso

theaccountofMrs. GeoffreyL. Moore, “FortRoad, WatchHill,”

reprintedinTidings, September/October.

. Ithasbeennotedearlierthatitislikelythatthefirstbreach

occurred in the same area that may have been the ancient outlet of

the PawcatuckRivertoFishersIslandSound.

. NicholsandMarston, .

. SeasideTopics, July, .

. ThesituationatWatchHillin wasdramaticallydiffer-

entfromthatatneighboringMisquamicut. There, cottageshadbeen

built back on the barrier beach after , and some two hundred

were sweptawayinHurricaneCarol.

. SeasideTopics, September, .
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. “TheShiftingSandsofNapatree, Natureiseverchangingits

planforLittleNarragansettBay,” Tidings, June.

. Peck, .

. SeasideTopics, September, .

. SeasideTopics, June, .

. ThelistofthoselostatWatchHillisincludedinn. 

above.

. SeasideTopics, August, .

. The National Register provides a date for the construction

of thesecond, brickfirehouseof ratherthan. Thedatessup-

pliedhereare, however, basedondocumentationprovidedbytheFire

Departmentandotherrecordedmaterial, suchasnewspaperarticles.

. TheSun, February, , reportedontheconversionto

thegrocerystore.

. SeasideTopics, August, .

. SummerSocialDirectory (WatchHill: SeasideTopics, ).

. Fiske, ACuriousChildhood, .

. Ibid., ‒.

. JohnCooper, “Changeisslow, butit’sthere,” Sundial

Magazine, May, , ‒.

. DanHackett, “JustinCase…CaviarStillavailableat$

forFourOunces,” ProvidenceEveningBulletin, April, .

. SallySteinberg, “WatchHillStillMagnetforWealthy,”

BostonSundayGlobe, July, .

. IreneTraggisNicholas, “TheTraggisFamily,” Tidings, July

.

. OriginalBy-LawsoftheWatchHillChapelSocietyinthe

TownofWesterly, adoptedSeptember, .

. TheWatchHillChapelPrayerBook (WatchHill: WatchHill

ChapelSociety, ), vi.

. TheChapelOpeningandClosingPrayersare:

 

AlmightyGod, HeavenlyFather, werejoicetomeetonce

againinthisbelovedandhallowedChapel, togiveThee

thanksandpraise.

WethankTheeforpreservingusthroughthelongwinter

months, toknowagainthebeautyofThycreationinthis

place, tobeholdagainThyshininglightuponthewaters. We

thankTheeforthejoyoffriendsandfamiliesunited. Bless

themandusasweenterintothisseasonofrest, refreshment

andrecreation.

Weremembersummerspastandthosewhohavegone

fromus, thememoryofwhoselivesstillbrightensours. We

rememberespecially[namesof thosewhohavediedsincelast

summer]. MayLightPerpetualshineuponthem. Inourwor-

shipofTheeintheweeksahead, openourheartsandminds

toThyWord. Letthejoyfulnoiseofsongandinstrumentlift

ourspiritsuntoThee. Andgrantthatwemaycometoknow

Theemorefullyinthebeauty, peaceandfellowshipofthis

place.

Giveus, wepray, theGracetobecomemoreworthyof

Thyblessingssogenerouslybestoweduponus.

SustainusandgiveusthestrengthandcouragetodoThy

willinallthings. AndcontinuetosurrounduswithThynever

failingloveandgrace.

AllthisweaskthroughThySon, OurLord, JesusChrist,

towhom, withTheeandtheHolySpirit, oneGod, beall

honorandglory, nowandforever. Amen.

ChaplinBradfordBarnes, 

 

SenddownThytruth, OGod, andillumineourliveswith

righteousness, engenderedbyThyGrace.

AsweleavethisChapel, theplaceofourhappiestand

mostfruitfulhoursoftheendearingsummerseason, maywe

takewithus, toblessusthroughoutthewintermonths, the

memoryofThyLightuponthewaters, themajestyofThy

oceanincalmandinstorm, thejoyouscompanionshipof

unitedfamilies, theloyaltyoffriends, thegloriousshiningof

ThyLoveinthisbeautifulplace.

Acceptourgratitudeforthebeneficentjoysofthese

summerdaystogether. Inthelongweeksbeforeus, maywe

rememberthehoursherewithThee, anddrawstrengthand

courageforwhateverThouinThyinfiniteandlovingwisdom

mayordain.

Blessusandkeepusanddrawusevernearertoone

anotherandtoTheeinlove, inharmony, andinthankfulness.

Amen.

BeatricePutneyWesterfield, 

. By-LawsoftheWatchHillMemorialLibraryandImprove-

mentSociety, HistoryofOneHundredFifteenYearsoftheWatch

HillMemorialLibraryandImprovementSociety (rev. ), .
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. Wheeler, .

. ThefirstBeachClubwas, ofcourse, destroyedintheHurri-

caneof. Thesecond, builtin, wasdestroyedbyHurricane

Carolin, andthethirdwasbuiltonthepropertyin. That

buildingwasrazedin andafourthstructurewascompletedin

.

. “Historyof the WatchHillYachtClub” alsoappearsonline

attheYachtClub’sWebsite, www.whyc.net/history.

. Theregulationsarelistedinn.  above.

. SarahJaneSculco, “NatureandSociety’sInfluence: Watch

Hill, RhodeIsland” (unpublishedpaperpreparedfortheundergrad-

uateAmericanStudiesProgram, PrincetonUniversity, ).

. SeasideTopics, September, .

. Thesevenfamiliesandtheancestorswhobuilttheircottages

are: theBurlings/Emmets(DavisC. Anderson)atSeaCrest, the

Burkhardts( JohannaMielhke)atClintonCottage, theBishops

(DudleyPhelps)atMeadholme, theCurtises/Hardies(F. Kingsbury

Curtis)atShortlands, theCrawfords/Driscolls(FrankS. Turnbull)at

Shoreby, theWhitmans/Gleasons( JamesW. Tayor)atSnugHarbor

andRiverHouse, andtheVanCleefs(Mrs. HenryH. VanCleef )at

Pomptookit.

. ClevelandAmory, “MyFirstResorts,” Holiday ( July),

‒. Thearticlefeaturedafull-pagephotographoftheauthor,

Mrs. Harkness, andotherguestslunchingontheterraceofHoliday

House. Amorywrotethearticlemorethanadecadeafterhisbook

TheLastResortshadbeenpublishedbyHarper& Brothers, New

York, . WhoKilledSociety? followedin, alsopublishedby

Harper& Brothers.

. “TheWatchHillComprehensivePlan” preparedforthe

WatchHillFireDistrictbytheWatchHillLong-RangePlanning

Committee, PeterB. Griffin, Chairman, WatchHill, May, .

. TheBarnIslandexampleiscitedinPattonandKent,

AMoveableShore, notetoPlate, followingp. . Seen.  above.

. TheU.S. EnvironmentalProtectionAgency’sU.S. Climate

ActionReport statesthatglobalsealevelsrosebyabout‒

inchesduringthetwentiethcentury, significantlymorethantherise

thatwastypicaloverthepreviousfewthousandyears. Lookingto

thefuture, thereportnotedthatclimatemodelsprojectthatglobal

warmingwillincreasesealevelsby ‒ inchesduringthetwenty-

firstcentury. The report notes that the June  report of the

Committee ontheScienceofClimateChange, convenedbythe

NationalResearchCouncil(NRC)oftheNationalAcademyofSci-

ences, hadassumedamid-rangevalueofsealevelriseof inches

overthecentury. SeeChapter, “ImpactsandAdaptation.”

. Asnotedearlier, thestormsurgeofthehurricaneatProvi-

dencewas feet inchesabovemeanhightide, alevel foot 3⁄4

inchesabovethepreviousrecordset, September, . InWatch

Hillitisestimatedtohavebeen to feetabovemeanhightide,

accordingtoNicholsandMarston(seen.  above). Othersources

suggestlevelsashighas feet.

Reproduction is Prohibited



Reproduction is Prohibited

      

,, 
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NewYork: ColumbiaUniversityPress, .

Dwight, Timothy. TravelsinNewEnglandandNewYork. Edited

byBarbaraMillerSolomon, withtheassistanceofPatriciaM. King.

Cambridge: HarvardUniversityPress, BelknapPress, .

Jameson, J. Franklin, ed. Narrativesof NewNetherland,  ‒ .
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UniversityPress, .
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Hill, basedonhistoricalphotographs.

Tallman, MarianaH. PleasantPlacesinRhodeIsland, andHowto

ReachThem. Providence: TheProvidenceJournalCompany, .

TheWatchHillChapelPrayerBook. WatchHill: WatchHillChapel

Society, .

TheWatchHillComprehensivePlan. PreparedfortheWatchHill

FireDistrictbytheWatchHillLong-RangePlanningCommittee,
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DedicatedServicetotheWatchHillResidentsandCommunity. .

“WatchHillintheHurricaneofSeptemberst.” SeasideTopics

(November). SpecialHurricaneIssue. EditedbyCharlesF.

Hammond. ThirtiethAnniversaryreprint, MarcelleHammondHam,

.

TheWatchHillLighthouseKeepersAssociation: ACommemoration.

WatchHill: TheWatchHillLighthouseKeepersAssociation, .

WatchHill, R.I.: ADescriptionof ItsThreeBeaches, ItsClimate,

Scenery, Etc. Englewood, N.J.: OfficeoftheEnglewoodTimes, .

Reprint, WatchHill: TheBook& TackleShop, . Thisisthe

ProspectusofCharlesEverett.

Wheeler, GeorgeY., II. TheMisquamicutClub:  Years,  ‒ .

WestWarwick, R.I.: KSDesigns, .
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Fairbanks, Douglas, Jr. TheSaladDays. GardenCity, N.Y.: Double-

day, .

Fiske, WilliamE. ACuriousChildhood. Privatelyprinted, Madison,

N.J.: MadisonPrintingCompany, . 

Unger, Craig. BlueBlood. NewYork: WilliamMorrowandCompany,

Inc., .

  

OceanViews. Seasonalweeklynewspaper, summer‒ . 

SeasideTopics. Newspaperpublishedweeklyduringthesummer

months, July,  ‒ . Offersagoldmineofinformationabout

WatchHill, reportingonbothitscontemporarysocialdoings

anditshistory. Formoreinformationaboutitanditspublishers,

theHammondfamily, seepage inthepresentvolume.

Tidings. Magazinepublishedsixtimesayear,  ‒ . Contains

fascinatingarticlesaboutthelifeandhistoryoftheeasternConnect-

icutandRhodeIslandshore. Itspublishersthrough were

MargaretMooreDriscoll(sheuntil)andRobertM. Driscoll.

TheWesterlySun. Dailynewspaper, Westerly, RhodeIsland,  ‒.

 

ThereisavariedandrandomcollectionofsourcesontheWatchHill

summerresidentsintheearlytwentiethcentury, includingdirectories

publishedbytheWesterlySun, SeasideTopics, theSalemPressCo.,

andtheStedmanPress. Thosewhichsurvivearegenerallyseparate

issues, anditisnotknownoverhowlongaperiodsomeofthesewere

published. AnumberofissuesaretobefoundintheLocalHistory

CollectionoftheMemorialandLibraryAssociationofWesterly.
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